
Your Turn 
The Newsletter of Hampshire Woodturners Association 

 
Volume 14  Issue 2                                                        March / April 2003               

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ian Casley, turning stone 
 
 
 

Travellers T
Turner of the Yea

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bill Jones Workshop
ales - "Turn to Stone"
r Competition Update

Twinning News



 
 Cover Story 

 
Look what I stumbled across in Cornwall on the Lizard Point.  
A certain Ian Casley turning Serpentine stone on an ancient lathe.  
Read all about it in yet another exciting instalment of  "Travellers' Tales" entitled 
"Turn to Stone".   
 
Michael Palin eat your heart out. 
 

Dave Gibbard, Editor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hampshire Woodturners Association 
 
The Association meets at the Kings Worthy Primary School on the first Monday of 
every month (the second if the first is a bank holiday). Kings Worthy is two miles 
north of Winchester and the school is at the top of Church Lane, which is opposite 
St. Mary’s church. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings feature a  talk or 
demonstration about a turning or related subject by a club member or an invited 
guest. Several times a year we have “turn-ins” with a number of lathes being 
operated by members demonstrating various techniques. There is a club shop 
selling various turning sundries, and a library. The “trading post” enables members 
to advertise things for sale or wanted.  
 
Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and there is usually a 
critique of selected items. There is also a monthly project for novices and 
intermediates with the opportunity to discuss the problems encountered and 
overcome. Refreshments are served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle and prize draw round off the evening. 
 
Membership is £15 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new members. Potential new 
members are welcome to come along and visit us without obligation or charge.  
 
There's a Web Site too. Check it out at  www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Committee 
Chairman............................................. Dave Foote.   01794 523314 
Secretary............................................. Bob Hope. 0118 9813552 
Treasurer............................................. Alan Sturgess  023 80892622 
Novice Projects...................................  Ian Woodford  01962 854528 
Membership Secretary.......................  David Ackroyd 01489 784985 
Turn-ins Organiser/Newsletter Distribution 
         George Gale  023 80265195 
Newsletter Editor................................  Dave Gibbard 023 80262660 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
             Email d-m.gibbard@ virgin.net  
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EDITORIAL - It's all in the mind, you know 
I stood at the kitchen door in awe. 
There were pans bubbling away on 4 burners, a 
cake in the oven and Marion was doing the ironing at 
the same time and somehow was managing to listen 
to the radio. 
 
"What are you staring at?" 
"Poetry in motion " 
"P###  - off" 
 
It is a well known fact that women's brains are 
different from men's. No really, they are, it's a 
scientifically proven fact. They are made up of lots of 
separate bits which work independently and enable 
them to do many things at the same time. Blokes, on 
the other hand, have to concentrate on one thing at a 
time. Like stacking the dishwasher. Mind you, I can 
get twice as much in as Marion. Of course, I've had it 
if the phone rings or the kettle boils.  
This difference in brain morphology is demonstrated 
by numerous historical examples.  
Like King Alfred who burnt the cakes because he 
attempted to think about something else at the same 
time.  
And it took Einstein to come up with the theory of 
relativity but it would have been lost to the world if 
his wife hadn't typed it up and posted it in between 
doing the shopping and getting the kids to school. 
And then there's the decline of British industry. In the 
old days all the managers were men but they didn't 
really organise anything. They had secretaries 
(women of course) who kept the world at bay and 
made sure they only had one thing to think about at 
a time. As a result, Britain ruled the world.   
But now we've been "downsized" and we don't have 
secretaries, we have computers. Give me a woman 
any day. A chap sits at his desk trying to think, 
exposed to the constant ringing of the telephone, his 
computer interrupting every few minutes with a new 
urgent Email and a stream of people at his shoulder 
demanding his attention. Sometimes I scream, throw 
the contents of my desk in the air and storm out. 
To the sanctuary of my workshop.  

