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About us 
Hampshire Woodturners’ Association meets at the 
Railway Institute, 2 Romsey Road Eastleigh (02380 
612270) on the first Monday of each month (the 
second or third if the first is a bank holiday).  
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most 
meetings feature a talk or demonstration about a 
turning or related subject by a club member or an 
invited guest. Several times a year we have “turn-
ins” with lathes being operated by members 
demonstrating various techniques. There is a club 
shop selling various turning sundries, and a library. 
Members can advertise things for sale or wanted.  
Every month members are invited to bring work for 
the gallery and there is usually a critique of selected 
items. There is also a monthly project for novices 
with the opportunity to discuss the problems 
encountered and overcome. Refreshments are 
served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle rounds off the 
evening. 
Membership is £17 per year with a joining fee of £5 
for new members. Potential new members are 
welcome to come along and visit us without 
obligation or charge.  
There's a Web Site too:- 
 www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk 
 
Contacts 
Chairman.........Roy Nailor 023 80861893  
Secretary.........Ian Woodford. 01962 854528 
Treasurer.........Alan Sturgess 023 80892622 
Membership...  David Ackroyd 01489 784985 
Turn-ins ……. George Gale 02380 265195 
Newsletter......  Dave Gibbard 02380 262660 
Webmaster….. Jon Gibbs. 01962 774051 
Lottery…………Chris West 01794512718 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
  
    d-m.gibbard@dsl.pipex.com  
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 
 

5 June meeting – Jennie Starbuck 
 
There was quite a good attendance considering the 
warm summer evening. The main announcement 
was the lottery grant award and Roy handed over to 
Chris West and Steve Page to talk about it. The 
announcement just made the previous issue and 
there is an update in this issue.  
 
Roy then introduced Jennie Starbuck from the 
Surrey Association of Woodturners who talked about 
and demonstrated methods of decorating turned 
work. Jennie and her husband Chris got started in 
woodturning after buying some furniture and wanting 
some matching accessories which were not 
available. They haven’t looked back and Jennie now 
specialises in all sorts of decoration for her turned 
wood.  
Most of you will have seen coloured wood in the 
style of Jan Saunders which Jennie does too but her 
bead work was new to me. She attaches beads of 
various types by gluing into groves or on strings 
threaded through patterns of holes. I’m not sure that 
the beads were quite to my taste but I really liked her 
piercing work and was very impressed by the 
dentist’s drill she uses to do it. It did set my teeth on 
edge though. Another thing I liked was the transfer 
work inspired by Bin Pho.  
 
There was far too much detail to absorb and 
describe here but the picture will give an idea if you 
were not there. If you want to know more I suggest 
you contact Jennie, jennie@starbuck.me.uk  
 
Jennie kindly reviewed our gallery items. Pictures on 
the website. Ron Broadway won the draw for the £10 
prize for those bringing work for the gallery table. 

Editor 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples of Jennie’s work  
 
17 June BIBIC open day 
Hot sticky weather and the football combined to keep 
attendance down to 1/3 of last year. Nonetheless 
there was some good interest especially from some 
of the disabled kids who managed to have a go on 
the lathe. We made a modest financial contribution 
on the day and left all the remaining items donated 
or turned on the day for sale in the BIBIC shop and 
delivered the printer cartridges and phones we had 
collected. Keep them coming please.  

Editor 
 

EDITORIAL 
   
Been anywhere for your holidays? Seen anything interesting? Why haven’t you written to me about it then? 
This issue sees the return of Travellers’ Tales  with my story about my visit to yet another Greek Island.  
If you are wondering if there is an end in sight, you might like to know Greece has thousands of islands. I 
haven’t scratched the surface yet.  
How about some tales from you? Just the loosest connection with wood or craft will be accepted (or none at 
all if I’m desperate). 
I’m indebted to ex-pat member Colin Spencer for sending a very nice project article on straight sided bowls 
from Spain.  
All that and an update on the progress with the lottery project make up another fun packed issue.  
And we start with the reviews of events ……. 

