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The Len Osborne Trophy has seen a  great 

response in our monthly gallery entries, here 

is the 1st quarter leader board. 

 

1 Steve Howell    6 points 

2 Dave Simpson   5 

3 Tom James    5 

4 Alan Baker   4 

5 Dave Gibbard   4 

6 Richard Bray   4 

7 Alan Truslove   4 

8 Harry Woollhead  3 

9 Paul Patterson    3 

10 John R Davis   2 

11 Martin Coles   2 

12 Alan Sturgess   2 

13 Arthur Gregor   2 

 

Its great to see newer members and novices 

doing so well. 

 

If you are looking for something to do on 

Sunday 29th October why not visit the Surrey 

Association of Woodturners Open Day  

10.30 till 4 . Mytchett Centre, Mytchett Road, 

Mytchett, Surrey GU16 6AA.  

A certain Les Thorne is the star attraction. 

Along with lots of great stalls. 

 

And for the tool lovers among you 

Screwfix Live is a three day event from 29th 

September in Farnborough. Register online at 

www.screwfixlive.com and get a free goodie 

bag worth £25 when you leave. 170 stalls 

10% off everything on the day. 

 

Contact Andi for more details:- 

andi4asg@aol.com 

01489 786750 - 07547918966 
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Chairman’s Column 

 

If you are like me you find it hard to get rid of anything because it might come in handy. Finally, 

under pressure, you have a token clear out only to find later that you could have made use of 

something you disposed of. This only goes to reinforce the mind-set of hoarding. And as you get 

older the memory fades. You stumble across something you’d squirrelled away after you’ve 

bought another to do a particular job. Does this sound familiar? 

 

Well, if it’s not too depressing, spare a thought for what is going to happen to all your stuff when 

you are no longer around. I’ve lost count of the number of families that we at HWA have helped to 

clear the workshops of members who have passed on. Of course our members benefit by being 

able to buy used tools and equipment at favourable prices. Now, with the internet, we increasingly 

get approached by people with no connection to the Club. It’s getting too much to handle and is 

interfering with the running of the Club.  

So, although it is difficult to supress the natural instinct to be helpful, we will in future only usually 

pass on offers of tools, equipment and materials to our members via the website and Email, invit-

ing interested parties to contact the seller. Any member wishing to bring things to sell to a Club 

meeting on his own behalf or for someone else must get clearance from the committee and it will 

only be allowed on certain types of meeting like turn-ins where the proceedings will not be disrupt-

ed. We thought we might also have the occasional meeting designated as a bring and buy sale.  

 

On a lighter note, it’s very encouraging to see membership steadily rising. Oh I know there are al-

ways a few members who don’t renew at the year end but the trend is definitely up mainly due to 

an influx of people new to woodturning.  I remember my novice days as most exciting as I tried to 

master each new technique set by the scary Syd Jenman, thinking I had done well until Syd point-

ed out my shortcomings. I soon got over the disappointment and resolved to try again. I’ll let you 

know when I get there!  

 

Here’s another success story. Encouraged by Keith’s initiative with the Len Osborne participation 

award, the gallery entries have increased. Take a look at the leader board on the website. It’s no 

surprise to me that novices are at the top. The gallery success has given us another problem: lack 

of time to comment on all the items displayed. Most people, having gone to the trouble of display-

ing something, would like to hear constructive comments. We are trying to generate a little more 

time at meetings by starting promptly and finishing a bit later. When there is no visiting demon-

strator, more time can perhaps be devoted to a critique. Alan and Harry will separately try to make 

sure novice work receives appropriate scrutiny.   

 

Try to get along to one of the hands-on days in Alresford organised by Bob and Harry. These 

events are devoted to providing practical help and there is not the same time pressure as at even-

ing meetings. 

 

Dave Gibbard 
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Welcome to the summer. The evening of our 
June meeting was rather wet and with 
problems on the local roads as well as major 
hold ups on the M3 around Winchester it was 
fantastic to see 61 members attending along 
with two visitors and a returning member in 
Harry Butler, who was straight into the groove 
of active member with an entry on the 
members gallery. The gallery certainly has 
stepped up a gear in the past month or two, 
possibly with the introduction of the Len 
Osborne trophy. There has been an increase 
in the number and quality of the entries from 
the novice corner as well as from the more 
established members. (Photos of which are 
available on the website) 

The meeting was kicked off by Chairman 
Dave Gibbard with a review of the usual 
notices, one very sad one regarding the 
ongoing monthly pilfering from the club shop, 
which has now led to Derek having to protect 
the stock with a re-arranged display. 

