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EDITORIAL 
We just got back from holiday in Crete, managing to 
miss the climax of the election and the subsequent 
power struggle. Well, for better or worse it’s over for now 
but here’s a cautionary tale via Ian Woodford that might 
worry you: 
 
An M.P. died and arrived at the gates of heaven. 
”Welcome to heaven” said St. Peter. “The procedure in 
your case is that you will spend one day in hell and one 
in heaven, then choose where to spend eternity.” 
St. Peter escorted to the elevator and sent him down, to 
hell. The doors opened and he emerged on a golf 
course. In the distance was a clubhouse and standing in 
front of it his friends and other politicians who had 
worked with him. 
Everyone was very happy and greeted him, reminiscing 
about the good times they had had. 
They played a friendly game of golf before dining well.  
Soon it was time to go and he entered the lift to 
return..... 
”Now it's time to visit heaven” said St. Peter. 
The MP spent the day with a group of contented souls 
moving from cloud to cloud, playing the harp and 
singing.   
”Well” said St Peter, “you've spent a day in hell and 
another in heaven. Now choose your eternity.” 
The MP reflected for a minute, then said: “Well, I never 
thought I’d say so but I think I would be better off in hell.” 
With that he was sent down again in the lift. The doors 
opened to reveal a barren land covered with waste. He 
saw his friends in rags, picking up rubbish. 
The devil approached him and the MP stammered “I 
don't understand. Yeterday there was a golf course and 
clubhouse, and we ate lobster, drank champagne and 
had a great time. Now there's just a wasteland full of 
rubbish and my friends look miserable. What 
happened?” 
The devil looked him and says, “Yesterday we were 
campaigning... Today you voted.”  
 
Anyway, there I was drinking a coffee in a Greek 
cafenion having read how fierce Cretans can be, even 
now carrying concealed weapons and how they harbour 
grudges for ever. One old Cretan reportedly killed a 
family enemy and from his hiding place let it be known 
that he would give himself up and face his punishment 
but not before he’d finished. That meant killing 3 more 
people. I had also been to the naval museum in Chania 
and read the accounts of the reprisals suffered by the 
population at the hands of the Germans in the war. 
This gnarled old man at the next table looked up from 
his newspaper and growled “where you from?”  
“England” I nervously replied. 
“Bravo” he said, and went back to his paper much to my 
relief.  

Dave Gibbard, Editor  
-2-

YOUR  
TURN 
 
Summer 2010 



REPORTS OF EVENTS 
1 March –  
Mark Sanger 
 
I hadn’t seen Mark 
demonstrate so I was 
looking forward to his 
visit to HWA. Mark 
produces decorative 
work like hollow forms 
with lids and finials.  
 
For us he demonstrated making an ash hollow vessel 
with a contrasting lid and finial. 
The ash blank was mounted on a screw chuck and 
an oval shape was turned using a steeply ground 
gouge. Mark uses this for cutting and the wings for 
scraping with the tool turned over. A spigot was 
turned on the bottom which was used to mount in the 
chuck for hollowing. Mark has a methodical approach 
to hollowing consisting of first making a full depth 
hole then gradually opening it from the top to leave 
material near the base for support at first. Initially a 
gouge was used then a Kelton hollowing tool which 
has a cranked end with a scraping tip. This may not 
produce such a good finish as shielded cutting 
hollowing tools but it doesn’t clog and Mark prefers it 
for this type of work. 
Rather than boring us with the hollowing process 
which is hardly visible, Mark switched to one he had 
prepared earlier. He sands the inside of his hollow 
forms but does not apply a finish, though sometimes 
he paints them black. He has 2 devices for sanding 
inside, one a velcro mounted sanding disc with an 
extension rod. The disc driver is modified with more 
velcro around the edge. This allows the sandpaper to 
be wrapped round to allow it to reach more of the 
internal curved surface. The second device is a wire 
coat hanger with sandpaper taped on, bent at the 
desired angle for sanding the underside of the 
opening. Adjustable and safer than fingers. After 
hollowing Mark re-cuts the rim to ensure it is true as 
movement can occur during the hollowing even if the 
wood is dry. 
 