Dave Gibbard, Editor
 

 



 
3 July -  Alan Mechen, Carving 
Figureheads 
The regular announcements by Roy included the 
news of progress in the lottery project. The lathe (a 
Vicmarc) is on order and the audio visual equipment 
is close to being specified. 
On to the main event, a talk by Alan Mechen about 
carving figureheads, illustrated by slides. 
Alan’s retirement plans of sailing off into the sunset 
were thwarted by his dog which refused to die. He 
continued to do a few sign writing jobs on boats and 
was asked by the Navy to paint an old ship’s 
figurehead. This was from HMS Imperial, captured 
from the French in 1794. Alan noticed it had been 
cased in fibreglass and suspected a lot of detail had 
been lost in the process. So he started to remove it 
and was horrified to be left with a pile of soggy rotten 
wood. Resisting the temptation to put it all in a plastic 
bag and return it, (fearing some of the Navy’s historic 
punishments might be resurrected specially for him) 
he converted the painting job into a full scale 
restoration project. During which prolonged time he 
also became good at constructing excuses. After 
drying, the larger pieces were fixed together and 
drilled all over and injected with epoxy resin. The 
spaces were filled with all the little bits and dust plus 
more resin. The result was then carved back to 
shape with the original detail masked by the 
encasement. Finally it was primed and painted. A 2 
day repainting job had become a year’s restoration 
project.  
The Navy were so pleased with the result they gave 
him another and another…. Including HMS Erebus, 
Madagascar, Columbine and Rattlesnake. These are 
all on display at various establishments, Alan usually 
having constructed the support plinth or ship’s bows 
to display them. 
Alan then showed us some 
of his regular carving work 
(right). Lovely pieces 
including some combining 
woodturning and carving.  
He kindly reviewed the 
member’s gallery which 
included some very nice 
work (see the website). 
Alan went over to the 
novice table and was 
impressed by the quality of 
the platters entered there. 
It is always interesting to 
hear the views on our work 
from people whose main 
field is not woodturning. 
Graham Barnard won the 
draw for the £10 gallery prize.  

 Editor 

 
 
 

Restored 
figurehead 
 from HMS 
Rattlesnake 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 & 8 July, Summer Show  
(Weyhill Wood Fair).  Report from Jon Gibbs 
The Weyhill event was very good - I really enjoyed it. 
Julie Herryet, Les Thorne, Jimmy Clewes and Simon 
Hope were all demonstrating, along with demos from 
reps from Sorby, Chestnut and Crown Tools. 
Oaklands Woodcarving Club were also there. 
 John Davis's new premises are pretty smart and, 
from what I gather, the Test Valley WT's, who had a 
gallery set up, will be moving to have their meetings 
there. (Chilbolton Down Farm, Stockbridge SO20 
6BU. (On the A30 near the Leckford Hut)). The 
woodstore is still in the process of being stocked but 
he has more space for his burrs now. 
 Simon Hope was demo'ing pewter adornments for 
turnings (including casting rings, turning them to 
shape, chatter-work and threading them) which was 
of particular interest to me - I found out lots of things 
I should have done differently for my inlay work and 
picked up some ideas too.  

Julie was demonstrating the novice task for August 
(long stemmed goblet from green hazel). Not sure 
exactly what Les and Jimmy were doing, although 
Jimmy was turning a London Plane square-edged 
bowl. 
 Nova DVR3000-XP lathes were out in force - 
Jimmy, Simon and Julie were all using them. 
The guy from Chestnut was demonstrating 
colouring... on yew - which seemed rather strange 
to me, but maybe it was just what was at-hand. 
 There was every conceivable turning tool from 
Sorby there, including a new set of replaceable 
tipped tools for boxes and mushroom cap 
undercutting - for those with more dollars than 
cents (sense)  

Jon Gibbs 
Carry on like that and you can take over - Editor 

 
 



