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About us 
Hampshire Woodturners’ Association meets at the 
Railway Institute, 2 Romsey Road Eastleigh (02380 
612270) on the first Monday of each month (the 
second if the first is a bank holiday).  
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most 
meetings feature a talk or demonstration about a 
turning or related subject by a club member or an 
invited guest. Several times a year we have “turn-
ins” with lathes being operated by members 
demonstrating various techniques. There is a club 
shop selling various turning sundries, and a library. 
Members can advertise things for sale or wanted.  
Every month members are invited to bring work for 
the gallery and there is usually a critique of selected 
items. There is also a monthly project for novices 
with the opportunity to discuss the problems 
encountered and overcome. Refreshments are 
served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle rounds off the 
evening. 
Membership is £17 per year with a joining fee of £5 
for new members. Potential new members are 
welcome to come along and visit us without 
obligation or charge.  
There's a Web Site too:- 
 www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk 
 
Contacts 
Chairman.........Roy Nailor 023 80861893  
Secretary.........Bob Hope. 0118 9813552 
Treasurer.........Alan Sturgess 023 80892622 
Novices.........  Ian Woodford 01962 854528 
Membership...  David Ackroyd 01489 784985 
Turn-ins ……. George Gale 02380 265195 
Newsletter......  Dave Gibbard 02380 262660 
Webmaster….. Chris West 01794512718 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
  
    d-m.gibbard@dsl.pipex.com  
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 
 

 26, 27 November Hillier’s Winter Wood & 
Plant Fair 
Ron Broadway, Brian Mitchell and Roy Holder 
represented HWA at this new style Hillier’s event. 
New in that it featured a number of other crafts- 
including jewellery, fabrics, jam makers, greetings 
cards as well as a sale of wood and plants by Hilliers 
themselves. It had been much better advertised than 
previously and the result was that it was well 
attended and our “lads” did rather well. This will 
probably be the format for future events by the Hillier 
Gardens management. 
Once again thanks to Ron for organising things. 
   
5 December – Christmas Social, Naomi 
House & Les Thorne’s log demo  
Those candlesticks, tea light holders etc just kept on 
coming. Extra tables were hurriedly brought out and 
they were soon groaning under the weight of almost 
200 examples of our efforts. The candles were being 
donated to Naomi House Hospice for sale in their 
fund raising “Light up a Life” promotion.  
The committee were overwhelmed and wondered 
what had to be done to get this sort of response at 
the gallery every month…. 
Hazel Whitehead of Naomi House gratefully received 
the donations which greatly exceeded her 
expectations in both quality and quantity. 
She was asked to choose her favourite item and she 
went for a trio of simple, stylish candlesticks by Colin 
Cordery.  
Colin was presented with a bottle of malt donated by 
the club for his efforts. 
Not to miss a trick, George Gale caught Colin before 
he could recover and got him to agree to 
demonstrate how they were made at the January 
turn-in! 
It was left to Ian Woodford to price the items and 
deliver them to Naomi’s warehouse. His report 
follows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations to Naomi House by HWA members 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hazel presenting 
Colin with his prize 
for making her 
favourite 
candlesticks 

EDITORIAL 
 

The first quarterly issue of Your Turn coincides with the welcome revival of the Novice project even before 
rigor mortis had set in. Many thanks to John R. Davis, who, with the support of Brian Mitchell and Ian 
Hutchinson stepped in to save this valuable feature of our club. Contributions from John and Brian about the 
project with write-ups for the next three tasks feature in this issue as well as Ian Woodford’s message and 
nomination for the award of the Les Revell cup for 2005. 
More good news is that Jon Gibbs has volunteered to take over the website maintenance from Chris West 
who is standing down after performing sterling work in setting it up and running it. The website has proved a 
valuable asset for the club with a large number of visitors from all over the world and a third of our new 
members making contact via the site.  
The size of this issue is also swelled by a project by Denis Hilditch (more please from the rest of you) and 
the AGM announcement. We have been forced to dispense with the front cover to keep to the mandatory 12 
sides dictated by constraints of paper copies and distribution. Now if only you would all get on line…… 

Dave Gibbard, Editor
 

 



 
5 December – Continued 
Well who else would have been able to follow that 
but the ebullient Mr. Thorne? If ever you wondered 
what you could do with a wet log but were afraid to 
ask, Les is the man to show you. Relaxed and 
confident in his command of both the medium and 
his audience he converted pieces of wet wood into 
nice thin bowls with a most impressive turn of speed. 
I don’t normally suck up to people like this but I still 
harbour the naïve hope that he might one day give 
me a discount. He might harbour the equally naïve 
hope that one day I might spend some money. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Les 
Thorne 
 in full 
flight 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As it was our Christmas meeting, George Gale 
followed tradition by providing some refreshments to 
keep our strength up in the face of all this exhausting 
excitement.   
 
