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Cover Story 
 
Look what I found in a museum on the Greek island of Symi.  
How do you suppose this large platter was turned before electricity let alone 
chucking systems? It was certainly turned wet judging by the fact that it has gone 
seriously oval.  
The wood is Mediterranean pine which is the traditional building timber in the area 
and was extensively used for boat building. Take a look at the Travellers' Tales 
article about the building of a wooden fishing boat also on the island of Symi.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hampshire Woodturners Association 
 
The Association meets at the Kings Worthy Primary School on the first Monday of 
every month (the second if the first is a bank holiday). Kings Worthy is two miles 
north of Winchester and the school is at the top of Church Lane, which is opposite 
St. Mary’s church. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings feature a  talk or 
demonstration about a turning or related subject by a club member or an invited 
guest. Several times a year we have “turn-ins” with a number of lathes being 
operated by members demonstrating various techniques. There is a club shop 
selling various turning sundries, and a library. The “trading post” enables members 
to advertise things for sale or wanted.  
 
Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and there is usually a 
critique of selected items. There is also a monthly project for novices and 
intermediates with the opportunity to discuss the problems encountered and 
overcome. Refreshments are served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle and prize draw round off the evening. 
 
Membership is £15 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new members. Potential new 
members are welcome to come along and visit us without obligation or charge.  

 

Your Committee 
Chairman............................................. Dave Foote.   01794 523314 
Secretary............................................. Bob Hope. 0118 9813552 
Treasurer............................................. Alan Sturgess  023 80892622 
Novice Projects...................................  Ian Woodford  01962 854528 
Membership Secretary.......................  David Ackroyd 01489 784985 
Turn-ins Organiser/Newsletter Distribution 
         George Gale  023 80265195 
Newsletter Editor................................  Dave Gibbard 023 80262660 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
    7 Balmoral Close, Chandlers Ford, SO53 1TG 
    New Email d-m.gibbard@ virgin.net (the old one still works too 

dgibbard@thermomeasurement.com) 
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EDITORIAL - 
 
Advantage Woodturners 
 
Oh No! I don't think my stomach will be able to stand 
it.  
 
Just when I thought it was all over and relief was at 
hand, it's about to start again. First it was the World 
Cup. Then it was Wimbledon. But now I hear there's 
more to come in the form of the Commonwealth 
Games. 
 
I expected to miss the worst of the football hysteria 
by hiding on a remote Greek island only to be 
thwarted by technology that was beaming endless 
pictures of the event to every TV screen. Bar owners 
put their TVs outside with rows of chairs for the 
English tourists. Like a lot of things in Greece this did 
not work because most of the games were in Greek 
day time and it was so bright you could hardly see 
the pictures. Furthermore, the commentary was in 
Greek. The commentators attempted to compensate 
for the tedium of what was happening on the pitch by 
jabbering excitedly and, for me at least, unintelligibly. 
So whilst I could not escape what was going on, I 
couldn't actually make any sense of it. Anyway our 
lads done well enough until they came up against a 
team who could actually play the game and they can 
console themselves for their eventual failure by 
buying another Ferrari or two each out of their fees. 
 
Then there was Wimbledon. You have to admit it is a 
gut wrenching experience watching our hero Tim 
Limpfist pluckily struggling towards inevitable failure 
before the final hurdle. I think those beastly 
foreigners employ an unfair weapon - talent. 
 
  

 
What about an event that we might stand some sort 
of chance of winning?  
I know - Woodturning. Surely our home grown 
turners are a match for anyone? If you were on the 
seeding committee of the World Woodturning 
Tournament, who would be on your list and how 
would you rank them? How about letting me know 
and I'll pass the results on to the rest of the readers? 
 