 
13-16 July Art in Action 
Our fourth annual visit to Waterperry did not 
disappoint us. This most prestigious of craft and art 
shows is held in the grounds of Waterperry House, 
just a few miles east of Oxford. There were over 40 
marquees enabling people to view an overwhelming 
number of the best that crafters and artists have to 
offer. Many marques are given over to introductory 
sessions including pottery, carving, painting, 
sculpture, pyrography, calligraphy etc. Good 
refreshments are served listening to quartets and 
jazz groups. Stroll through the extensive grounds 
viewing stone and wood sculpture and then sit and 
listen to a glass blower philosophise on world events 
whilst making outdoor hanging candelabras. It was a 
veritable feast for all and enough to fill a day and 
then some.  
Fine furniture was plentiful as well as cello and violin 
makers in the wood craft area. The only 
disappointment was the absence of turners except 
for Robin Wood making country chairs and Dennis 
Hales. Interestingly enough, I talked to Bob Neil 
(pyrography) about the lack of turners and he 
expounded on the rumours of a distinct downturn in 
the interest of turning. Food for thought!! However, I 
feel that enough stimuli can be gained by viewing 
stone and pottery ware which transposes well to 
wood.  
All in all, a good day out and I challenge anyone who 
visits to say that they did not enjoy and learn 
something. Make sure you put it in your diary for next 
year.  

Ian Woodford  

7 August – Turn in 
Attendance was a bit down as usual at this time of 
year. Even the Chairman was on holiday so Ian 
Woodford introduced the evening. 
The main event was a turn in with 2 last minute 
stand ins – Dave Foote and me. DF declared his 
intention to make “something in several parts”. He 
ended up with a vessel with a join round the middle. 
Easier than hollowing through a small hole as Harry 
Butler frequently shows with his gallery pieces. Once 
again, I opted for doing the next 2 novice projects, a 
bud vase (a first for me too) and a natural edge vase. 
Personally I had some members thank me for my 
help and I look forward to seeing their efforts on the 
novice table.  
The novice task was a small goblet and there were 
more entries this time. Let’s hope that continues as 
John is obviously getting a little downhearted about 
the lack of interest. 
Speaking of which 
George gale continues to 
struggle to get members 
to do turn ins. Many 
members have sufficient 
ability to demonstrate and 
it would be much 
appreciated if more of 
you were to step forward 
to do so. 
The gallery table looked 
pretty good and Alan 
Sturgess gave a critique 
at tea time. Picture right, 
more on the website. 

Editor 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 

4 September - Gary Rance 
Most members will know Gary and look forward to 
an entertaining evening. As long as he brings his 
son to keep him on the right lines. 
The Novice Project is a bud vase. 
2 October – We had booked Tony Bunce but he 
is unwell and has had to cancel. A replacement 
event will be announced at future meetings and on 
the website. 
The Novice Project is a natural edge vase. 
6 November – This will be a pen making event 
with contributions from Ian Woodford (basics and 
pitfalls), Harry Butler (jigs) and Matthew Stafford 
(alternative materials). 
The Novice project is a 3 legged stool 

8 & 9 September Yandles Show. 
Usually well worth a visit. There will be Lots of 
demonstrators and trade stands. 
The show is at the usual venue at Martock, 
Somerset TA12 6JU, Telephone 01935 822207 
29 October SAW Woodturning Show 
Our neighbours, Surrey Association of Woodturners 
will be holding a show at Mytchett Centre (GU16 
6DD).  
Demos, trade stands, competitions.  
If you want to know more contact Jennie Starbuck on 
01932 888144 or  js@starbuck.me.uk 
Directions.  
Take A331 from Jn 4 of M3 and take the Mytchett 
turn after about 2 miles.  

