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Cover Story 
 
The Stuart Mortimer workshop  for Hampshire Woodturners Association on 
11 May, with Stuart being assisted by Andrew Rawlinson! 
Stuart started with the basics and progressed through goblets with spiral 
stems, those lovely spiral vases that have become a speciality of his and 
pierced hollow forms.  
A most illuminating day in pleasant surroundings at Stuart's own workshop, 
being pampered by his charming wife and an excellent lunch at the local pub 
in the sunshine. All for the princely sum of £15 a head. Woodturning heaven!  
See the report in "Review of Events" 

Hampshire Woodturners Association 
 
The Association meets at the Kings Worthy Primary School on the first Monday of 
every month (the second if the first is a bank holiday). Kings Worthy is two miles 
north of Winchester and the school is at the top of Church Lane, which is opposite 
St. Mary’s church. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings feature a  talk or 
demonstration about a turning or related subject by a club member or an invited 
guest. Several times a year we have “turn-ins” with a number of lathes being 
operated by members demonstrating various techniques. There is a club shop 
selling various turning sundries, and a library. The “trading post” enables members 
to advertise things for sale or wanted.  
 
Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and there is usually a 
critique of selected items. There is also a monthly project for novices and 
intermediates with the opportunity to discuss the problems encountered and 
overcome. Refreshments are served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle and prize draw round off the evening. 
 
Membership is £15 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new members. Potential new 
members are welcome to come along and visit us without obligation or charge.  
 

Your Committee 
Chairman.............................................Dave Foote.   01794 523314 
Secretary.............................................Bob Hope. 0118 9813552 
Treasurer.............................................Alan Sturgess  023 80892622 
Novice Projects................................... Ian Woodford  01962 854528 
Membership Secretary.......................  David Ackroyd 01489 784985 
Turn-ins Organiser/Newsletter Distribution 
         George Gale  023 80265195 
Newsletter Editor................................ Dave Gibbard 023 80262660 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
    7 Balmoral Close, Chandlers Ford, SO53 1TG 
    New Email d-m.gibbard@ virgin.net (the old one still works too) 
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EDITORIAL - System Trouble 
 
It appears that well over half of our members have a 
computer at home. This means most of you have 
probably experienced the frustrations of those 
endearing machines and the software that they use. 
Here's a cautionary tale from a woodturning friend 
who is having trouble with his "system". 
 
He had been using Workshop XS for years without 
too much trouble, with Exwife1.0 running in 
background mode. The system maintenance was 
high but he was managing. Indeed, he was getting 
on so well that he was planning to upgrade to 
Workshop XL or even to go straight to Workshop Pro 
and give up the day job. Then his troubles started.  
 
He was diverted from his plan when a friend 
introduced him to an exciting system - Merrywidow. 
In expectation of an instant improvement in 
performance he tried installing it. He was dismayed 
to discover that Merrywidow was, in fact a multi-user 
system and would not operate on his equipment 
without being upgraded to Newife2.0. Several new 
problems then emerged. Newife 2.0 introduced a 
virus forcing him to shut down his system for weeks 
whilst it was de-bugged. He also discovered that he 
could not uninstall Exwife1.0 and although it had 
been running only in the background for ages it 
proved incompatible with Newife2.0. When it 
detected the new system they clashed and caused 
severe damage to his hardware. After resorting to 
some intensive maintenance to resolve the problem, 
however, he found Newife2.0 was not without its 
compensations since although it used up all 
available resources, it came bundled with 
Freesexplus and Cleanhouse 2002. 
 
But he was in for more disappointment when he 
found that Newife2.0 was unstable and costly to 
maintain. Furthermore, any mistakes he made were 
automatically stored and could not be deleted. They 
were liable to re-surface at any time.   

 
Newife2.0 also randomly ran Mega-strop and Winge-
zip and no option on the help menu seemed to work 
leaving him to try to guess the cause of the fault. It 
also refused most of the new games he would have 
liked to try with the message "illegal operation". 
When Newife2.0 ran Car 1.0 it crashed. 
The problem eventually resolved itself 
catastrophically when Newife2.0 reverted to multi-
user mode and erased all his MS Money files before 
un-installing itself.   
 