No, I've got a better idea for the event at which we 
could shine - Shopping!  
Guess what, I've got the world champion right here 
indoors. 
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 

 
Turn-in, 10 June  
The entertainment was provided by Les Thorne 
demonstrating goblets, Ian Woodford doing things 
with novices in mind, Roy Holder making egg cups of 
the double ended variety and Ken Linham making 
eggs to go in them. 
Ian being occupied demonstrating, Alan Sturges 
stepped in to do the novice critique on an impressive 
entry of 13 acorn rattles. 
Unlike the novice project, the gallery was a 
disappointing entry of 4 items. We really do seem to 
have a problem getting people to bring their work in 
for others to see.   
Robert Sorby, 1 July 
Mike Draper, an area manager for Robert Sorby, 
brought along a selection of his company's products, 
including a lathe. He demonstrated the sharpening 
table, modular tool rest, Nova chuck, texturing, 
spiralling and multi-tip tools. He finished with a 
spray-on suede product called suede tex. A tool for 
every job it seems, and beautifully made. But I can't 
help wondering how much this inventiveness is 
driven by the need to sell tools rather than the needs 
of turners. (Just my jaundiced opinion folks). 
Following a couple of disappointing gallery entries in 
earlier months, the Chairman asked for a show of 
hands (again) about how members felt. The 
overwhelming preference is to continue the present 
format - an open gallery with a critique when time 
allows. The alternatives ranging from stopping 
altogether to a competition got hardly any support. 
Just to make the point the entry on this night was 
quite good numerically and very good in terms of 
quality.  
The novice project, a kitchen roll holder, attracted a 
good if somewhat phallic, entry.  
 

  
 

 
 
 

Mike Draper of Robert Sorby 
 
 

 
 
 

Members' gallery, 1 July 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Evening Meeting on 5 August 
This will be our summer social, light refreshments 
with soft drinks and nibbles will be provided.  
The evening will feature a bring and buy sale. You 
may bring anything you want to sell, find a table 
space and display it. Please label your items with 
what it is, the price, and your name (we don't expect 
you will want to stand there all evening.) 
There will be an egg cup race during the evening. 
Just a bit of fun for anyone who would like to have a 
go at making as good an egg cup as possible in the 
shortest time. The prize will be an egg timer! 
The project will be a shallow bowl. 
And don't forget the gallery.  

Evening Meeting on 2 September 
A turn-in, the demonstrators have not yet been 
"volunteered". 
The project is a sugar bowl and scoop. 
 
Other events for your diary: 
 
Craft Supplies, Millers Dale, Derbyshire, 30 August 
to 1 September 
NEC, Birmingham , 4 to 6 October 
Winchcombe Power Tools, Southampton 18 to 20 
October 
Axminster show, 24-27 October 
 
 

 
 



TRAVELLERS' TALES 
 

Those of you who took part in our Club’s 
participation with the building of the wooden ship 
Tenacious by the Jubilee Sailing Trust  will be 
particularly interested in the following story. 
 
The Captain Georgos 
 
The ancient houses of the Dodecanese island of 
Symi rise spectacularly in tiers from the ultramarine 
blue of the Aegean Sea. Many were abandoned after 
the collapse of the Island’s two main industries, 
wooden ship building and sponge fishing, at the time 
of the first world war which saw the population 
plummet from 25000 to a few thousand. The 
abandoned houses remain impressive and dignified 
in their decay – a testament to the former affluence 
and importance of the island. Affluence is returning 
to the island with the growth of a new industry, 
tourism, and the houses are slowly being restored. 
The boat building industry, however, will never be 
restored but the skills have not been entirely lost and 
just occasionally a project comes along to keep them 
alive. 
 
In the small village of Pedi lives the Haskas family 
who run a beach taverna and repair boats on the site 
where they used to build them. Last year the three 
Haskas brothers Georgos, Panormitis and Apostolis 
accepted a commission to build a 15 metre sword 
fishing boat in the traditional manner from Georgos 
Michaliaris who fishes from the island of Karpathos. 
It was 25 years ago that they last built a boat and at 
that time their father was alive and supervising the 
work, so the new project  was quite a challenge to 
the brothers.  
 