 
And this is why, by and large, woodturners are men. 
They have this place they can go where nobody else 
is allowed where they can devote the whole of their 
brain to making shavings. 
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 
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• Bill Jones Sunday Workshop, 2 March 
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• AGM, then Chain Saw Safety, 7 April 
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Sturgess 
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TRADING POST 
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 
 
Turn-in, 3 February 
Dave Foote made the preliminary announcements 
including the very sad news that Dudley Backhurst 
had passed away, a victim of prostate cancer that 
had spread. A long standing member and nice, 
helpful chap, Dudley ran our library for several years 
until very recently. He will be missed by Hampshire 
Woodturners and his wood carving friends. Our 
condolences go to his family and his many friends. 
 
Ian Woodford gave a brief update on the rules for the 
new competition. These are given later in this issue. 
Then, on with the turn-in. Ian covered the next 
novice project, Les Thorne made some fruit and our 
visitor John Davis made some light pulls and bottle 
stoppers. John had also brought along a selection of 
nice imported burrs for sale.  
The new format novice arrangements seemed to 
work well with Brian Mitchell and Derek Holdaway 
giving a running critique during the evening to those 
who had entered their bottle stoppers.  
The gallery produced a lovely display of members' 
work and Derek Carter temporarily resumed his role 
of several years ago when he gave us the benefit of 
some expert observations on the display. It is a pity 
that some members who take the trouble to bring 
work to the gallery leave early and take it away 
before the critique. 
 
 

 
 

Derek Holdaway, superstar, 
 talking about one of his gallery pieces. 

 
Chris West gave a progress report on the twinning 
programme which is printed later in this issue. 
 
We received a grumble about cars damaging the 
grass. I know the car park is a walk away from the 
hall, but unless you are bringing heavy things into 
the hall, please keep your cars in the car park. If you 
are bringing things in, please try to keep the wheels 
on the track, not the grass. If you have things to 
carry, there are always people in the hall willing to 
help if asked. 

Bill Jones Workshop, 2 March 
It seems Bill is not a woodturner at all. He regards 
himself as an ivory turner and he brought along some 
lovely pieces of work to prove it including a complete 
chess set. He claimed that ivory turners are superior 
since the material is so expensive that the ones who 
survive don't make mistakes! Bill's huge experience 
was evident in the way he produced intricate knobs, 
boxes and a rattle without measuring anything. 
These items all had component parts which screwed 
together on hand-chased threads. 
A good turn out of 29 for a weekend workshop for a 
most welcome change. Special thanks to Alan 
Sturgess who got up early to go and fetch Bill, to Bob 
Hope who put him up and took him home and to 
Steve Page who was in his element with great 
advances in video technology with miniature cameras 
and a projection screen. 
I've only got space for pictures of a small taste of 
what was on offer, but you can find more on the 
website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Jones and a lovely ivory chess piece 
 
Bill Jones, 3 March 
Over 100 members thought you can't have too much 
of a good thing and came along to see Bill. Just as 
well our resident boffin Steve once again provided 
the means for us to see Bill's intricate work as he 
made a wooden box with an ivory rosette on the lid 
and entertained us with his dry anecdotes. I hope I 
have half the ability and stamina when I'm 83. 
Two distinguished guests in the form of Stewart King 
and Gary Rance came along and were made to sing 
for their supper by giving the critique on the large 
display in the members' gallery. They took their 
revenge by giving just that. Not many of us escaped 
a good natured critical comment or two.  
Never mind, even Stewart admits to being known as 
a rubbish turner. He claims this refers to his habit of 
turning wood others have rejected. 

  



 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
AGM and Chain Saw Safety, 7 April 
The AGM announcement was made last month in 
time for you to get your nominations in. Hopefully it 
will go as smoothly as usual. See the Treasurer's 
budget report in this issue.  
The AGM will be followed by a talk about chain saw 
safety by tree surgeon Graham Butler. 
The Novice project is an end grain vase. 
Don't forget the woodturner of the year competition - 
round 1 at this meeting - spindle turning.  
See the update in this issue. 
 