He needs to get his system sorted soon or he'll miss 
the HWA website going live - see "Behind the 
Scenes". 
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 

 

AGM and Brains Trust, 8 April  
The AGM followed the usual pattern.  
Last year's minutes (printed in the last issue of "Your 
Turn") were accepted as a true record. 
The Chairman delivered his report and this is 
presented in full later in this issue. 
The Treasurer reported that although the closing 
balance had moved sharply down since last year, (to 
£1082 from £2509) this was largely due to recent 
major shop purchases. The assets, apart from 
equipment, taking shop stock into account had 
actually increased (to £3121 from £2865) . This 
prompted a question as to whether purchases could 
be spread. However, this would lead to a significant 
increase in shop prices since our purchase price for 
sandpaper in particular is achieved only by making a 
large quantity purchase. The general picture is of a 
stable situation and we do not seek to make a profit. 
The budget for the coming year shows that the 
balance can be maintained with the present level of 
subscriptions though there may have to be an 
increase next year. A potted version of the 
Treasurer's report follows later in this issue. 
Ian Hutchinson and Steve Page were not offering 
themselves for re-election and the Chairman thanked 
them for their contributions. John Breslain presided 
over the election of the new committee as the 
outgoing one stood down.  There being no 
competing nominations, this was done en bloc and 
there was no dissent!  
Those elected were: 
Dave Foote - Chairman 
Bob Hope - Secretary 
Alan Sturges - Treasurer 
Ian Woodford, George Gale, David Ackroyd, Dave 
Gibbard - committee members. 
John thanked the outgoing committee on behalf of 
the members and handed the chair back to Dave 
Foote. 
There was a question about the member's draw roll 
over and Phil Hill suggested that if the member 
drawn was either not present or not wearing a name 
badge, another name should be drawn and so on 
until the £20 is won. This was put to the floor and 
accepted.  
"Thank-you" awards of bottles of wine were made to 
the sub-committee helpers for the shop, raffle, tea 
and library.  
Ian Woodford made the novice award to Ken 
Churchill who just pipped young Andrew Rawlinson. 
Andrew was given a special award of a signed copy 
of Keith Rowley's book for showing great promise.   
During the interval Ian gave a critique on another 
impressive entry from the novices and intermediates. 
This time the project was pairs of light pulls. 
 

After tea the members were invited to test the 
knowledge of a panel made up of Hilary Bowen, 
Lionel Joliffe, Brian Hannam, Les Thorne and Roy 
Nailor. Questions on pyrography, sanding, finishing, 
drilling, chucking and processing wet wood were 
handled expertly and entertainingly. Members from 
the floor were involved in the ensuing discussions 
and the advice was coming thick and fast. I have 
picked out some of the comments as tips which 
appear in this issue, plus some I have saved for next 
time. One provocative comment from Brian Hannam 
drew a number of responses afterwards, one of 
which is printed in the letters page. 
The panel gave a critique on the items displayed in 
the member's gallery. 
When we look to the outside world for expertise we  
sometimes forget  what a wealth of it we have 
amongst our own members. I for one would like to 
see more of this sort of event. How about you?  
 
Ronnie Rustin, 13 May meeting 
Ronnie, still going strong at 78, brought his 
entourage to entertain us. Rustins have a bewildering 
array of finishes and stains and Ronnie displayed an 
impressive command of the subject, a profound 
interest in his business and an amusing line in 
anecdotes. 
Bill Hayward, HWA founder member and good friend 
of the late Les Revell, presented a Cup in Les's 
memory. See the separate report and letters. 
Some very nice apples were on show from the 
novices. 
 