Notices done Dave introduced our guest 
demonstrator for the evening whom he had 
identified as a guest a couple of years ago at 
“Art in Action”.  

John Plater, who 
was going to turn a 
side grain natural 
edge branchwood 
bowl, started his 
talk from the front 
of the lathe giving 
us a bit of his 
background.  

 

Woodturning dovetailed very nicely with 
John’s work in full time education as a senior 
teacher, lecturer, author and “A” level 
examiner of Design and Technology. It is now 
developing as a second career after John 
retired from teaching. John has demonstrated 
to a number of woodturning clubs across the 
South East of England, focussing on natural 
edged work in the main. 

Hollowed form makes up the bulk of John’s 
work. Many of the more decorative pieces are 
left with the natural edge of the timber and will 
feature small defects, sapwood and bark. 
John quoted a professional woodturner’s 
description of this as being “repurposed 
firewood”. 

 

John is a regular exhibitor with the Society of 
Designer Craftsmen (formerly the Arts and 
Crafts Exhibition Society founded by Willliam 
Morris and Walter Crane in 1887) and is an 
active member of the Sussex Guild. Much of his 
work is produced to commission and often from 
the customer’s own timber.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving to the more traditional position of behind 
the lathe, he showed us a piece of branchwood 
of unknown species, probably fruit and possibly 
Cherry which drew a few disagreeing facial 
responses from some of our senior members. 
That said nobody offered an alternative. John 
had already prepared the blank on his bandsaw 
earlier in the day. He had drilled the hole for the 
steb centre using a Forstner bit. This was then 
secured between the steb centre in the 
headstock and a standard centre in the 
tailstock. Starting with a 3/8

th
 bowl gouge with a 

swept back edge he proceeded to turn the outer 
shape of the bowl, regularly checking that it was 
sitting true simply using his thumb across the 
tool rest to measure clearances, this paid off 
quickly as it needed a small adjustment 
between the centres and then the outer shape 
re-turned, before cutting a spigot into the base 
and finishing off the surface with a large scraper 
and a shear scraper.  

At this point John remarked that not every 
turner would agree with his choice of tools but 
these are the ones best suited to him, a point 
that few of us would disagree with. The piece 
was then removed from the centres and turned 
around for the spigot to be mounted in the 
newly fitted Axminster chuck fitted with 
O’Donnell jaws. He recommended winding the 
tailstock centre into the piece with the lathe 
running as this gives a truer centre. John then 
performed a shear scrape to the outside of the 
bowl before concentrating on the inside. 
Another snippet of advice is to place something 
white on the lathe bed to help to see the outside 
shape of the bowl. 

5
th

 June – John Plater 
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John Plater  continued 

Rather than just hollowing out he was going 
to “Core” out the centre in the hope of 
producing a smaller bowl from the same 
piece using a straight cutter from the medium 
set of the McNaughton centre saver system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sadly before completing this process the 
core snapped at the base and the external 
spigot also broke in the chuck. Not to be 
deterred John reversed the bowl over the 
chuck and quickly repaired the spigot. Now 
back on track he set the tool rest at an angle 
that allowed him to work at 90 degrees to the 
rest and achieve maximum control of the cut 
and also retain a clearer view of tip of his 
gouge as he hollowed out the remainder of 
the core. The inside shape was turned with 
the bevel of the gouge parallel to the outside 
shape. The cut was started slowly with the 
gouge closed. Once the cut was established it 
was continued by opening the gouge and 
then rolling the wrist as the curve swept 
across the bottom of the bowl. This was then 
finished off with a scraper.  

 

 

John applying 

The finishing 

Touches with 

His sander 

 

 

 

With the demonstration coming to a close 
John then discussed his finishing methods 
covering PPE (personal protective equipment 
– particularly dust control), sanding and 
finishing with Osmo polyx oil, which produces 
a nice smooth finish but not shiny, as is his 
preference.  