Picture right: hollowing 
with Kelton tool. 
Below: buffing 
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The hollow form was reversed onto a scrap cone 
inserted in the rim with the tail stock supporting the 
base at the centre of the spigot. The base was turned 
down to a small remaining part of the spigot. Mark 
normally power sands but to spare us the dust he did it 
by hand with the extractor nozzle held close to the 
work. Mark only sands down to 320 grit because he 
finishes by buffing.  
 
The remaining spigot was finally parted off stationary 
with a carving tool. Diluted sanding sealer was applied 
and when dry, buffed by holding against a buffing 
wheel in the lathe using Chestnut white buffing wax. 
This avoids dark paste getting into the grain of the pale 
wood. Finally Mark applied Renaissance wax and 
more buffing. 
The lid was turned from contrasting dark wood, 
underside first. A recess was made in the centre and 
drilled through to take a screw to hold the finial. The 
rim was cut to size by offering up the base. The top of 
the lid was cut with a parting tool, widening the cut and 
scraping as it went and finished by buffing, this time 
with brown polish.  
 
The finial was a separate item, carved from a flat piece 
of wood. Again, Mark has a methodical approach, 
taking time to carve a prototype then photographing, 
printing it at various sizes, cutting out and sticking to a 
sheet (of metal?) which is then cut out to make 
templates. The end of the finial was drilled using a 
taper drill and piercing cutter to allow the hole to be 
adjusted to get the finial vertical. The finial was 
screwed to the lid and glued with a decorative bead in 
between. Finally a small cap was turned to cover the 
screw head. 
I have probably not done the process justice but Mark 
left some detailed printed instructions and a number of 
members picked them up. If you didn’t get one you 
could contact Mark at  
www.marksanger.co.uk.   
 

Mark generously 
donated the finial box to 

the club and it will be 
offered as a raffle prize 

at a future meeting.  
(picture right) 

 
After a very full evening 
there was just time for a 
quick critique of the 
members gallery which 
was very impressive in 
both quality and 
quantity. 

Dave Gibbard 

    Examples of Mark’s work  



 
20-21 March. Owslebury Art & Craft Exhibition 
 
The organisers had posted an invitation on the HWA 
website for us to take part in their annual show. 5 
HWA members responded, Mike Hasleden, Alan 
Sturgess, Ian Woodford, Chris West and me, Dave 
Gibbard. 
The omens were not good setting up on Friday with 
lashing rain and dark skies and one of the approach 
roads closed for repair. I shuddered as I put my car 
wheel in a flooded pothole and thought that it will not 
be the last.  
The organisers, Fiona Nash and Cathy Fox, however, 
were well prepared with tables and hanging space 
ready for the exhibitors and matching tablecloths to 
give a unified theme throughout the venue in the 
village hall and the adjacent primary school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was much interest in our work and also how 
things are made and a number of sales to make it 
worthwhile. In my view this is the sort of local event 
that the club should be involved with and I hope we 
get asked back next year. 

Dave Gibbard 
 
19 April, AGM 
The first item on the AGM agenda was the report from 
the Chairman, Jon Gibbs followed by the report and 
accounts from the Treasurer, Alan Sturgess. Jon’s 
report and summary from Alan are presented 
separately.  
Jon then went on 
to make the 
annual awards.  
The Les Revell 
novice trophy is 
shared this year 
between Keith 
Barnes and 
Gerald Nicholson.  
(picture right) 
 

The trophy for HWA member of the year for 
contributions over a number of years went to Brian 
Matcham. Unfortunately Brian was in hospital so could 
not receive his trophy.  
Congratulations to you all and best wishes for a 
speedy recovery to Brian. 
Awards of bottles of wine were given to the helpers: 
Audio visual, Steve Page and Pete Buckles. 
Outreach programme, Chris West. 
Meeting and greeting, Lynda Clark. 
Novice programme, Harry Woollhead and Bill Willits. 
Raffle, Brian Matcham, Ralph Stone, David Bird. 
Shop, Helen. 
Tea club, Roy Nailor, Phil Hill, Chris Davey. 
 