There is no longer sufficient timber growing on Symi 
so 30 tons of Mediterranean pine was cut and 
shipped in from the island of Lesvos. The 
preparation process involved stripping the bark and 
allowing to partially dry. The skeleton of the boat 
consisting of the keel and frames is made of massive 
baulks of part dried timber. After all, the boat will live 
in the water and it will not dry out completely, so it is 
built wet.  
 
A concession to modern materials was made here in 
that stainless steel bolts were used on the scarf 
joints. The frames were cut to carefully-made full 
size templates and bolted together with stainless 
bolts. Unlike Tenacious, this boat was built upright, 
the skeleton taking shape on the beach.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inside the hull of the boat 
 
The time taken to construct the frame had allowed 
the planks to dry more thoroughly. This was no 
accident. Traditionally no caulking was used for the 
hull so the dry planking was trimmed to fit perfectly 
then allowed to swell once launched. A modern 
deviation is the use of imported iroko for the planking 
below the water line, being much harder than the 
traditional pine. 
 
The deck and wheelhouse complete the construction 
and the boat was then painted, only leaving those 
modern touches of the diesel engine, refrigeration 
equipment, radio and radar to be added before being 
ceremoniously slid into the water and named after its 
owner “the Captain Georgos”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Captain Georgos ready for launching 
 
What about some stories from other members? I 
can't believe I'm the only one who goes anywhere. 

Editor  
 

 

 



 
CELTIC BIRTH WOOD CALENDAR 
 
At a craft show a couple of years ago, I was asked if I had any work in holly. The reason given was that a 
wooden gift was wanted, in holly, to coincide with a friend’s birthday. This intrigued me and further 
investigation revealed the following calendar. This could be of interest to any of us who want to make a 
personalised gift on a birthday. 
 
 
BIRCH........................... 
ROWAN.........................   
ASH............................... 
ALDER .......................... 
WILLOW........................
HAWTHORN..................   
OAK............................... 
HOLLY........................... 
HAZEL...........................   
VINE...............................   
IVY................................. 
WHITTEN....................... 
ELDER...........................
BEECH...........................   
 

 
24th December – 20th January. 
21st January – 17th February. 
18th February – 17th March. 
18th March – 14th April. 
15th April – 12th May. 
13th May – 9th June. 
10th June – 7th July 
8th July – 4th August 
5th August – 1st September. 
2nd September – 29th September 
30th September – 27th October 
28th October – 24th November 
25th November – 22nd December 
23rd December only 

Ian Woodford 
 

HINTS AND TIPS 
 
Before you buy that tool 
My workshop is full of tools I don't use. They were 
bought in an attempt to make something I had not 
tackled before. I had read advertisements or seen 
demonstrations and convinced myself that a new tool 
was required. Then I found that with a bit of advice 
and practice, I learned to use the tools I already had. 
Come along to a Saturday workshop and see what 
tools the real craftsmen use. Allan Batty did almost 
everything with a couple of gouges, a skew and a 
parting tool.  
If you are having trouble doing something new, get 
some advice first. It could help your technique and 
save you money. If you don't know who to ask, 
speak to a committee member who will point you in 
the direction of a member with the right sort of 
experience for your problem. Or write to Your Turn.     

Dave Gibbard 
Preventing wet turned items from splitting 
Wet turned items usually survive drying if they are 
thin enough although some distortion may occur. 
This distortion is, in fact, often considered to add 
interest to the piece. However, if it is going to split it 
will usually be at the foot. This may be because the 
foot has been left thicker or simply that the core is 
there. The way Stuart Mortimer overcomes this is to 
leave a small spigot at the foot and to drill 4 holes 
into it from the bottom (but not right through) and fill 
these with superglue. The spigot may, additionally, 
be wrapped with masking tape or even a jubilee clip 
until dry. The spigot can then be used to mount the 
vessel in a separate base made from a contrasting 
wood. 