John fielded questions from the floor including 
one from John Davis about the use of the 
long grind gouge. This could have turned into 
a debate too long for the time available. We 
hope to return to this subject in the columns 
of Your Turn. Following a hearty round of 
applause he then gave a brief critique of a 
small selection from the very healthy 
members’ gallery. 

A letter to the editor 
 
During the recent demonstration by John Plater I 
questioned why he used a long grind gouge on the 
exterior of the bowl as he only used the very tip of the 
gouge without using the wings, pushing it in hard on 
some occasions to get a deeper cut. In my opinion, he 
would have been better to have used a standard grind 
on the exterior, using it as he did on the interior using 
the profile of the gouge 
 
To have used the wings on the long grind and get the 
benefits of a long grind would have meant holding the 
gouge at an acute angle to achieve a greater radius 
and a smoother cut, also not blunting the tip which he 
did with the first gouge. 
 
Also, members may recall that whilst turning he broke 
the bowl away from the chuck, from memory this was 
caused by using a large bowl saver tool to remove a 
very small core from a "tree wood" blank  which looked 
to me from a distance like apple, I did not inspect it 
closely. The reason I believe this blank broke away is 
because it was held on the sapwood on a thin spigot 
which could have been possibly oversize, the 
O'Donnell jaws he was using are great but the spigot 
diameter must be correct, like most other jaws, so that 
the blank is held on the full diameter of the spigot 
otherwise they will cut in, particularly on sapwood. 
These factors could have caused the break but I 
believe over zealous use of the bowl saver was 
probably the main contributor. 
 
During his response to my questions John Plater 
mentioned how some turners use a traditional grind on 
the interior and take the gouge over the top and down 
to the centre, this is a very traditional type of cut and 
can be better achieved, particularly on small pieces, if 
the gouge is ground with a double bevel so that the 
bevel contact is very small and gives more 
manoeuvrability in the cut.  
One other thing I noticed during the turning of the 
inside, with the rest inside the bowl, was that John 
Plater was holding the gouge with his knuckles 
clenched over the rest. Whilst i am not decrying his 
turning ability I believe turners should be extremely 
careful, especially beginners, when using this method 
of hold of a gouge, more so on natural edge bowls 
which can rap the knuckles easily, I leave you to 
consider the results! 
 
Please appreciate that these comments are my 
personal opinion and that I am aware that every turner 
has his or her method of turning and likes to use the 
way and tools that suit them best. 

John R Davis.  
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58 members attended the July meeting, and we 
welcomed new member Brian Eyley from 
Fareham. 

After the usual messages and a fire exit briefing 
Dave introduced our speaker for the evening  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Smart from Chestnut Products, so for 
once we have a man and a lathe but no 
woodturning just a very interesting and 
informative demonstration of how to finish your 
turned items in a variety of ways. Why is it 
called finishing? Well when you have turned 
your item on the lathe and then sanded it you 
don’t just stop there you finish it, or complete it.  

 

Before starting the demonstration Terry was 
asked by Alan Sturgess for the difference 
between “Food safe” and “Toy safe”, this led to 
a fairly long explanation into the various 
arduous and expensive testing processes that 
products have to go through to become 
officially “Safe”. With over 25 years in the 
surface coatings industry - including time spent 
in manufacturing, research and development 
laboratories, quality control, technical 
assistance as well as sales and marketing - 
Terry is more than qualified to demonstrate and 
talk about finishes, and has done so around the 
UK and Europe at trade fairs, public exhibitions, 
shops and club demos.  

Terry demonstrates the various “Chestnut” 
finishes using a selection of laminated 
cylinder blanks, these show three different 
wood types with identical finishes. First step 
is to prepare the blanks for demonstrations, 
this is done by working through the different 
grades of cloth backed abrasives, he then 
introduced us to the “Nyweb” range of 
finishing abrasives four different colours 
Green (Standard 400 grit), Red (Extra Fine 
600 grit) Orange (Ultra Fine 1000 grit) and 
finally White (Non Abrasive) he remembers 
the correct sequence by using the first letter 
of each colour, i.e. GROW which is what 
trees do.  

