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Cover Story 
 
The entertaining and informative Allan Batty at his 
Sunday workshop for Hampshire Woodturners 
Association on  8th April. A report on the event can be 
found in the Review section. 
 
We thought we would make a cover picture a regular 
feature, and possibly more illustrations inside too. What 
do you think? Would anyone like to offer photographs, 
either prints or as computer files? Don’t forget, though, 
we  photo-copy the newsletter in black and white and 
some photographs do not reproduce well in that 
medium. 

Hampshire Woodturners Association 
 
The Association meets at the Kings Worthy Primary School on the first Monday of 
every month (the second if the first is a bank holiday). Kings Worthy is two miles 
north of Winchester and the school is at the top of Church Lane, which is opposite 
St. Mary’s church. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings feature a  talk or 
demonstration about a turning or related subject by a club member or an invited 
guest. Several times a year we have “turn-ins” with a number of lathes being 
operated by members demonstrating various techniques. There is a club shop 
selling various turning sundries, and a library. The “trading post” enables members 
to advertise things for sale or wanted.  
 
Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and there is usually a 
critique of selected items. There is also a monthly project for novices and 
intermediates with the opportunity to discuss the problems encountered and 
overcome. Refreshments are served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle and prize draw round off the evening. 
 
Membership is £15 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new members. Potential new 
members are welcome to come along and visit us without obligation or charge.  
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EDITORIAL 
 
Another AGM over and another new committee. Ron 
Broadway stood down after two years as Chairman. 
I am sure you would all like to join me in thanking 
him for his hard work for the Association.  
In his place we welcome Dave Foote as our new 
Chairman. You will recognise Dave – he is the tall 
young man with his arm twisted up his back. Dave 
was just getting into his stride as newsletter Editor 
when this golden opportunity for promotion came up 
and he declared he couldn’t do both jobs, thus 
prompting a re-shuffle.  
When the music stopped I was in the Editor’s chair. 
So hello from me, Dave Gibbard, your new 
Newsletter Editor. Carefully note the title – “Editor” – 
not “Writer”. In order to edit, I need material and that 
is where you come in, I hope. Let me have your 
contributions please – letters, articles, hints and tips, 
comments, criticism,  things you want to buy or sell, 
or give away. No reasonable literary offer refused.   
You can write to me at the address in the right hand 
column, but it would be really helpful if you could let 
me have your more prolific contributions on a disc 
(I’ll let you have it back) or even E-mail, but please 
don’t tell my boss. 
Taking my cue from the chairman, I too said I 
couldn’t do two jobs. So, reluctantly, I pass on the 
job of running the novice and intermediate project to 
our “new boy” – Ian Woodford. Of course Ian is an 
old hand, having been Chairman for a number of 
years and before that, novice project organiser. 
What goes around comes around they say. 
 

 
Dave Gibbard.   

Your New Committee 
Chairman 
  Dave Foote.   01794 523314 
Secretary 
  Ian Hutchinson  023 80267059 
Treasurer/ Membership Secretary 
   Alan Sturgess  023 80892622 
Novice/ Intermediate Projects 
   Ian Woodford  01962 854582 
New Members/Trading post 
   Steve Page  023 80252650 
Turn-ins organiser/Newsletter distribution 
   George Gale  023 80265195 
Newsletter Editor 
   Dave Gibbard 023 80262660 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
    7 Balmoral Close 
    Chandlers Ford 
    SO53 1TG 
    dgibbard@ thermomeasurement.com 
 
In this issue:- 
 
REVIEW OF EVENTS 
• The AGM, the Chairman’s report and debate 
• Allan Batty workshop 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
• Dave Reeks at the May meeting 
• June and July meetings 
• Gary Rance Workshop 
LETTERS 
NOVICE & INTERMEDIATE PROJECTS 
• A sphere (June) 
• A mirror (July) 
BEHIND THE SCENES  
NEW MEMBERS 
SIGNING OFF 
 
 
 

 
 
 