 
 
 



LOTTERY GRANT UPDATE – Chris West 
 
Over the last two months Steve Page and I have been refining the audiovisual configurations the Club needs 
to meet its commitment for external presentations/demonstrations and, at the same time, looking at how to 
improve the quality and ease of use of the audiovisuals for Club evenings. 
We have now started spending money! 
For those of you who weren’t at the June meeting where I gave a presentation of our first thoughts, here is a 
brief overview: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The heart of the system is what I call the Control Centre -  a Stanley Rolling Workshop. The only thing that 
isn’t controlled from here is the demonstrator! 
There will be two cameras, one can look along the bed of a lathe and the other will be directly over the 
headstock. The output of the cameras will be displayed on a 6 foot screen. 
Within the Control Centre there will be two 6” displays, which duplicate the cameras’ views. The “executive 
producer” can switch between the cameras.  
Also in the Control Centre we will have a DVD player for projecting videos to the screen through an LCD 
projector. 
 For presentations where the cameras are not required the Control Centre is home to a laptop from which we 
can show video clips, slide and Powerpoint presentations. 
 Finally we plan to purchase a camcorder for recording events. The recordings can be edited and used in 
presentations both within the Club and at outside organizations. 
  
The tentative plan is to have Phase I of the audiovisual equipment up and running in time for the October 
meeting. 
  
With regard to the Vicmarc VL 100EVS lathe. This has been ordered and is expected at the end of August.  
  

Chris West 
 



TRAVELLERS’ TALES – SKOPELOS 
 

Just when you thought you were safe, the annual call 
back to the Greek Islands has provided new material 
and inspiration. Our destination this time was Skopelos 
in the Sporades. Our house was high in the old town 
amongst the natives and their donkeys. How many of 
you can claim an ass for a neighbour? Oh, I see. 
 
We heard the familiar story of island depopulation 
arrested by tourism. Skopelos has a climate ideal for 
growing fruit and was renowned for olives, grapes and 
plums. A blight killed many of the grapes and the 
second world war and ensuing civil war did the rest. 
Despite recent efforts to rebuild the grape and wine 
industry, an easier living is to be made from the 
tourists. Sadly most of the fresh produce we bought 
had stickers showing South America, Africa and the far 
East as its origin – just like the UK really. 
 
Local agent George at Madro Travel expressed his 
concern for the effects on the environment and way of 
life during a fascinating walking tour of the town.  
He took us to the workshop of a local boat builder. 
Triantafylos Boudalas built pine boats in the traditional 
style but, just like my story from Symi (Your Turn 
vol.13 iss.4, July 2002 with follow up letter vol.14 iss.4, 
July 2003), demand is now almost entirely limited to 
repair due to competition from cheaper steel and fibre 
glass boats. Triantafylos and his son Yannis could 
have gone under like many others but their skill lives 
on in the building of scale models for which they are 
world renowned, selling for justifiably large sums to 
museums and private collectors. The HMS Victory and 
the Cutty sark are the types most in demand. They use 
walnut which is plentiful locally, good to work with and 
produces wonderful results as you can see from the 
picture which scarcely does them justice. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was impressive to see these beautiful creations 
emerging from the apparent clutter of the tiny 
workshop. Triantafylos is in his 80s with failing health 
and Yannis may not continue alone. It would be very 
sad to see such skill and creativity disappear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two of the many churches on Skopelos 
 
We were then taken to see another local craftsman, 
potter Nikos Rodios. Nikos throws pots in the 
traditional way on a foot powered wheel. He uses 
traditional designs with a plain black or red satin finish. 
In a woodturning analogy, I remember Bert Marsh 
talking about form saying if you really want to 
appreciate the shape of your efforts without any 
distractions, try painting them plain black. Personally 
I’ve always been influenced by potters and have often 
drawn on the shapes they create on their wheels for 
my turned wood.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Potter Nikos Rodios and 
one of his traditional 
designs. 
 
There is a website featuring many aspects of the island 
and its history which you might like to visit, 
www.skopelosweb.gr 
 
We keep coming back to the Islands for many 
disparate reasons. The climate, quality of light and 
colour, relaxed way of life, warmth of the people and 
absence of crime amongst them. But also the delight at 
stumbling across traditional arts and crafts. In a 
shrinking world local ways of life and produce deserve 
encouragement to avoid everything becoming uniform 
and bland in the name of progress. 