Terry then removes any remaining dust with 
a tack cloth, which he keeps in a screw top 
jar to avoid unnecessary drying out of the 
impregnated resin. He then applied 
cellulose sanding sealer using a safety 
cloth. There was some discussion about the 
common practice of diluting sanding sealer. 
Apart from adding solvent to compensate 
for loss over time by evaporation, Terry 
does not advocate thinning. The sealer is 
designed to coat the surface. Dilution may 
aid penetration but that is not the purpose of 
the product.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The surface is then cut back with burnishing 
cream before applying a thin coat of 
Woodwax22. Which is a blend of beeswax 
and carnauba wax. Terry suggests that 
most new woodturners buy too many 
different finishes and that Woodwax22 will 
do a great job on most turned items. During 
the tea break Terry was very busy selling a 
wide range of his products to members and 
answering questions on a one to one basis 
as he went along. 

Monday July 3
rd

 – Terry Smart from Chestnut Products 
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Terry Smart Continued 

After the break, Terry changed over to a 

different blank, again prepared as before 

through the grades. This time using a Shellac 

sanding sealer, de-nibbed with orange and 

white NyWeb pads. Terry then applied the 

Melamine lacquer, pointing out that you should 

not shake the can as it contains no solids so 

will not achieve anything other than to 

introduce air bubbles that can affect the finish. 

This was again finished off with burnishing 

cream, and then buffed to a high gloss finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the final demonstration of the evening Terry 

mounted a pre turned piece of ash into the 

chuck to show us his ebonising methods, as 

this had already been done previously he again 

went through the process of sanding and 

removing the previous finishing, this time 

adding a further process of using a liming 

brush, this has crimped bronze bristles which 

open up  the softer grain of the wood without 

scratching the close grained areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He then applied black ebonising lacquer with a 

spray can and when that was dry he sparingly 

applied copper gilt cream with a safety cloth, 

rubbing it into the grain. He used Woodwax 22 

to remove the surplus gilt cream and buffed it 

to a shine. This was then buffed at 

approximately 1500 rpm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry made a quick pass along the members’ 

gallery, concentrating his comments on how 

certain items were finished.  The gallery was 

another good display and all items can be seen 

on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry brought the demonstration to a close by 

mentioning the Chestnut website which has a 

wealth of information on finishing products and 

also a blog of recently answered questions from 

their customer helpline,  

They are also planning to resurrect their weekly 

email newsletter which will include those same 

Q&As. Just send him an email to be included 

on the mailing list. 

 

terry.smart@chestnutproducts.co.uk 

 

www.chestnutproducts.co.uk 
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Fire Evacuation procedure from 
the main hall at the Railway 

Institute Romsey Road Eastleigh 
 
 

In the event of a fire and/or the fire alarm 
being sounded all persons should use 
the nearest fire exit and make their way 
to the public car park outside 
Sainsbury’s supermarket, the other side 
from the Institute via the subway. 
 
DO NOT attempt to control a fire that is 
obviously out of control or which could 
place you or other persons at risk.  
 
Once everyone has congregated in the 
car park a member of H.W.A. committee 
will take a roll call from the register and 
visitors book.  
 
It is of the upmost importance that all 
members and visitors assemble at the 
assembly point.  
 
Please do not leave the assembly area 
until your name has been called. 
 
 
The FIRE ALARM is a continuous 
ringing bell. 
 
Please make yourself aware of all fire 
exits. 
 

June 2017 
 

Monday 7
th

 August 

Club Challenge night 

54 members attended Augusts meeting which 
was the latest club challenge night. 

14 of those present entered “two of something” 
this being the theme of the challenge. 

The first half of the evening was dedicated 
“Sharpening” we had three grinders set up in 
front of the stage with a variety of jigs and 
additional sharpening tools. The tables were 
manned by stalwarts Bob Hope, Alan Sturgess 
and Mike Haselden. who shared their 
experience with an audience consisting of 
novices to experienced turners, several of 
whom had brought along their own turning tools 
for sharpening. Naturally there were varying 
opinions of the best methods and angles for 
grinding, but all agreed that you eventually 
settle for “What suits you and your own turning 
style”. 

During the tea break members viewed the 
fifteen “pairs” on display on the gallery table 
and selected their personal 1

st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 on 

their voting slips, John Holden then collected 
and collated the results.  