16 January – Turn-in 
The first meeting of the new year saw the 
introduction of a greeter at the door. Thanks to Denis 
Hilditch for volunteering to help Dave Ackroyd with 
the task. Dennis had to field a lot of questions from 
suspicious members who were fazed by someone 
actually talking to them. The idea is to try to make 
people feel welcome and on a more practical level to 
have a record of who is in the room for safety 
reasons. 
The meeting featured demos by Colin Cordery 
(Naomi’s choice), Alan Sturgess and Dave Barlow. 
Dave’s demo was hijacked by Les Thorne and Brian 
Hannam in a one handed skew contest. (Pictured 
right).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who’s afraid of the big bad skew? 
 
Exhausted by the efforts for the previous meeting, 
members could only manage a modest display in the 
gallery. Denis Hilditch has written up how he made 
the pomander he brought along to the gallery for 
Your Turn. 
The novice revival on the other hand got off to a 
good start with an entry of some very nice gavels to 
the gratification of the organisers John Davis, Brian 
Mitchell and Ian Hutchinson. 
  
6 February – Peter Hemsley, ornamental 
turning 
Peter Hemsley visited us from his base at that other 
railway town, Didcot to demonstrate ornamental 
turning. That’s where the cutter rotates on the lathe 
and the work is held still. The work can be presented 
to the cutter in different positions and orientations by 
means of an adjustable table. 
 
  

 
Peter Hemsley setting 
up the adjustable table 
and one of his 
decorated bowls, below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Continued…... 

 

 

 



 
6 February report, continued 
In preparation for the ornamental work, Peter turned 
a bowl in ash to be decorated. He advocated 
Ekaman abrasives. The advantage over others is 
said to be the availability of many more grits. This 
means that smaller steps in grit sizes are possible to 
the benefit of the finish. Certainly the finish on his 
bowl was good considering ash has a fairly course 
grain.  
 
For those with enough cash and patience, all this kit 
can be bought from Peter at the Tool Post and it is 
compatible with the very nice Wivamac lathe which 
he also sells. Phone 01235810658 or visit 
www.thetoolpost.co.uk  
 
The gallery bounced back from last month with a 
nice display on which Peter gave a critique.  
A good selection of eggs on the novice table too. 
Keep it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter doing the gallery critique encouraging Callum 
Hardie to keep up the free style shown in this wall tile  

 
NAOMI HOUSE REPORT – Ian Woodford 

 
On behalf of the committee and Naomi House I must 
applaud everyone in the club who responded and 
supported the Candlestick Event. I think it fair to say 
how overwhelmed everyone was at the number of 
candle holders produced. The variety, quality and 
quantity did the HWA proud. 
The task of pricing was a little daunting and took me 
over half a day, but it was most rewarding because 
of the charitable spirit everyone had put into making 
them. The figure I eventually arrived at was just over 
£1200 and I delivered them just in time for the ‘Light 
up a life’ campaign at Romsey Abbey.  
Our delivery missed much of the campaign and so 
far only a small proportion (about 10%) have been 
sold.  

Of the remainder, the lower cost items will be sold 
through the Naomi House shops and the larger ones 
reserved for sale or auction at coming events.  
 
The way the club pulled together for this event and a 
similar one many years ago for the Jubilee Sailing 
Trust, has led me to think that we could conduct a 
similar event each year. Your thoughts and ideas 
would be most welcome so that we can swing into 
action for 2006. 
 
Once again, a big ‘thank you’ to all who took part. 
 

Ian Woodford 

  
COMING EVENTS 

 
6 March - Julie Heryet 
Julie is teasing us by keeping the subject of her 
demo a secret!  Part of it will involve threads but we 
are left to speculate on the rest, no doubt featuring 
her sculptural form work. 
Don’t forget the gallery and novice project. 
 
11 March - Stuart Mortimer Workshop 
This will be an all day session at Stuart’s workshop 
in Grately. Hopefully a chance for a bit of “hands-on” 
with an acknowledged master. 
Cost is £15. Space is strictly limited and there are 
just a few places left. So contact Alan Sturgess if you 
are interested. Tea and coffee will be provided but 
you will need to bring a packed lunch. 
 

3 April - AGM and the Hiltons 
The AGM announcement and nomination forms are 
in this issue. Two committee members are standing 
down, Ian Woodford and Chris West, and you are 
not obliged to re-elect the rest of us either, so get 
those nominations to Bob in good time.  
The AGM business will probably be over as quickly 
as usual and enable us to move swiftly on to a talk 
by Derrick and Ann Hilton of Dorset Woodturners. 
The subject will be woven decoration on turned 
items, illustrated by examples of their work. 
 
