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Editorial 
 
It is good to see Chris West back at the Club after 
major surgery. Welcome back Chris and we hope 
you continue to get better. 
Sadly we are unlikely to see Maurice Attwood back 
with us as he has suffered a stroke and is confined to 
a wheelchair. We are sorry to hear the news Maurice 
and hope you are still able to receive Your Turn.  
 
One or two of you have, on occasions, generously 
compared my work with that of my hero, the late Bert 
Marsh. Well, thanks to a tip from Ian Woodford I 
managed to buy a genuine piece of Bert’s work from 
a lot that John Davis had bought. Here it is, it’s 
African Blackwood  
Looking at it I think you 
will realise what a gulf 
actually exists between 
Bert’s work and my 
efforts. I’ll bring it along 
to the gallery one month 
for you to admire.  
 
If you are interested John 
might still have some. I 
can think of worse things 
to spend your money on. 
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REPORTS OF MEETINGS 
 

1 June – Jean Turner – “Enrichment vs 
Bedizen” 
 
Firstly my sympathy 
goes to Jean for 
having to contend 
with gremlins in the 
sound system. It 
couldn’t have been 
easy for her or some 
of the audience. 
Nevertheless, she 
managed to get her 
point across in an 
entertaining manner.  
 
Jean believes that unless you are one of the very 
few acknowledged masters of your craft, the 
perceived value of things made from wood is not 
high. This is partly because wood is considered 
impermanent unlike stone or metal and partly 
because, like certain other activities, there are too 
many amateurs spoiling the game with cheap, often 
poor offerings. One way to achieve a higher price for 
your work is to add some sort of decoration to enrich 
it, to catch the eye and raise it above the common 
offerings. Whilst this is unlikely to elevate the value 
of your work to the levels of the elite, a small amount 
of thought and effort can add a disproportionate 
perceived value. 
Of course this should be done carefully. Too much 
could be seen as bedizenment rather than 
enrichment. (Bedizen (archaic), to dress up or 
decorate gaudily or tastelessly.)  
 
Jean went on to give some examples, starting with 
stain and metal applied to a hollow form. She had 
already turned her hollow form from ash. The lid had 
a small hole and was to be stuck on to the base. It 
was merely a device to make hollowing easier and 
quicker. The join was to be disguised later. 
The outside was first decorated with adjacent beads 
using a beading tool and sanded. Coloured spirit 
stain was applied with a brush trying to avoid 
spreading to the adjacent bead. The choice of 
colours is to your taste but beware of beziden.  
Part of the surface had been left plain for a different 
treatment. Firstly it was treated with a Henry Taylor 
burr tool before applying indian ink. When dry a gold 
paste was rubbed in and the surplus wiped off. This 
was a product called “Goldfinger”, quite 
appropriately as Jean wasn’t wearing gloves. The 
whole thing was sprayed with acrylic gloss lacquer. 

 
Jean continued by demonstrating the use of thin metal 
sheets. In this case copper was embossed and applied 
in a band to cover the lid joint. The technique, known 
as repousse, involves hammering the reverse side to 
raise a pattern on the face side. This is done with the 
sheet on a soft surface, like foam. The sheet is then 
turned over and the edges of the raised pattern are 
sharpened up with a nylon tool. Tools consist of 
scribes, metal ball end and nylon tipped tools and can 
be obtained in sets from Walnut Hollow.  
The edges of the band are scribed and turned under 
for a better appearance than a thin cut edge. The band 
is stuck on with double sided adhesive tape. Whilst the 
embossed band looked impressive there was some 
concern about the appearance where the ends 
overlapped.  
 
Another adornment Jean often uses is Swarovski 
crystals. These look like small sparkling jewels 
available in a variety of colours. They have either hot 
glue backing which can be melted with a soldering iron 
or they may be attached with E6000 1 pot resin. All 
new to me but I must say that a discrete use of these 
crystals can produce a nice eye catching feature.  

 
Some 
examples of 
Jean’s 
decorated 
work. Note 
the repousse 
copper band 
and the 
Swarovski 
crystals 
Enhancement 
surely?  