 

We had an outright winner in Mike Haselden 
with a pair on twisted candlesticks with 
contrasting centres you will note from the 
picture that the twists are in opposite directions, 
just another little touch of perfectionism from 
Mike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 prize went to Ian Woodford for his 
candlesticks 

 

 

 

 

 

And 3
rd

 were Chris 
Davey’s pair of lace bobbins, and just one point 
behind Harry Woollhead’s jug shaped vases. 
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We had our fingers crossed for good weather for the 

fete and it turned out fine. Numbers attending were 

way up on previous years probably because this 

was the first time the event was on social media. 

The usual mixture of attractions was available 

including the woodturning stand manned by student 

Will helping Keith and Susan and the quoits 

competition run by their granddaughters. A new 

feature was the art exhibition organised by my wife 

Marion who had twisted a few arms at her art group 

for donations of pictures for sale at the fete. Overall 

the event made a record £7625 after expenses for 

the funds. 

 

My Thanks to Susan and Keith Barnes and their 

granddaughters for manning our stand and the 

quoits on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The items we turn must be selling somewhere as 

the stock is currently quite low.  So it’s been back to 

basic items Pens, Dibbers, String Lines, 

Mushrooms etc. Plus a lot of requests for Earring 

Stands which seem to sell as quickly as there are 

finished.  We’ve also done a couple of three legged 

stools which were ordered taken at Furzey with 

pyrography on the top.  We turn the tops and legs 

then in the woodwork shop they drill the holes, glue 

in the legs and then using a transfer or stencil to 

copy burn in the fairy figures 

 

Les Barrow has found it difficult to commit to 

Mondays and Thursday at Minstead and so has 

opted to drop Mondays.  That means we have just 5 

turners sharing the Monday slots.  We are 

committed to continuing our support for woodturning 

at the Minstead Trust but really do need someone to 

help. An understanding attitude is more important 

than turning ability so if you can turn a dibber, a 

string line or a mushroom we could do with your 

help. 

 

Why not come and see the students in action? You 

would be very welcome. 

Alan Sturgess 

 

I didn’t think I had very much for this edition but then 

I thought through what had happened and realised 

we had actually achieved quite a lot. 

 

In June we took lathes, tools and equipment to 

Furzey Garden and ran our session from there as a 

part of the New Forest Arts fortnight.  It was agreed 

we would keep our normal time slot with the 

students so as not to disrupt their time table.  That 

proved to be a bit negative as we started at 9:30 but 

the gates opened at 10 O’clock we were in the Bug 

Hut at the end of the trail.  So before the public got 

to us it was around midday and we finished at 

12:45.  But a number of them made it and were 

suitably impressed with the results.  We even made 

a few sales and took a couple of orders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the second Monday “That’s South” TV turned up 

and interviewed the students and our Chairman 

Dave Gibbard.  We only expected a short clip, but it 

went out at 6:30 pm that night and was over 5 

minutes long.  It can be found on You Tube via the 

That’s South web page. 

 

Alan Gilvear had been on a course with Brian 

Hannam and bought some turning tools and timber 

but enthusiasm had cooled and wanted to dispose 

of it. He agreed to proceeds going to our charity 

work at Minstead.  The sale raised £85 and the 

wood that wasn’t sold was taken to Minstead for the 

students to use.  Our thanks to Brian for 

coordinating and storing the items pre-sale. 

 

Once again in July there was the annual Minstead 

Fete and fund raising event.  Due to family 

commitments I was not able to attend so Dave has 

kindly written a report of the event which follows: 

Alan with 

Graham & 

Kevin 

Some enthusiastic 

drumming 



10 

Hello all. 
 
In the summer issue of Y.T. I wrote about the energy efficiency and longer lasting L.E.D tube as 
a direct replacement for a fluorescent tube. 
I also said that replacing a switch start fluorescent fitting the type fitted with a canister starter 
normally found on the side of the fitting was quite easy. You replace the canister starter with a 
fuse link that is supplied with the tube. No modification of the internal wiring of the fitting is 
required. 
 
As with all electrical work if you are not confident in working with it, employ an electrician. I 
always tell people Gas you can smell. Water you can see. Electricity you can’t see or smell but 
when you touch it, it hurts and it can shorten your life. 
 
I have had a number of telephone calls from members who have fluorescent fittings fitted with 
ballast units. These are called instant start fittings.  
They were finding it difficult modifying the wiring within the fitting to suit the new L.E.D. tube. 
 