Processing wet timber 
There's plenty of free wood around but how should it 
be used? The general consensus at the recent brains 
trust was that it should either be turned wet to a thin 
finished size and allowed to distort as it dries quickly, 
or rough turned to a chunky wall thickness and left to 
dry in a cool place over a long time (possibly more 
than a year). A proportion will be lost either due to 
excessive distortion or splitting, but most will survive 
and can be re-mounted and turned to a finish. 
Some members had tried drying with a microwave 
with mixed results. It certainly helps if the item is fairly 
thin but driving out moisture from thick wood just 
seems to need time.  
Branch wood should be kept in lengths which are as 
long as possible. The ends will split but can be cut off 
and discarded. 
 
Cure for loose fitting spigots 
 If, when making a spigot to fit a hole (spindle to face 
plate turning) and the fit is too loose, this can be 
rectified quite easily. With a skew, cut a groove 
around the spigot without removing wood. This will 
form a small burr on the spigot and the problem is 
solved.  

Ian Woodford 
 



NOVICE/INTERMEDIATE PROJECTS 
 
August – a shallow bowl 
Objective - To try and obtain an even wall thickness. 
Wood - Beech or sycamore is ideal for this exercise. 
Suggested tools - Bowl gouge, skew and perhaps a 
spindle gouge. 
Blank size - About 5” by 2”. 
Lathe speed - Slow whilst truing the edge and face 
to balance, then medium speed. 
Finish – Your preference. 
 
In our early stages of turning most of us struggle to 
obtain an even wall thickness and this exercise is to 
try and achieve just that. Once we can do this it's fine 
to make different profile bowls that don’t require this 
ability. 
Method - Mount the blank on a screw chuck or 
faceplate and turn at a low speed whilst truing the 
edge and face with a bowl gouge. Once this is 
achieved a recess can be formed to suit your chuck 
jaws. A skew can be used to form the dovetail but a 
cleaner cut can be achieved by using a spindle 
gouge. Now it's time to form the outside shape and 
this is done from the recess to the rim at the top, i.e. 
cutting with the grain. Start by cutting with the bowl 
gouge near the edge of the blank, cutting from the 
smallest diameter to the largest until your desired 
profile is achieved. You can now remove any ripples 
left by the gouge by shear cutting with the wing of the 
gouge or shear scraping with a scraper held on its 
side. Sand, seal and polish or use an oil finish. 
Reverse the blank onto the chuck and with a bowl 
gouge, remove the inside of the bowl, working from 
the centre outwards. Try to keep the wall thickness to 
about 3/8 ‘ths of an inch. The inside is then shear cut 
or scraped. Sand, seal and polish. If you have the 
equipment and ability, try to remove or disguise the 
chucking recess. 
Enjoy the challenge.  
 
September – a sugar bowl & scoop 
Objective - A combined faceplate and spindle project 
that can look very attractive on the table, especially 
outside after a BBQ. 
Wood - A nice piece of fruitwood is ideal for this 
projective. 
Suggested tools - Bowl and spindle gouges, 
scraper, parting tool and skew. 
Blank size -  4 by 2in for the bowl and 5 by 1 & 3/8in 
square for the scoop. 
Lathe speed - A medium speed for the bowl but fast 
for the scoop. 
Finish - Food safe oil is best. 
 
Please try and adhere to the recommended size as 
anything too large will become a bucket and spade 
whilst too small will best be suited for a salt bowl. 
 

 
I won’t go into detail for the sugar bowl, as this is the 
same principle as last month’s project. My only 
recommendation is to try and make the bowl slightly 
enclosed for aesthetic reasons only. 
Scoop. The hollowing of the scoop can be done in 
many ways but for most of us with limited equipment 
this is best done by either drilling, on a pillar drill, or 
on the lathe. Use a 1in drill bit (not a brad point) and 
drill to a depth of approximately 1 & 3/8in. in one end 
of the blank. If you possess a 1in-domed router bit, 
this would be ideal for this job. Another way would be 
to securely mount the blank in your chuck and hollow 
with a small spindle gouge working from the centre 
outwards in the usual end grain hollowing method. 
 Now mount the blank between centres with the 
hollowed end supported by the outer edge of the 
revolving centre. Be careful not to apply too much 
pressure with the tailstock as this could result in a 
split scoop. Turn to your desired profile. Leave a wall 
thickness to the scoop no more than 1/8in. Sand and 
oil, then sand in the oil with 320 grit. 
On a disc sander, shape the profile of the scoop and 
then clean up the inside area and oil. If you don’t 
possess a disc sander then it’s a simple job to make 
one. 
Disc sander.  Take a piece of scrap wood to match 
the diameter of any commercially bought sanding 
discs and turn to the required size. Form a recess on 
one face to suite your chuck jaws and mount. True 
the face and then stick on the sanding disc. It’s as 
simple as that.     