Dave Gibbard 

 

 



PENTAGON BOWL by Colin Spencer 
 
These attractive bowls can be made with any number 
of straight edges. This article describes how to make 
a pentagon bowl. 
I started with a 9” (200 mm) blank of olive, 3¼” 
(80mm) thick. 

 
 
 
 

I made a pentagon template (using MS Visio on my PC but hand 
drawing is fine). Note the arrow to show the centre; this is 
important to ensure that all the wings are equal when it comes to 
the turning. The template is temporarily glued to the blank and 
the centre of the shape is marked using an awl. 
You can use any suitable saw to cut the chords to form the 
pentagon. I used a chop saw using the laser to line the blade up 
with the template.  
 
I used a faceplate ring to mount the blank so that I didn’t have to 
change the chuck as it is important that everything registers 
exactly when you move from the outside to the inside of the bowl.  
I use about 750rpm but you should use whatever lathe speed you 
are comfortable with. 
 
I find that a concave shape on the outside seems to work best. I 
use a 3/8” bowl gouge regardless of the blank size.  
The reason for this is that you should only take light cuts. If you 
are too aggressive at this stage you can chip large splinters out 
of the side of the bowl. You can hear the change in cutting noise 
as you start to cut air near the edge. This is the time to slow up 
the gouge movement and ensure that you continue to ride the 
bevel and don’t press or you will ripple the points. This will mean 
much more sanding later. If you feel comfortable the speed of the 
lathe can be increased at this stage. 
 
The outside is completed with a spigot for the chuck and the is 
ready for sanding. I usually power sand the outsides of these 
bowls but care is needed. Ensure that the sanding pad is tilted at 
least 25 degrees from the vertical to ensure that you don’t snag 
the points. If you are not happy about power sanding you can 
sand by hand but watch the points. I lock the spindle at this stage 
and mark the 6 o’clock position on the chuck spigot. 
 
I turned the bowl over and mounted the spigot in the chuck so 
that the original 6 o’clock mark is now in the 12 o’clock position. 
The reason for this is to make up for any slight offset of the 
chuck. Having removed the faceplate ring the bowl is ready for 
hollowing the inside. Check that the bowl spins freely and that the 
distance between each of the points and the tool rest is the 
same. If this is not the case slacken the chuck and reseat the 
bowl in the jaws. 
 
The centre is then hollowed out. The way that I do this is to first 
remove about 10mm (3/8") from the centre of the bowl. I then 
start cutting from the outside towards the centre in the usual 
manner, leaving the bulk of the waste in the centre of the bowl. It 
is important to take light cuts and not to try to remove too much 
wood in one go when you are cutting the wings.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



I recommend cutting the outside to thickness at about 13mm (½") 
depth at a time so that there is still plenty of support from the 
wood below. At the wings you are cutting air for some of the time, 
it helps if you have a black background below the bowl so that 
you can see the ghost image. I only use an Irish ground 3/8” bowl 
gouge for this stage. If the wood is particularly flexible I have 
used a ¼” Irish ground bowl gouge for the outer edge. If you feel 
confident you can gently support the outer edges of the wings, 
with the fingers of your tool rest hand, to give the wings additional 
support. Again a higher speed can be beneficial when cutting the 
wings. 
The bowl is now ready for sanding the inside. I usually power 
sand the solid section of the bowl and carefully hand sand the 
wings of the bowl. The better finish off the gouge the less 
sanding there is to do. I do not recommend power sanding the 
outer edges of the bowl as they are so thin and small that it is 
too easy to sand away the tips and destroy the look of the bowl. 
With sanding operations on these type of bowls be careful 
as the wings are sharp. 
The rim now needs sanding through the grits by hand to round 
over the edge. Even though this bowl is only 1/8” (3mm) thick it 
still looks thick, this is the reason for rounding the edge over. 
This creates the optical illusion of an even thinner bowl. 
Depending on the type of finish being used you can now apply 
finish or leave it until after it has been removed from the lathe. 
I reversed the bowl on my vacuum chuck for the removal of the 
spigot. If you don’t have a vacuum chuck and would like to remove 
the spigot I suggest a suitably shaped mandrel and the tail stock 
with a revolving centre in the awl hole marked at the beginning.  