If you have an instant start fitting and you would like to fit an L.E.D. tube, follow the instructions 
below and you will be able to achieve this.  
 
First of all you must make the fitting safe to work on by switching off the power supply at the 
mains.  
Just switching off at the wall switch is not sufficient.  
 
Cut the wirers from the ballast unit (normally 6) and remove the unit as it is not required.  
You should now have 6 loose wires. 2 go to each bipin endcap (4). The other 2 are the supply 
leads. Remove the 2 supply leads connected to the incoming mains wiring. 
Connect 2 of the wires from one bipin end cap to the power supply cables, the supply cables will 
be coloured Red & Black or Brown & Blue depending on the age of the cables.  
You may have extra red/brown cables that are joined together; only use the cables that were 
connected to the fluorescent fitting.   
The other 2 wires from the other endcap must be insulated separately as they are not required. 
You can if you prefer remove these cables.  
Now you should be able to get power from the wall switch (line & neutral) to one bipin endcap of 
the fitting.   
Check the earth wire from the power supply is connected to the metal fitting with a nut & bolt or 
by some type of mechanical means.  
Refit any covers that you have taken off and fit the new L.E.D. tube into the two end caps.  
Once the power supply is switched back on the tube should light up. 
If it doesn’t work try reversing the tube.  
If it still will not light up switch off the mains supply and recheck all the wiring connections, fuse 
or circuit breaker switch the power supply back on and try again.  
If this fails it’s now time you need to call an electrician. 
 
It’s wise to attach a label to the light fitting with the words L.E.D. TUBE FITTED. This will inform 
people at a later date an L.E.D. tube has been fitted.  
Fitting a fluorescent tube in place of a L.E.D. tube will cause an electrical fault. 
 
If you should need more information log into “YOU TUBE” there is a number of videos showing 
how to connect up L.E.D. tubes. These sites are mainly American. They call the bipin endcaps  
 
“TOMB STONES” trust the Americans. 
 

Stay Safe 
Keith Barnes 
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If you are new to turning it is difficult to find out 
where to start and what to start with. You want 
to be in front of your lathe making something 
but what and how. I recall my first attempt at 
turning and it was with a great friend Bob 
Hope, our club secretary, who told me how to 
stand, how to get the bowl gouge rubbing then 
cutting and how to form a curve. Well this was 
the start of the journey that is still in its infancy, 
but on going.  

 

It stimulated me to wanting to gain more 
knowledge about how to choose wood, what 
tools were and what to buy, what type of lathe 
I should invest in and how to use the tools 
safely. 

 

We are very lucky as there is a large selection 
of books that will give you the knowledge and 
help you on your journey. I prefer books to the 
internet as they have been produced by expert 
turners and vetted by fellow friends. The 
internet is another source of information but, 
be aware that the contributors may be 
amateurs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first book for me was the Two-in-one 
Manuals Woodturning by Phil Irons. This 
book is designed to give you step by step 
instructions for 22 projects plus an illustrated, 
ready –reference handbook of Techniques. It 
is workshop friendly and ideal as a starting 
point. 

 

It talks about different tools and how to use 
them, with practices that you can do. It is like 
driving a car, if you get the basics correct you 
will progress safely, if you do not then you will 
find it more difficult to progress and may 
become frustrated at your ability to only 
produce wood chips and items for the fire.  

 

 

 

The next book I would recommend is Turning 
Wood with Richard Raffan. This book will 
answer all your basic questions on Turning 
from the lathe to wood to tool handling and 
finishing. It is an encyclopaedia and well worth 
investing in. It contains dozens of pictures 
showing how to and explains why things go 
wrong.  

 

 

 

 

 

As you progress you have more questions 
than answers in your head and the ideal way 
to improve is to ensure you have truly 
mastered your skills. I found that I wanted to 
make different shapes and would recommend 
Mark Baker’s book “Wood Turning Projects 
- A workshop guide to shapes”. This will 
give you plenty of ideas on what to try next.  

It contains projects and detailed descriptions 
of how to complete a project. If like me you 
want a drawing to follow Mark has produced 
excellent dimensional drawings which give you 
a guide to getting going to producing an 
interesting piece of work.  