15 May Turn In 
Provisionally Chris Davey Dave Foote and Jon Gibbs 
will be performing. George Gale is always ready to 
hear from new volunteers. 
 

 



LETTERS & EMAILS 
 

This is my granddaughter 
Emily. She is a brain 
injured child. 
She is 5 and does not 
speak. She was 4 before 
she walked. 
Her injury is thought to 
have resulted from 
oxygen starvation at birth. 
There are thousands of 
children with various 
types of brain injuries 
producing different 
symptoms.  

Most of us have noticed children who are “not quite 
right” or are “misbehaving” in public and look on with 
a mixture of sympathy and disapproval.  
As I did before Emily. 
 
BIBIC is the British Institute for Brain Injured 
Children. Their dedicated staff offer an analysis of 
each child’s condition and a programme of therapy to 
encourage the brain to find other ways of coping. We 
went with Emily and her parents to BIBIC and are now 
trying to help give her a level of ability to enable her to 
communicate and lead a life as normal as possible. 
 
BIBIC is a registered charity with no funding from 
Government. (Not enough voters affected I guess). It 
costs over £1 million each year, which is raised by 
donations, legacies, fund raising events and, recently, 
contributions from the Lottery and Children in Need. 
 
There are ways you can help me to help them.  
 
Firstly BIBIC made over £70,000 last year by recycling 
unwanted mobile phones and printer and copier 
cartridges. (Often old ones are just thrown away). I will 
be placing a collecting box in the hall at each of our 
meetings. If you go out to work, do your colleagues 
and your employer just throw them away? If so, would 
you ask them to throw them in your direction and then 
bring them to our meetings? 
Secondly, BIBIC have an open day at their Bridgwater 
HQ on 17th June. I am thinking of running a stall with a 
lathe, turning skittles with a skittle alley next to it. If 
anyone feels moved to donate a day of their time to 
give me a hand, kids like Emily and the BIBIC staff 
would be very grateful. I will also need some wood. 
Almost anything would do provided we can make some 
skittles and balls from it. And it has to be free.   
 
Visit www.bibic.org.uk 

Dave Gibbard 

 
This letter comes from Colin Spencer 
I joined HWA 3½ years ago. I knew that early 
retirement was imminent and I wanted something 
creative to fill my spare time. In the late 50's and 
early 60's, when woodworking was taught in schools, 
I enjoyed working with wood and turning in particular. 
My mother still has an Elm bowl, made from a tree in 
our garden stricken with Dutch Elm Disease, and a 
laminated table lamp that I made on my school lathe. 
Living in Farnborough at the time HWA seemed like 
an appropriate club to join. I was welcomed by David 
Foote and various other members. That friendship, 
help and advice has continued. I am sure that other 
clubs could learn from the friendly 'laid back' attitude 
adopted by the Association. 
 
I moved to Spain two years ago believing my 
retirement to be imminent, my company however 
had different ideas. I continued working for them 
part-time and commuting from Spain to the UK. I 
managed to engineer trips to the UK to coincide with 
the regular Monday night meetings, although the 
journey from Staines to Eastleigh was a bit of a trek. 
Finally on 31st December 2005 I received my 
'marching orders' and am now living in Spain full-
time with my feet covered in shavings. 
 
Woodturning in Spain is a minority pursuit, the 
Spanish do not seem keen on this type of practical 
hobby. There are a number of ex-pats here but only 
a handful of turners and they are spread out and 
none local to me. Finding sources of decent wood is 
also a challenge, the amount of Olive that is burnt 
each winter as heating fuel would make any turner 
cry. I have found some sources of planked wood but 
trees / prunings are a different matter. Forget trying 
to buy woodturning tools and finishes. The feature in 
Woodturning recently may go some way to address 
the lack of turners in this country but Galicia, the 
area featured, is some 700+ miles from me. 
 
I regret that now that I am living here my attendance 
at club nights will be limited to the odd occasion 
when I return to the UK to visit friends and family. I 
would like to thank you all once again for your 
friendship, I intend to remain a member and will look 
forward to receiving the newsletter to see what you 
are all doing. If any of you are visiting the Costa 
Blanca on holiday please look me up and if you 
manage to fit the odd piece of Yew in your luggage it 
would be gratefully received. 