Turn-in, 12 May 
George is still juggling with the options and the 
demonstrators have not yet been decided.  
However, I'm sure you can rely on the usual action 
packed evening. 
 
The Project this month is a ball and cup. Ian's write-
up is to be found in this issue. 

 

 

 
TWINNING NEWS - Chris West 

 
Friendships via emails are now being formed between HWA members and 
those from the Ocean Woodturners in Rhode Island. To date we have 10 
HWA members and 8 members from the Ocean Woodturners. All members 
are encouraged to join in with the twinning project. All it requires is for you 
send me a short resume about yourself and I will send you the resumes of 
the USA Chapters members. So, please spend a few minutes on a resume 
and send it to me at  chris@hants-woodturners-HWA.co.uk   
 

 

WEBSITE UPDA
 
The number of people visiting the site
receiving approximately 70 ‘hits’ a mo
guestbook in the near future. Visitors 
the site and these will become availab
I try and add at least two new links in 
appreciate members letting me know 
 
When renewing your club membershi
like to download your Newsletter from
the association's operating costs but y
colour. 
 
Remember the address  www.hants-w
 
More pictures of Bill Jones workshop 
 

 
TE - Chris West 
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each month and would very much 
of interesting sites they have visited. 

p you will be asked whether you would 
 the website. Not only will this reduce 
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oodturners-hwa.co.uk 

are on the website. 



TRAVELLERS' TALES 
 
Turn to stone 
During our recent holiday in Cornwall, Marion and I 
visited the most southerly place in the country - 
Lizard Point. I suppose I thought that its name 
derived from the shape of some prominent rock 
formation or a local ancient reptile. Well, do you 
know the origin? It's a corruption of the Cornish "Lys 
ardh" meaning a high place. It certainly was too. We 
were expecting a tacky place designed to extract the 
maximum cash from visitors for the minimum 
expenditure but we found a lovely cafe which served 
delicious tea and scones with Cornish cream which 
we ate in the sunshine whilst gazing along the most 
spectacular coastline. Climbers were descending 
ropes from the cliff top picking up litter which had 
lodged in the shrubs and crevices. Very impressive. I 
don't see our local council going to such lengths. Not 
that we've got cliffs of course, but you get my 
meaning. 
The Point had a small uneven car park which was 
reached via a single track road. and it was quite 
busy. We were being entertained by two American 
ladies who were having some difficulty manoeuvring 
their hired car in the confined space. One had got 
out to direct the other. After a while a queue of cars 
had built up trying to enter the car park and an 
opposing queue was trying to leave. The lady 
directing the other suddenly realised they were stuck 
in the middle of this lot, planted hands on hips and 
demanded "Well, what's the procedure for this then?" 
The onlookers erupted in mirth which did not seem to 
be appreciated.  
 Whilst a couple of local lads took charge of clearing 
the jam, I noticed a small workshop and gallery 
advertising "Genuine Lizard Serpentine Stone" 
Serpentine is a local stone which is rather like black 
marble and is quite soft (for stone). It was used for 
building work in Victorian times but its wearing 
properties were not good and it is rarely used as a 
building material now, but it is still used for items for 
the home, mostly of an ornamental nature, which is 
what was being made and displayed at the tiny 
Lizard Point Works. The Works has been on this site 
and in the Casley family for 100 years.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I went in and met Ian Casley standing at a lathe 
turning a stone bowl! The lathe was a masterpiece 
dating from 1830 at which time it was treadle 
powered. I told Ian about one of our members, Chris 
Davey, who regularly uses a treadle lathe converted 
from a sewing machine. Well, Chris, you would not 
have wanted to power this lathe with your feet for 
long, it was quite a size. It is now electric powered 
and very quiet indeed. It makes no concessions to 
Health & Safety with all its belts and pulleys proudly 
displayed as you can see in the picture on the cover.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cutting is done with hand tools resembling 
woodturning tools, rather like stout pointed scrapers. 
Like woodturning, after shaping with hand tools, 
comes the finishing, and like woodturning, this is 
done by sanding with progressively finer grits. The 
sanding is done wet and there's no dust. Ian prefers 
aluminium oxide cloth to carborundum ("wet and dry") 
and it takes quite a time to achieve a really smooth 
polished surface. A smallish bowl might take a couple 
of hours from start to finish. Ian was displaying bowls 
and vases, ash trays, table lamps, lighthouse 
ornaments, clocks, barometers etc at similar prices to 
what we might ask for similar wooden items. (Though 
wooden ash trays are not very successful.)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I stood there next to Ian I envied him the view 
from his workshop out across Lizard Point and along 
that magnificent coastline. But the jam had been 
cleared and hints were being dropped that it was time 
to travel on. 