The committee was prepared to stand again apart 
from Gerry Dixon. There was a new nominee, Lynda 
Clark. There being no competing nominations, the 
vote was taken en bloc and passed unanimously. 
David Bird proposed a vote of thanks to the committee 
for their hard work on behalf of the Club. 
 
According to the constitution, this will be Jon’s last 
sequential year as Chairman, so you can start to give 
the succession some thought for next year. There 
being no other business, the AGM was closed at 
about 8.00. 
 
Post AGM - Discussion Forum 
There followed a discussion about how the Club is 
run. It went too fast for me to get it verbatim, but 
here’s a flavour. Please write to me with your views or 
if you disagree with my summary. 
Competitions. 
We used to have regular competitions with categories 
for seniors, intermediates and novices. These were 
abandoned some time ago for lack of entries and 
replaced by a non-competitive gallery. Reasons given 
for dwindling support were: 
Shyness; objection to judge’s criticism; lack of 
incentive when same people win regularly; too time 
consuming to keep entering and producing things for 
competition rather than for sale.   
However, as Ian Woodford pointed out, many clubs 
have successful competitions which are the focal point 
of club activity. A show of hands revealed about a third 
of those attending might be prepared to participate in 
some form of competition.   
The committee will discuss the matter again, and 
consider whether incorporation with an annual show 
would be better, maybe with the public choosing to 
avoid the issue of judges opinions and criteria. 
Workshops 
Another thing that many feel we ought to be doing 
more of is whole or part day workshops. However, 
when it comes to selling tickets, there has often been 
difficulty making the numbers.  
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Our stand looked pretty 
  good (see picture) 
     and a look round the 
      show revealed a 
        good standard of  
          art and craft work 
             generally. 
 
            There were a lot 

 of visitors and  
  Sunday proved  

              the better day, 
           with bright sunny 
weather to encourage 
people to come out. 



 
19 April Discussion cont… 
 We are persisting, however, with a workshop at 
Stuart Mortimer’s in November and a hands-on day at 
Ropley, aimed at less experienced turners in May. 
It is important that people make the effort to support 
these events, otherwise it will not be possible to keep 
trying to run them. 
Programme 
There were several suggestions for changes of 
content or emphasis in future events programmes.  
Roy suggested equipment reviews. 
Members liked non-turning presenters.  
Some liked the idea of outings, like coach trips to 
Yandles, though the idea that these might interest 
wives too was greeted with some scepticism.  
Working Groups or sub committees could be set up to 
manage specific events, like participation in the Zion 
Hill wood fair. (See separate report) 
Plenty for the new committee to think about. 
 