Ian Woodford  
 
 

 
 



BEHIND THE SCENES 
 
2003 programme 
The programme for 2003 is shaping up well. Three 
visiting turners are already booked for evening 
meetings and one weekend workshop. More details 
later. 
 
Selling at club evenings 
There was some discussion about members selling 
things at club evenings. There have been a few 
grumbles about lack of space and the committee is 
concerned that if a number of members turn up 
unannounced wanting space there will be a problem.  
It is in members' interest to have this informal market, 
but a few rules seem to be in order: 
• Selling items in the hall will be allowed at turn-ins 

and bring and buy sales without pre-
arrangement. Just turn up with your things, 
labelled and priced. 

• On other evenings, don't bring your goods into 
the hall. You may, however, use the trading post 
notice board free of charge. There is no objection 
on these evenings to leaving your things in your 
vehicle and taking interested parties outside. 

• Members may advertise in Your Turn free of 
charge. 

 
Hilliers Arboretum 
Ron Broadway is currently trying to organise another 
exhibition at Hilliers arboretum in September. 
Although items may be sold, this is not a craft fair.  
Space is very limited and, depending on the interest 
in participating, the number of items that can be 
accepted from individuals will be limited. Items made 
from wood originating from the arboretum will be 
preferred.  
The exhibition will last several days and items will 
only be accepted from those prepared to do their 
share of manning. 
Anyone interested in exhibiting should register their 
interest with Ron and arrangements will then be 
made directly. There may not be another newsletter 
before the event. 
 
Website 
Chris West has made excellent progress with the 
website and we now have a registered address - 
which will be announced once it has been checked 
out. The next newsletter will have details of the 
launch. You will be invited to leave your Email 
address so that you can be informed when any new 
items of interest have appeared for you to download. 
For example, you will have the opportunity to 
download "Your Turn" in glorious colour.  
 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
We have the usual crop of stragglers who still have 
not renewed membership. If you are amongst them 
you will find a reminder letter enclosed with "Your 
Turn". It would be helpful if you would tell David 
Ackroyd or Alan Sturgess if you do not intend to 
renew, otherwise they would be pleased to receive 
your subs. 
 
We welcome two new members at the time of going 
to press,  
Noel Voice, 2 Hazelbank Close, Sheet, Petersfield, 
GU31 4BY, 01730 231661, and 
Brian Barker, 8 Ash Tree Close, Oakley, 
Basingstoke RG23 7EE, 01256 781 323 
 
 
TRADING POST 
 
Andrew Rawlinson is selling a MultiStar Duplex 
chuck with B,C,D jaws for internal and external 
gripping. There is an indexing ring and faceplate. The 
thread is 25/2 as used on Tyme Avon. It still has the 
manual and he is asking £80.  
 
If you are interested call him on 01329 289200  
 
 
SIGNING OFF…….. 
 
Well it's been really hard getting back to work after 
my holiday. If holidays are supposed to recharge 
your batteries and make you eager to rejoin the 
struggle, they don't work for me. They just make me 
want more holidays.  
 
If I just disappear one day you'll probably find me on 
a Greek island in a little wood turning shop. I've been 
researching the supply of that lovely wood, olive, 
much of which just gets burned on the islands.  
 
And they could certainly use a handy man...... 

 
Dave Gibbard 
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