REVIEW OF EVENTS 
 

Report on AGM, 2 April 
The 12th AGM was held on 2 April. Ron Broadway 
(standing down as chairman this year) gave his 
report, which is printed below. Alan Sturgess 
delivered the report on the accounts, which showed 
the finances in a healthy state with a closing balance 
of £2014 after a turnover of £3960 during the year. 
No change was proposed to subscriptions. The 
report and proposal were accepted.  
The trophy for service to the club was awarded to 
Len Osborne this year for his work in the shop. 
“Thank you” presents of bottles of wine went to Roy 
Holder (shop), Chris Davey, Phil Hill and Roy Naylor 
(tea), Mike Hutchinson and Bob Collings (raffle), 
Dudley Backhurst (library) and Dave Frost 
(caretaker).  
John Breslain took over once again after the 
outgoing committee stood down until the new one 
was in place. Thank you, John, for your customary 
efficiency.  
Competition for committee posts was as fierce as 
ever – i.e. none at all – and the new committee were 
elected in one vote. See the editorial page.  
Following the AGM the members’ views were invited 
again on the running of the club via a debate. This is 
reported below.  
John Davis selected some items from the gallery for 
a critique and a rather long evening closed after the 
raffle and member’s draw which this month was a 
roll-over. I won’t say who would have won it had he 
been there! 
 
Chairman’s Report  
  The Association continues to prosper and the 
membership remains around 150. We continue to 
get new members, the average attendance at 
meetings is about 80 and sometimes nearer 100. 
   We are a little concerned about the numbers 
attending the Saturday workshops and in April we 
are trying to see if Sunday would be more popular. 
  Those of us who have attended these Workshops 
find them extremely interesting and helpful, there is 
always a great deal one can learn from watching and 
questioning the expert demonstrators. 
  The video camera and monitor have been very 
useful on demonstration evenings, and now that we 
have acquired a Radio microphone some of the 
problems with acoustics have been solved. 
  We are now holding a Gallery of member’s work 
each month with a critique and this is being modified 
in an ongoing manner with member’s suggestions. I 
would like to see many more members including 
novices putting their work on the table. 
  The novice tasks have attracted a fairly good 
support but we would like to see more entries from 
new members. We are very grateful to Dave Gibbard 
for all that he does to encourage and help 
inexperienced turners, and also for the setting up of 
an intermediate section. 

 
  I would like to pay sincere tribute to all members of 
the Committee, who work so harmoniously together 
and with great good humour. Apart from the 
committee there are all the other members who 
deserve our thanks and recognition, for running the 
library, the shop, the raffle and the tea and coffee, all 
of whom help to make the Association a success. 
  Following last years AGM we had a very useful 
debate. We asked for feedback from the membership  
which was constructive and gave the Committee 
some useful information about  the views of members 
for future events. So we will be having another 
debate following this meeting. 
   After last years debate we implemented many of 
the suggestions from Members. 
Turn- ins  
A] Seating around the lathes.  This had a mixed 
reception, we are now trying a new scheme with the 
lathes in the centre of the room and viewers on the 
outside. 
B] We have set up a demonstration lathe where 
members can ask demonstrators how to overcome 
problems they are having. 
C] We have included sharpening of tools as an item. 
Novices 
  We have endeavoured to give more time for the 
critique and instituted an intermediate section. 
Competitions and Galleries 
 This provoked a lot of discussion. By and large the 
membership was not in favour of competitions but did 
like an in depth critique of at least a selection of the 
work on a monthly basis. This we have tried to 
implement but needs more planning as often time is 
short. 
Outside Demonstrators at evening meetings. 
 The main problem is that few experts are willing to 
come for an evening, it means giving up at least one 
days work, so they require a large fee to compensate 
them for loss of earnings plus their course fees etc, 
Nevertheless we did manage to get Ray Jones and 
Jerry Collett on two Monday evening meetings, and 
are planning to have more professional turners in the 
Coming year. 
Bring and Buy Sales 
  We are grateful to Steve Page for setting up the 
Trading Post. 
Public Address System 
  A system has been purchased and is in regular use. 
  
