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Cover Story 
 
The joyful Tobias Kaye at the September meeting.  
See the story in the Review of Events 

Hampshire Woodturners Association 
 
The Association meets at the Kings Worthy Primary School on the first Monday of 
every month (the second if the first is a bank holiday). Kings Worthy is two miles 
north of Winchester and the school is at the top of Church Lane, which is opposite 
St. Mary’s church. 
 
Meetings start at 7.30 and finish around 10.00. Most meetings feature a  talk or 
demonstration about a turning or related subject by a club member or an invited 
guest. Several times a year we have “turn-ins” with a number of lathes being 
operated by members demonstrating various techniques. There is a club shop 
selling various turning sundries, and a library. The “trading post” enables members 
to advertise things for sale or wanted.  
 
Every month members are invited to bring work for the gallery and there is usually a 
critique of selected items. There is also a monthly project for novices and 
intermediates with the opportunity to discuss the problems encountered and 
overcome. Refreshments are served at a mid evening break when members can 
catch up with the latest gossip. A raffle and prize draw round off the evening. 
 
Membership is £17 per year with a joining fee of £5 for new members. Potential new 
members are welcome to come along and visit us without obligation or charge.  
 
There's a Web Site too. Check it out at  www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk 

Your Committee 
Chairman.............................................Dave Foote.   01794 523314 
Secretary.............................................Bob Hope. 0118 9813552 
Treasurer.............................................Alan Sturgess 023 80892622 
Novice Projects................................... Ian Woodford 01962 854528 
Membership Secretary.......................  David Ackroyd 01489 784985 
Turn-ins Organiser/Newsletter Distribution 
         George Gale 02380 265195 
Newsletter Editor................................ Dave Gibbard 02380 262660 
 
And the address for your Newsletter contributions: 
    d-m.gibbard@virgin.net  
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EDITORIAL – Turner’s block 
It can’t be that time again. Another publication 
deadline looms and I’m sitting here in front of the 
high tech equivalent of a blank sheet of paper.  
What am I worried about? It’s the editorial so I can 
write what I like. Well, within the bounds of decency 
and the laws of libel. I could do more of that Greek 
stuff, I’ve got plenty of that. Perhaps not, it’s a bit 
soon and I don’t know that I could stand it, let alone 
the readers. I know, I could write about woodturning, 
that would be novel! 
 
Most woodturners these days probably took up the 
craft as a hobby, a distraction, a leisure activity, an 
outlet for frustrated creative urges. That’s how I 
started anyway. I’d always liked making things and 
liked the look and feel of wood. After a couple of 
day’s tuition with Chris Child, I found I could do it 
after a fashion and I was hooked. Friends and family 
were impressed by my efforts and I thought I’d 
cracked it. Of course things often went wrong. Tools 
seemed to have minds of their own and would take 
over. I had a shape in mind but somehow the thing 
on the lathe never quite looked like my mind’s view. 
Often passable but not quite what I intended. 
 
Is this sounding familiar? Yes, you’re not alone. 
 
Then I encountered turners of the old school. People 
like Alan Batty and Bill Jones. The tools seemed to 
be part of them. They were so quick and they didn’t 
seem to have to think about how to hold the tool, 
where to apply it, how fast to move it.  
The reason is first thinking about how the cutting is 
working and then lots of practice. Apprenticeships in 
any trade are long, intensive, repetitive and boring 
which is why us latter day woodturners don’t practice 
in the way apprentices were forced to. The result of 
repetition is that the brain becomes trained to do 
things without the intervention of conscious thought. 
If you have to think about the mechanics of the task, 
you become slow, hesitant and error prone.  

The same happens in many physical activities. Once 
a golfer, for example, starts to worry about his swing, 
things go from bad to worse. 
So the next time someone asks me for fifty turned 
items, a thing I vowed I would never contemplate, I 
will count to ten then relax, put on some music and 
let my subconscious take over. I will “do my time” in 
the knowledge that my turning will be all the better for 
it. 
 
There, that didn’t hurt too much did it? 

