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Cover Story

Meet your new Committee.

Desperate for more feedback from and participation by members to make
our club even better.

Hampshire Woodturners Association

The Association meets at the Railway Institute, 2 Romsey Road Eastleigh (02380
612270) on the first Monday of each month (the second if the first is a bank holiday).
The exception is our first meeting at this new venue, which will be on Monday 17
May.

Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings feature a  talk or
demonstration about a turning or related subject by a club member or an invited
guest. Several times a year we have “turn-ins” with a number of lathes being
operated by members demonstrating various techniques. There is a club shop
selling various turning sundries, and a library. The “trading post” enables members
to advertise things for sale or wanted.

Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and there is usually a
critique of selected items. There is also a monthly project for novices with the
opportunity to discuss the problems encountered and overcome. Refreshments are
served at a mid evening break when members can catch up with the latest gossip. A
raffle rounds off the evening.

Membership is £17 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new members. Potential new
members are welcome to come along and visit us without obligation or charge.

There's a Web Site too. Check it out at  www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk

Your New Committee
Chairman............................................. Roy Nailor 023 80861893
Secretary............................................. Bob Hope. 0118 9813552
Treasurer............................................. Alan Sturgess 023 80892622
Novice Projects................................... Ian Woodford 01962 854528
Membership Secretary....................... David Ackroyd 01489 784985
Turn-ins Organiser/Newsletter Distribution
   George Gale 02380 265195
Newsletter Editor................................ Dave Gibbard 02380 262660
Webmaster……………………………… Chris West 01794512718

And the address for your Newsletter contributions:
    7 Balmoral Close, Chandlers Ford, SO53 1TG
    d-m.gibbard@virgin.net
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EDITORIAL –
You had your chance but you blew it.
You voted me back in at the AGM.
I know what it was – fear.
Fear that you might have had to edit the newsletter.
I too used to worry about what I would write for the
next editorial but I have acquired a Micauber-like
attitude. Something always turns up. This time it was
the letter from America. (Take a look at the Letters.)
There was a time, long, long ago that I too made
model airplanes or aeroplanes as we would say. I
flew “combat” on control lines. 2 planes flew in the
same circle with paper streamers tied behind them.
The objective was to cut the opponent’s streamer
with your propeller. It was fast and furious with
‘planes doing up to 100 mph and their pilots not
looking where they were going. The carnage was
formidable (or awesome as the Americans say).
I had a physics teacher we dubbed Snudge after a
pompous TV character of the day. I once persuaded
him that it would be a good idea to put on a display
in the playground one open evening. He had no idea
what was involved and I had forgotten that it would
be dark. We strapped torches (flashlights) to the
‘planes and made a frightful noise in the dark (we
didn’t use silencers in those days).
Luckily nobody was hurt and I hugely enjoyed the
fuss caused by the complaints and Snudge’s
discomfort as he was ticked off by the Head. In mock
innocence I protested we were only flying our
airplanes.
With his hands grasping the lapels of his gown he
looked down his nose at me and said
“The word is aeroplane, Gibbard. Air-plane is a
childish conjunction of words that has no place in the
English language”.
“Thank you, sir. We live and learn.”
“Some of us just live, Gibbard.”
Brilliant. The man was an icon. I wonder what
became of him. They probably had him stuffed and
exhibited at the V&A.

Is there a point to all this I hear you say, or is he just
rambling again?
Well I was struck by the meaning and use of words
and in particular how Britain and America are
“nations divided by a common language”.
I remember as a young man visiting an American
customer asking a secretary for a rubber. Of course I
meant an eraser. Had I known at the time that a
rubber in America is a condom, I might have been
better prepared for the interesting reaction I got!
I look forward to getting some more examples.
Meanwhile I feel a bit peckish so I think I’ll get on the
dog and order a Ruby.