  I am standing down as your Chairman and would 
like to take this opportunity of thanking all the 
Committee and all the other helpers for their 
marvellous help throughout my term of office. They 
have made my two years very enjoyable, and I wish 
my successor an equally happy time. 

Ron Broadway 
 
 
 

 



REVIEW OF EVENTS – Continued 
 

Member’s Debate 
Last year’s debate featured in the Chairman’s report. 
This year the exercise was repeated to try to get the 
views of the members about how progress is viewed 
and whether there are any new directions to take. 
Turn-ins. There was a desire to try chairs round the 
lathes again at turn-ins, possibly only 2 rows though 
to allow those standing behind to see. A floor plan 
available to those arriving early would allow them to 
make a start with setting up.  
Novice and Intermediate project. The addition 
of the intermediate category was generally 
welcomed and should be continued. Those 
participating liked the critique.  
Galleries. These were liked as was the critique for 
which more time should be found even if it could not 
be done at every meeting.  
Outside presenters. Another popular feature. We 
were reminded that the members voted in favour of 
paying a supplementary charge for an evening 
meeting with a guest presenter and this view was re-
affirmed. (In fact we have had a number of guest 
presenters and have more coming without, as yet, 
having to make such a charge).  
There was some debate about difficulty of seeing the 
action. Better use of the camera might be possible 
and perhaps resurrection of the mirror. 
There were contradicting views as to whether the 
talent within the club had been exhausted forcing us 
to call in more and more people from outside or 
whether we still had a rich pool of expertise to dip 
into. 
Interesting – how about some letters on the subject?  

 
Trading post. Generally well received and being 
used. 
P.A. This has made a big impact on overcoming the 
problems with the acoustics. 
 
Allan Batty Workshop, 8 April 
The 20 members who came to the workshop were 
treated to a display of mastery of the techniques of 
woodturning stemming from a served apprenticeship 
and a lifetime’s experience. Not only that, but Allan 
was able to explain what he was doing and why, in a 
style that was relaxed and amusing. The day was 
crammed with tips.  
He demonstrated how to handle end grain in boxes 
with a scraper fashioned from a French bedan tool 
(like a beading tool but with sloping sides). He then 
went on to revive the dying art of thread chasing 
whilst eulogising about the qualities of English box 
wood. He showed the traditional way of making a 
perfect sphere that was used for billiard ball 
manufacture. I managed to scrounge his ball and the 
cup chuck, which held it. These will be of interest to 
those wishing to have a go at the June project. 
He then made a square bowl and rounded off the day 
with an off centre turned cabrio leg. 
If you were not there and you get the chance to see 
him on another occasion, don’t miss it. He made me 
realise how much I still have to learn and probably 
never will. 
 

Editor 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Evening Meeting on Monday 14 May 
This was already written up in last month’s 
newsletter. Just a reminder in case this reaches you 
before the meeting. You have asked for outside 
presenters and here is another, Dave Reeks, so 
come along and enjoy the evening. 
 
Evening Meeting on Monday 4 June 
Another of those ever popular turn-ins. As requested 
we will be trying the chairs around the lathes again. 
Some people have grumbled about the same people 
demonstrating at the turn ins. Just as well they do or 
we’d have nobody, but you are welcome to volunteer 
to George Gale before he taps you on the shoulder.  
Also at the meeting will be a member’s gallery, with a 
critique on a few selected items. 
The project for novices and intermediates will be a 
sphere. 

Evening Meeting on Monday 2 July  
This will be our annual summer social evening. 
Remember summer? I know it’s difficult, but we live 
in hopes. There will be a little light refreshment and a 
chance to mingle and chat. The evening will feature a 
short talk by Mike Hutchinson about Tools For Self 
Reliance. (see the letters page).  
As usual there will be a member’s gallery. 
The project for novices and intermediates this month 
is a mirror.  
Workshop with Gary Rance, 
 Saturday June 30 
This should be another great day’s instructive 
entertainment for the usual very modest outlay. A 
display of skill and speed from a famous 
professional. Gary’s programme will include a 
beehive box, candle holder, “tricky stick II”, needle 
case, bowl, spinning top and letter opener. He will 
also do requests! I wonder if he knows the Lambeth 
Walk? Come along to Badger Farm prepared to be 
impressed but don’t blink or you’ll miss something! 