 
 
Finally, don’t overlook the value of packaging. A 
proper box lined with coloured tissue costs very little 
and makes your article look much more valuable than 
bubble wrap and a plastic bag. 
 
Food for thought indeed and maybe we will see some 
results on the gallery table. 
 
Speaking of which, Ian Woodford gave us his thoughts 
on the disappointingly few items brought in by 
members. You can see gallery pictures on the website. 

 
Dave Gibbard  
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6 July – Mike Hasleden’s Mystery 
 
“Mike’s mystery” is becoming a regular annual feature 
of our programme and can be relied on for 
entertainment value and technique tips.  
Tonight’s demo started with a platter. With the blank 
mounted on a screw chuck, Mike faced up the bottom 
and cut a chucking dovetail. He immediately reversed 
this onto the chuck to turn the top. The reason for 
leaving the underside was to become clear later. 
 
The top surface was faced up with a gouge and 
refined with a negative rake scraper which Mike uses 
a lot. I first saw this method demonstrated to good 
effect by Colwyn Way at Axminster. The top surface of 
the scraper is ground so that it slopes down towards 
the edge. Unlike a normal scraper it is unnecessary to 
tilt it downwards since this is achieved by the rake on 
the top. This makes it far less critical to use and also 
allows it to get inside a deep box as it can be used 
horizontally. Mike claims never to have had a dig-in 
since using this grind which can be applied to any 
scraper.  
 

Mike’s 

negative 

rake 

scraper. 

 

 

 

 

Incidentally, Mike uses a CDN grinding wheel and his 

grinder rotation is reversed so that the grinding 

surface moves away from the tool being sharpened. It 

certainly seems to give very nice tool edges.  

Having got a nice flat surface Mike abraded and 

sealed it before applying texture. Mike prefers to use 

the term “abrade” rather than “sand” as most 

abrasives are not actually sandpaper. He uses a soft 

brush in between grits to remove particles which the 

previous courser grit may have left on the surface.   

 

He then used a 

Proxxon tool with 

a cutter (picture 

right) to pass 

diagonally across 

the rim to texture 

the surface. 

Mike likes the tool but questions why it has an on/off 
switch rather than a trigger that would allow it to stop once 
released. Colour (generally water based acrylic) can be 
applied to the surface and wiped off leaving the textured 
grooves coloured.  
There is a large amount of hit and miss with texturing and 
colouring so if you don’t like the result you can re-turn the 
surface and have another go. Having left the platter thick, 
there is still plenty of material to enable this to be done.  

The centre of the platter 
was then hollowed out 
using a bowl gouge.  
 
 
Platter with textured, 
coloured rim and centre 
hollowed. 

 

 

 

 

Many people find it tricky to attack the wood at the right 
angle to avoid the tool skidding back (right across the 
finished rim!). The Keith Rowley “bible” suggests a way of 
coping with this by cutting a flight of steps with a parting 
tool using each step to support the bevel of the gouge at 
the start of the cut. Mike finished the surface of the bowl 
with a scraper with a negative rake before abrading it. The 
textured surface was brushed with a brass brush to 
remove the rough edges left by the texturing cutter and the 
whole thing sealed by spraying with sanding sealer. 
 

During the tea break 
Mike set the lathe up 
with the bed vertical! 
(Picture right). The 
purpose of this was to 
spin blobs of diluted 
paint placed in the bowl. 
Results are 
unpredictable but can be 
interesting and 
attractive.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of spun 

painted platters.  
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Mike Haselden  
continued…. 
 

We then had a 
bit of audience 
participation 
and several of 
us stepped up 
to have a go.  
 

Here’s Lynda 
having a go. 

 

 

For most of us, trying this at home will involve 
inventing another means of spinning in a horizontal 
plane as it would be too much of a challenge to tip 
our lathes up on end.  
 
To round off the evening Alan Sturgess gave a 
critique of the members gallery, which once again 
disappointed in the number of items brought in 
though some were very impressive. All the pictures 
as usual are on the website. 
One of the items was a yew box by Denis Hilditch 
cunningly made so as to have perfect grain match at 
the lid joint. Denis has offered to write it up if there is 
enough interest. So let me know. 