Dave Gibbard – Editor
In this issue:-

REVIEW OF EVENTS
• 5 April – AGM and Mark Baker
• AGM Chairman’s Report
• AGM Treasurer’s Report summary
• 1 to 3 May – Exhibition at Hillier Arboretum

COMING EVENTS
• 17 May – Turn-in.
• 7 June – Sorby Tools
• 5 July – Summer Social

LETTERS & E-MAILS

NOVICE PROJECTS by Ian Woodford
• 7 June – a stemmed goblet
• 5 July – a platter

BEHIND THE SCENES

NEW MEMBERS

SIGNING OFF



REVIEW OF EVENTS

5 April – AGM and Mark Baker
The 2004 AGM was our last meeting at INTECH.
Dave Foote was standing down as Chairman. He
spoke about what has been a turbulent year and his
hope that the new chairman would succeed in
encouraging more members to participate in club
activities. His report is printed in full on the next
page.
Alan Sturgess reported a healthy balance sheet
despite the higher rent at INTECH and the greater
number of visiting demonstrators at evening
meetings. Subscriptions are to be held at their
present level for the coming year. A summary of the
balance sheet and treasurer’s report are printed after
the chairman’s report.
In traditional manner, John Breslain took over for the
election of the new committee. The candidates were
unopposed and there were just 2 changes, Roy
Nailor, an active club member for almost as long as
the club has been running was elected Chaiman and
our webmaster, Chris West becomes a committee
member.
John commented that in Roy’s case it was a classic
example of tea boy to chairman in one step. We
welcome both new members of the committee.

Having raced through the proceedings in almost
record time, we moved on to our visitor for the
evening, Mark Baker. Most people know Mark these
days as the editor of “Woodturning” magazine,
perhaps forgetting his own turning abilities. He has
served an apprenticeship and was employed by
Sorby demonstrating their tools for many years
before taking up journalism. In fact he is still a very
active turner and demonstrator. He returned to
basics as he made a fairly simple bowl. His message
was just how much small differences in detail can
affect the overall appearance of a piece of work. To
illustrate this he showed how different pedestals
completely change the look of the same round
bottom bowl as shown in the pictures. Mark uses a
fingernail ground gouge on the outside and a square
ground gouge inside. He advocated cutting back the
bevel on the latter in the form of a double grind to
ensure that the part of the bevel which rubbed on the
concave inner surface was close to the cutting edge.
He followed by sheer scraping the surfaces before
sanding wet. He likes wet sanding with sunflower oil
or liquid paraffin to produce a good surface without
dust. The dust actually forms a slurry which fills the
grain. For this reason the technique should not be
used on wood with areas of very contrasting colours
since the dark areas would be tainted by pale
particles and vice versa. For sanding he used velcro
backed cloth on a battery power sander. Rather than
buying expensive sanding discs, he cuts squares
from rolls of material available from CSM in Brighton.
(We must look into that for the shop!)   

The members gallery had some nice work on display
though slightly fewer items than of late, shown below.
More pictures can be seen on the website.

The Novice project was a scoop but the entry of just
2 was most disappointing. The decline in interest in
what many regard as one of the most valuable of the
club’s activities is something for the new committee
to address.
The evening finished with the usual raffle. Mark
kindly donated a year’s subscription to Woodturning
as one of the prizes.

Don’t forget the new venue next time at the Eastleigh
Railway Institute and the later date of 17 May.

Mark baker and bowl
whose appearance is
totally altered by the foot



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
My period of service as Chairman is about to expire
and I’ll be released at last.  I feel it quite appropriate
that my last duty to the club is to give this report on
the year just gone.
  It’s been quite a turbulent year mainly due to our
eviction from the school at Kings Worthy.  This was
a real blow and has given the committee a most
unwelcome headache in trying to locate a new
venue.  I am extremely relieved to be able to stand
down from my post with the matter of venue sorted
for the foreseeable future.  Many members have
helped out in the search for a new venue and I
would like to publicly thank you all.
  My other cause for relief is that Roy has agreed to
stand as Chairman, and I trust that his nomination
will shortly be endorsed by the membership.  Most
members will be aware that one of the things I have
continually emphasised is the need for participation
from all members of the HWA.  It has been terrific to
see so many people step up and contribute over the
last couple of years, but I believe that the HWA is at
something of a crossroads.  The issue is whether
we want the HWA to be primarily an association for
the entertainment of members or alternatively to
see it as a place to share experience and learn from
others – that is to “participate”.  I am wholly
committed to the latter course as the only way for
the HWA to flourish for the benefit of all.
  As in previous years I would like to draw your
attention to the work that is done by all committee
members and all helpers who between them make
the HWA operate as well as it does.  We all benefit
from having a tremendous team on the committee
who work hard to make sure that the best is
achieved for all members.  The club is also
extremely lucky to have such a good group of
helpers across all the other activities.  I would like to
illustrate the great work that is being done by the
whole team by mentioning four individuals as
examples of the work being done on your behalf:
� Dave Gibbard produces an outstanding