Stuart Mortimer's Workshop - 11 May 
A discerning band of members visited Stuart 
Mortimer at his home and workshop at Grateley on a 
lovely day and were entertained to a humbling 
display of skill and beautiful turned work.  
Stuart insists that tool control should be simplified 
and practised until it becomes second nature. If you 
are having to think about tooling you will not be 
concentrating on the form of the work. He showed 
what he claims are the only three cuts - straight , 
convex (e.g. for beads) and concave (e.g. for coves). 
He went on to make a goblet with a spiral stem and 
explained the marking out procedure in the process. 
The spiralling method was extended to a hollow 
vase, this time removing the wall entirely leaving only 
the spiral between the base from the rim. After an 
excellent pub lunch he made a hollow sphere 
inserting a lamp to judge an even wall thickness by 
the light passing through. He followed this by 
patterning the sphere by piercing it with random cut 
outs to the dismay of some members! Finally he 
made a small vase in the style of Bert Marsh. Though 
he was unhappy with the vase demo, we all departed 
exhausted and happy, our minds full of new things to 
try and old ones to refine.  

 



CHAIRMAN'S REPORT APRIL 2002 
 

As I look back over the first year that I have served 
as your chairman I am struck by a clear sense of 
progress within the HWA.  Your committee has 
worked hard to listen to the views of members and 
deliver a programme of events to match your 
requests.  I am particularly pleased to be able to 
reflect that most of the turning that we see in HWA 
meetings is provided by our own members.  This is 
dominated by the Turn Ins and Novice and 
Intermediate work but we should not forget the 
inspirational work that often graces the Gallery table.  
Many of you will know that I believe strongly that the 
club works best for its members when the members 
all work for the good of the club.  
 
On the membership front the HWA is still looking 
pretty healthy with a consistent membership of 
around 150.  There seems to be some evidence that 
numbers attending on a monthly basis are 
increasing, for example at last month’s meeting at 
least 110 were present.  Your committee has 
recently spent some time in discussing how best to 
manage monthly meetings with such large 
attendances.  Most of us are only too familiar with 
the problems of seeing and hearing enough of the 
“action”.   
 
We continue to seek to bring in professional turners 
to monthly meetings although this is becoming 
increasingly difficult.  Stuart King and Paul Hayden 
this year are the result of your requests at the last 
AGM.  I would like to take your views on the 
Christmas Social as this is consistently the worst 
attended meeting of the year - about 50 members 
last time.  Should it continue after the current year’s 
programme?  We have taken the view that the very 
small attendances at Workshops are an indication 
that events of this sort at the weekend do not suit our 
membership.  We are however keen to see how our 
“in house” workshop goes later this year.   
 
I would also like to bring to your attention all the 
efforts of your committee members and all the other 
members who help in different ways to make our 
club operate.  Committee  meetings are well 
attended and often generate really worthwhile 
discussion (and a good deal of humour!) as we seek 
to decide on what is best for the HWA.   

 
As you already know Ian Hutchinson is standing 
down after a long spell as HWA Secretary and also 
Steve Page has decided to stand down from his 
committee post.  I would like to thank them both on 
your behalf for their excellent contribution to the 
HWA.  By way of recognition I would like to name the 
other members of the committee:  Alan Sturgess, 
George Gale, Ian Woodford, Dave Gibbard. 
 
Looking back on the year it strikes me that there are 
a couple of great opportunity areas for us.  The first is 
the range of members who feel able to show us their 
work at Turn Ins.  Our faithful regular turners are 
much appreciated but wouldn’t it be great to see a 
different group at every Turn In?  The other area that 
seems to me ripe for development is the number of 
female and junior members to increase our diversity.  
Using a lathe is not the preserve only of the adult 
males of the species! 
 
The year has also seen the passing of a number of 
members and it seems right that we remember their 
contribution.  In particular of course we remember 
Les Revell, one of that original small group who saw 
what could be achieved by bringing turners together.  
From those small beginnings the current HWA has 
grown. 
 
In conclusion, I have hugely enjoyed my first year as 
your Chairman and hope you feel that I have been 
able to do a reasonable job of it.  I do value all the 
comments and feedback that I have received and 
would encourage everyone to let me know what they 
think on all aspects of the HWA.  It is, as they say, 
“good to talk”.  I am delighted to be able to close this 
report by saying that the HWA is thriving and the 
level of interest in turning within Hampshire is high.  
Let’s enjoy the year ahead! 
 