 

 

 



 
 

Dave Gibbard 
  

 
LETTERS & EMAILS 

 
This story in an Email from Alan Butler amused me. 
Absolutely nothing to do with woodturning. 
The Nun's Story 
There were two nuns... One of them was known as 
Sister Mathematical (SM), and the other one was 
known as Sister Logical (SL). It was getting dark and 
they were still far away from the convent. 
SM: Have you noticed that a man has been following 
us for the past thirty-eight and a half minutes? I 
wonder what he wants. 
SL: It's logical. He wants to rape us. 
SM: Oh, no! At this rate he will reach us in 15 
minutes at the most. What can we do? 
SL: The only logical thing to do is to walk faster. 
SM: It's not working. 
SL: Of course it's not working. The man did the only 
logical thing. He started to walk faster, too. 
SM: So, what shall we do? At this rate he will reach 
us in one minute. 
SL: The only logical thing we can do is split. You go 
that way and I'll go this way. He can't follow us both. 
So the man decided to follow Sister Logical. 
Sister Mathematical arrived at the convent and was 
worried about Sister Logical. Then She arrived. 
SM: Sister Logical! Thank God you are here! Tell me 
what happened! 
SL: The only logical thing happened. The man 
couldn't follow us both, so he followed me. 
SM: Yes, yes! But what happened then? 
SL: The only logical thing happened. I started to run 
as fast as I could and so did he. 
SM: And? 

SL: The logical thing happened. He caught me. 
SM: Oh, dear! What did you do? 
SL: The only logical thing to do. I lifted my habit up. 
SM: Oh, Sister! What did the man do? 
SL: The logical thing . He pulled down his trousers. 
SM: Oh, no! What happened then? 
SL: Isn't it logical, Sister? A nun with her habit up can 
run faster than man with his trousers down. 
And for those of you who thought it would be dirty, 
say two Hail Marys! 
 
And here's one from Dave Gibbard. It could be the 
step beyond talking to myself ! 
I really enjoyed the talk by Roy Wood on Competition 
Turning in January and it was obvious I was not 
alone. I might have picked up on one thing he said, 
though, had David Bird not beaten me to it. Roy was 
advocating a deep shine as the only way to show the 
quality of the finish. "And the room lights" suggested 
David. Quite. A shiny coating reflects and reflection 
obscures what is underneath rather than showing it 
off. This is why pictures in good galleries are not 
varnished nor do they have glass in front of them.  
A deep shine certainly has immediate impact but for 
a deep appreciation of the wood underneath, a matt 
finish is better.   
 
Of course I have an ulterior motive in writing the 
above letter. I hope I might stimulate a debate on the 
subject for "Your Turn".  

Editor  
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HILLIERS 2003 

nging another show at Hilliers Arboretum. This year it will 
n Jermyn's House and the date is the weekend of 29/30 

urners Association event and if any member is interested 
on on 01962 865680.  
Hilliers show before, It should be pointed out that though 
 is not a craft fair. Space is limited to about 4 tables. The 
and visitors and attendance is very dependent on the 
 the programme, but most visitors seem surprised when 

ose who do find us are knowledgeable about trees if not 
ning process. We don't expect exhibitors to be present all 
 there during opening hours and so there will be a rota. 
ork to be from Arboretum wood and we will try to arrange 

tion.   



PROJECTS - Ian Woodford 
7 April.  End grain vase. 
 