newsletter that now has colour photos, is on-
line, informative and even includes his very
personal travel stories!

� Brian Barker and John Harmer have taken over
the raffle and are doing a great job of providing
the evening “flutter” that we all enjoy.

� George Gale quite simply makes the Turn Ins
happen, which is no small achievement.  You
may be unaware that he also covers the whole
logistical operation of copying and posting the
Newsletter.

� Ron Broadway represents the HWA in all of our
contact with Hilliers and also makes sure that
the committee is fully up to date with
developments on that front.

Now I’d like to mention all the helpers who will be
receiving a bottle of wine as a token of our thanks:
• Chris, Phil and Roy who do the tea
• Brian and John on the raffle

• Len and Roy who run the shop
• Harry who sets up the gallery
• Ron who is our liaison with Hilliers
• Steve for his work with Sound and Video
• Colin and Jack on the Library
• Les for supporting the club by lending his lathe
• Chris for managing the club website
  As far as turning is concerned I feel that the high point
of the year was having Bill Jones with us to do both a
workshop and a club meeting.  Bill is a man of few words
but it is easy to see why his skill is held in such high
regard.  The quality of work that I have seen around the
club during the year remains at a tremendously high
standard and is a great credit to all who have shown
their work.  Our challenge is to encourage every
member to participate rather than letting anyone be
intimidated by the high quality of work on display and
feel that they are not “good enough”.  I believe this to be
a challenge that the HWA should actively address so
that we can all learn from each other rather than
repeatedly looking to a few individuals.
  In the last year we saw the re-introduction of the club
turning competition.  Entry numbers were not high but
the display, judging and critique seemed to generate
plenty of interest.  The committee plan to run the
competition again in the coming year with more
accessible rules on each of the three stages to
encourage more members to take part.  Don’t be shy -
give it a go!
  The club web site has become an essential part of the
way we portray ourselves to the world as well as a
valuable resource to all members.  Something like 3,000
visitors have now been to the site and a steadily
increasing number of our members are taking the
Newsletter on-line.  Using the website is still an
opportunity for more of you to get the Newsletter in
colour, and keep down the HWA running costs and
consequently our subscription rates.
  Our membership has remained pretty steady again
though slightly lower than last year.  We still attract 80 or
more to club meetings, and it was great to see the Gary
Rance workshop “sold out” just recently.  The idea of
having a “pen pal” across the pond in the USA, that
Chris introduced last year, has made an encouraging
start.  To date about 10 of our members are in contact
with a like minded American.  I frequently hear visiting
demonstrators and speakers expressing surprise at the
size and popularity of the club, but let’s not be
complacent.  It is clear that interest in turning in
Hampshire remains high, albeit among a comparatively
small sector of the population.  Perhaps the new
Chairman’s charms will make a better job of attracting
more women to the HWA?
  In conclusion I would like to thank everyone who has
offered me advice and support over the last three years.
My honest reflection is that contributing to the running of
the HWA has been a pleasure for me, I hope that it
hasn’t been too painful for you.  I am happy to report that
the HWA is doing fine and I am looking forward to the
coming twelve months of development.