Dave Foote, Chairman HWA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanding Tip 
 
The Brains Trust panel was asked if sanding should be done "down hill" as is recommended for 
cutting. This was considered impractical with the lathe turning but you could take a leaf out of 
the cabinet maker's book and stop the lathe to sand with the grain. Scratches only show when 
they are across the grain.  
 



TREASURER'S REPORT  2001-2002 (SUMMARY) 
 

Income    Expenditure 
Total Income 
Main source of income is still 
subscriptions      
The Club shop had been busy with 
an income of       
The income from refreshments has 
increased following the reminder that 
it's 20p a cup (free biscuits)    
 

£4857.61 
 

£2177.50 
 

£1276.61 
 
 

£ 117.50 

Total Expense 
Expenditure is similar to last year with 
2 exceptions.  
Due to the demand, the shop has 
been re-stocked twice - in May 2001 & 
March 2002. Hence the current stock 
is high. Shop Purchase: 
Demonstrators' expense was higher 
due to comments at last AGM leading 
to booking more professional turners. 

£5970.01 
 
 
 
 
 

£2061.20 
 
 

£615.00 
 

Expenditure  over Income  -£932.40

Opening Balance 02/04/2001 £2,014.50

Less Expenditure over Income -£932.40

Monies held in Giro Account £980.94

Cash to Hand £101.16
Current (closing) Balance £1,082.10

 

Valuation excluding equipment £3121.24

Money available £1,082.10

Shop, current stock valuation £1,961.13

Shop float £68.01

Library float £10.00
 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Turn-in, 10 June Meeting   
 At the time of writing the line up is uncertain but 
includes Ian Woodford and Les Thorn. 
The novice project is an acorn rattle.  
Robert Sorby, 1 July Meeting   
 Demonstrations of some of the tools and equipment 
produced by this famous manufacturer. 
The novice project is a kitchen roll holder. 
Southern Power Tools, 19 June 
This local tool supplier is having another open day 
with various trade exhibits and demonstrations. Alan 
Sturgess is representing Hampshire Woodturners. 
There's no admission charge. The venue is Unit A , 
Nickel Close, Easton Lane, Winnall, Winchester. The 
event also marks the opening of the new extended 
display showroom.  
Richard Raffan Workshop, 7 July 
Test Valley Turners are offering a limited number of 
places at £20 a head for this all day event to be held 
at Stuart Mortimer's workshop at Grateley on 7 July. 
Contact Ron Caddy on 01264 350323. 
WJT Crafts Show 25/26 May 
 Bill Thorne is organising another open day at his 
shop in Arlesford with demos by Stuart Mortimer, 
Gary Rance, Les Thorne and Jon Harmer. 

Southampton Kite Festival 22/23 June 
We shared a marquee with the kite makers at the 
IBM open day a couple of years ago and they 
obviously enjoyed our company since we have been 
invited to the kite festival which takes place at 
Lordshill Sports Ground, Redbridge Lane, Lordshill, 
Southampton between 10 and 5 on 22 and 23 June. 
You can have a go at making and flying kites and 
apart from that, other activities will include a fun fair, 
a children's entertainer, stalls by local clubs, live 
music, refreshments etc.  
We will have lathes there with several members 
demonstrating and some work on display. If anyone 
would like to come and enjoy a day out or even lend 
a hand please do. 
 
National Vintage Tractor Rally  
28/29 June. 
Another local event where we hope to be "on show" 
is being held at Longdown Activity Farm, Ashurst, 
West Totton. The small entrance charge also gets 
you in to the Activity Farm. Apart from old tractors 
there will be farm machinery and a few vintage cars 
and motor cycles plus craft stands. 

 

In general terms our expense, excluding the 
double shop purchases, is equal 
to our income.   
 
In the next year we are expecting a steep rise 
in our insurance premium along with other 
small increases in general. The budget for 
2002/03 shows an expense of £250 greater 
than the potential income.  
 
