
 

bearing, (see bottom left 
on the table). This is held 
into the nave with wedges 
at the back to help align it 
to ensure that the wheel is 
“balanced” and runs true 
Square-tenoned spokes of 
oak are driven into the 
nave which do not have a 
round cross-section but 
usually have a tear-drop 
cross section with the 
pointed part to the inside 
of the wagon or cart – 
possibly a hangover from 
when they were riven from 
a log but these are almost 
as strong as rectangular 
section spokes would be. 
Dan uses a pattern copy-
ing machine to make his 
spokes; four at a time. 

The spokes are round-
tenoned on the outside 
end to fit into the felloes 
(or fellies) which are tradi-
tionally made of ash. 
There are two spokes for 
each fellie and it’s the 
number of fellies which 
dictates the number of 
spokes - not the other way 
around. The fellies are cut 
over-size on a band saw 
and then trimmed to 
shape on a spindle 
moulder. The fellies are 
dowelled together al-
though Dan says that he 
sometimes uses pairs of 
biscuits these days for 

 

smaller wheels. Since the 
two spoke tenons which 
fit into each fellie are 
splayed, a spoke-dog or 
“springer” is used to force 
the spokes together so 
that the fellie will fit over 
them – a prolem which is 
similar to that of fitting 
stretchers to Windsor 
chairs. 

Around the outside of the 
finished wheel is a steel 
tyre which is a continu-
ous welded band. It is 
made slightly too small 
(up to 1½“ too small on 
large wheels) and then 
heated over a fire of 
fence panels (cheap, of 
convenient size and burn 
hot) to expand it, before 
it’s fitted onto the assem-
bled wheel. Once on the 
wheel, the tyre  is 

This month, we had a 
fascinating talk by one 
of the very few wheel-
wrights still working in 
the UK. Daniel Garner 
is a second generation 
wheelwright – He took 
over from his Dad who 
started the business 
after spotting a gap in 
the market. Daniel 
started by describing 
the different parts of the 
traditional cart wheel. 

The hub or nave is tra-
ditionally made of elm 
which is exploited for its 
cross-grain strength to 
minimize the risk of 
splitting. Rectangular 
mortises are cut into 
this and two metal 
hoops help to hold the 
nave in one piece. To-
day Dan mortices with 
a chain morticer whilst 
the nave is still a 
square blank. This al-
lows the turning to 
clean up any of the 
tear-out from the mor-
ticer. Mortices are an-
gled slightly to help to 
form the wheel’s dish. 
The Nave here (is 
made of glued-up pine 
since it was a low cost 
version made as a film 
set prop. The axle 
through the nave fits 
into a “box”, or cast iron 
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quenched rapidly to pre 

vent it from burning the 
wood and to return it to its 
normal size. The tight fit of 
the tyre has the effect of 
forcing all of the wheel 
.mortice and tenon joints 
into compression. 

Wheels are normally dished 
away from the cart or wagon 
to provide strength (think of 
an open umbrella) but Dan 
said that the amount of dish 
on a wheel is not constant 
for different types of wheels. 
It is formed partly during the 
shaping of the timber and 
also as part of the tyre-fitting 
process where the tightness 
of the steel band tyre can 
accentuate the existing dish 
on the wheel. Over time and 
in use the steel tyres 
stretch. When they become 
too loose, they must be re-
moved and shortened and 
refitted. Eventually they 
work-harden to such an ex-
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tent that they cannot be re-
fitted and a new steel tyre is 
needed. 

As an alternative to the steel 
band tyre, Dan makes 
wheels shod with clincher 
rubber tyres. A shaped steel 
channel is welded to form a 
tyre, but in this case the fit is 
not nearly so “short”. Then a 
band of solid vulcanized 
rubber is levered into the 
channel. The ends of the 
rubber tyre are simply 
butted up, although care 
needs to be taken to ensure 
that the rubber isn’t too 
short for the circumference 
otherwise the two ends can 
work apart over time. 