Dave Foote



TREASURER’S SUMMARY – Alan Sturgess

Despite some unplanned events we managed to stay
very close to the budget agreed for 2003/04
Subscription income was lower than expected at the
end of our last financial period. We had 28 members
who did not renew their membership with only 12
new members during the last year our membership
total has dropped to 136 from the 152 last year.
Secondly the temporary move to Intech added an
unexpected £150 to our hall rent.  Finally the
speakers’ costs were higher than expected but what
a good mix of guests they were.
The good news was that the Cost of producing the
‘News Letter’ reduced by over £200 totally due to the
Web Site and those who now take their copies
electronically and in full colour.
All in all a satisfying year.  The committee agreed to
hold subs at £17 for the coming year.
However I have a concern about what effect our
move to Eastleigh may have on membership. When
we analysed the geographical addresses we found
that 70% of our current members live closer to
Eastleigh than Kings Worthy.

But we have already received resignations due to the
extra distance to travel. If membership were to drop
by 15% than we would need to review membership
rates for next year.

Balance sheet summary
Income £4047.95         Expense £3891.16
Income over expense £156.79
Assets Valuation excluding equipment
Money                            £1790.72
Shop, current stock        £1266.80
Shop float                          £63.75
Library float                       £33.00
Assets at 04/04/2004    £3154.27

(Full details were presented at the AGM)

Membership renewal
Membership is now due for renewal at £17.  If you
are unable to make the May meeting and have yet to
renew please forward your fee directly  to Alan
Sturgess,  Nymph,  Stonehills,  Fawley,
Southampton,  SO45 1DU

1 to 3 May – EXHIBITION AT HILLIERS

Mixed weather for the bank holiday and visitor
numbers to the lovely Hillier Gardens and Arboretum
were also variable.

The trio representing HWA, Roy Holder, Derek
Holdaway and Brian Mitchell put on a high quality
display and sales were quite good. There was much
admiration of the craftsmanship and even some
interest from a few would be new members.
The exhibitors each donated an example of their
work to the Arboretum.

Some visitors asked whether the club organises its
own public exhibition. Maybe something for the new
committee to consider?
With all the upheaval over moving we had not
produced any new introductory leaflets but I am sure
our lads got the message across. No club banner
either, but our large banners would probably not
have been suitable. Perhaps some posters would be
easier to deploy for future events.
We’ll be back at Hilliers on 21/22 August.



COMING EVENTS

17 May – Turn-in
Note the change of date and also a new meeting
venue – the Railway Institute in Eastleigh. The date
change is for this meeting only but the new venue
has been signed up for the rest of the year.

I hope we get a good turn out for the turn-in at what
will be our new home for the rest of the year at least.
The line up will include Harry Butler, Roy Holder and
Les Thorne.
The novice project will be a box. Ian’s write-up
appeared in the previous issue of Your Turn.

It would be really encouraging to have a few more
examples this time. I know that my view of the novice
project is shared by many of the experienced
members. We found the discipline of making things
we had not attempted before extremely beneficial to
our turning. As was the expert guidance about how
to do it and discussion of where it had gone wrong.

And everybody else, don’t forget to bring something
for the gallery.

7 June – Sorby Tools
A demonstration by Chris Pouncey representing this
leading manufacturer of high quality tools and
equipment. There will be tools on sale too.
The first round of our competition will be held at this
meeting. The subject is an item featuring spindle
turning. The definition of a spindle for the purpose of
this competition is something with the grain in the
direction of the axis which is longer than its width!
The novice project is a stemmed goblet. Spindle
turning if I am not much mistaken!

5 July – Summer Social
Our traditional summer meeting is your chance just
to relax and chat with other members, swop tips and
bring and buy tools, equipment, wood etc. If you are
bringing things for sale, please drop them off and go
and park your car.
If you have any turning problems we will try to
organise some introductions to members with
appropriate expertise who can perhaps help out. It
would be even better if you could let a committee
member know in advance what you would like to
discuss.
The novice project will be a platter.

LETTERS AND EMAILS

This letter came from Dave Poynter on the subject of
relocation.
As an almost founder member I feel I must state my
grave concern on the relocation for the following
reasons:
1 Moving away from a central position in the

catchment area of membership.
2 For anyone living North, East and in some

cases West this adds some 14 miles to the trip
– i.e. 1 gallon of petrol and time.

3 The majority of members are senior citizens,
therefore not wishing to be on the road in
adverse weather conditions late at night.