Question Time 
Ian Woodford, Alan 
Sturgess & Brian 
Hannam (right), 
formed the panel of 
experts.   
Again, it went too 
fast for me to get it 
down, but here’s a 
flavour.  
What wood would be suitable for a garden seat? 
Apart from “why bother, you can’t compete with B&Q”, 
ash was favoured. Brian lived up to expectations by 
repeating his dislike of oak for this (or anything else 
really). 
Recommend a lathe up to £1000. 
The Hegner is very good but would break the budget. 
Wiva also good and cheaper but still over £1000. 
Second hand might be the answer. Alan said it rather 
depended what sort of turning you want to do. A long 
bed is useful but not for a bowl turner. Adjustable 
bearings are a good idea as slack bearings can cause 
vibration. On the subject of vibration, the lathe should 
be securely fixed but via some damping material like 
rubber. Plenty of weight low down on the stand or 
bench helps. Anyone who has used variable speed 
would not want to be without it, but it should 
incorporate selectable pulleys for optimum torque 
over the speed range being used. 
What type of grinding wheel is best? 
Generally a coarse grey wheel (say, 40 grit) is useful 
for aggressive and general use plus a coloured wheel 
for finishing the process and touching up. The colour 
is the material which binds the grit and needs to be 
soft to rub away. White seems as good as any.  
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Any tips about re-mounting after rough turning? 
Alan uses external and internal spigots and leaves the 
centre dimple to allow them to be trued up as they 
distort on drying. Brian uses a router to trim the spigot 
before re-mounting. 
Comment on wood drying and use of moisture meters. 
The target % moisture content varies with the wood. 
Once fairly dry it also varies with ambient humidity. 
16% is a generally acceptable figure. Brian 
recommended repeated weighing until the weight 
stabilised. Microwaves can be used to accelerate the 
process but with care. Repeated bursts on defrost are 
likely to be least destructive so it’s still time 
consuming. Brian recommended relaxing and allowing 
the process to take its time. 
Mike Haselden has tried boiling wood to replace sap 
and accelerate the process. Most people can’t do this 
with large pieces and it risks altering the appearance. 
After rough turning the drying process should be 
slowed down to reduce the risk of splitting. Coating, 
particularly the end grain is recommended. Acrylic 
varnish is useful for this as it sticks to the wet wood. 
What is the most important safety advice? 
Lots of suggestions from the panel and the floor.  
Don’t touch revolving wood.  
Don’t move tool rest with lathe revolving.  
Check speed before starting lathe.  
Extract dust but be careful about explosive risk of 
airborne dust stream in ducts. Electrical earthing is 
recommended. (there’s been subsequent discussion 
on this, I’ll try to get a summary – Ed).  
Keep wire wool away from the grinder as it can be 
ignited by a spark. 
This could have gone on but Jon wound it up in time 
for a gallery critique (pictures on the website).   
My feeling is that this discussion was informative and 
entertaining and could usefully be repeated from time 
to time. 

Dave Gibbard  
 
17 May – PCaSO Presentation and Finishing 
The meeting included a presentation by Ian Graham-
Jones of the HWA charity of the year PCaSO. See the 
separate article in this Issue. 
For the main event we were shown finishes used by 
members Ian Woodford, Alan Sturgess and Chris 
West. Ian Woodford started us off talking about pens 
and the materials and finishes that he uses. He turns 
pens out of wood, stabilised wood and acrylic. 
For regular wood Ian prefers a finish which absorbs 
into the wood, rather than one that sits on the surface. 
Ian showed us a ‘padding lacquer’ which is like French 
polish. He applied a coat of this, then dried and buffed 
it, before applying a second coat which he also dried 
and buffed. At this point he recommended leaving it 
for 24 hours at least, before returning to apply a final 
coat. 

Continued… 
 



19 May, Finishing, continued… 
To illustrate the effectiveness of this finish he brought 
a pen, now 3 years old, in daily use, still looking great. 
 Ian noted that finishing begins with the last cut you 
take with a chisel (ideally sharpened for the last cut) 
He also advocated sanding lengthwise along the 
grain to remove sanding rings between grits. 
Ian then showed us use of a buffing wheel on a 
stabilised blank of quilted poplar. The stabilised wood 
has had the moisture replaced with resin, and so is 
hard like acrylic. Ian had 3 buffing wheels, with tripoli, 
white diamond, and the last with carnuba wax. 
Leaving the blank on the mandrel, but slackening it a 
little he was able to run it against each buffing wheel 
in turn, spinning freely. This made it easy to get a 
good consistent buff all over, whilst having a solid grip 
on the mandrel. He noted that whilst the carnuba will 
wear off over time, the stablised wood is sufficiently 
like plastic that it would not matter. 
Next he showed us an acrylic blank, this he was 
going to sand down through the grits to show the 
finish that acrylic reaches. He warned that you should 
never sand too fast, acrylic can melt if friction heat is 
too high. After sanding he finished on the same 
buffing wheel setup, though he confessed that with 
acrylic this was more habit than requirement. 
Regardless of the material and the finish, Ian likes to 
apply renaissance wax to the finished pen. 
Briefly Ian also demonstrated a technique that he 
personally is not a fan of, but is very popular amongst 
pen turners called the ‘ca blo’ technique. This uses 
Boiled Linseed Oil and super glue. First he applied 
some BLO and buffed with a cloth, then he applied a 
very few drops of thin ca glue with a cloth. The ca 
reacts with the oil and forms a coating. He repeated 
this process for 3 layers, gently keying the surface 
between to help the coats. This can be repeated 
several times to build up a solid plastic coating, 
leaving it to cure overnight to get a hard finish. This is 
very much a surface finish, rather than one that 
absorbs into the wood. 
 