Colin Spencer 
 
NOVICE TASKS 2006 - John R. Davis  
 
When I took over looking after the novice tasks I was 
really encouraged by the support and interest shown 
in the first few months. However, even after allowing 
entrants the possibility to be more creative, as 
opposed to a fixed task, which, I understood was 
wanted by some members, I am sad to say that 
entries have dropped considerably to a low of four, 
with about 50% being long time supporters. 
I therefore feel that it may not be in my interest to 
continue putting time and effort into what has 
historically been a good learning exercise for many 
of our now experienced turners over many years. I 
feel sad to contemplate this decision, because of 
member’s lack of interest, especially when we have 
so many beginners and inexperienced members in 
the club. 
To round the year off the remaining tasks are fairly 
straightforward.  
 
September- A Bud Vase or Weed pot,  
This can be with an insert to hold water, or not, the 
choice is yours. 

Select a nice blank of about 2.1/2” square x 6” to 7” 
in length; branch wood can be used if preferred. 

Mount between centres and turn to a cylinder with a 
spigot on one end to suit your chuck, re mount in the 
chuck and face the end grain. Continue by marking 
out the high and low points of your chosen profile 
including the part off point. Using a Jacobs chuck in 
the tailstock, drill a hole to suit your insert, or a hole 
of about ½” if you are not using an insert, i.e. a pot 
for dried grasses. Shape the top to your design, then 
shape and finish the whole vase, part off at the 
bottom. Mount a waste block in the chuck and turn a 
spigot to suit the bore of you vase, reverse jam 
chuck the vase on this spigot and carefully turn and 
finish the base. 
 
 
 

Examples 
of bud 
vase 
shapes 

 

 



NOVICE TASKS continued….. 
 
October – Natural edge vase 
Yes, it is another vase, but this time a natural edge 
vase using a piece of branch wood, suggested size 
about 3” to 4” diameter and about 7” long. 
 
Mount the blank between centres and turn one end to 
a cylinder with a spigot to suit your chuck, re mount 
in your chuck, bringing the tailstock up to centralise. 
Roughly shape the top outside profile of your design 
and turn the rest of the blank to a cylinder. 
Remove the tailstock and drill a hole to the required 
depth of the vase, this can be done with a drill in a 
Jacobs chuck, or with a spindle gouge if you are 
proficient. Next shape the inside of the natural edge 
and sand finish, care must be taken to avoid injury in 
this process, it is preferable to use a small disk 
sander in a drill, or the un powered type, alternatively 
I have used abrasive held in some old medical 
forceps. Refine the outside top edge and sand finish, 
then shape the outside profile without going too small 
on the bottom of the bowl, Hollow the inside of the 
vase using a small spindle gouge, or a small 
hollowing tool if you have one, taking care not to 
leave a pimple in the bottom. Sand and finish the 
inside. You are now ready to finalise the outside 
shape, if you wish, the vase can be supported by 
inserting some rolled up paper towel inside and 
lightly bringing up the tailstock. After finishing, part 
off, if you use a wide cut for this and work in small 
stages it is possible to shape the foot with a small 
gouge, leaving just a small spigot in the centre to cut 
off and finish by hand. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Example of 
natural edge 
vase. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

November - Three legged stool 
This month the task is a three legged stool, the size 
can be to your choice, although, I would prefer to 
see a small version of say no more than 6” to 8” 
height with a smaller diameter top to balance the 
appearance. The finished product could then be 
used as a stand to give a plant pot some height. 