4 Eastleigh is a renowned bottleneck with very
few diversions except for those with local
knowledge.

5 Members in a day job arriving home at 6.00 or
6.30 will find it hard to make it in time.

6 Current members joined with Winchester
accepted as a central meeting point.

Conclusions:
A I foresee attendance at meetings being

reduced, maybe with the exception of those with
an expert demonstrator.

B Membership diminishing having a resultant
effect on the club as a whole.

C Committee becoming disillusioned with their
efforts and time consumed by club business. No
committee no club!

Whilst I fully appreciate the sterling work carried out
by the committee members in this and other areas, I
for one feel this is not a good ideal.

Dave Poynter

If I may reply on behalf of the committee, every
member must have been aware for many months of
the need to relocate and the heroic efforts being
made to find an alternative venue in the Winchester
area. We were faced with unpalatable choices of
much higher costs, lack of parking, change of
meeting nights, unwillingness to accept mess at turn-
ins etc.
In the end we opted for the only venue we could find
to satisfy most of our criteria. We  looked at the
distribution of where our members live and
concluded that a greater number would actually be
closer to the new venue than would have to travel
further. If those who have to travel longer distances
are interested I am sure we could help promote a car
sharing scheme which would address the cost issue
and the reluctance to drive late at night alone.
On the plus side, several favourable comments have
been received, not least from members who rely on
public transport and can reach the new venue by bus
or train.

Editor



MORE LETTERS AND EMAILS

Derek Hilton of Dorset Woodturners, wrote to the
Chairman, c/o the newsletter editor:

Dear Mr. Chairman,
I write on behalf of our own Chairman to pursue a
line of discussion that I have had with Ian Woodford.
The main purpose of this letter is to formally extend
an invitation from Dorset Woodturners to arrange a
joint meeting at our recently secured premises.
Having received a copy of you March/April
newsletter, I note that you are about to elect a new
Chairman, hence my writing via the editor. I wish the
new chairman every success in office and I also wish
HWA a long and satisfactory occupation of your new
premises.
Our new premises, which are situated in St Leonards
near Ringwood, have been our venue since August
last year. The premises are much larger than our
previous meeting place and are comprehensively
equipped to provide both accommodation and
refreshment that enables us to offer hospitality to our
visitors.
We meet on the first Wednesday of each month from
7.15 until 10.00. What we have in mind is a
delegation of up to 10 of your members to join us for
an informal discussion on the activity of both clubs.
We would also suggest a non-competitive gallery of
work on display to form part of our discussion. We
currently have openings in our programme for June,
August and October.

Derek Hilton, Hon.Sec

We propose to send a “delegation” representing the
various HWA functions to Dorset’s June meeting and
look forward to returning the favour later in the year.

This “Letter from America” came via Ron Broadway

Dear Dave,
I enclose a paragraph from an e-mail I had today
from one of the Rhode Island turners. I thought you
would like to know that you are appreciated in the
USA.
“By the way, previously you gave me the address of
your website, so I've been able to see what's new
there. That is a wonderful newsletter you have. I sent
the address to the members of my model airplane
club as an example of what we, also, might be able
to do. So far I got one answer which was ‘Good idea
- are you willing to be the editor?’ "
Typical response from members of his model
airplane club.

Ron Broadway

Oh no, I feel an editorial coming on!
Editor

Following the letter in the last issue from John Davis,
David Ackroyd advises us that there’s another
stockist, W.L.West which might be of interest to our
members now that Bill has retired.

As promised I tried to send you a scanned copy of
the literature I picked up at WJT Crafts the other day
– unfortunately M/S Outlook didn’t like the scanned
copy and would not accept it – it wasn’t a very good
copy of a glossy piece of literature in any case.
The company is W.L.West & Sons Ltd of Selham,
Petworth, West Sussex GU28 0PJ.
They sell fencing panels, screens, trellises, decking
etc, but of particular interest to our members is that
they are also timber merchants. There is what they
call a smaller user and enthusiast department selling
a variety of native and imported timber.
They Are located midway between Midhurst and
Petworth just off the A272 opposite the Half Way
Bridge Inn.
You can telephone them on 01798 861611 or visit
their website www.wlwest.co.uk or e-mail
enthusiast@wlwest.co.uk

David Ackroyd

The following e-mail comes from Alan Sturgess on
the subject of the Jubilee Sailing Trust.