 



LETTERS 
 
From Lionel Jolliffe: 
 
Dear Dave, 
  Further to our chat, whilst I do not wish to push 
anyone into giving a talk, I did mention a Tools for 
Self Reliance presentation to Mike Hutchinson. I also 
gave him a box of old tools from a deceased relative. 
  The details I am interested to know are as follows:- 
1. How many branches are there around the 

country and where? 
2. What is the typical size of a branch? 
3. How often do they meet? 
4. What do they do at their meetings? 
5. What trades do they try to supply in third world 

countries? 
6. How do they supply the tool “kits”? 
7. Which countries do they supply? 
8. Does anyone go to those countries to 

demonstrate how the tools should be used and 
maintained? 

9. Which tools are most required? 
10.  What happens to old and valuable tools? Are 

they sent out or sold? 
11.  If valuable tools are sold, how does this happen? 
12.  Are the branches looking for volunteers? 
13.  How are the branches run? 
14.  How is the national charity set up and run? 
15.  What can we, as a woodturning association, do 

to help? I remember turning handles for them 
some time ago. 

16.  Where are the branches in S.E.Hants and 
W.Sussex? 

17.  Could a speaker bring some examples of tools as 
received and after repair? 

18.  HWA members may wish to help but to work at 
home. Could a TFSR representative bring tools 
to HWA meetings? 

19.  Could TFSR put a notice on our board for any 
requirements they have, e.g. specialist tool 
repairs, handles, metalwork? 

20.  Do they have surplus tools for sale? I remember 
Phil Kennedy bringing in axe heads once. 

 I think the above is a good cross section of 20 
questions and a talk could last a long time, fielding 
many other questions and points of interest to HWA 
members and be of benefit to the receivers  of tools 
in other countries. 
 
A number of others had mentioned an interest in this 
subject, so we asked Mike Hutchinson if he would 
like to speak. He agreed and will be talking to us on 
the subject at the July meeting.  – Ed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Stephen Beale: 
Dear Editor, 
At the end of June 2001, my wife is going to do a 
walk around the Isle of Wight, a total of 70 miles, 
over a period of 5-7 days, this she is doing to raise 
money for two causes. First of all a local blind group 
in Southampton called Shearwater Care Group, for 
which she does voluntary work and the second is to 
raise funds for “Gwalior Children’s Hospital” in India 
where they had the recent earthquake.  
I was wondering if any members would be willing to 
sponsor her, I would be most grateful and they can 
contact me at the address or the telephone number 
supplied. 
 
Steve can be reached at 60 Mon Crescent, Bitterne, 
Southampton, SO18 5QU,  023 80465019 
 
From Roger Jenman, Syd’s “No. 1 son” 
Dear Dave, 
  Thank you for your letter and cheque and for all 
your time and effort which is much appreciated. 
  Please pass on my thanks to Association members 
as well for their support. I am sure everything went to 
a good home. 
 
The tools which were left unsold are being donated 
to Tools for Self Reliance.   Ed. 
 
And from me to the Novices and Intermediates 
who have taught me so much! 
Dear all, 
  It is with sadness that I pass on the monthly project, 
though I know Ian will look after you admirably. When 
I first took on the job, I was rather nervous. I suppose 
I thought I didn’t know enough, but it was pointed out 
that I only had to know more than the novices!  I 
hope you have learned something, not only from me 
but from each other. I have certainly learned from 
you. I have had to really think about the techniques. 
It is one thing to be able to do something, it is quite 
another to be able to explain it. Questions beginning 
with “how” are often difficult enough, but they are 
usually followed by even more difficult ones 
beginning “why”. 
  Most of us don’t stop learning which is why I was 
keen to keep the intermediates on board by 
extending the scope of the project.  
  I am reminded of a story about learning, from my 
school days. I was in the physics lab when I knocked 
some apparatus off the bench. When the cheering 
subsided you could cut the silence with a knife as the 
master slowly approached, hands on his gown collar. 
He looked at the debris and then at me in that 
superior way old schoolmasters have perfected. 
“Gibbard” he said” I think you have re-discovered the 
law of gravity”. “Really?” I blurted out “You live and 
learn!” “Some of us just live, Gibbard” he replied 
“some of us just live”. 
I like to think us woodturners are not in that category, 
we live and learn. 
  Enjoy your turning projects with Ian. 
 