In addition to the conven-
tional cart wheels, Dan 
makes artillery wheels – 
See the bright red example 
in the last picture. These 
wheels were first designed 
by the steam engineer Wal-
ter Hancock  

for use on steam driven vehi-
cles and the design was later 
adopted by the British Army for 
use on gun-carriages, ambu-
lances and supply vehicles. 
These wheels have a cast iron 
hub, into which the spokes fit 
in a mitred fashion. These 
wheels are not dished. Many of 
the early cars adopted this pat-
tern of wheel. Not surprisingly, 
given the name, they are also 
used on the gun carriages and 
limbers, raced by the Royal 
Navy  Field Gun Crews taking 
part in the Royal Tournament. 

I’m sure that most will agree 
that this was thoroughly fasci-
nating evening. 

For more information, check 
out Guild of Model Wheel-
wrights and Worshipful Com-
pany of Wheelwrights web-
sites. 



 

Ian Woodford:- Spatula (Ably assisted 

by Phil Hill) 

  

Ian had set up the VicMarc lathe ready for 
making spatulas. 

Cunningly he overcame the usual demon-
strator’s nerves by conning Phil Hill into 
doing the turning for him! – I must remem-
ber that one, although everyone else proba-
bly will too! 

A beech blank was gripped across the 
chuck between a set of the small APTC 
O’Donnell Jaws and turned between cen-
tres to form the handle. 

Ian had prepared two sanding attachments 
for the lathe; a 6” disk sander and a large 
(4” diameter approx by 6” long) drum 
sander.  These were used to round over the 
corners of the blank at the broad flat end 
before sanding the faces with the drum 
sander. 
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 Brian Hannam 

was turning a lidded box for a combined ring-stand and ring 
store. 

Brian roughed out the blank and then formed the tenon for the lid 
and the approximate shape of the top of the lid for the ring stand. 
He then parted the lid from the base of the box. 

He then created the seat for the lid tenon in the base of the box 
without hollowing much of the base. He then jam chucked the lid 
into the base and formed and finished the outside shape of the 
box and lid (except for the base). 

He then removed the lid and hollowed the base of the box before 
finishing the inside. The base of the box was reverse turned on a 
jam chuck. 

The idea of hollowing the base of the box last of all is one I will 
try. Brian says that it has the advantage that jam chucking the lid 
for shaping is more stable and I can see the logic in that. 

To round off the evening, Brian gave us a demonstration of 
grinding carbon steel and high speed steel and how to tell the 
difference. Carbon steel gives off lively yellow sparks, which fork 
and burst, whereas high speed steel gives off markedly less 
lively orange sparks, unless you have a wet stone grinder of 
course. 
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his wonderful watercolour 

pictures of birds.  

 

We were lucky to buy a 
small Draper lathe and some 
Sorby tools off a person on 
e-bay who had barely used 
the lathe. Then after a short 
while we soon felt limited 
by the  size of the Draper so 
we got the larger Nova 

XLR. 

By default and owing to 

Angies diminutive stature it 

worked out that the XLR 
was ‘his’ and the Draper 

‘hers’…… 

 

We decided that the work-

shop needed a name so it 
ended up with two! 
‘Robin’s retreat’ was one  

and the other was 

‘Woodpeckers’ 

 

So ‘Woodpeckers’ was 

born. 

 

A wood stock has been duly 

collected from various 

sources Styles and bates, 
John Davies and other inter-
net suppliers. Stains, fin-
ishes  and tools have been 
collected  as well as larger 
items such as a band saw 
and air filtering vacuum  

systems from Axminster. 

 

We have produced quite a 
stock of bowls and other 
items and have been selling 

a few things at local craft 

fairs in schools, Southamp-
ton University, Mayflower 
park Victorian Fair and 

more recently Lyndhurst 

Community centre. 

 

My son helped get our web-
site up and runing…
www.woodpeckerswoodcraf

t.com  

 

We may never be rich but 
we love what we are doing 

and in between turning we 
both enjoy other Art and 

crafts. 

 Robin Macmillan & Angie 

 In May 2007 we returned to 
Southampton after living in 

Barrow-in-Furness.  