Start by gluing a scrap piece to the seat blank this 
will enable you to mount the blank to the lathe by 
your usual method. Using the scrap piece avoids the 
danger of damage to your blank by faceplate or 
screw chuck screws. True up the blank, face the 
underside and turn a recess dove tail to suit your 
chuck With the blank rotating, pencil a line a suitable 
distance from the outer circumference, stop the lathe 
and mark out the three leg positions on the pencil 
line, if you have an indexer on the lathe use it to 
locate the points, otherwise you will need to use 
compasses or dividers. 

Remount the blank with the dovetail, turn off the 
scrap piece and true up the seat top, do not finalise 
the turning at this stage. Remove the blank and set 
up on pillar drill, I suggest using some mdf or ply 
between the blank and the drill table. The holes for 
the legs should be drilled straight through at an 
angle of about 10 degrees Remount the blank and 
finalise the turning, dishing the top slightly to 
enhance the appearance. 

The legs should be turned next, taking care to keep 
sizes as near identical as possible, finally put a saw 
cut in the top off the legs and glue and wedge to the 
seat, (as we did with the gavel in the first task), finish 
the top of the legs by hand and polish the stool, I 
suggest using paste wax for a nice subtle sheen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sketch of stool. Don’t forget the wedge at top of leg 
 

There’s more…. 

 

 



 
NOVICE TASKS Continued…. 
 
December – Small bowl with a foot 
The final task for this year is a small bowl with a foot 
(compote style) but to be turned from one piece, a 
blank of about 6/7” diameter & 3” thick should do 
fine, 

Mount the blank on the lathe, a screw chuck or 
faceplate is fine this time, true up the blank and cut a 
dovetail to suit your chuck Shape the bowl profile, 
use a small gouge to shape the foot and any detail, 
then for a hollow in the foot away from the dovetail, 
this method lets you retain the dovetail without it 
being obtrusive, if you are not happy reverse 
chucking. Finish the bottom then re mount in the 
chuck and turn out the bowl, taking care again to 
avoid pimples in the bowl, finish as necessary. If you 
are confident, this style of bowl looks very attractive 
with some detail colouring and even texturing                             

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Example bowl with foot. 

 

 
John R Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
 
It is little consolation that we do not seem to be the 
only woodturning club to be concerned about 
dwindling interest. Indeed, there are rumours from 
the trade generally of businesses in trouble and a 
feeling that “fings aint wot they used to be.” 
 
Some symptoms: 
I know there are always members who are late in 
renewing their membership but we are down to just 
over 100 as I write.  
Then there’s the problem of getting people to 
participate. It does rather wear down those who try to 
organise events and those who do regularly 
contribute to be constantly asked.  
 
Let us hope that our success with the lottery 
application and the efforts of Chris West and Steve 
Page in particular to get a show on the road (see 
Chris’s report in this issue) will stimulate some 
interest from a wider and younger audience. 
 
May I say as one of those regular contributors that it 
can be very rewarding when my efforts at 
demonstrating seem to be appreciated. If you are 
fighting shy of having a go, be assured that nobody 
expects perfection and to see a demonstrator making 
the odd mistake is actually encouraging. So don’t be 
shy, let a committee member know how you can 
help. If you don’t feel you can demonstrate, there are 
plenty of other ways.  
  

NEW MEMBERS   
 
Welcome to I. Carins of Ropley,  01962 772167 
Sorry “I”, I don’t have your first name. How about 
another member in the Ropley area calling “I” and 
seeing if any help, advice, lifts to meetings etc are 
needed, or just to be neighbourly?  
   
 
SIGNING OFF 
 
Just to continue the theme, I am planning to take a 
break from editing Your Turn after this year. That’s 
the reason I have been looking for a helper for some 
time. Chris Hardie did volunteer but personal 
commitments intervened, so it didn’t really happen.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed the job in spite of the 
occasional frustration, but I think there’s a danger of 
getting set in your ways and I feel a fresh approach 
and a different style is needed before the 
presentation gets stale. 
 
I’d love to hear from someone who fancies the 
challenge and I’d be pleased to talk about what is 
involved. 
 

Dave Gibbard, Editor 

 