This project allows freedom of design and size but 
for the sake of the exercise I would recommend that 
the simpler the shape the more affective and easier it 
would be. I would also recommend that the diameter 
should be kept within a limit of about 100mm, or 4 
inches. It is also aesthetically effective if the vase 
can be made from branch wood so that the top of the 
vase is a natural edge with the bark intact. Whether 
you make it from wet wood or seasoned is entirely 
up to you. 
Take your branch section and mount between 
centres. True one end and then form a spigot to suit 
your chuck and then mount in the chuck. Remember 
that the grain will be parallel with the lathe bed so 
you will be spindle turning. First form the outside 
shape down about ¾ of the vase. If you form the 
total outside shape first there is a strong possibility 
that vibration will occur when you hollow out due to 
lack of support at the base. Now hollow out the 
inside. Remember the grain alignment means that 
you hollow from the centre outwards in true end 
grain hollowing techniques. Once you are satisfied 
with the hollowing, sand and finish internally. Finish 
turning the outside shape then go on to the vase 
stem. Again, when you are happy with this, sand and 
finish. 
 
 

 
A fairly straightforward  piece of turning that can be 
very attractive. Try to keep the vase section fairly 
thin; 3mm is fine but if you are confident enough try 
taking another 1mm off. The beauty of using wet 
branch wood is that if you have a major disaster then 
wet branch wood is readily available at no cost. The 
following profile can serve as a guide if you have not 
attempted these vases before. 
 
 
 

 
12 May.   Ball and cup. 
 
An interesting task that can present you with some 
different holding techniques for the ball. Once 
finished it will make a good gift for children to have 
hours of fun with. It can be made from any timber 
you fancy, and again I would advocate some fairly 
inexpensive material. 
The cup is straightforward and is a slight variation on 
the previous months vase. You need a piece of 
straight-grained wood about 150mm long by 55mm 
square. 
Mount between centres and rough to a cylinder. Cut 
a spigot at one end and then mount in your chuck. 
Using initial tailstock support, form the outside shape 
for the cup. A typical eggcup style is fine. Remove 
the tailstock and hollow out the cup employing end 
grain hollowing techniques. Sand and finish although 
for a game like this, applying a finish is not essential. 
I leave the decision to you. Now turn the handle and 
sand. Part off and hand sand the end. 
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a simple cup and ball shape 

he main purpose of this exercise is to learn how to 
urn a ball. Once mastered it becomes a very 
atisfying task. There are two or three tried and 
rusted methods to accomplish this but lets just 
oncentrate on one. This involves turning two very 
imple jigs. But first lets start the ball.  

Continued....... 

 



 
Ball and cup project, continued......... 
 
Take a length of any timber like ash, beech or oak 
about 90mm to 100mm long and 45mm to 50mm 
square. Mount between centres and rough turn to a 
cylinder. With callipers take the diameter and 
transfer this measurement along the wood. Now 
bisect this with a pencil mark so you end up with 3 
equally spaced lines, with the outer ones equalling 
the diameter of the blank. With a narrow parting tool 
cut down the two outside lines to about 5mm of the 
centre. With a beading tool or skew, start forming the 
ball but leave the centre line intact. You may need to 
remove some wood from either side of the outer cuts 
to allow access for the tool. See diagram.  If you like, 
a cardboard template may assist you to form the ball 
at this stage. Remove the work from the lathe and 
with a sharp knife, or on the band saw, remove the 
waste end wood thus leaving a ball with two 
opposing stubs. Now make the jigs. 

