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Editorial 

Welcome to this issue, my first solo flight 

as editor, thanks as usual to my mentor 

Dave Gibbard for his support and proof 

reading. 

Dave will be a tough to follow as he is a 

far more experienced woodturner than me 

But stick with me and I’ll do my best to 

keep it interesting and informative. 

If you have any suggestions for future  

issues please get in touch.  

If you are a keen DIYer you may be      

interested in visiting “Screwfix Live” in      

Farnborough.  

From Friday 30th September  for three 

days. It’s a great day out and lots of free 

gifts on the day. 

More information and Free tickets from 

www.screwfixlive.com 

YOUR      

TURN 
Autumn 2016    

 

 

Hampshire Woodturners Association Newsletter. 

Autumn Issue, September 2016. 

 

CONTENTS 

Editorial 

Reports of Meetings 

6th June – Gary Rance — Humming Top 

4th July – Mike Hasleden’s Mystery. II 

1st August – HWA Challenge plus  

Keith Barnes on Electrical Safety 

Hints And Tips - Keith Barnes 

Chairman’s Message – Lynda Barkaway 

Membership – Keith Barnes 

 

Coming Events:- 

 

5th September Box with a threaded lid  

Paul Hannaby 

3rd October  - Adrian’s Balls! -  

Adrian Smith 

7th November - Showtime - Les Thorne 

5th December - Christmas Social  

 

 

All Hands Day 

Old Alresford Village Hall   

Saturday 22nd October 10am-4pm 

Practical examples, teaching £5 

mailto:Lynda@woofgone.org.uk
mailto:hopebob1@aol.com
mailto:aesturg@sky.com
mailto:new.members.hwa@gmail.com
mailto:Pierre2548@talktalk.net
mailto:derek@woofgone.org.uk
mailto:ajsbaker@aol.com
mailto:andi4asg@aol.com
mailto:d-m.gibbard@dsl.pipex.com


3 

REPORTS OF MEETINGS 

June 6th Meeting – Gary Rance 

Another good attendance with 70 members and 1 
new member attending 

Welcome to John Carter, from North Baddesley. 
This turned out to be an evening of substitutions 
Chairman Lynda was unavailable so Bob Hope 
stood in as MC for the evening. 

Bob also had to organise a replacement demon-
strator for the evening with John Plater being un-
well, we were treated to an evening with Gary 
Rance and his sidekick Les Thorne. 

Gary is well known to most of us, having most 
recently visited us for our 25th anniversary meet-
ing in 2014. 

Gary kicked off with a quick review of spindle 
turning, starting with turning a square into a 
round and then demonstrating cutting beads and 
coves all done with apparent ease by the turner 
with 41 years of experience.  

Gary then moved onto 
his main demonstration 
of a humming spinning 
top, an item that he not 
only makes but also  
repairs some very     
expensive antique     
examples of. 

Made in two parts, Gary 
started with a             
rectangular block turning 
the top part similar to a round box lid with an up-
right spindle to            accommodate the handle 
finished off with a   nicely turned ball on top.  

This was then finished off by cutting three circular 
grooves which 
were then   
accentuated 
with a pencil 
line, and very 
effective too. 
This was then 
sanded using 
180, 400 and 
500 grit and 
always keep 
the   abrasive 
moving to 

avoid scoring the wood. Gary explained how he 
always sands from the rear of the lathe as it 
saves time by not having to move the tool rest, 
time being very important for a busy production 
turner. The finished item was then removed from 
the block with a parting tool.  

The rest of the block would then be used for the 
main body of the piece, again similar to turning a 
round box, but with a pointed base to allow it to 
spin. This was hollowed out with very accurately 
turned thin side walls, taking several attempts to 
match it to the previously turned lid, much to the 
amusement of the audience and Mr Thorne in 
particular.  