 

During your learning process, you will need 
feedback and this is where the club can help. 
Harry Wool head runs the novice corner where 
you can bring work in and have it appraised 
this not only gives you ideas on what to do 
next time but by just listening to the comments 
made on other people’s work you gain a little 
extra knowledge.  

 

We are also running a Turn in Day at Old 
Alresford on 25

th
 November, where we have 5 

lathes or so, operated by club members 
performing different tasks. Here you can watch 
and have a go yourself, with guidance and ask 
as many questions as you like. It is a day not 
to be missed.  

Happy Chipping 

Alan Baker 
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Braishfield Horticultural Society show 15 July 

 

When the new Chair of the Braishfield Horticultural Society thought it would be a good idea to 

extend the scope of their annual show, she naturally thought of woodturning (well wood comes 

from trees and trees are plants!) and asked me if I’d like to come along. This evolved into one of 

our community outreach events with a plug for Minstead Trust. I was joined by Keith and Susan 

Barnes and John Holden to put on a display and demo.  

 

The flower and vegetable competition went ahead in the hall whilst we were 

outside making shavings. Attendance was rather disappointing (competition with 

ladies final at Wimbledon maybe?) 

 

but we enjoyed ourselves, ending up making mushrooms and 

spinning tops to give to the children. 

 

 

 

We took about £20 for Minstead and made some friends as well as meeting 

one or two prospective new members. So I suppose that’s what outreach is all about. 

Dave Gibbard  

 
 
 
We welcome 2 new members.  
Harry Butler from Liss Forest (re-joining member). Brian Eyley from Wickham. 
Members attending monthly meetings. June 61, July 56, August 54. 
Visitors,        June 2, July 1, August 1. 
We normally see a drop in members attending meeting during the summer period, due to the holi-
day period. 
Our membership numbers now stand at 88 this includes 3 honorary members. 
16 people decided not to re-join H.W.A. this year. 
 
Sadly 2 members Les Osborne and Ralph Stone departed this life, and we would like to send our 
condolences to their families at this time. 
 
On a brighter note the LES OSBORNE trophy has been given a boost with 23 members partici-
pating in the scheme so far. Please keep up the good work. It’s a pleasure to see the excellent 
turned work displayed by all concerned. 
 
95% of members are now signing in at the desk, many thanks to them. It’s now just the remaining 
5% who need to sign in on their arrival at club nights. 
Many thanks      Keith Barnes. 

Membership Secretary. 
Telephone No, 01489 796433 
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Hazards of  Wood dust 2 of 2 
 

Keith our H&S man continues his article from the Summer issue 
 

Effect - continued 
So, how does wood dust affect a wood turner? 
The most common way that wood dust affects a wood turner is by being an irritant. This simply 
means that it can irritate our skin, our eyes, and our lungs. This can mean a reaction such as 
itching, sneezing, coughing, runny nose, rashes, and asthma-like breathing problems. 
Taking things a step beyond being just irritating, some woods can make us more sensitive upon 
each successive exposure. So even if you don’t experience any sort of allergic reaction to the 
wood or its dust upon first exposure, each time you breathe the dust or handle the wood you can 
be sensitised. Sometimes the eventual reaction can be quite strong, resulting in rashes or boils, 
severe sinus or respiratory pain/inflammation, or a number of other conditions depending on the 
wood species. 
Some wood is considered to be directly toxic. One example of this is Yew. 
It is a misconception that you only need an extractor system when sanding. I would agree the 
problem is more pronounced when sanding. Fine wood dust particles are being removed all the 
time when wood turning. 
 
Exposure 
Wood dust and Formaldehyde must be kept as low as reasonably practicable in our workshops. 
Have you ever had the misfortune when turning certain types of woods, when your eyes start to 
feel sore and run with water, your throat feels dry, sore and swollen, and your chest feels tight and 
you start to cough or sneeze or a rash comes out on your body? You think should I contact the 
doctor to get it checked out, but you know what the problem is and hopefully it will go away in a 
few hours or so.  
Before any damage has been caused with the wood dust particles entering your respiratory 
system you should take measure to prevent this. Please don’t get to alarmed    
Providing you take adequate control measures you should not have any problems. 
 