Dave Gibbard 
 

3 August – HWA Challenge and Bob Hope 
on Chairmaking 
 
There were 2 options for the Challenge, something 
with a finial and something made with 2 or more 
materials. We had 16 entries from 10 turners, many 
satisfying both criteria; and what a high standard they 
were. You can see all the entries on the website, but 
here are the first 3 choices of the 53 members who 
voted:- 
 
1

st
 Choice was Ian Woodford’s spherical box with 

excellent crisp finials at top and bottom. The box 
seemed perfectly spherical to the eye with a nicely 
fitting lid and good grain match at the join. The box 
sat on a stand which matched the finials. A clear and 
deserved 1

st
 choice from one of our most 

experienced turners. 
 
2

nd
 choice was Alan Baker’s segmented bowl. Quite 

apart from the amount of work that must have gone 
into it, the bowl had a lovely “ogee” profile and was 
well finished. The spiral pattern of the inlayed blocks 
becoming larger towards the rim was well planned. 
Alan is a relative newcomer to woodturning and this 
piece is evidence of remarkable progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talking of remarkable progress, 3

rd
 choice was Dave 

Simpson’s beautifully finished decorative item based 
on a pod of contrasting seeds (peas?). A good deal of 
carving and texturing had gone into this work of art. 
Dave is quite new to the Club and to woodturning and 
shows real aptitude. 
 

Bob Hope on Chairmaking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst the votes were counted and certificates being 
done by Lynda, our calligrapher for the evening, the 
lights were dimmed for Bob Hope’s presentation on 
chair making. Bob suggested a stool is a good item to 
start with though he had obviously progressed to 
much more complicated and beautiful chairs. My 
favourite has to be his Windsor carver with steam-
bent arms and back. 

Continued… 
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1
st
 choice,  

Ian Woodford 

2
nd

 Choice  
Alan Baker 

3
rd

 Choice  
Dave Simpson 

 



Bob Hope on Chairmaking, continued… 
 
It is important to plan ahead. Get the sizing right for 
the intended purpose or person and draw it up. Also, 
trying to design matching spindles of the right size on 
the hoof is a recipe for a poor result. If in doubt, buy a 
book or pattern. 
Traditional materials are ash, oak, beech and, for the 
seats, elm though this is not readily available since 
the dreadful disease. The shaping of the seat was 
traditionally done by hand with an adze though Bob 
uses an Arbotech, modestly claiming not to have the 
skill to use an adze.  
 
Bob also makes rush seats but instead of the 
traditional rushes he uses a paper rush which is 
applied wet. This produces a very similar result but is 
easier to use than the specialist rush weaving. 
 
The legs are usually turned with tapered ends to fit 
the holes in the seat. Drilling the holes has to be done 
carefully and jigs are recommended to get the angles 
right. For the legs there are rake and splay angles. 
The rake on the back legs is generally greater than 
the front (about 105 degrees compared to 95 to 100) 
because of the weight transfer when the sitter leans 
back. Splay is the sideways angle. This is needed for 
stability but too much and the legs stick out and 
clash. The holes are tapered so that the joint tends to 
tighten with use. A normal hole is first drilled on a 
tilted table on a drill press then a taper bit is used. 
The holes for the legs usually go right through and a 
wedge is inserted in the exposed spindle end. Other 
holes, like those for the stretchers are blind and they 
have different angles. This all needs to be worked out 
carefully and time should be taken to make jigs, 
however simple, to get all the joint angles right. 
 
Bob favours cascamite glue to fix it all together which 
is hard to beat for the purpose. 
 
Chair parts often involve bending. This is an acquired 
skill and requires a steam chamber to be made. After 
prolonged steaming you have a short time to get the 
wood onto a table and bend it round pegs set out to 
define the curve. A steel strip on the outside of the 
bend helps to prevent splitting. Bob finds that there is 
always a certain amount of spring back afterwards 
and this can be avoided by using laminated strips of 
wood glued together.  
Many chairs have a lot of plain spindles which are 
usually not turned but split and roughly sized with a 
spokeshave then finished with a dowel cutter. 
 
Whilst on the subject of tools, Bob has invested in a 
“decent set of drills” with sharp central points to avoid 
wander and sharp edges to stop break-out. 