 Again embellished with pencilled in grooves and 
sanded through the three previous grits. The two 
parts were then grain aligned into place and glued 
together using Titebond II, which he now prefers to 
super glue 

With this done it was back to cut the “humming hole” 
into the side of the main body, the hole is square cut 
with an approximate 45-degree angle through the 
wall to enable the sound to be achieved. When 
demonstrating the top in action no hum was evident 
Gary jokingly advised us that it was probably too 
high a frequency for us to hear, after several spins 
and occasional “Hums” and “Whistles” from the audi-
ence the main demonstration ended to a warm round 
of applause. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Always good value Gary then proceeded to demon-
strate a new pendant that he has designed, one with 
a revolving centre turned from one disc of wood. 
Gary started out by turning a thin disc shape on the 
end of a round profile blank, he then parted it of off 
the blank, it was then placed into a circular jig that 
holds the disc in an internal recess, which is then 
secured in the jaws of a chuck so that the reverse 
side can be shaped to match the front, a matching 
circle is then marked on both sides, 

 Then comes the clever bit: the jig containing the 
pendant is returned to the chuck where an upward 
angled cut is made from the marked circle to a depth 
of half way into the disc. The whole thing is then  
reversed and the process repeated until the centre  
becomes detached from the outer ring without falling 
out due to the angle of the cut, another generous 
round of applause followed. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Checking the time with Bob, Gary then gave a very 
brief lesson of how to sharpen tools on a grinding 
wheel attached to the lathe, without switching the 
lathe on Gary explained what angles and move-
ments are required to sharpen each of the various 
turning tools without the need of a sharpening jig. 

 

The meeting ended with the usual raffle. 

Time for a Test Drive 

Gary’s Revolving Centre Pendants 
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July Meeting  Mike Haselden Mikes Mystery 2 

A much more pleasant Monday evening than in 
recent months weather wise, saw a good turnout 
of 59 members and 2 new signed up members 
Carl and Arthur, also two visitors who we hope 
that will join us very soon. 

Our demonstrator for the 
evening was club stalwart 
Mike Haselden a very     
experienced woodworker 
who has been turning for 
ten years. The last time 
Mike demonstrated he kept 
us 

waiting until the very last 
moment to work out what 
he was turning for us, this 
time, he told us from the 
outset that it was to be 
some off-centre    turning 
and those who had seen 
his very       impressive 
gallery entry on the night 
had a very good idea of what it was to be. 

Mike started with a large Ash blank which he se-
cured to the lathe between a sanding disk /
faceplate and a revolving centre on the tailstock. 
He then cleaned the edge with a gouge and con-
tinued to do the same to the face.  

He turned a shallow dovetail recess for the chuck 
and reversed the blank onto this. Mike Doesn’t 
like to rely on the narrow area at the top of the 
dovetail jaws for seating which would have been 
the case with such a shallow recess so he 
mounted the blank via a plywood spacing ring to 
provide a flat facing surface outside the dovetail.  

With the added security of support from the    
tailstock and centre, Mike then cut a bevel of 
around a quarter of an inch into the outer edge. 

The next step was to remove the blank from the 
chuck and    
replace it with a 
specially made 
12” plywood jig, 
which will be 
used to hold the 
blank in three 
different off-
centre positions.  

 

 

 

The jig is very cleverly designed to hold the blank 
in place by clamping it along the bevel that was 
cut on the outer edge of the bowl with 4 plywood 
blocks. The jig also included an additional device 
to counterbalance the effect of the blank spinning 
off centre. This was a movable plywood cup that 
contains removable lead weights that enable 
Mike to adjust the weight. 

 

So with the mystery now out, we are going to get 
a three centred bowl. Mike proceeded to mark 
out three new equally spaced centres, using 
basic geometry and a pair of compasses. With 
this done he secured the blank into the jig and 
proceeded to hollow out the three equally spaced 
bowl inserts.  

Due to the predicted length of the demonstration 
two hours ten minutes, there was a shorter than 
normal tea break, while Mike hollowed out the 
last two bowls. Bob Hope then did a quick cri-
tique of the gallery which as usual exhibited what 
a talented bunch Hampshire Woodturners are, or 
at least some of us. And then back to the main 
event. 