It is only due to the numbers of members that 
the committee have held the subscription at 
£15 again for the 6th year.  However there is a 
strong possibility that an increase will be 
required in 2003/04  



 
EQUIPMENT REVIEW, SCHEPPACH BASATO BANDSAW 

 

Thanks to Derek Carter for this review:  
 
I, like Ian (Hutchinson), had been on the lookout for a 
replacement for my aging Dewalt bandsaw which I 
bought third hand and had served me well for 10 
years. I wanted accuracy and a large depth of cut.  
Much of my turning these days is for commissions – 
typically from house owners who for one reason or 
another have had to have a loved tree felled. To 
convert the trunk of some of these monsters into 
blanks to rough turn used to involve a lot of work with 
a chainsaw – both dangerous and not good for a bad 
back. I also need to plank some of the butts so 
needed to use the bandsaw for resawing. 
 
I had been looking for sometime when I saw a 
Scheppach Basato bandsaw at an exhibition – this 
looked to be the business – 12” depth of cut with 
motor to match and accuracy generated by superb 
blade guides sufficient to cut 1/8” veneers off an 8” 
block of timber. Having saved up the pennies and 
rechecked that nothing new had come onto the 
market – I ordered the 2 speed model through 
Yandles. A 4 speed  version is also available. 
 
The weight as you will see from the spec is 
substantial, but luckily the cast iron table is easily 
detachable easing the transport problem into the 
workshop. It is also a big beast and has to be 
carefully sited.  

 

The bandsaw has now been in constant use for 
nearly a year and has totally lived up to my 
expectations. To see it ripping down the grain of a 
12” log with a 1” blade installed is awesome. At the 
other end of the scale – I constructed a small lidded 
box the other day 5” high with mitred corners – I cut 
the mitres on the bandsaw with the table tilted over – 
the adjustment is simple and positive. The mitres 
were glued  without any cleaning up and the result 
was perfect. Blade changing and guide set up is 
straight forward and quick. Build quality is good. 
 
In summary, I would have no hesitation in 
recommending the bandsaw to anyone looking for a 
no nonsense large capacity saw but with the finesse 
to handle small delicate and accurate work. Although 
the cost £1100 including the mitre fence may seem 
steep, in this case you really do get what you pay for. 
 
Spec at the time of purchase : 
 
Depth of cut 12” 
Throat  18” 
Motor  single phase 1.5 hp 
Table size 26” x 26” cast iron  
Table adjustment +47 degrees to – 27 degrees  
Weight  340 lbs 
 

Derek Carter 
 

 
 
 

 
LES REVELL MEMORIAL CUP 

 
Bill Hayward was a good friend of Les Revell and an ex member of Hampshire 
Woodturners Association. Indeed, although he missed the inaugural meeting he was 
virtually a founder member himself.  
 
Having discussed it with Les's widow Amy, Bill has kindly offered to donate a cup to 
Hampshire Woodturners Association in memory of Les Revell. In recognition of Les's 
interest in encouraging newcomers to our craft, the cup will be presented annually to the 
novice of the year.   
 
The Committee has been pleased to accept this generous offer and have left it to Bill 
and Amy to select a suitable cup and inscription plate. They have been invited to come 
along to an evening meeting to present the cup to the Association later in the year.    
 

 



LETTERS  
 
This letter comes from Les Revell's Widow, Amy 
  On behalf of my family and myself, I would like to 
thank all the members of the Hampshire 
Woodturners who attended my husband's funeral in 
February. I regret I did not speak to everyone. 
Also for the donation kindly made to the Macmillan 
Nurses, thank you. 
Les would have been heartened to know that so 
many of his friends and colleagues were present on 
that  sad occasion. 
His very rapid decline and somewhat unexpected 
passing took all of us by surprise. May I also add my 
delight at your intention to award a cup in his 
memory, he would be very pleased indeed to know 
his memory lives on. 
He felt passionately about his woodturning and 
hoped he inspired others to feel the same.  

Amy Revell. 
 