He is also happy to use modern methods where they 
are superior and quicker than traditional ones. An 
example is a router rather than chisels for mortice 
and tenon joints. 
 
Asked about finishing, Bob said for durability he uses 
4 coats of polyurethane, diluted for the first couple of 
coats. Alternatively chairs may be painted. 
 
I hope I got most of that whilst counting votes in the 
dark but if anyone wants to try their hand at making a 
chair, I’m sure Bob will be happy to give the benefit of 
some advice. Thanks Bob, great presentation. 

Dave Gibbard 

 

VISIT to TOOL POST, 24 June 
 
Lynda organised a Club outing to the Tool Post.  
Proprietor, Peter Hemsley, stocks an amazing range 
and quantity of tools, equipment and materials. My 
own excellent Wivamac lathe came from the Tool 
Post.  It’s certainly worth having a look on the website 
www.toolpost.co.uk and maybe paying a visit if you 
missed our outing. 
 
Just 7 of us turned up for the visit. We were supplied 
with coffee and given an introduction by Peter before 
being let loose. Most of us went straight to the 
workshop where Peter had got George to lay on 
demonstrations of anything we might want to see and 
try out ourselves. 
 
The simple arrangement of a row of LEDs stuck on 
the tool rest immediately took the eye. Made from 
parts bought at Maplins it was a cheap, safe and 
effective way of lighting up work on the lathe right at 
the cutting edge. Individual LEDs can even be fixed 
to the tool shaft to get right up close.  
Another thing we liked was a prototype stand for a 
small router to allow it to be moved by hand at a level 
of the lathe axis which, combined with an indexing 
ring can be used to make vertical grooves on the 
work piece. (Picture below). Peter hopes this will be 
available as a production item in the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued… 
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Tool Post Visit, continued… 
We had an unintended object lesson in use of chuck 
jaws. It is important to make sure that the spigot size 
is within the acceptable range for the jaws. This was 
too large at first and the scroll mechanism was 
damaged by trying to tighten before properly 
engaged.    
A number of hollowing tools was available and Keith 
had a go with a Roly Monroe tool. I have a similar tool 
myself and thought the demo on a short, wide blank 
didn’t show it to best effect. Its main use is surely to 
hollow a long cylinder. I would drill a full depth hole to 
allow the tool to cut along the grain. However I would 
concede that for a demo you can’t see much of what 
is going on inside. We also got a chance to try 
traditional hook tools which are very effective but 
strangely unfashionable now. 
 
 

Keith tries 
his hand 
at 
hollowing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We also had a go at texturing with a free rotating burr 
pressed against the revolving workpiece and also a 
mini Arbotech style cutter driven by a Proxxon tool.  
 

Alan tries theProxxon 
tool and Lynda the 
rotating burr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another tip which Tony Mercer noted was the use of 
Styrofoam material as a drive pad for reversing bowls 
to finish the feet, held against the pad by pressure 
from the tailstock. The foam can be shaped with a 
sharp cutter or hot wire and does not damage the 
finished inside surface of the bowl. Tony has seen a 
similar material on Ebay at £1 a square foot, 40mm 
thick. Snag is you have to buy 80 square feet! 
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We’d left enough time for a look round the shop and 
took the opportunity to make a few purchases. 
 
Thanks for an interesting day out, Peter, and Lynda 
for organising it. 

Dave Gibbard 
 

Outreach Event – Hedge End Gardening 
Club 
 
On Monday 20

th
 July Mike Haselden, on behalf of 

H.W.A., demonstrated his wood turning skills in front 
of a packed audience of around 85 members at the 
2000 Centre, St John Road, Hedge End. 
Mike showed the basics of wood turning by 
demonstrating how to turn a cove, bead and an ogee 
shape, passing it round for the members to see.  
Mike also passed around a piece of laburnum to see 
if it could be identified. 
The main part of the evening was taken up with 
turning an apple from a piece of Laburnum branch 
wood. This was also passed around; the audience 
were amazed to see the finished object. 
Mike had a gallery of his signature pieces which 
people commented on.   
Lots of interest was shown in Mike’s hollow form 
tuned from Monkey puzzle tree. You may remember 
Mike showing this at a recent H.W.A. meeting. 
Mike invited members to come and try their hand at 
woodturning and quite a number were keen to do so 
(mostly ladies)! 
Mike donated his fee to the Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Air Ambulance charity. 