We had enjoyed  the eve-
nings woodturning each 
week at Barrow’s woodturn-
ing association so decide to 

take it up full time. 

When we returned we de-
cided to seek professional 
tuition in order to allow us 
to express our own ideas for 

woodturning designs. We 

spent some time with John 
Davies  and then set about 
getting the workshop we 

wanted ‘up and running’ 

. 

There was a 10 x 6’ shed in 

the garden but it was not 
large enough to house ‘his 

and hers’ Lathes. We pur-
chased a 16 x 10’ shed and 
moved the old shed to the 

top of the garden.  

 

We had some old kitchen 
units that we had used in 
Robin’s old house in our 

‘Art’ room where Robin 
used to spend hours painting 
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We decided that 

the workshop 

needed a name so 

it ended up with 

two! ‘Robin’s ‘Robin’s ‘Robin’s ‘Robin’s 

retreat’ retreat’ retreat’ retreat’ was one  

and the other was 

‘Woodpeckers’‘Woodpeckers’‘Woodpeckers’‘Woodpeckers’ 

Workshops - ‘Our very own’  -  ‘Woodpeckers’ 



 

   

Len Osborne has been running the Club 

Shop since 1997 ably assisted by Roy 

Holder. 

 

They now both want to stand down from 

this activity.  The committee and I’m sure 

the membership are very grateful for their 

continued service and accept that after 11 

years they possibly deserve a rest. 

So we are looking for a volunteer or vol-

unteers to take over the running of the 

shop and storing the stock between meet-

ings.  If you  

 

think you could provide this service for 

the club please talk either direct to Len or 

any committee member. 

The Club can only survive if the members 

take an active role, this is Your Chance. 
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Crossword -Solution 

No correct 

entries to the 

Crossword 

were received 

The Treasurer 

will be 

pleased! 
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B O W E L S   A W A I T I N G 

O   E   I       O   M   M   A 

H E E L E R   P O M P   B A P 

E   K       B   D   R   U   E 

M A D W O M A N   P O N Y E R 

I   A       T   S   B   A   S 

A S Y M M E T R I C A L       

N   S       I   X   B   A   A 

      A B S E N T M I N D E D 

P   I       R   E   L   H   U 

L I G N U M   P E R I N E A L 

A   L       B   N   T   S   A 

N E O N A T E S   K I W I   T 

E   O   I   E       E   V   E 

R O S E M A R Y   U S H E R S 

The Shop Needs You! 

 

A McKeller 1020W hand held plunge Router 
MCKM05 - £15. It’s almost new, hardly used, 
complete with handbook/safety book, and all 
original accessories and box.  

 

Axminster 250mm slide 1500W compound 
mitre saw: AWSMS10 -  £60. It too is almost 
new, hardly used, and is complete with hand-
book/safety book, and all original accessories 
and box.  

 

Dovetail jig – including standard and fine 
combs - £35. This jig appears to be identical 
to the “Perform” jig although it carries no 
brand sticker. The jig is in excellent condition 
(apart from a slight nick on one of the fingers)  

For more information contact Graham on 
07888 717042 or 
gabarnard@btopenworld.com  

Trading Post 
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Committee 

Members 

Roles 

 

 External Activities. 

 

 Responsibilities: 

 

  

• Be the focal point for 

requests by outside or-

ganisations for presenta-

tions/demonstrations by 

HWA members. 

• Ensure through short 

articles in Your Turn 

that new and old mem-

bers are aware of the fact 

that we offer presenta-

tions/demonstrations. 

• Encourage members 

to offer our services to 

outside bodies that they, 

their family or friends 

are involved with. 

• Post out HWA form 

asking for it to be com-

pleted and returned to 

you. This gives all nec-

essary information re-

quired. 

• Identify and arrange 

for members to give the 

presenta-

tions/demonstrations. 

Be aware of where the 

necessary equipment is 

being stored! 