Mike ensured that the three bowls were as equal 
as possible by using a 42mm circular template to 
gauge depth and shape 

Due to the fact that the three bowl indents will 
overlap, the second and third become increasing-
ly more difficult to turn as you are cutting from 
wood to thin air in the overlapping areas, this said 
he achieved this with consummate ease.  

The bowl was then reversed onto the recess in 
the base and the outside shape was turned from 
the headstock side, something not recommended 
for a novice turner. The final finishing of the base 
including removal of the chucking recess would 
be done by a further reversing process which 
could not be covered in the time available. 

 

Mike finished off 
his main demo by 
explaining how he 
achieves the         
contrasting inlays 
around the edges 
of the bowl.  

 

 

He introduced us to his homemade manual hand 
router that is made with an Allen key ground to a 
point as the cutting bit. He first makes the three 
(in this case) inlays from a contrasting timber, 
then the bowl is prepared by painting the surface 
with “Typex” this forms a good surface for    
marking out the shape of the inlay to cut out by 
hand with the “Allen Key” router to a depth of  
approximately 3mm. once this is done the inlays 
are secured in place before returning the bowl to 
the lathe to finish off the top surface to a perfectly 
smooth finish. 

 

Mike’s Gallery piece 

Mike’s  Bespoke Jig 

The Finished  Article 
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Mike Haselden continued 

With time fast running out Mike turned his atten-
tion to turning spheres on a lathe, ideal for dis-
playing in the three off-centre bowls of his main 
piece of the evening, something that would 
equally look good with pieces of turned apples or 
pears. 

Again we were shown another homemade jig that 
was made with an adjustable plywood stand and 
a semi-circular metal template. Briefly Mike 
turned a short piece of wood down to a few mm 
thicker than the required diameter of the sphere, 
he then reduced the ends that would be wasted 
to under 20mm, then using the template as a 
guide gradually turned down the sides of the 
sphere, fine tuning by moving the template closer 
as the cuts allowed, a process similar to using 
“fingers” when production turning. The bulk of the 
ball is then sanded on the lathe before removing 
the ends and the sphere finished by hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following an appreciative round of applause for 
Mike, we moved very quickly onto the raffle as 
we had overstepped our 10pm curfew, before all 
setting off for our usual Ovaltine and bed 

Andi Saunders 

 

1st August – HWA Challenge and Keith 
Barnes on Electrical Safety 

46 members attended this month’s meeting, We 
also had 4 visitors giving us a total of 50 on the 
night. 

It was the second visit for 2 of the visitors so 
hopefully they will join us next month. 

This year’s HWA Challenge was to make some-
thing from Yew 

We had 15 entries from 13 turners, as usual with 
entries they were all of a high standard. You can 
see all the entries on the website, but here are 
the first 3 choices of the 48 members who voted 

Pictures of the winners are on the front cover of 
this issue, you can find all the other entries on the 
website 

 

 

1st Choice,  

Harry Woollhead’s Tea Set and Tray 

A clear and deserved 1st choice from one of our 
most experienced turners. 

Harry had started out with just a Teapot, but was 
then was persuaded by Mrs W to make a com-
plete set of Cup, saucer, milk jug and sugar bowl, 
then he needed a tray to put them on. This out-
standing entry was a firm favourite from the start 
of the evening, and topped the voting by a wide 
margin, although there was a call for disqualifica-
tion as the sugar cubes were made of Pine not 
Yew.  

2nd choice, Chris Molyneux 

Chris produced a beautifully turned round bowl 
and lid to a highly polished finish. A lovely piece 
that you just had to pick up and admire. 

It was a close run competition for second place, 
with Chris and Dave both receiving an equal 
amount of points with Chris coming out on top by 
virtue of just one more first place vote. 

3rd choice Dave Simpson, for a second con-
secutive year.  

This time Dave produced a delicate pierced hol-
low form housing a tea light, the flame from which 
could be see through the piercings. A nicely 
made imaginative item. 

Close behind Second and Third place was Mike 
Haselden with two entries which came in Fourth 
and Fifth. 