 
Dave Gibbard – Editor 
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REVIEW OF EVENTS 
 

4 August – Turn-in 
It was an exceptionally warm evening for our 
summer turn in. A lot of members were on holiday 
but we still had a good crowd to see Jon Harmer 
turning candle snuffers, John Davis goblets and Les 
Thorne table lamps. Thank you gents. I always learn 
something at these sessions. This time it was how to 
fake ebony. The modest number of items on show in 
the gallery was put in the shade by the impressive 
display of pot pourri bowls from the novices.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 September – Tobias Kaye 
A very big audience came in eager anticipation of 
Tobias Kaye’s presentation. See the front cover 
picture. I watched and listened, fascinated by the 
thought that went into what was actually happening 
as tools cut wood. He stressed the importance of the 
shape of the grind and the angle the tools should be 
held and what happens otherwise. 
The underlying philosophy was that turning should be 
a joyful experience with the wood co-operating all the 
way rather than a battle to force it into submission. I 
rather liked the assertion that something about the 
finished article somehow spoke about the manner of 
its creation. 
The evening flew by and there was little time for other 
things. That was a pity in a way since the members’ 
gallery impressed by its quality as well as quantity on 
this occasion, a fact that Toby remarked on. 
In spite of the busy evening many of us found time to 
look at not only the gallery but also the fine display of 
table lamps from the novices. 
A memorable evening made all the more so by the 
car refusing to start afterwards!   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Items on display in 
the members’ 
gallery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This miniature 
masterpiece needed a 
close up. That’s my finger 
in the corner for scale!  
Sorry, I don’t know who 
made it, though I could 
hazard a guess. Would 
someone like to own up 
and I’ll give credit next 
time? 

 
 

 
 

Pot Pourri 
bowls from 
the novices 
 
 
 

The turners-in –  
Jon Harmer, 

 Les Thorne  
and John Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
6 October – Martin Turner 
Our visitor tonight will be Martin Turner who will be 
presenting his views of Design and Creativity in 
Wood Art. Such topics are always stimulating and 
often contentious so come along and join in. 
The novice project will be a cheese board and knife.  
 
13/14 September – International Oak 
Society Conference 
The work of several of our members was spotted by 
the Oak society at the Hillier Arboretum event last 
year and we were invited to put on a display of items 
made from oak at their annual conference, to be held 
this year at King Alfred’s college, Winchester.  It will 
be quite a challenge to face such experts who know 
far more about the origins of our raw materials than 
most of us ever will. This event is not open to the 
public, but I’ll let you know how it goes.  
 
29/30 November – Hillier Arboretum 
exhibition 
Just a reminder that the Hillier event will be in the 
new visitor centre this year and will take place on 
29/30 November at the Gardens in Ampfield, 
Romsey.  An invitation was made in the March issue 
of Your Turn and our organiser, Ron Broadway, has 
filled the quota of exhibitors. However, this event is 
open to the public and you are welcome to come 
along.  

3 November – Chris West  
It’s hats off to our own Chris West who follows up his 
“Travellers’ Tales” article last September with a 
demonstration of making wooden hats. 
 
You might even 
get a chance to 
try Chris’s hat 
like George 
Gale did. 
 
The novice 
project is a 
spinning top.  
It will be the last 
project of the 
year since there 
is not one at the 
December 
meeting. 
 
 
 
And Don’t Forget the final round of the Hampshire 
Woodturner of the Year competition.  
Its not settled yet folks so come and show what you 
can do with items featuring both faceplate and 
spindle turning. Anyone can enter – either the open 
or novice class. 
   

 
 

WHO SAID THAT? – By Ron Broadway 
Here are some quotations that may sound familiar. 
But do you know who said them? Match the 
quotations to the people. Answers on last page. 
1) I once had a rose named after me and I was 

very flattered. But I was not pleased to read 
the description in the catalogue: "no good in a 
bed, but fine up against a wall".  

2) Last week I stated this woman was the ugliest 
woman I had ever seen. I have since been 
visited by her sister and now wish to withdraw 
that statement.  

3) The secret of a good sermon is to have a good 
 beginning and a good ending and having the 
two as close together as possible. 

4) Santa Claus has the right idea -- visit people 
 only once a year. 

5) My wife is a sex object – every time I ask for 
 sex, she objects. 

6) By all means marry: If you get a good wife, 
 you'll become happy; if you get a bad one, 
you'll become a philosopher. 