 

 Currently - Chris West 

(Standing down) 

 

  

 

Newsletter Editor 

 

 Responsibilities 

 

 

• Gather and collate 
articles for the news-

letter 

 

• Updates on news and 

forthcoming events 

 

• Post Articles for Sale, 
Letters and Commit-

tee Meeting minutes. 

 

• Arrange the articles and 
information in a present-
able  format for printing 

Currently ‘Publisher’ 

 

• Arrange for copies to be 
printed at the Print room 
in Chandlers Ford  and 

collect from there.  

 

• Take the copies to the 
monthly meeting for 
collection / posting to 

members. 

 

 Currently- Angie Timms 

(Standing down) 

 

Secretary 

 

 Responsibilities 

 

 

• Organise club evenings 

and other activities on a 

yearly basis. This in-

volves contacting poten-

tial demonstrators and 

companies and sending 

confirmatory letters and 

then reminders. 

• Meeting demonstrators 

and helping set up on the 

club night. 

• Take minutes at commit-

tee meetings and circu-

late ASAP afterwards. 

• Deal with any correspon-

dence with other clubs 

and organisations. (Very 

little to do here). 

• Involvement with charity 

organisations that the 

HWA may be helping. 

(Hopefully Clic Sargent 

in 08). 

 

 

  

 Currently - Ian Woodford 

 (Standing down) 

Roles of  HWA Committee Members 



 

A warm welcome to :- 

 

Brian White Southampton 

Steve Read Southampton 

Reg Judd Romsey 

Roles of  HWA Committee Members- cont’d 

New Members. 
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 Chairman 

 

 Responsibilities:  

 

•  Give a lead to the activities and 

direction of the HWA 

 

•  Act as “front man” and host for 

the club meetings Chair committee 

meetings 

 

• Seek to ensure that all members of 

the committee are equipped and 

able to do their job 

 

• Be the focal point for contacts and 

ideas generated both inside and out-

side the club 

  

 

•  Encourage all members to offer 

their services to fulfil tasks within 

the club 

 

•  Seek feedback from members 

about club activities and facilities, 

and ensure that every idea and com-

ment gets a fair hearing 

 

  Currently- Dave Foote 

(Standing down ) 

 

Hi Angie 

Just thought I ought to congratulate you on revitalising the 
HWA newsletter. Very refreshing and bodes well for the 
future 

Kind regards 

Graham Barnard 

 

Thank you Graham but as there has been no other contribu-
tion to the newsletter  other than your message in the last 
three months  I will be standing down as Editor 

 

Angie 

Letters -   

Committee 

Members 

Roles 
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About us 
Hampshire Woodturners’ Association meets at the Railway Insti-
tute, 2 Romsey Road Eastleigh (02380 612270) on the first Monday 
of each month (the second or third if the first is a bank holiday).  

Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings fea-
ture a talk or demonstration about a turning or related subject by a 
club member or an invited guest. Several times a year we have 
“turn-ins” with lathes being operated by members demonstrating 
various techniques. There is a club shop selling various turning 
sundries, and a library. Members can advertise things for sale or 
wanted.  

Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and 
there is usually a critique of selected items. There is also a monthly 
project for novices with the opportunity to discuss the problems en-
countered and overcome. Refreshments are served at a mid eve-
ning break when members can catch up with the latest gossip. A 
raffle rounds off the evening. 

Membership is £17 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new mem-
bers. Potential new members are welcome to come along and visit 
us without obligation or charge.  

 

 www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk  

Chairman………...Dave Foote 01794 523314 

Secretary….…..Ian Woodford. 01962854528 

Treasurer…...Alan Sturgess…. 02380892622 

Membership... David Ackroyd 01489 784985 

Turn-ins ………..George Gale 02380 265195 

Newsletter…...... Angie Timms 02380787850 

Webmaster…….... Jon Gibbs. 01962 774051 

Lottery……………Chris West 01794512718 

 

 And the address for your Newsletter 

contributions: 

41 Gurney Road, Shirley Southampton  

SO15 5GF 

angie_timms@hotmail.com 

H a m p s h i r e  W o o d t u r n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  