 
Colin Spencer 

 colin@turnspain.com 
 
 

 



 
MORE LETTERS 
From ex Chairman and deep thinker, Dave Foote:- 
I've just (belatedly) read the November newsletter 
and within it the mail from Derek Carter.  As you 
know I spent several of my months as Chairman 
trying to find ways of encouraging the level of 
involvement amongst members. 
I think that we will only achieve what we want by 
trying some new ideas, rather than simply flogging 
the old ones. For example: 
- local "cells" within the overall structure of the club 
so that those who live in an area could meet to share 
ideas/experiences/pints on a timetable that is 
separate from the monthly HWA meet. I would be 
happy to host a group for the Romsey area so long 
as it could be kept small enough to reasonably fit 
within my workshop area.  (Circa 8 people?).  Such 
cells could then form units to give presentations/ turn 
ins - we could even have competitions between 
them. They would also form the basis of the 
encouragement to novices. 

- make the periodic workshops more interactive e.g. 
bring in a "name" for some period of demo and then 
follow it (after lunch?) with a "turn in" based 
around whatever the speaker was showing in the 
morning.  That way more people get more hands on 
and have the chance to learn directly.  If it were 
the right Sunday we could even get the speaker on 
the Monday evening too (has worked well as I recall) 
- incentivise the gallery - free coffee?  Access to a 
separate draw for a separate £20 each time there is 
a gallery? 
- offer different classes of membership with those 
who want to watch paying a little more than those 
who participate in some way. 
All of these have drawbacks but if we don't try new 
ideas we will never learn/grow etc.  
Perhaps you could throw these ideas to the 
committee?  

David Foote 
Always keen to receive new ideas and volunteers. 
Any comments from other members? - Editor 
 
 

POT-POURRI CONTAINER – Denis Hilditch 
 

Let me say that I am very much an amateur turner 
though I have worked wood all of my working life.  
My plan was to turn a base to hold pot-pourri (the 
smelly stuff) and a vent to release the vapour into the 
room. Having won a Santos Rosewood blank in an 
HWA raffle I chose this for the base. The ‘vent’ would 
be made from an old piece of Boxwood which was 
left in my garden shed by the previ ous owner.  
 
I made some full size drawings showing the base as 
a simple dough-nut shape with a small hole in the top 
through which it would be hollowed out. For me this 
would be a challenge. The vent would be a hollow 
‘finial’ with piercing in the sides. The rosewood blank 
was only 1 ¼ “ thick; none to spare for a spigot or 
recess for chucking. So I turned a scrap piece of ¾” 
ply to fit my chuck and glued it to the blank. Shaping 
the outside was quite straightforward and I curved the 
underside right down to the ply so as to reduce the 
work to be done when I reversed the job onto a jam-
chuck later. I used a 1” Forstner bit in a Jacobs chuck 
in the tail stock to make the central hole but didn’t 
take this to the full depth. With some trepidation the 
hollowing out was started. I used a Robert Sorby 
hollowing tool with a moveable tip. The deeper the 
undercut the more difficult the work became. The 
vibration and the odd snatch were tricky to control 
and the small hole had to be made ‘less small’ to get 
the tool inside. It was difficult to see how the shape 
was going so I had to use my imagination at times.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To get rid of the debris from inside I used my old 
vacuum cleaner with a small nozzle. Getting the top 
‘skin’ to the required thickness wasn’t too difficult as, 
with the work stopped I could get a finger on the 
inside and a thumb on the outside and feel that it was 
getting close to the limit, but the bottom was more of 
a problem as I couldn’t get my calipers in as the 
plywood and the chuck got in the way. Furthermore 
the sound of the tool cutting gave no indication as the 
ply block was glued on so it sounded quite solid.  
I had to judge the bottom thickness by taking depth 
readings and ‘eye’ this up on the outside.  

 
 
 



POT POURRI continued 
 
How to sand the inside? I was not going to put my 
finger through the hole with the job rotating, so I took 
the cutter off the tool and wrapped the end with 
masking tape to form a pad, then secured a small 
piece of abrasive cloth on it with masking tape.  
I sprayed the inside with acrylic lacquer and sanded 
the outside down to 600 grit. Now to get rid of that ply 
block! I parted through the block leaving about 2 
veneers attached to the pot and turned a ‘jam-chuck’ 
so that I could finish the bottom. 
The top of the pot was quite delicate so I couldn’t 
make a tight fitting spigot in case I did some damage, 
so I turned a concave dish from scrap with a spigot 
which was a snug fit into the top opening. The face of 
the dish was then lined with masking tape to cushion 
the top of the pot and to create a little friction when I 
brought the tailstock to the now quite thin ply on the 
bottom of the work. I turned away the ply except for a 
small disk by the live centre and formed a gentle 
hollow in the base. I could now hear that the bottom 
was thick enough and the whole lot was not destined 
for fire wood. 
I took the small remaining disk off the bottom whilst 
holding the pot against the masking tape ‘friction pad’ 
with my left hand and holding the tool in the other 
hand. I re-finished the base with a buffing mop on the 
lathe, holding the pot firmly in both hands and 
working along the grain. The rosewood was 
burnished to reveal it’s full beauty. 
 