Keith Barnes    
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 

   7 September – Jennie Starbuck 
   Colouring techniques. 

 
   5 October – John Wyatt 
   Lattice work. 
 

   2 November – Les Thorne 
   Showtime 2015. 

  

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No time to stand still. 
 
Is it really 3 months since the last issue of Your 
Turn? How time flies by when you’re having fun!  
And at the Minstead Project it's no different, the time 
certainly does fly by. 
Since the last update we have had the Trust’s Open 
Day where we ran our Quoits stall also sold some of 
the students’ turned items. Here are some of the 
things that have been going on.  
 
Ron Caddy very kindly donated some things he 
acquired when buying ex Jan Sanders stock and 
turning tools. The Oval Skews and Bedan tools are 
proving very useful. It's just a matter of making the 
handles and applying ferrules – another project for 
the students. I had forgotten how useful a Bedan is 
and how easy it is to use. So thanks, Ron, they've 
found a good home. 
 
During Mike Haselden’s demonstration at the HWA 
July meeting he talked about Negative Rake 
scrapers. One Thursday he reground one of the 
Minstead scrapers and it was a great success with 
the students and turners alike, so we’ve converted a 
couple more. Give it a try with your own scrapers. 
It's surprising, but it makes such a difference, really. 
 
We are very pleased that following recovery from his 
hip replacement Peter Willcocks has re-joined the 
Minstead team.  Peter found quite a difference as 
the workshop and equipment revamp was 
completed after he had left the group.  He's quickly 
got back into the swing of things and it’s great 
having him back. 
 
We made up a couple of Bird of Prey stands which I 
thought met the given design criteria.  However 
when I took them to the Falconry it became clear 
they were not quite right.  They no longer use 
artificial grass on the top.  But now prefer small 
pebbles set in latex. Apparently better for the birds’ 
feet. And I had not included a revolving tethering 
ring to secure the bird to the perch. So that project is 
back on the drawing board and I need to source 50 
mm and 30 mm stainless steel rings. Then we will 
try again. 
 
 

 
The Quoits sets were easy for us as we only had to 
turn the pegs. The woodwork shop made the cross 
members, sealed and glued them.  Our problem was 
the rope quoits themselves. John Holden had spliced 
a set, but it takes forever and uses a lot of rope. 
Then my wife brought a small set and the rope ends 
were joined with a small barrel shaped wooden 
cylinders.  We needed 50 quoits, so one Thursday 
Len Osborne and I set the students the task of 
making the cylinders by drilling a 14 mm hole and 
then turning a barrel shape 40mm long. The rope was 
cut to length using a hot knife and then the ends 
glued into the spigot using hot melt glue.  And it 
worked. We spent all that day but ended up with the 
required 50 quoits. 
 
The Open Day was well attended. Our stall was 
manned by Keith and Susan Barnes, Peter Willcocks, 
Dave Gibbard plus Student Will Baker, workshop 
Supervisor Mandy Ross and me. Thanks for helping, 
Susan. I think you could sell sand to the Arabs. 
 

 
Quoits winner Dan 
White in action. He 
won a set of quoits 
(what else?) after a 
play-off with Sandy 
Marchant. (I was 
warned not to call it a 
toss-off. Can’t think 
why.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Once again our stall did extremely well. We took 
£286 contributing towards a total profit on the day of 
£4892. Well worth the effort. We received a letter of 
thanks from the organisers and Trust Directors.   
 

Alan Sturgess 
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HEADWAY, BASINGSTOKE 
 
Now here’s another project in a similar vein. I’ll let our 
secretary, Bob Hope explain… 
 
When the project to help Minstead training centre 
started I decided that a 100 mile round trip to help 
would not be sustainable for me, so I decided to look 
for somewhere else closer to where I live that I could 
be of use. 
 
 

With the power of 
the internet I soon 
found a vacant 
position with 
Headway 
Basingstoke to look 
after their woodwork 
department. 