Many of you will remember the efforts of HWA
members to raise money for the Jubilee Sailing Trust
following a presentation by Howard McKenzie-
Wilson.  Many members made items from off cuts of
the laminated Larch used to create the ship skeleton,
which were sold to the public at their headquarters at
Woolston.  For each £1 raised the National Lottery
donated a further £1.67.

I have been in contact with Lindsey & Ned Neve.
Lindsey was President of the Trust during the
building and launch stage. Ned and Lindsey are still
very much involved with the trust. Once again they
are looking for our help. We are looking for 7 or 8
volunteers willing to take some off cuts and make 3
or 4 items each.

The off cuts are approximately 3 inches thick &
triangular shape two to three feet on the sides.
So plenty big enough for bowls or platters etc.
The finished items are required by mid September
and will go into the Trusts Southampton fund-raising
event in October 2004.

If you can help, please contact me on 023 80892622
and I will arrange to get an off cut of laminated larch
to you by mid June.

Alan Sturgess



 NOVICE PROJECTS by Ian Woodford
The past few months have seen a steady decline in
the number of entries for our monthly project and I
am a little baffled as to why. Recently we have had
difficulty in getting together as a group for a critique
and to talk about the next month’s project. This is
probably because we have had good
demonstrators and wanted our ‘full money’s worth’
from them. If this is the reason then I apologise (not
for the good demonstration) and we must try and
rectify this. On the other hand perhaps we are just
running out of steam and the interest is not there
any more. Whatever the reason PLEASE LET ME
KNOW otherwise I can see our section grinding to
a halt and being disbanded. I don’t want this and I
hope you don’t either so let us all turn the situation
around and make our section ‘buzz’ like it used to.

7 June.  Stemmed Goblet.
A couple of months ago we made a scoop. This
month’s project employs the same turning
principles, the only difference being that the stem is
thinner and maybe a little longer. If you are making
a goblet with a long stem then close-grained
hardwoods with a straight grain are essential,
otherwise the stem might break, but for this project
keep the stem fairly short.
Choose your blank, perhaps a section of yew
branch, with a diameter of about 75mm by 150mm
long. Mount between centres and rough to a
cylinder. Form a spigot on one end to suit your
chuck and then mount in the chuck bringing up the
tailstock for support. Having previously determined
the shape and depth of the cup, start to form the
outside shape but don’t take too much wood away
from the cup’s base otherwise vibrations will occur
when removing wood from inside. Remove the
tailstock and start to turn the inside using end grain
hollowing techniques. For those that are not sure of
this, it is done by using the gouge with the flute
pointing at you at about 9 to 10 o’clock. Start at the
centre and pull the gouge toward you taking very
gentle cuts. Taking deep cuts will cause vibration
so take your time and listen to the noise. You will
soon learn the difference between the tool cutting
wood as opposed to scraping it. Work your way to
the bottom of the cup following your predetermined
shape. The bottom of the cup may need to be
finished with a freshly sharpened round nosed
scraper. Sand, seal and finish with your chosen
wax.
To finish the outside profile you will need tailstock
support and this can be done by filling the cup with
kitchen paper or foam and then gently bringing up
the tailstock. Don’t apply too much pressure or you
risk breaking the stem. Now you can finish the
outside profile. Make sure it follows the inside
shape and the wall is of even thickness all the way
down.

Try to aim for a wall thickness of about 2mm. Again,
take your time and only take gentle cuts with a sharp
tool. Sand, seal and finish this section before moving
on to the stem.
The stem can now be finished in the usual spindle
turning way. Sand, seal and polish and then part off.
Clean up the base by hand or for the more
adventurous reverse chuck and clean up in the
following way. With a waste block of wood in your
chuck turn the end to a dome that fits inside the goblet.
Place some foam or kitchen paper over this and
position the cup on it. Bring up the tailstock for
GENTLE support and with a freshly sharpened gouge
turn the underside of the base to a finish except for the
small pip under the tailstock point. This is finished off
the lathe.
Take your time over the whole project and enjoy it;
there’s no rush.