And this was sent in by Lionel Jolliffe :- 
  As often happens after a discussion, one wishes 
that a reply had been made. Or in other words one 
always thinks of the reply when it is too late and the 
discussion has ended. 
Such a case occurred after the "brains trust " at the 
recent AGM. One of the "brains" expressed his 
dislike of oak, complaining strongly about the grain in 
that timber and that it had to be filled in order to 
finish it properly. 
I feel that I should stick up for our wonderful native 
timber that has served us so well through many 
centuries. It has been used for the structure of 
houses that still keep us warm and secure. It has 
been used for some beautiful furniture that is still in 
use today and do not forget that this country was 
protected by the ships of the Royal Navy built of oak. 
The carvings in many of our cathedrals are in oak. 
The appearance of oak has many faces: 
• Natural or stained showing the strong grain 

pores. 
• Normal golden coloured oak or brown in colour 

due to fungal staining. 
• Quarter sawn to show those beautiful medulary 

rays. Look at the panelling in the Houses of 
Parliament. 

• The tree readily provides burrs. 
• Some boards will include "cat's paw" burrs 
• The grain pores have the advantage of providing 

the opportunity for grain filling with other media 
like lime and various colours. 

• It will take finishes from oil to polish with stunning 
results. 

• If required the grain pores can be filled, by 
personal choice, and a smooth polished surface 
gained which may make it look like plastic!!! 

Sorry, Brian, but I think our native Oak is one of the 
loveliest timbers of the Northern Hemisphere and 
because it is so good it is in short supply and 
expensive. 

Lionel Jolliffe (One of the Brains) 

Having worked up a head of steam, Lionel joins the 
Art or Craft debate: 
  During the time I was teaching in the workshops of 
King Alfred's college this subject frequently raised its 
head and usually involved what I would describe as 
unadulterated snobbery.  
  Being an ex aircraft apprentice, starting work at the 
age of 16, I was taught a craft that I am both proud of 
and thankful that I had the opportunity. That training 
has stood me well through my working life and in 
areas well away from the workshop floor. 
At College, if I used the term "craft" when referring to 
working in the workshops, I was quickly told " we do 
not do craft work here, the making is a realisation of 
the design". 
  After several run-ins with the same senior person, 
my considered reply was:- 
Would a good school teach music? - Yes 
Would that teaching include playing a musical 
instrument? - Yes 
I would then point out that learning to play required 
gaining hand-eye-brain co-ordination and personal 
discipline. The "coup de grace " was then that is 
exactly what craft work in the workshops provides for 
the student. 
  We will sometimes hear of a musician being 
described as an artist or as a master of his craft. The 
same descriptions are readily used together for all 
kinds of skills. It is my belief that the problem is that 
the words "art" and "craft" have been used 
indiscriminately for many years not forgetting the 
snob aspect. 
 I believe "craft" describes the act or skill of making 
something be it a pot, a wooden item, a painting or a 
piece of music (playing it, not writing it). "Art" is that 
perceived by the receiving person in the way that it 
pleases their senses. If it does not please the senses 
they would say it is not art. Hence the arguments 
over various exhibits in art galleries. 
A craft shop should be where someone can see the 
materials used by crafts people. 
A craft-work shop would be where someone can see 
the results of craft working (the products). Here the 
products may be functional or purely decorative but 
in either case can be artistic in their presentation. 
People are craft persons in their activities but artists 
in their products if their efforts please your senses!!! 

Lionel Jolliffe (am I still a "brain"?) 
 

Here's the "tip"from Brian Hannam that caused 
Lionel's protest in the previous column: 
If offered some oak, find something to fill the 
grain, otherwise, unless there is enough to build 
a house, you should consider burning it. "It really 
burns well" says Brian.  
 
Did I detect a mischievous twinkle in his eye as he 
gave this advice, perhaps hoping to provoke a 
reaction? Or is there truth in the rumour that as a 
baby his pram was parked under an oak tree which 
dropped acorns on his head and he has borne a 
grudge ever since? 