 
 
 
Headway is a national charity with many branches in 
towns across the country which was set up to help 
those people who have suffered a brain injury of 
some kind. It could have been a trauma injury caused 
by an accident or a stroke or some other medical 
condition leaving the person in need of rehabilitation. 
 

 
Headway Basingstoke is located within the grounds 
of the hospital and is run as a day centre on three 
days a week and on average attracts about 15 
attendees per day of all ages. 
In the woodwork department we go on a Tuesday 
and aim to give the clients the opportunity to make a 
small project either turned on one of our two lathes or 
another small item such as a bird box. 
As part of an ongoing project several clients have 
collaborated to make two wine tables for an exhibition 
and also for them to be sold to raise funds for the 
centre. 
 
Shortly after I started I enlisted fellow club member 
Derek Luke to help but as we are both away at times 
we would appreciate some additional help. If you 
think that you could help on a Tuesday please let me 
know. You would need to undergo the usual checks 
needed nowadays but these would be carried out by 
the centre. The centre is open from 10.00 to 15.00 
and the day is run in three sessions. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Website:  www.headwaybasingstoke.org.uk 

 
Bob Hope 

hopebob1@aol.com 
 

 
THINGS CHILDREN SAY 

 
I guess some of you may have been looking after 
young children during the long school holiday. Have 
you noticed they haven’t developed adult sensitivity 
and they just come out with exactly what is on their 
minds? Here are some examples: 
 
A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales.  
The teacher said it was physically impossible for a 
whale to swallow a human because even though it 
was a very large mammal its throat was very small.  
The little girl said that Jonah was swallowed by a 
whale.  
Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale could not 
swallow a human; it was physically impossible.  
The little girl said, 'When I get to heaven I will ask 
Jonah'.  
The teacher asked, 'What if Jonah went to hell?'  
 
The little girl replied, 'Then you ask him'.  
 

A Nursery school teacher was observing her 
classroom of children while they were drawing. She 
would occasionally walk around to see each child's 
work.  
 
As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, 
she asked what the drawing was.  
 
The girl replied, 'I'm drawing God.'  
 
The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what 
God looks like.'  
 
Without missing a beat, or looking up from her 
drawing, the girl replied, 'They will in a minute.'  
 
I‘m sorry I have forgotten who sent me those, but 
thanks, they really amused me. 

Editor 
 

 

  
  

 



 

NOVICE 
CORNER 
 

When I was introduced 
to turning by Bob 
Hope, our secretary, 
he stood me at the 
lathe and said keep 
the tool on the rest, 
get the bevel rubbing 
and lift the tool handle 
to start the cut.  
Now I have learnt to use the different tools but still I 
find that in my enthusiasm to achieve a shape I allow 
the bevel to lift off the wood and start cutting with no 
support. This does not give a smooth finish and I 
have to remind myself to keep the bevel rubbing. It is 
comparable to any ball sport where the coach will 
repeatedly say keep your eye on the ball all the way 
up to the point of contact.  
 
So if a cut is not working out the way you expect it to, 
firstly ensure you have the tool firmly rubbing on the 
wood before you turn to the grind stone or start to 
blame the wood for a poor cut.                                                            
  
One of our members brought up the subject of how to 
obtain a flat base to the inside of a bowl. One of the 
ways demonstrated at Axminster by the professionals 
was to use a bowl gouge with a more traditional flat 
profile than the pencil finger favoured at the moment. 
The flatter profile allows you to get the tool to the 
base of the bowl more easily and so make a flat cut.  
The other method offered by one of our members is 
to use a sanding block which allows you to finish off 
the base and sand it flat. 
It is interesting to note that we all tend to think of 
sanding as a finishing tool. Whereas it can be a very 
useful shaping tool, when using a 60 or 80 grit paper. 
Providing you keep the speed down to 300 to 600 
you will not burn the wood or induce any heat to build 
up and cause the wood to crack. Also more 
importantly providing you fold the sanding paper over 
you should not overheat your fingers. The temptation 
is to push too hard onto the wood and create plenty 
of dust which gives the impression of cutting quickly. 
But this will cause the paper to clog and blunt the 
sand particles on the paper which do the work.  
 