Control Measure 
To help prevent long term damage from happening I have listed some of the basic control 
measures we can all use to help prevent these problems …… 
A good effective local extraction system (L.E.V.) is a must to have to be safe, air filtration unit 
should also be considered, personal Cup shaped Respirator, and Powered Respirators should 
also be considered.  
Just putting a fan in front of you when turning is not sufficient it will only blow the dust particles 
away to be inhaled at a later time by you or someone else. 
A good L.E.V system will pull wood dust away from your face into a collecting bag that can be 
disposed of at a later date. 
As a secondary precaution small wood dust particle missed by the L.E.V. can be pulled into a 
ceiling mounted air filtration unit or wall fan that is fitted with good quality air filters.  
A wall fan with filters would be sensible to have in a large work shop environment.  
All extractors systems must pull wood dust particles away from you so these systems should be 
sited in front. Not at the back of you when you are turning. 
 
The bare minimum measures you should take when turning is wearing a face respirator mask. 
Having the basic equipment and keeping to these simple procedures will help you stay safe.  
Helping you to enjoy your hobby, and to live a lot longer. 
We should work towards keeping dust levels as low as reasonably practical. 
 
General Maintenance 
 It is very important when cleaning the work shop and emptying out filters and bags that you use a 
vacuum cleaner not brushes. And remember when empting out a vacuum cleaner to wear a face 
mask respirator.  
Don’t wait until your filter bags are blocked before you empty them. Blocked filters and over full 
collecting bags will reduce the efficiency of your system. 

http://www.wood-database.com/wood-identification/by-scientific-name/#taxus
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Situation Vacant. The Club Shop. 
Derek Barkaway has run the Club shop for 
over 4 years. The shop is primarily a service to 
members which is particularly valuable for 
those consumable items we all need, 
especially as a number of local retailers have 
closed down over the years. During his tenure 
Derek has expanded the range of items on 
offer, arranged group discounts and, from time 
to time, purchases of materials featured in 
demonstrations. 
After much deliberation Derek has decided to 
stand down from his position of running the 
shop at the end of his current term next April. 
He cites other responsibilities, particularly in 
the church as his reason as well as the 
difficulty of storage and transport of the stock. 
So we are looking for someone to take over 
from Derek. The role requires someone who 
attends most meetings and would be able to 
look after the stock and bring it to the 
meetings, to keep records of sales and 
purchases and to re-stock as required. Helpers 
are generally on hand during the evenings. 
Decisions about the future range of stock items 
taking account of members’ needs and the 
practicality of a mobile shop facility will be 
required.  
Derek has offered to give help with the hand 
over during the generous period of notice. 
I would like to thank Derek for his valuable 
contribution to the running of the Club in 
general and the shop in particular and hope he 
continues to enjoy active membership of our 
Club in the future. 

Dave Gibbard, Chairman 

Obituary -Ralph Stone 

My dad spent all of his spare time in his beloved garage doing carpentry which 
he loved with a passion, he then found woodturning and the Hampshire 
Woodturners Association. 

He joined HWA and was a member for quite a number of years, he really 
enjoyed the monthly meetings and demonstrations which helped him hone his 
skills.   He did a huge amount of wood turning and consequently our family 
home was filled with bowls of all shapes and sizes  much contemplation took 
place on which piece would be good enough to enter into the monthly 
challenge, which I understand, apart from the demonstration, would be the 
highlight of the evening. 

 

Sadly my dad succumbed to dementia and whilst the wood turning took a back seat the pieces he 
created for family and friends remain a wonderful reminder of his skill and passion for wood. I am 
very pleased that his enthusiasm was such that his grandsons have shown an interest, I foresee his 
wood turners smock being put to good use in the years to come 

Dad died 11th August 2017, aged 80. 

Sandra Stone 

 
Hazards of wood dust - continued 
 
 
Installation 
When installing an extraction system using 
tubing or ducting use easy bends and Y 
junctions this will help keep the resistance of 
air movement down to a minimum.  
If you should have an extensive system, 
think about grounding the system down to 
earth with copper wire. Regardless if it’s a 
plastic or a metal system this will help 
prevent the dust and debris that is moving 
inside the system creating a build-up of static 
electricity. 
 
Information Sheets 
Additional information on this topic can be 
found on the internet or at your local library.  
 
 
No access to a computer. Ask someone 
who has to down load the information for 
you.  
 
Happy turning and remember Safety doesn’t 
go on Holiday 
 

So please stay safe. 
 

Keith Barnes 