NOVICE/INTERMEDIATE PROJECTS 
 
June 3rd – Acorn rattle. 
Objective - To make a baby’s rattle that also requires 
some box making techniques. 
Wood. – Fruitwoods are ideal for this, so a nice bit of 
cherry will do.   
Suggested tools. – Roughing gouge, spindle gouge, 
parting tool, and small scraper. 
Turning is between centres and then with a 4-jaw 
chuck. 
Blank size. – 50mm square by 125mm long. Grain 
aligned along its length. 
Lathe speed. – About 1000 rpm or a speed you are 
comfortable with. 
Finish. – A food safe oil finish is a must if a baby is to 
use this, so paraffin oil or sunflower oil is fine. 
 
This is probably the most difficult piece tackled so far 
this year and requires a fair degree of accuracy. 
Don’t let this dissuade you; take your time and it will 
be quite straightforward. 
With the blank mounted between centres, rough to a 
cylinder. Take your parting tool and form a spigot 
each end to suit the jaws of your chuck. Now mark a 
line 75mm in from the headstock end. The portion to 
the left will form the handle and to the right, the 
acorn. Mount the blank in the chuck and part through 
on the marked line. The portion left in the chuck will 
be the handle so study the diagram before 
proceeding. Form the internal depression to a depth 
of 15mm first and then cut the recess in which the 
acorn cup will sit. Start to form the outer profile down 
as far as the handle itself. DO NOT turn the handle 
any further yet. Remove from the chuck and mount 
the other part of the blank. 
Now turn the acorn cup. First turn to a diameter that 
is just a fraction too big to sit in the cut recess in the 
handle. You can keep offering the handle to 
determine this. At the tailstock end, mark a line that 
will determine the length of the domed acorn and just 
partially form the outer profile. Remove most of the 
interior waste to the required depth with your spindle 
gouge. Remember that the grain is along the length 
so the usual method is to work from the centre of the 
blank with the flute toward you, bevel rubbing and 
pulling the gouge from centre to outer edge. You can 
finish the interior with a small domed scraper. 
Complete the outer profile and make sure the final 
diameter will snugly fit in the handle recess. The 
acorn walls should be no thicker than 3mm. Part off.  
Remount the handle in the chuck. The acorn can now 
be jammed into the recess and the rest of the domed 
end finished. Take light cuts otherwise the acorn will 
fly off. Initial tailstock support will help until just a 
small pip is left. Remove the support and finish the 
top with light cuts. Sand the acorn to 240 grit and 
then apply the oil. Now finish sanding with 320 grit. 
Sanding on oil will give a lovely finish and help to 
penetrate the oil.  
 

The acorn can now be removed. Turn the remaining 
handle profile as far as you can and sand to 240 grit. 
Remove from the chuck with just the spigot 
remaining on the end of the handle. 
With a waste block in the chuck turn a shoulder on 
which to jam the handle via its recess. The rest of the 
spigot can now be removed by taking very light cuts. 
Again, initial tailstock support will help. Sand the end 
to 240 grit, oil the handle and then finish sand with 
320 grit. Remove from the waste block.  
All that remains now is to place 5 or 6 dried beans in 
the acorn, and glue the 2 parts together. Try and 
follow the dimensions mentioned; smaller is OK but 
any larger and it becomes too cumbersome for a 
baby to hold. Best of luck. 
 

 
July 1st. – Kitchen paper towel holder. 
Objective. –  Combined spindle and faceplate work 
to produce a useful piece for the kitchen (and to keep 
in favour with the boss of the house). 
Wood. – Ash, beech, (and even oak that you haven’t 
burnt). All are suitable for this utilitarian kitchen 
piece. 
Suggested tools. Roughing gouge, spindle gouge, 
bowl gouge and parting tool. A skew could also be 
your preferred tool for the long pillar. 
Blank size.  The base is 150mm to 165mm in 
diameter by a minimum of 35mm to 40mm thick. The 
pillar or stem is 35mm to 40mm thick by 300mm 
long. 
Lathe speed. – Spindle work is a minimum of 1000 
rpm whilst the faceplate work is slower and to a 
speed with which you are comfortable e.g. 500 to 
800 rpm.  
Finish. – Sanding sealer and wax are fine. 
  