7) When the balls are full the mind is empty. 
8) I was married by a judge. I should have asked 

 for a jury.  
9) Some people don’t eat meat. They’re 

vegetarians. Some of them take it to 
extremes. I think they’re called vagrants. 

10) Whatever women do they must do twice as 
well as men to be thought half as good. 
Luckily, this is not difficult. 

a) Socrates, b) Eleanor Roosevelt, c) Victor Borge, 
d) Mark Twain, e) Cynthia Payne, f) The editor’s 
mum, g) George Burns, h) Charlotte Whitton,  
i)  Les Dawson, j) Groucho Marx 
 

I must confess I slipped a couple in here Ron, -Editor  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT THE BUTLER SAW 
 
 
 

WEBSITE UPDATE – FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
 
August was the first anniversary for the website. We have now had our 1,600th visitor to our 
site, giving an average of 133 ‘hits’ a month since the site’s inception in August 2002. 
 
Every time I write the update for the newsletter I keep harping on about asking you to send 
me details of any interesting links you have found when trawling the web. This time is no 
exception. When you pass on details of club sites I then contact their Webmaster and 
request that a link to our site is added. These additional links help to expose our site to 
people worldwide. We have a club to be proud of lets blow our trumpet! 
 
For the benefit of the members enjoying their holidays in August I would like to reiterate what 
was mentioned at the last meeting. Those of you who have access to the Internet have 
the opportunity to receive their copy of Your Turn in full-colour by downloading it.  
 
A service I will be offering is, to send an email to all members informing them that the latest 
Your Turn has been uploaded onto the Website.  
I’m sure the Editor and George won’t mind me saying so, but this is the quickest way to 
receive your copy, remember full-colour! An additional benefit to the club and members is 
that it saves photocopying and p&p money thus helping to keep our subscription charges 
low! 
 
Remember our website address is  www.hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk 
And you can Email me, I am webmaster@hants-woodturners-hwa.co.uk   

 - Chris West
 

Alan Butler seems to be taking his 
woodturning to a new dimension. Not 
only will this saw cut enormous bowl 
blanks but it runs by burning scrap 
wood. Not sure what the neighbours 
will say though, Alan.  
 



 
 

MONTHLY PROJECTS by Ian Woodford 
 
October - Cheese board and knife. 
 
There can be many variations on a theme with this 
project but we will look at three basic designs and 
I’ll leave it entirely up to you, which one you make. 
The first is a basic board whilst the other two 
require a tile. There are two important points to 
consider which, if ignored, could ruin the end result. 
 
1.   Make sure the timber is well seasoned or if in 
doubt, rough turn first and leave to settle before 
finishing. 
2.   Use a flexible adhesive such as bathroom and 
kitchen sealant to glue the tile otherwise any 
movement in the wood could result in a broken tile. 
 
The three designs are shown opposite in profile. 
The first two require a blank approximately 10 
inches in diameter by about 1¼ inches thick whilst 
the third is 12 by 2 inches. The tiles are 6 and 8 
inches respectfully. Sycamore, ash or beech are 
very suitable for these boards. 
The first design is a simple board and sycamore is 
a good wood for this. Attach the blank to a glue 
chuck, sturdy screw chuck or face plate and true up 
what will be the underside. Make a recess to suit 
your chuck and sand to a finish. Apply a food safe 
oil. Once the oil has been allowed to soak in for a 
few minutes, sand it in with 320 grit and then buff it 
with kitchen paper. Reverse onto your chuck and 
true the edge. Now true the face and then apply a 
simple edge design. Sand in the same manner as 
before and allow the oil to dry. A further application 
of oil the following day will finish it nicely. 
The second board is made in the same way except 
that a recess is cut to allow the insertion of an 8 
inch tile. Cut his recess so that the tile just sits 
above the board’s surface and also with a very 
slight gap around the edge. Don’t oil the area to 
which the tile is fixed otherwise poor adhesion will 
result. Glue in the tile with flexible adhesive. 
The third board is again made in the same way 
except that a recess is cut around a 6 inch tile so 
that biscuits can displayed with the cheese. 
 