5 July.     A Platter.

I realise that some of us have relatively small lathes
and that making a ‘full size’ platter would be
impossible. Don’t concern yourself over this, as it’s the
principle and technique that is more important. There
is, I believe, a fine dividing line between a dish and a
platter. Dishes are usually a little deeper in profile and
have a concave internal shape whilst a platter is
generally flat. Platters are also usually accepted as
being larger in diameter. As a guide, platters of
between 12 to 15 inches in diameter should be no
deeper than 1” to 1 1/4”. The wood must be well
seasoned else distortion will occur and for well-figured
wood, keep the design simple. Plainer woods will take
more embellishment on the rim.
So choose your blank and mount either on a faceplate
or a screw chuck, but remember to use short screws
else you’ll find holes appearing through the bottom.
Another method is to attach a waste block to the blank
and mount using this.



Always turn the underside first and also form a
recess in the base for reversing to turn the inside.
Don’t make the recess too deep as you risk going
through the bottom when turning the inside. 3mm
deep is quite adequate and safe. The bottom surface
should be very slightly concave to prevent any
rocking. When the outside is turned you can power
or hand sand depending on your equipment and
preference. If the platter is for food use then an oil
finish is usual. Once you have sanded to about 240
grit apply a liberal coating of finishing oil and let it
soak in for a few moments. Wipe off the excess and
then sand the residue in with 320 grit.  Buff this with
kitchen paper and the result will be a smooth silky
finish. Reverse turn using the recess and pay
attention to the rim first. Once this is done there is no
need to go back to it. Take out the inside and
remember to keep the bottom nice and flat by using
a straight edged scraper lightly traversing across a
couple of times. Now finish in the same way as the
outside.
The following diagram shows three popular edge
designs. Have fun.

Ian Woodford

BEHIND THE SCENES

Well, Chairman Roy survived the first meeting of the
committee last week.
There’s a lot of good things happening at the club
and our secretary, Bob, has got a very attractive
programme stretching further ahead than we have
ever planned before.
Roy is keen to add a regular “hints and tips” session
which I think most members will find useful and
entertaining. We would like to continue the outgoing
chairman’s drive to get more members participating,
not only to share the workload but also to improve
the club spirit and sense of involvement.
For starters we need volunteers to run the raffle, so
step forward you public spirited types.
I suppose the main concern is how the second
change of venue in just a few months might affect
membership. Logically most members will benefit,
but we don’t like change as we get older, do we?
The whole committee shares Ian’s concern over the
very low numbers participating (that word again) in
the novice project. The standards might be high but
we can’t believe we only have 2 or 3 novices! Or
perhaps it is those high standards that intimidate
newcomers.
If you are a relative newcomer to our craft and you
don’t participate in the project, please let us know
why. Should we change the format or the subjects or
the critiques? Speak to Ian or any other committee
member, or write to Your Turn.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome 2 new members
Malcolm Stewart from Winchester, 01962 852172
Ralph Stone from Locks Heath, 01489 573933
and the return of a former member
Paul Saban from Four Marks, 01962 772535.

Incidentally, I drove through Four Marks the other
day and a disenchanted resident had carefully
painted underneath the village sign “out of ten”. Look
I don’t live there, what do you say, Paul?

SIGNING OFF

Another year is under way for the club with the usual
challenges plus a few new ones. I think you can be
assured that whatever happens, it will not be boring.
How much enjoyment you get out of it is largely up to
you. The committee just try to create a framework of
events but it is the members who make the whole
thing work.

Don’t forget the competition. There are 2 categories
– novices and open. The first round in June is
spindle turning. To try to encourage as many people
as possible to enter, the definition has been kept
controversially broad. A spindle is anything longer in
the axis than its diameter and with the wood grain
parallel to the axis. We will accept arguments about
the definition but only from those who enter the
competition.

Dave Gibbard, Editor