PROGRAMME FOR 2008 - Forthcoming events 
 

We’re on the web 

www.hants-woodturners-

hwa.co.uk 
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Date Topic Presenter 

January 7th Turn-In  Members of HWA   

February  4th Colouring & Pyrography  Mark & Lisa Raby  

March 3rd Romsey Group Romsey Group  Members 

April 7th AGM + Discussion Committee and club members 

May 19th Texturing Nigel Maddocks  

June  2nd Turn In TBA 

July 7th Les Thorne Les Thorne 

August 4th Work holding variations Club members 

September 1st TBD (Off-Centre Box?)  Colin Simpson  

October 6th Workshop layout Gerry Dixon/Steve Page 

November 3rd Hands on texturing Club members 

December 1st Quiz or Turn in TBA 



 

 The meeting opened at 7.30pm on April 2nd 2007 with Dave Gibbard acting as chairman. 

  Apologies were received from Roy Nailor, Ian Burrell and Chris Davey. 

  

Chairman’s Report  

Proposed by Steve and seconded by Bob Collins. Report carried. 

  

Treasures Report  

Proposed by David Bird and seconded by John Osborne. Report carried. 

  

The Les revel trophy was then presented to Ralph Stone for his standard of work in the Nov-

ice Section during the past year. 

The Annual Club Award was presented to Dave Gibbard for his excellent and continued con-

tribution to the running of the club over many years. Dave has decided to retire from the com-

mittee to recharge his batteries. 

All the people that help to run the club – library, shop, raffle, refreshments and gallery were 
then presented with a bottle of wine each to mark the club’s appreciation for their work and 

commitment. 

Alan Sturgess then thanked all the committee members for their commitment in the running of 

the club and presented them with a bottle of wine. 

 

 Election of committee members for the next year. 

 

All committee members stood down whilst Dave Gibbard read out the list of 
nominations. As there were only seven contenders for eight places the nomi-

nations were carried and accepted without contest. 

Those elected were:- 

1   Dave Foote as Chairman 

2.  Ian Woodford as Secretary 

3.  Alan Sturgess as Treasurer 

4.  Chris West, Jon Gibbs, George Gale and Dave Ackroyd as com-

mittee members. 

 Any other business 

 Dennis Hilditch asked about the benefit of the clubs association with AWGB 
and Alan Sturgess gave a broad outline with emphasis on the access to the ex-

tensive AWGB library and the reduction in our annual HWA insurance. 

  

There being no other business the AGM was declared closed at 

7.55pm.  
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HWA Minutes of 

2007 AGM 



 

HAMPSHIRE WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION 

 Your committee hereby give notice of the Associations `Annual General Meeting` which will be 

held at The Railway Institute, Romsey Road, Eastleigh. 

On Monday 7th  April 2008 starting at 7:30pm 

 

 Current Officers and Committee 

Chairman   David Foote   Standing down 

Treasurer   Alan Sturgess   Available for re-election 

Secretary   Ian Woodford   Standing down 

Committee Member  Angie Timms   Standing down 

Committee Member  Jon Gibbs      Available for re-election 

Committee Member  George Gale    Standing down 

Committee Member  Dave Ackroyd   Standing down 

Committee Member  Chris West   Standing down 

 

 NB:- Only 2 members of the current committee are available for re-election.  

There are 6 positions to be filled. 

  

 Agenda for HWA AGM 7th April 2008 

 1: Apologies     

2: Minutes of 2007 AGM (copy attached)  

3: Chairman’s Report   

4: Treasurer’s Report   

5: Subscription Rates   

6: Election of Officers   

7: Election of Committee  

8: Any Other Business 

 

 Nominations for Officers and Committee must be registered with the Secretary on or before 24th 

March 2008. This must be in writing with the signatures of the  Proposer, Seconder and Nominee and 

state which position the nominee is being proposed for.  

 

    S e n d  c o m p l e t e d  f o r m  t o : -  

 

 Ian Woodford, 27 Stockers Avenue, Winchester SO22 5LB  

  