I knew that the vent, which was only 1 ¼ “ at it’s 
greatest diameter, was going to be a problem 
because getting the wall thickness even throughout 
it’s length was important as this would show when the 
piercing was done. The finger and thumb method 
wasn’t possible as the ‘hole in the middle’ went down 
to less than ¼ “diameter. I made a card template 
from my drawing for the outside shape. I turned a 
‘plug’ to fit the inside of the vent to be ‘chalked up’ 
and offered inside the hole as work progressed so 
that the resulting chalk marks left inside the hole 
could be taken off. The method worked but was slow 
and laborious so if I did the job again I would have a 
re-think. However, the ‘plug’ was useful as a jam-
chuck when I reversed the vent to turn the top which 
had, until this point been held in the chuck.  
I made a paper template for the ‘windows’ to be cut in 
the walls of the vent by folding the paper on the 
centre line and cutting a ‘half window’ this ensured 
symmetry of the template at least. Could I transfer 
that shape to the compound curve of the vent? 

 
The vent was to have 4 windows, so I marked a right 
angle cross onto a card and made a hole through the 
card at the cross center. The card was then passed 
over the vent and the four marks transferred to give 
even spaces.  
(This procedure might have been simpler with an 
indexing device on the lathe – Ed). 
The paper template for the windows was attached 
with tweezers with small pieces of masking tape to 
hold it in place while I marked the shape onto the 
vent. I found the jam chuck useful as a means of 
holding the vent off the lathe.  
Now to cut out the windows! I had to drill small holes 
in the three corners of each window so selected my 
smallest drill, and put it in my bench drill which has a 
tilting table and saved me the trouble of cutting a 
wedge so that I could drill at right angles to the 
surface. I kept the jam chuck inside the vent to 
prevent any breakout while I drilled some larger holes 
to remove the bulk of the openings. The remaining 
wood was taken out with extreme care using first a 
scalpel and then needle files. I spray finished the job 
with Chestnut Acrylic Gloss Lacquer but found that 
prior to this as I moved the work from my warm dry 
office to the workshop the fit of the vent into the base 
varied from nice and snug to slack and rattling. 

Denis Hilditch 
 

Many thanks Denis. Getting lids to fit nicely can be 
difficult particularly when the wood is not quite dry 
(not so in this case) or inbuilt stress is relieved. 
Where possible I like to make the fit too tight and re-
turn to do a final skim after a few days. 
 Anyone else like to write up a “how I made it” article 
– Editor 

 



 
 

NOVICE AWARDS 2005 – Ian Woodford 
 

During last year a total of 14 novices entered the 
spirit of the tasks which is very commendable. My 
thanks go to everyone for their participation but 
particularly to the 3 who entered every month. This 
commitment resulted in a steady and noticeable 
improvement in their work, which was a pleasure to 
see. 
 
Standing way out in front and winning the Les Revell 
trophy is Jon Gibbs. Jon’s work is of a high standard 
and a credit to him as he did exceptionally well in all 
the marking categories. Well done Jon!!  
Second came Ralph Stone who is always eager to 
take on board any hints and tips offered. It is good to 
see your enthusiasm Ralph. (Ralph, by the way, runs 
the raffle).   
 

A very keen junior and taking third place is Calum 
Hardie. Watch out for Calum in the future as he is 
under the guidance of our noted professional Les 
Thorne. I predict Calum will become an excellent 
turner (unless girls intervene). A point to be noted by 
everyone is that Calum is already willing to get up 
and turn in front of all members!! 
 
As you all know, I have passed on the running of the 
novice section to John Davis. 
John has been turning for many years and has a 
wealth of experience to pass on, so my closing 
remark is for all novices to support him and 
participate in the tasks John sets.  
Good turning to all novices. 

Ian Woodford 

 
 
 

NOVICE TASK 2006. - John R. Davis 
 

By now, you are all probably aware that, with the 
help of Brian Mitchell and Ian Hutchinson I have 
decided to take on the novice task.  
 
In my opinion this is one of the functions of our club 
that is essential if skills are to be learnt by new 
comers to the craft. It has helped numerous 
beginners over the years, and many members have 
given their time to help. This has been particularly 
noticeable over the most recent years where Ian 
Woodford has done a brilliant job in encouraging the 
beginners, especially the youth of the club. 
We cannot let all the good that has been done fall by 
the wayside, but, if it is to continue the most 
important help and cooperation we need is from the 
beginners of our club. Without your participation it 
will die. It takes far longer to prepare and write up a 
project than it does to make the actual task. 
There is no embarrassment in letting other people 
see your work, we are only doing it to help, not to 
criticise, although there are numerous people I know, 
including myself, who have been helped by 
constructive comments, even constructive criticism! 
 