NOVICE/INTERMEDIATE PROJECTS 
 
Ian Woodford will be taking over the project. He is, of 
course, not only an experienced turner but has run 
the project before.  I expect you will appreciate Ian’s 
style and advice and that Ian will enjoy running the 
project again. As I had already prepared this write-up, 
however, here it is: 
 
4 June 2001 – A Sphere 
A sphere is supposed to have a circular profile 
whichever way you look at it. A good test is to roll it 
on a flat surface and see if it goes straight.  
I originally wrote this before I went to the Allan Batty 
workshop. I was pleased that he described a similar 
method, but I have to admit his had some 
advantages, so I’ll describe it his way for a 3” sphere. 
The method involves turning a cylinder between 
centres, say 3" diameter and about 3 2 " long.  
Then start to turn over the ends to form a roughly 
ellipsoid shape.  
Now make a cup from a piece of softer wood with an 
inside diameter just less than the outer diameter of 
the sphere.  
Pop the ellipsoid into the cup on the same axis, 
where it will jam. Turn the exposed end closer to a 
hemisphere but not all the way. You might find a 
template helps. 
Pull it out, reverse it and do the same to the other 
end. Now you have a slightly elongated sphere.  
Pull it out again, turn it so that the axis is at right 
angles to that of the lathe and pop it back in the cup 
chuck.  
Allan then used the point of a skew to cut gently 
through the high spots to give a guide to how much 
wood to remove.  
Now turn it to the same diameter as before (3") at 
which point the skew groove will have just 
disappeared. You will have something approaching a 
sphere. Work your way to the exposed end and as 
you go, take the high spots off. Do not keep turning 
once the gouge is touching all the way round, or you 
will have another, smaller, ellipsoid. 
Now turn it round and do the same to the other side. 
You can now sand it, re-positioning the sphere on a 
number of axes, say at 45o from the others, sanding 
on each.  
 
Of course the trick is to turn circles on each axis to 
the same diameter. If you are over enthusiastic your 
sphere will get progressively smaller and finally 
disappear altogether!   
 
Well, roll on June. Remember - Ian will expect a lot of 
balls. 
 

2 July - A mirror. 
I made a mirror once, out of cherry. Lovely job it was, 
though I say so myself. Nice stand and a knuckle 
joint to allow it to swivel. The trouble was I had made 
the mirror holder a close fit and, being wood, 
particularly fruit wood, it distorted. The mirror became 
jammed and moved too. I suppose I was lucky the 
mirror bent and did not break. The lady that bought it 
was sure it was a magnifying mirror and I did not 
have the heart to tell her otherwise. Well, she was 
happy.  
 
I will describe how to make a hand mirror with a 
handle, though if you feel like making something 
more complicated on a stand, feel free... 
 
First buy your mirror. They are not expensive and I 
think the extra cost of a bevelled edge is worth it 
since they look more classy even if the useful mirror 
area is less. 
Choose your wood - well seasoned to minimise the 
distorting effect! 
Turn a disc an inch or two bigger than the mirror. If 
you don=t want to waste wood, you can glue the disc 
on a scrap stub and hold this in a chuck or faceplate. 
Turn the mirror side first, with a recess at least a 
couple of mm bigger than the mirror diameter. 
Cut a shallow dovetail in the recess for your chuck. 
This will be covered by the mirror. 
Reverse, using the dovetail to hold the disc and finish 
the back, turning off the scrap stub in the process. 
You can sand and finish at this stage. 
Remove from the lathe and drill a hole in the rim for 
the handle. 
Now turn a spindle between centres for the handle, 
with a spigot on one end to be a tight fit in the hole in 
the rim. 
Sand and finish. Part off and finish the end by hand. 
Glue the handle to the disc and fix the mirror in 
position. The best thing for this is a few of those 
flexible double sided Αsticky fixers≅. They will hold 
the mirror well enough yet allow a small amount of 
movement. 
 