Whilst the votes were counted 
and certificates being done by 
Lynda, our calligrapher for the 
evening, Membership  

Secretary Keith Barnes took to 
the front of house to deliver a 
30 minutes “Electrical Safety” 
presentation 

 

Keith gave us a potted history 
of electrical standards since 
1947 including the Ring Main 
Power Circuit, Amp ratings and 
cable colourings. Circuit  
Breakers and fuses etc. and 
also warned of the dangers of 
using the old two and three way 
adapter plugs, it is far safer to 
use the trailing gangs with 
three or more sockets. 

This was followed by a Q&A session where Keith 
dealt with various subjects including PAT testing 
of turned items for selling such as table lamps 

Andi Saunders 

Mike’s Sphere Jig in action 
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..Minstead Training Trust 

 
Summer Fete 9 July 2016 

 
Rev. Tim Selwood used his in-

fluence with big G to provide a 

lovely day for the Fete. 

He opened proceedings with a 

presentation to Martin Lenaerts 

who is retiring after many years.  

 

Staff and students were lining up to 

add their  tributes and it all became 

rather emotional. The catering      

department had made Martin a cake 

and the woodworkers had made a 

bench appropriately inscribed from 

Genesis 2.2. Look it up. However, 

resting doesn’t seem to be part of the 

plan as Martin will continue as a volunteer at Furzey 

Gardens. 

 

The fete was duly opened and 

the rather good  saxophone 

quartet began to play. There 

were    numerous stalls intended 

to create an atmosphere of fun 

and to relieve visitors of cash, 

much needed for Trust funds. 

 

Our stall was being 

manned by Keith 

and Susan Barnes 

and me, with help 

from student Will, 

selling items turned 

in the workshop and 

running a quoits 

contest. We had been positioned on the lawn in a windy 

spot and struggled to 

keep the leader board 

and our gazebo ground-

ed. We sold about £230 

worth of produce and 

took £35 on the quoits. 

The quoits was addictive 

to those of a competitive 

nature and was won by a large margin by such a     

man called Chris after a number of attempts with a 

score of 65. So we didn’t have the fun of a play-off like 

last year. 

The fete is the main fund raising event for Minstead and 

was well attended. The final total for the day, sum 

raised was £6120 with possibly still some to come. 

Dave Gibbard 

The Summer Months 

It would appear to have been an ecclesiastical theme 

this quarter.  We had a request from Wimborne Minster 

for 30 procession Candle Holders in Yew.  Each to 

have a 1” diameter  handle 4” long and a top of similar 

dimensions with a 1/.2” hole in the centre to take the 

candle.  It was quite a challenge to get 30 the same,    

especially with 16 different students and 10 different 

turner/tutors.  We all have our own ways but for this 

exercise we needed to stick with the Minsters          

requested design.  Getting the seasoned yew looked to 

be a problem but Dave Gibbard donated an amount 

along with stock we already had, the task was complet-

ed.  The plan now is for the students which were     

involved in the project to deliver the holders and in  

return they will receive a tour of the Minster. 

We also had a visit from the   

Bishop of Southampton, he was 

so impressed with the products on 

view he placed an ordered for a 

Chalice and Paten. (basically a 

goblet and plate for communion) 

and some simple pots to hold 

pencils. We’ve made a start and 

hope the designs we have chosen 

fit the bill. 

 

We really could do with one or two more woodturners 

to join us.  Our sessions are     Thursday 9:30 to 4 pm 

and Mondays 9:30 to 1pm. On average you would be 

asked to do every 5
th
 or 6

th
 

week.   

Even if you can’t commit to 

regular sessions it would be 

very useful to have someone 

willing to cover holidays and 

events.  You will be surprised 

how much fun we have and 

how rewarding it can be. 

 

Alan Sturgess 
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This Note from a Mystery Reporter 

 

In the August edition of ‘Woodturner’    
magazine there is an article on turning   
boxes where the author explains how to  
finish the inside of a box with a scraper 
working on the centre line. So that the lower 
corner of the scraper doesn’t touch the 
wood he advises that you grind the left 
hand edge of the tool at an angle, further 
more he advocates that you grind the top 
surface of the scraper at an angle to give a 
‘negative rake’ for your scraping.  