Having said all that I hope we will see some 
increased entries for the March task. This is detailed 
in this newsletter. The January and February tasks 
were handed out by hard copy and if any one would 
like to submit a late entry that will be fine, I have 
extra copies, just ask!  
 
Finally we have by “popular request” revised the 
marking system this year. Marks will be on a one to 
ten basis against the following criteria: - 
 

q Compliance with task brief 
q Standard of turning and tool usage 
q General appearance and style 
q Quality of finish 

 
Please do try and enter each month, after all Brian, 
Ian and myself are giving our time to try and help, if 
you do not enter it will stop! It would be great to see 
so many entries so that we have to call in extra help. 
 

John R Davis 
 

 
 
 
 



 
NOVICE TASK, 6 MARCH  
A WOODEN EGG CUP 
This month the task is to produce a single egg cup, 
the material required is one piece of hardwood with a 
nice straight grain 3 ½ ” x 2 ¼ ” x 2 ¼ “ 
 Commence by turning your blank between centres 
to a cylinder, turn a spigot on one end to suit your 4 
jaw chuck Mount the turned blank into your chuck 
using the tail stock to ensure it is central and will run 
true, lock the jaws and remove tailstock. Face the 
end with a small gouge or skew then carefully mark 
the internal diameter using a pair of dividers, take 
care to only contact one point to the work. Turn the 
blank to size and mark out the outside dimensions. 
Drill a small hole through the centre to just under the 
required depth, using either a tailstock mounted 
Jacobs Chuck or free hand with a small spindle 
gouge. Hollow the inside to an egg shape with a 
smooth round bottom, try to avoid leaving a pimple in 
the base. Sand the hollow and finish to your choice 
(oil is preferable) final finishing can be done by hand 
off lathe on completion. 
Using a parting tool and callipers cut down to just 
over the dimension on the stem shown at ‘A’ then 
carefully shape the bowl keeping the wall thickness 
constant with a thickening towards the base. Shape 
the stem and foot paying attention to the small detail, 
which is best cut with the point of a skew, Sand and 
finish the exterior being careful not to round any 
sharp detail. Part the foot almost off, leaving a small 
stem of about 0.5” and remove from chuck. 

The next step is to turn a concave on the base of the 
foot. To do this you will need to mount a scrap piece 
of timber in your chuck and turn it to an egg shape, 
the size should be such that your egg cup will just fit 
over the shape, if necessary turn a shoulder for the 
cup to but up against, then bring up the tail stock, 
but, do not apply too much pressure. Gently turn the 
concave on the foot leaving a very small central 
section; this can be removed by hand off lathe. 
Complete your finishing with at least two coats of oil 
cutting down between coats. 
The only thing to do now is to go on and make five 
more so that you have a set! But remember the task 
requirement is for only one!               John R. Davis 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 APRIL - AN APPLE AND A PEAR 

 
Brian Mitchell, a turner who 
knows his apples and 
pears, has prepared this 
month’s task.  
This task is an excellent 
opportunity to show that all 
the different curves you 
encounter, will flow, one to 
the other, without any 
humps or bumps. 
APPLE; - A blank 3” x 3” x 
about 4”, should be reduced 
between centres, to a 
cylinder about 2 ¾” 
diameter, with a spigot at 
one end to suit your chuck 
jaws. 
Centre this piece in the chuck; drill a small hole to fit 
your screw chuck, (if you do not have a small screw 
chuck, contact, Brian, Ian, or myself, and we will tell 
you how to make one).  
Bear in mind that this hole will need to be concealed 
on completion, with either a clove or a small plug. 
Use a drill in a Jacobs chuck, tailstock mounted, for 
this operation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the tailstock removed, shape the flower end 
(narrow end) of the apple taking care on the end 
grain. As the height of the apple needs to be slightly 
less than the diameter, mark the blank for the top 
end and part down to about ¾”, shape the top 
(stem) end as far as possible, sand to a 400 grit 
finish and part right off. 

Continued….. 

 



Apples and Pears continued 
 
Remount on the screw chuck, carefully, take out the 
stem indentation, the deeper the better, again taking 
care with the end grain. When you are happy with 
the shape, drill a small hole for the stem, sand to 
finish and remove from the lathe. Apply one coat of 
cellulose sanding sealer and a paste wax polish, buff 
to a semi gloss finish. 
Fashion the stem by hand to look as natural as 
possible, then glue the stem and base plug into the 
apple, now, onto the pear. 
 

 
PEAR; - This time you will need a blank 3” x 3” x 6”, 
again reduce to 2 ¾” Diameter. By the same 
procedure turn and drill the bottom (flower) end, 
which, is the widest part. The height of the pear 
should be about 4” and the top should be fashioned 
to a soft point, avoid the light bulb shape if it is to 
look right. Finish as for the apple. 
 