And in July we will see whose mirror is the fairest of 
them all. 

Dave Gibbard 

 



 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
- Notes from the Committee 
 
   We were in agreement about how good the Allan 
Batty workshop was. Pity only 20 turned up. We tried 
Sunday rather than Saturday in response to a 
number of requests from people who said Saturday 
was difficult, but still the same people come. Is it that 
members don’t know who these turners are or are 
they just too busy at weekends?  We will try more 
pointed “trailers” at meetings and in the Newsletter to 
advertise the workshops. Time for another 
questionnaire perhaps? 
   The June turn-in is coming up. We will prepare a 
layout plan in advance and try seating again as  
members say they prefer it. We will try a better layout 
with more room to move. How do we get more people 
to participate? Some of our best demonstrators 
needed a push in the first place so we’ll have to think 
of ways of coaxing some new ones over their initial 
shyness. Perhaps shared demonstrations would help, 
like the one we did some time ago on hollowing tools 
by Dave Gibbard and Ian Hutchinson? 
   We intend to try to renew contacts with 
neighbouring clubs. We already have many mutual 
members in Test Valley and Forest of Bere but what 
about Christchurch, Dorset and Surrey? We had 
some very interesting exchange visits a couple of 
years ago. Maybe we could have a reciprocal 
arrangement at turn-ins to get some fresh faces.  
   We need a tighter control of the time schedule for 
evening meetings. We only have a couple of hours 
and too many things to be done in series. For 
evenings when we have guest presenters we should 
perhaps re-organise events to make the most of the 
guest’s contribution, perhaps dropping one of the 
regular features to do so. The novice critique usually 
gets rather squeezed by the tea break. We should try 
an express queue for those interested to allow the 
critique to start 5 minutes into the break. 
   Ron Broadway will carry on with the Hilliers project. 
He is trying to arrange a pick up date on a Saturday 
for the wood. Thanks Ron. 
  We will have to look at the items stocked by the 
shop. We sell a lot of sandpaper and glue but some 
things are very slow moving. Perhaps members 
would like to tell us what they would like stocked? 
  The raffle continues to be popular and the quality of 
the prizes has improved but we could do with selling 
some more tickets. Often people haven’t got round to 
buying them by the time the draw takes place. We 
had great success when Monty used to walk round 
selling tickets. Perhaps we could get a volunteer to 
do that?  
  Having had a couple of close shaves with guest 
speakers not being able to make it at the last minute, 
we need a contingency plan. Phil Kennedy used to 
have a quiz up his sleeve. Still got it Phil? Perhaps 
we could resurrect that, or something else? We will 
put some action in hand.    

 
 
 
NEW MEMBER 
 
We welcome another new member, on the road to 
enjoyable turning : 
 
Bob Hope 
Thornton House, Brimpton Common, Reading,  
Tel. 0118 981 3552 
 
 
 
SIGNING OFF…….. 
 
Subscriptions 
 
There are still quite a few members who have 
not yet paid their subscription for the new year. 
Allan Sturgess would be delighted to receive 
your money at the next meeting, or you could 
post a cheque to him payable to Hampshire 
Woodturners Association at: 
  

53 Crawte Ave. 
Holbury 
Southampton 
SO45 2GQ 

 
No increase for the fifth year running – just £15.  
 
 
Finally 
 
I hope you have enjoyed my first effort at 
producing the newsletter. Please let me know 
either way. I can take it.  
 
You can make it even better by contributing.  
Don’t forget, it’s Your Turn.  
 

Editor 
 
 
 

 