Now, being a simple sole I tend to look for a 
simple solution to a simple problem!  

Therefore, I suggest that if one raises the 
tool rest above centre that will take the   
lower edge of a square edged scraper away 
from the wood at the same time giving a 
negative angle of attack to the tool. 

As I said I am a simple sole so maybe I’ve 
got it all wrong. I wonder what other turners 
think, surely someone has an opinion! 

Shinde.? 

 

Abseiling for Prostate Cancer 

On July 30
th
 just      

before his 87
th
 birth-

day, club stalwart 
Denis Hilditch bravely 
Abseiled the 328 feet 
down Portsmouth’s 
Spinnaker Tower in 
aid of Prostate      
Cancer. 

 

 

10,000 men a year die 
from  Prostate Cancer, 

so if you are able please consider making a 
donation to Denis’s just giving page, It’s not 
too late 

 

www.Justgiving.com/fundraising/
Denis Hilditch 

 

Denis Reports 

 

So I abseiled down the Spinnaker Tower, 

But behind the parapet I did cower. 

Then on with the harness, must defend my 
pride, 

And the trainer just said “have a nice ride”.  

Now over the edge, who’s that down there, 

Hope it’s my wife with my clean underwear. 

I go down, down, down, it’s such a long way, 

So what was that rhyme I had to say? 

“Don’t look down, that’s a big mistake. 

Just pay out the rope it’s a piece of cake!” 

I repeat the rhyme as I do the decent, 

Now I realise what the trainer meant. 

Enjoy the ride? Well I guess I did, 

 

So I hope all my sponsors donate a few ‘quid’ 

To a great charity, Prostate Cancer UK. 

 

And a bigger ‘thank you’ I really can’t say. 

www.Justgiving.com/fundraising/
Denis Hilditch is the website address, 
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Harry Woollhead is one of our best known 
club members due to his excellent work with the 
club’s novices section and his demonstrating 
skills in forming Spirals sometimes known as 
Barley twists, and of course the beautiful work 
he shows in the gallery each month. 
 I have twisted Harrys arm (sorry for the pun) to 
explain to me the way in which he goes about 
creating his Spirals. 
Harry goes on to say. Spirals add a class to 
any turned item; they look difficult and yet are 
easy to carry out, even for the novice turner. 
Spirals are generally seen on goblet stems but 
can be on items such as candle sticks, table 
lamps and even on bottle stoppers, but perhaps 
bottle stoppers are more of a twist than a spiral. 
The larger the spiral the easier it’s to achieve. 
If you have not made a spiral before Harry sug-
gests you start with a candle stick, but the best 
advice he can give to you is that you try and he 
promises you will find it easy to do. 
The following write up is for a candle stick; a 
goblet stem is much thinner and therefor much 
more delicate to do. 
Start by selecting a timber knot free with straight 
grain. Form a base and top of your choice for a 
candle stick (this can be left to the end) now 
turn the centre which will become the spiral, turn 
to an equal round, at least 150mm long. 

It is now best to switch your lathe off. 
If you have indexing on your lathe it will be a 
help but if not it is just as easy to mark out your 
spiral by hand. 
Take 4 points of your chuck and put your rest in 
line with the timber and as close as possible.. 
Put the first chucking point directly on the top 
and mark a parallel line on the timber in line with 
the tool rest, turn the chuck a quarter of a turn 
and mark a second parallel line along the rest 
line, turn the chuck a further quarter, mark the 
line and finally turn the chuck again and mark 
the 4th line. This should give 4 equal parallel 
lines along the timber. 
See fig 1. 
Now turn your lathe by hand and mark a line 
around the timber starting at 10mm in at the 
base of the round. Carry on marking lines at 
equal intervals at 20mm apart. See fig 2. 
You may find it easier if you use different col-
ours to make identifying far easier. 
Now join the lines up, corner to corner on all 
points. 
These continuing lines will form the spiral. 

  
 

  

Using a junior hacksaw make a cut following the 
coloured lines, just deep enough to help a file. 
Use a small round file (5mm) to start and as 
soon as possible change to a half round or round 
file. (8mm) continue filing at equal depths, say 4 
pushes then rotate then another 4 pushes then 
rotate and so on, keeping to equal depths. 