Brian Mitchell 

 
15 MAY - A SMALL BOWL 
 
This month’s task is set to allow you to express your 
own design skills. 
The requirement is for a small bowl, maximum 
dimensions of 6” diameter X 3” depth. The bowl 
should have a balanced shape with nicely flowing 
curves, preferably, with a foot, not a round base with 
a chucking recess.  

 
The wall thickness should be consistent and ideally 
thin walled, say about, 1/8” to ¼”, the rim should be a 
turned finish, not natural edge. 
That is all there is to it!  
But please note we are looking for a bowl and not a 
platter. 
 

John R Davis 
 

  
 
 
TRADING POST 
 
WOODFAST M910 heavy duty lathe complete with 
stand and outboard turning rig - 36" centres - 24" dia 
over bed - 34" dia outboard. 2HP Telsa-Farad 
brushless motor with 5 manual + full electronic on 
remote arm - speed range - 0 to 4300RPM - many 
extras - top condition and a bargain at £850 – 

Harry Butler - 01730 890463. 
 
This one comes from Robin Maddox who is now 
back in UK from living in France: 
VIKING Lathe. 5 ft twin bar bed, 1 ½  HP electronic 
variable speed motor. Movable headstock for over 
bed ( 13” dia) or at an angle. Various rests inc free 
standing for large diameter items. Several drive 
systems inc Axminster chuck with 5 sets of jaws. 
Offers around £500. 

Robin Maddox, 02380464648 
 
Welcome home, Robin. Sounds like a bargain to me. 
Talking of bargains, George Gale is still tripping over 
his Coronet No.2 with 5 speeds and phosphor 
bronze bearings, complete with bench. He was 
saying “no reasonable offer refused”. He has 
amended this to drop the “reasonable”. This is a 
good lathe worthy of a better home than the local 
recycling centre.  

 
NEW MEMBERS 
Welcome to 
Alan Stone from Fairoak, 02380 693041 
Clive Dixon from Houghton, 01794 388376 
 
 
SIGNING OFF 

 
Following a rule change by the Association of 
Woodturners of Great Britain, Hampshire 
Woodturners Association has once more signed up 
for affiliation. This restores the status of several 
years ago before AWGB ruled that for clubs to be 
affiliated, all their members would have to join 
AWGB individually. This was clearly impossible in a 
club like HWA with a large membership with varied 
levels of interest.  
 
The committee will report on how the benefits work 
out as against the modest cost of affiliation. 
 
Next issue of Your turn will be the summer one with 
a target publication date of 17 May. Keep those 
contributions coming. And don’t forget you can get it 
in colour on the website together with a lot more 
news and pictures –  
www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk  
  

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
 
 

 



HAMPSHIRE WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Your committee hereby give notice of the Association’s `Annual General Meeting` which will be 
held at The Railway Institute, Romsey Road, Eastleigh on Monday 3rd  April 2006 starting at 
7:30pm. 
 
Current Officers and Committee. 

 
Chairman   Roy Nailor   Available for re-election 
Treasurer   Alan Sturgess   Available for re-election 
Secretary   Bob Hope   Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Dave Gibbard   Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Ian Woodford     Standing down 
Committee Member  George Gale    Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Dave Ackroyd   Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Chris West   Standing down 
 
 
Agenda for HWA AGM 3rd April 2006 
 
1: Apologies     2: Minutes of 2005 AGM (copy attached)  
3: Chairman’s Report  4: Treasurer’s Report  5: Subscription Rates  
6: Election of Officers   7: Election of Committee  8: Any Other Business 
 
 
 
 
Nominations for Officers and Committee must be registered with the Secretary on or before 15th 
March 2006. This must be in writing with the signatures of the Proposer, Seconder and Nominee. 
Clearly indicate for which position the nominee is being proposed.  
 
 
 
Send completed form to:- 
 
Bob Hope, Thornton House, Brimpton Common, Reading, Berks, RG7 4RF 
 
 

Position:- Print Name Signature Date 
Nominee    
Proposed By    
Seconded By    

 
 