Rough to a cylinder two waste blocks. One will be 
held in your chuck and the other will be supported by 
the tailstock. The ball will be held between them for 
finishing. Turn a cup in the ends with a diameter only 
about half that of the ball. The part turned ball is held 
between them by friction.  See diagram. Mount the 
ball turned by 90 degrees so that when the lathe is 
switched on the ball can then have its small spigots 
turned off. Take this stage carefully so as not to take 
off any more wood than you have to. The ball can 
now be rotated on any plane and sanded to 
completion. The following diagram might clarify this 
because my description and wine don’t go together. 
(It’s late at night). 
When both cup and ball are finished all that remains 
is to drill a hole in the ball and superglue in a length 
of string. The other end of the string can then be 
attached to the bottom of the handle. The game is 
best played before opening the wine!!! On second 
thoughts, perhaps not. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part turned ball in blank. Centre line still intact.             
wooden jigs 
 
 
 

 
 

WOODTURNER OF THE YEAR CO
 
Only a short while left until April and the first phase of 
being quite strict in the definition because the whole id
‘between centre work’. The work must be held betwee
drilled out before turning and table lamps can have a h
are obviously ruled out, but can be submitted in phase
 
Let your minds run free, but as an example, items like 
candle sticks and table lamps, spindles for chairs and 
there is no need to hide the drive centre marks. 
 
Don’t forget the prizes. Its going to be worthwhile ente
the first, second and third prizes overall will be 50, 30 
 
John Davis has volunteered to administer the whole of
entry to him. Make sure it is wrapped so that our judge
maker. (Brian is only open to bribes if it exceeds the to
 
Have a go and show everyone what you can do be
 

                   Ball held between 2 

MPETITION UPDATE - Ian Woodford 

the competition, which is spindle turning. We are 
ea of the competition is to test our expertise in 
n centres at all times. Candlesticks can have the end 
ole drilled through the centre. Boxes and goblets 
 two of the competition.  

light pulls and bobbins, handles for tools and cutlery, 
stairs all qualify. If entering a chair leg for example, 

ring because in both categories (see last newsletter) 
and 20 pounds respectively. 

 the competition so on the night please give your 
, Brian Hannam, can’t identify the work with the 
tal prize allocation (-joke!)). 

cause turning is what our club is all about. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 
It's sad to report the death of 
second successive issue. Du
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It's nice to see helpers comin
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being judged by Brian Hanna
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NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome: 
Steve Hardman from West La
Calum Musker from Luggersh
 
 
 

TREASURER'S BUDGET FOR 2003/04 
-  (Oh dear he wants to increase our subs) 

udget for 2003/04 to the committee. Due to continual increases in our operating 
cit of income over expense, which must be addressed.   
 of £15 has stood for 6 years.  We have taken every opportunity to reduce our 
tain low annual subscriptions. 
e membership rate, which is our main source of income. To minimize the effect 
ed some changes to our current financial plan which have been accepted by 

ffered for your acceptance at the AGM in April, these are as follows:- 
s increase to £17  (additional £250) 
fee of £5 
 Monthly Draw  (saving £240) 

£20 Month Profit  (additional £220  i.e. £20  x 11mths) (Currently all raffle 
es.) 
ill return just over £700 per annum and should see our income and expenditure 

05. If over the next 12 months we can get 50 Members to take their News 
t site we will save a further £200 a year on printing and postage cost. 
ual and general inflation is steady at 3% this change now should help to stem 
 next 3 years. 
ill give a projected income of £4,415. The proposed expenditure for 2003/4 is  
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TRADING POST 
For Sale: 
DeWalt Bandsaw DW3045 
2 Speeds, 6" depth of cut,  2" throat, tilting table, 
spare blades  £95 
Vicmarc  VM 100 
4 Jaw Self Centering Chuck. 
Complete with 50mm Dovetail Jaw set & Step Jaws 
Changeable back boss (3/4 x 16) £90 

Alan Sturgess, 023 80892622 
 
 
SIGNING OFF…….. 
I recently bought a copy of Woodturning for the first 
time for a couple of years. Well, I've had other 
distractions. I was pleased to see that a reader had 
sent in a picture of a car he had made from an article 
I wrote for the magazine a few years ago. I often 
wondered how much notice people take of articles; 
well at least one person took a great deal of notice.  
It seems that Woodturning also took some notice of 
our humble newsletter since they call their readers' 
section "Your turn".  
I'll take it as a compliment!  
 

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
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