I must admit to never having made one, so this is 
new to me as well, however the principle is basic and 
one that many of us have utilised before in other 
projects. 
Many examples can be seen at craft fairs, kitchen 
shops and so on, but the big difference that stands 
out a mile is the instability of those seen in high 
street shops compared to most craft fair examples. 
Therefore the dimensions given in the prepared 
blank size are those for a good stable design. 

Continued:- 



July Project continued:- 
This is a simple piece of spindle and faceplate work 
that leaves you to embellish in any way you fancy. 
The only exacting part is the joint, which should be a 
good push fit. For finished dimensions take into 
account the height of the kitchen roll and its diameter. 
The base can be held in many ways but I shall 
describe a combination of screw chuck and 4-jaw 
chuck. 
Drill the pilot hole for your screw chuck and mount 
the blank. Turn to the required diameter with a bowl 
gouge and then slightly dish the face toward the 
centre. This ensures a base that sits flat. Now turn a 
recess to suite your chuck. Sand, seal and polish. 
Mount onto the 4-jaw and true the top face. Put any 
decoration that you fancy on the outer edge. You 
now need to drill or turn a hole in which the centre 
column will sit. A 20mm diameter hole to a depth of 
20mm is fine. Sand, seal and polish the rest of the 
base. 
Mount the column blank between centres and turn to 
a cylinder about 35mm in diameter. This can be left 
quite plain except for the top that is seen above the 
kitchen roll. Turn a nice finial at the top remembering 
that the end will have to be hand finished, off the 
lathe. At the other end the spigot can now be formed 
to fit in the hole made in the base plate. Slightly 
undercut the shoulder so that it fits flush with the top 
of the base when mounted. 

 Sand, seal and polish. Off the lathe the top of the 
finial can be finished by hand. Glue the two pieces 
together and present it with a flourish to the boss. Sit 
back, have a beer, read the paper and forget the 
washing up (I’m going to be slaughtered for this).  
 

 
 
In the next issue we will look at a shallow bowl and 
then a sugar bowl and scoop. 

 
 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
The new committee was duly elected at the AGM and 
there has been a slight re-shuffle in terms of the jobs 
allocated. Dave Foote continues as Chairman. Alan 
Sturgess continues as Treasurer though he hands 
over the role of Membership Secretary, to David 
Ackroyd. David also takes on looking after the new 
members from Steve Page. 
Another new face on the committee is Bob Hope who 
takes over as Secretary from Ian Hutchinson. Other 
roles continue as before - Ian Woodford looks after 
the novices and the project, George Gale organises 
the turn ins and distribution of the newsletter which I 
continue to edit.  
How about a few more contributions? 
It's nice to get some fresh blood on the committee 
and hopefully some fresh ideas along with it.  
Your new committee have started to discuss next 
year's programme and looking for some innovations 
whilst continuing to take account of the members' 
views and comments. 
If you have any more ideas and suggestions, please 
don't wait to be asked, let a committee member know 
what is on your mind or write to me at "Your Turn". 
Website 
 Chris West is making good progress with the 
website, an earlier version of which was on display a 
couple of meetings ago. 

 
 The time approaches when we can go live.  When a 
website address has been registered we will let you 
know and if you are on-line you may then visit it, 
leaving your Email address in the process. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome Richard Sheppard   
17 Ashley Meadows, Cupernham, Romsey  
SO51 7LT, 01794 512819. 
 
TRADING POST 
Mike Gill (a former member) is selling up and has a 
lot of equipment for sale. I can't print the whole list, 
but to give you a taste, there's a  
Coronet No 3 lathe at £500 plus lots of accessories. 
Craft Supplies precision chuck at £64 plus various 
accessories, 
DeWalt DW3501 Bandsaw  £184 
Elu EDS 163 6” Double Ended Grinder £ 59 
Lots of  gouges and chisels, mostly Sorby. 
For a complete list you can contact Mike on 01794 
323575 or Chris Davey on 023 8073 3817 
 
SIGNING OFF…….. 
That's all for another issue, folks. Good turning. 

Dave Gibbard, editor 

 