Minutes of the 16th Annual General Meeting of Hampshire Woodturners Association, 4th April 2005  
The Meeting was opened by Alan Sturgess at 19.30. 
Apologies for absence. Roy Nailor. 
Minutes of 14th AGM were accepted as a true record. 
Chairman’s Report. In Roy’s absence Alan Sturgess read 
the chairman’s report: 
“It doesn’t seem a year ago since I was elected your 
chairman at our final meeting in the Intech centre, which 
we’d temporarily occupied following our departure from 
Kings Worthy school.  Our new venue, the Railway 
Institute had already been booked during Dave Foote’s 
chairmanship and I therefore started my tenure in 
surroundings new to us all.   
We’re a bit further south than we’ve been before, but 
taking into account the Monday availability, cost and other 
factors there wasn’t any available alternative.  Having said 
that it’s a great choice and there are definite advantages 
such as the rear access, large size, and of course the bar.  
Unfortunately one or two members weren’t prepared to 
travel a few extra minutes down the motorway and that to 
me is a shame since they’ve lost out on all that the club 
can offer. 
Our numbers did suffer a bit, but membership has now 
largely recovered and we’ve welcomed some new blood 
from this part of Hampshire.  It’s particularly nice to see 
some interest from amongst the younger generation. 
No chairman’s report would be complete without 
mentioning and thanking all the committee members and 
helpers who have generously given of their time and 
talents in order to make things happen.  I’m sure that 
you’ll want to join with me in thanking them (and I 
apologise in advance if I’ve left any out): 

Committee 
Bob Hope - Secretary, Alan Sturgess - Treasurer 
Dave Ackroyd – Membership, Chris West - Webmaster 
Dave Gibbard – Newsletter, Ian Woodford - Novices  
George Gale - Turn Ins and Newsletter distribution 

Helpers 
Chris Davey, Phil Hill and Phil Lebon – Tea Club 
Len Osborne and Roy Holder - Club Shop 
Ralph Stone and Bryan Matcham – Raffle 
Harry Butler – Gallery, John R. Davies – Competition 
Colin Cordrey and Jack Wilson –  Library 
Brian Mitchell and Derek Holdaway – Novices  
Ron Broadway – Hilliers events. 
During the year your committee and helpers have worked 
hard to bring you a very interesting and instructive 
programme made up of Turn Ins (3), guest demonstrators 
(5), trade shows (2), workshops (2), a social and (for 
tonight only) an AGM.  My thanks go to all those involved 
who’ve made this possible by buying provisions, providing 
muscle, organising and plain old broom pushing to clear 
up at the end.  
Thanks also to all those members who participated in the 
Turn Ins etc., and these include Dave Gibbard, Ian 
Woodford, Harry Butler, Les Thorne, Alan Sturgess, Chris 
Davey, Brian Hannam and Roy Holder.  
You’ll notice that I’ve just repeated many of the same 
names, and this is where YOU can help. 

It’s your club so don’t hesitate to come forward and help 
us to do even better in the future.  At the moment we need 
assistance on the newsletter and website fronts, but any 
offers of help are always welcome. 
During the year we’ve continued to foster good relations 
with the Dorset Woodturner’s Association and we look 
forward to sharing more events with them to our mutual 
benefit.  I recently gave them a presentation, and in return 
we’re hoping for a talk on woven bowl rims.  An exciting 
new prospect is the forthcoming Heritage Woodturning 
Competition which we will be staging at Broadlands in 
June.  This is a chance to put the club on the map and we 
are hoping this will lead to us running our own show in 
future years. 
Lastly there’s always plenty to do and, as a snapshot, we 
are currently working to try and encourage more 
participation in the competitions and gallery, as well as 
improving the audio visual presentation at meetings. 
Remember - Hampshire Woodturning Association is your 
club and it’s all about participation.  The more we put in, 
the better it will become.” 

Roy Nailor 
Presentations. A bottle of wine was presented to each of 
the helpers in appreciation of their efforts to make the club 
a success during the year. 
The Les Revell Novice Trophy went to Harry Woolhead. 
Club Competition. 
Novices: First Bill Willetts. Joint second Jon Gibbs and 
Harry Woolhead 
Senior: First Ian Woodford. Joint second Stuart Matthews 
and Brian Mitchell. 
Treasurer’s Report. 
Copies of the accounts were circulated. Alan reported that 
subs were down on last year due he thought to the move to 
Eastleigh. We lost 26 members but 21 new members 
joined in the year. 
Income was £3957.60. 
Equipment purchases and maintenance was up on the 
previous year but the Christmas party cost was down. 
The excess income over expenditure was £387.12 and the 
final cash balance was £2177.84. 
The assets at 1st April were £3756.54 of which £1200.45 
was the value of the stock in the shop. 
He recommended that the subs for the following year 
should be £17.00. 
Election of officers. 
The committee stood down whilst Dave Foote presided 
over the elections. 
Those proposed and seconded were: 
Chairman: Roy Nailor, Secretary: Bob Hope, Treasurer: 
Alan Sturgess 
Committee Members: Dave Gibbard, Dave Ackroyd, Ian 
Woodford, George Gale, Chris West. 
As there were no other nominations the above were elected 
unanimously. 
The Meeting Closed at 20.00. 

 