The spiral soon takes shape and it is just a mat-
ter of keeping all the filing depth equal, round off 
the edges and now you will have a Spiral. 

Finish with sanding sealer diluted 50 / 50 then 
abrasive paper through the grits with your choice 
of polish. 

Harry goes on to say it ’s easy, but it looks diffi-
cult and everyone likes to know how you did it 
(yes Harry) 

As you can see the lathe is only used when you 
turn the top and base. Revolving it by hand for 
marking out and cutting the Spiral. 

Harry tells me he now uses “Microplanes” in 
place of files. These can be purchased from Ax-
minster Tools but can be expensive and not that 
strong, and able to break very easily. However 
they are very sharp making the filing quick and 
easy. 

Harry has kindly said. If you have difficulty in 
marking out or any other part of the project see 
him at any of H.W.A. meetings and he will prom-
ise to answer any of your questions.(I will be first 
in line) He also went on to say he would like to 
see your finished work on the gallery table at the 
next meetings. 

  

Happy Turning 

Keith Barnes 
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.. 
MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome 3 new members.  
John Carter from North Baddesley 
Carl Ward from Eastleigh & 
Arthur Gregory from Bishopstoke. 
 
Attendances for meetings 
June 70, July 61 and August 50. 
 
These numbers include visitors.  
The club’s membership now stands at 93. This 
includes 3 honorary members. 
A number of members were late in paying 
their fees this year. This accounts for the  
higher numbers of members from the last    
reporting period of 68. 
 
The small charge to visitors of £2.50p per visit 
is working well with no unforeseen problems. 
On club nights you may see visitors with paper 
labels attached to their body. Please make 
yourself known to them. We would like H.W.A. 
to be known as a friendly, welcoming club. 
 
We are still looking for members to join our 
induction programme for new novice members 
If you would like to be part of this willing team 
please get in touch. 
   
Any changes in your circumstances i.e. your 
home address, telephone number or email  
address please let me know so I can keep the 
records up to date. 
 

Many thanks. 
Keith Barnes. 

Membership Secretary. 
Telephone No, 01489 796433 

 

Finally as Lynda has dropped the jokes from 

her monthly meeting address, here are a few 

that I’ve nicked from the web. 

And they are all clean. 

"What kind of wood do movie stars turn ?" 

"Holly-wood"  

The Swedish have developed a new eco en-

gine made completely from timber.........trouble 

was it wooden start !!  

What's brown and sticky? 

A stick!  

Message from the Chairman 

I am recovering from an overdose of the  

Olympic Games and looking forward to the 

Paralympics. I am glad they are only every 4 

years or I would get nothing done. The        

different time zone does not help either        

because I have to interrupt my sleep to watch 

certain races live. You probably think I am 

bonkers but it takes all sorts to make our          

communities the rich tapestry of interests and 

cultures that we live in. 

You probably have neighbours who think that 

woodturners are about as mad. Lumps of 

wood waiting for something to happen to them, 

and pieces of wood spinning round on a lathe 

with wood shavings covering everywhere and 

not being welcomed back into the house until 

some of them have been removed from us.  

But we enjoy ourselves and will continue to 

strive to turn the perfect shape and finish it to 

such a high standard that when we put it on 

the table to display it no one can find anything 

poor to comment on.  

We have to work hard and keep on practising,   

especially sharpening our tools, if we want to 

have the perfect sharp edge to help us to turn 

the     perfect shape, just as the athletes have 

to train hard to achieve their best result when it 

matters most. 

For those of you who are not addicted as I am 

to watching the Paralympics you will have lots 

of   extra time to turn something wonderful for 

the October meeting out of any wood that you 

have just waiting to be turned into something 

of style and beauty. We will look forward to 

seeing the  result. 

Apologies to Andi that this is so late. The gar-

den is also shouting out for attention and fruit 

needing to be picked and sorted. 

Happy turning everyone. 

Lynda 

 

 