Cheese knife blades can be bought from the usual 
sources and require a simple wooden handle in 
which to glue it. This is made from a piece of timber 
about 6 inches long by 1inch square. The first job is 
to drill a hole into one end to take the blade’s tang. 
Make the hole the same diameter as the tang but 
slightly longer. Drilling on the lathe is probably the 
easiest to control as you don’t want the drill bit to 
wander off line. Mark the centre of each end  

 
With the drill bit held in a Jacob’s chuck mounted 
in the headstock bring up the tailstock. 
Place the blank between the bit and revolving 
centre and holding the blank firmly, switch on the 
lathe at a fairly low speed. Drill to the appropriate 
depth by turning the tailstock hand wheel.  
 
Mount the blank between centres with the drilled 
end supported by the revolving centre.  
Turn the handle and finish with oil in the same way 
as the board. Glue in the blade and you now have 
a gift that will grace any dining room table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November -  Spinning top. 
  
This can be made very quickly and is a bit of fun to 
end the year. Simple between centre turning and 
let your mind run free on design and the application 
of colour. Perhaps the only consideration is the 
centre of gravity and the resulting affect on 
balance. Come prepared to demonstrate your 
efforts. 
 

Ian Woodford 

                        
 

 



 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
 
Next year’s programme is almost settled and details 
will be published next time. I don’t think you’ll be 
disappointed. Once again we have included a 
number of visiting demonstrators and speakers, 
which you, the members, have indicated you enjoy.  
 
However, we continue to have the same difficulty 
over getting our own members to participate. I know it 
can be daunting to stand up and speak or 
demonstrate in front of an audience, but we have 150 
members and a good proportion have excellent 
technical skill and quite a few seem to have 
something to say but few contribute.  
 
Look at the turn-ins for example. George spends 
hours twisting arms to get demonstrators. Someone 
was overheard complaining at the August meeting 
that it is the same people who demonstrate at turn-
ins. Well, just be glad they do or there wouldn’t be 
any turn-ins. There is an answer –  volunteer 
yourself. George would be very happy to hear from 
you.  
 
Then there’s the competition. The entries have been 
pathetically few, particularly in the open class. 
Perhaps the very size of the club is the problem. 
Would people be more inclined to contribute if the 
atmosphere were more intimate? Or maybe the 
average member simply wants to pay his subs and 
be entertained. The attendance at meetings with big 
name presenters suggests this might be the case. 
September’s meeting with Tobias Kaye is an 
example. Should we just sign up visitors to each 
meeting and if necessary charge an entrance fee to 
cover the cost? 
 
How about some feedback in the shape of letters to 
Your Turn? After all, that’s another area where we 
rely on the same handful of contributors so a few 
letters would be welcome.  
 
NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome 2 new members at the time of writing: 
Ted Pomeroy of Cadnam, 023 80812220  
Colin Spencer of Cove, Guildford 01252 517391 
(email) colinsp@freeuk.co.uk  
I see you have an Email address, Colin. Have you 
visited our website and can we put you on the list of 
those who will download their newsletters? Let me or 
Chris West know, will you? 
 

 
TRADING POST 
 
FOR SALE 
Due to the death of Richard Musselwhite the 
following equipment is for sale. 
Tyme Cub 36” with metal stand. Precision chuck 
with 5 sets of jaws, 6” faceplate, 18 turning tools. 
Inca bandsaw Euro 260. Multico scroll saw. 
Vax dust extractor. Pureline head mask. Draper 
bench grinder. 
Contact Ian Woodford 01962 854528. 
 
Multistar Duplex chuck with A and B jaws, £12.50 
each set. Contact Brian Mitchell, 01420 85402. 
 
SIGNING OFF…….. 
 
Sorry about the relatively slim newsletter, there was 
a distinct lack of contributions which prompted a lot 
of arm twisting by me of the “regulars”.  
 
Thank you to those who responded.  
 
I know it has been summer and people have been 
away but some of you must have done something 
worth writing about. Shows that you visited, galleries 
that you stumbled across for instance. Or if you spent 
your holiday in the workshop, some interesting thing 
that you have made that you are just bursting to tell 
us about…… 
 

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
 
 
 

Quotation answers 
 
1b, 2d, 3g, 4c, 5i, 6a, 7e, 8j, 9f, 10h 

 