It is better to sand lightly and continue to keep the 
sandpaper moving continuously over the work. This 
will stop the grit from digging into the wood making 
extra work with the next grade of paper. 
 
Mike Haselden gave us a great demonstration in 
which he suggested that you keep a small paint brush 
by the lathe and dust off the work in between coats so 
that you remove any residue grit from your work 
before you start with another grade of paper. Really 
worth a try. 
 
Do not forget that you can remove any tear-out with 
sand paper, a 240 or 320 grit paper applied with lathe 
stationary can remove the disfigured wood. It is 
caused by a change in the grain pattern and the wood 
does not cut as cleanly as the rest. It is one of the 
hazards of using wood that has great grain texture 
that is pleasing on the eye but makes our work a little 
more difficult. But rest assured we all suffer from tear-
out.  
 
One of the items that came up was on the use of 
Carnauba wax and how to get a good finish. The Beal 
system recommends you seal you wood then apply a 
tung oil to the wood before applying three separate 
waxes with separate wheels; Tripoli ( red wax) ,White 
diamond wax and finally Carnauba. This is at a 
recommended speed of 1700 rpm. 
 
I have turned my lathe up to 3000 rpm and providing I 
keep the wood moving continuously obtained a good 
finish. It can also be down to the type of wood you are 
trying to polish as some allow you to produce a better 
shine than others. 
The hard woods tend to be better than the softer 
woods for obtaining a good finish.  
 
One of Harry’s favourite comments is on the use of 
sanding sealer. He makes a 50/50 mixture of Chestnut 
sanding sealer and cellulose thinners. He 
demonstrates this with aplomb and wipes the mixture 
on with the lathe off and then turns the lathe on and 
buffs the product almost before it has dried. This 
spreads it before the cellulose dries leaving ridges 
which can be difficult to remove. 
 

Happy Turning 
 
 

Alan Baker 
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The last few months have seen 2 very different 
meetings of adding colour to wood. Jean’s was very 
deliberate and controlled and Mike’s was, switch the 
lathe on then off and see what you have.  Some were 
much more acceptable random designs than others.  
 
As I am writing this I am waiting to see who has risen 
to the challenge this month and had the courage to 
put some work on the table. How many pieces of 
work will have a finial and how many and what will 
have at least 2 components to the design, wood and 
something else or a different wood. Boundaries are 
being pushed to explore what might be possible and 
some very imaginative work is being produced. Well 
done to everyone and thank you for the time and 
effort that is put in to making our club nights fun, 
happy informative. 
 
With school holidays  here again and chaos on the 
roads there may not be so much time for turning with 
grandchildren taking up lots of time and energy.   

 
Weeds don’t stop growing either and watering the 
plants that you want to grow when there is no rain 
takes up even more time If you have had a holiday I 
hope that you found time to relax, if you are still 
looking forward to going away I hope that it will be a 
special time for you. 
 
Thank you to all the committee who have worked 
hard to make sure that meetings happen on time and 
that all the right kit is in the right place ready to be 
used. 
 
If you are fairly new please tell us what you would like 
us to include in the programme on club nights so that 
we can provide as much interest and help as possible 
Thank you all for coming so regularly and we look 
forward to our next term’s meetings. 

 
Lynda Barkaway 

 
 
Finally, John Holden pointed out the following from 
the AWGB:- 
 
“I don't know whether you have seen this but on 
http://www.awgb.co.uk/documents/ 
there is a download link to a 'Lets Teach Turning 
Course'.  This has been produced recently and looks 
quite useful though it may be too prescriptive for 
some.  It takes a few minutes to download but some 
members could find it very useful.  I have only dipped 
into it.” 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership currently stands at 90. So we haven’t seen the usual 
annual dip although some members had to be chased for their 
renewals.  
 
Numbers signing on at recent meetings were: June 54, July 54 
August 60. So how come only 53 voted for the Challenge? 
 
We have another new member,  
Robert Harvey from Rownhams. Please make him welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Willits, Membership Secretary. 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S  

MESSAGE 

http://www.awgb.co.uk/documents/