Next was Alan Sturgess who makes lots of salad 
bowls and needs a food safe finish. Alan brought 
some example bowls to pass around for us to feel the 
finish. Alan suggested with oil finishes not to sand 
below 240, as burnishing the wood made it harder for 
the oil to penetrate. He demonstrated using Markoil 
82 which is a medical grade oil that is food safe, not 
tacky and doesn’t go rancid. He suggested that nut 
oils are also ok, but warned of caution on anything 
that could trigger a nut allergy. When applying the oil, 
he sands and applies at the same time. He applied a 
coat of oil, then sanded at 240. He even applied oil to 
the sandpaper before use, as he doesn’t like to start 
with dry paper. This process creates a slurry of oil 
and dust, but this prevents dust in the air. He worked 
his way up sanding and oiling to 800 grit. Lastly he 
applied a black bison wax to the exterior of the bowl. 

Alan pointed out that oil does not leave finishing mark 
rings, as can be a problem with friction polish etc, and 
is OK to re-apply once a year. 
Last up was Chris West, talking about the finishes he 
uses on Salt and Pepper mills. Like pens, these need 
to stand up to considerable handling! 
For Chris finishing starts when he fills any cracks in 
the wood. First he uses thinned melamine lacquer, for 
a water proof finish. After applying that he moves on to 
applying a Chestnut acrylic lacquer, in horizontal 
strokes and light coats. Better to apply many thin 
coats than few thick coats. He also ‘denibs’ between 
coats with 600 grit. After 3 coats with 10 mins between 
each, he leaves for 24 hours before buffing. Chris 
normally doesn’t finish the inside of the grinders, 
except something like yew, where there is a perceived 
risk from toxicity, in which case he uses a food safe 
finish. 
Chris finished up by 
providing the gallery 
critique. (Right. See website 
for more gallery pictures) 
All in all a very informative 
evening with some great tips 
and examples. I thought it 
was particularly useful to 
have many examples 
passed around to show 
what the finishes look like 
after use. 
                      Dan Would 
  
15 May – Hands-on Event 
I thought that the club could do more for the novice 
and intermediate turners so I asked Harry Woollhead if 
he would help me to organise a hands-on day. Harry 
agreed and booked a hall in Old Alresford for a 
morning of turning. We set up two lathes and grinders 
and were joined by five other members. Harry turned 
mushrooms on one lathe and I set up a project to turn 
and egg cup and egg. The morning gave everyone the 
opportunity to discuss turning problems and learn 
some new techniques in a friendly atmosphere and 
also have a lot of fun. For my part it was probably as 
enjoyable morning as I have ever had turning. Thanks 
to Alan Sturgess for lending his lathe and to Bill Willitts 
for helping out. 
We shall be organising another event later in the year 
and hope to set up three lathes next time.  

Bob Hope 
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Chris with 
segmented 
hollowform  
by Colin 
Seago 

 
    The “lads” crit. Keith’s natural edge 



AGM REPORTS 
AGM – Chairman’s Report 2009/10 
Reflecting on our achievements of the last year I can’t 
help feeling optimistic that the HWA may have turned 
something of a corner. There are a whole host of 
positive indicators that we have a healthy and vibrant 
club we can all be proud of. 
 
Membership numbers, down from the dizzy heights of 
a few years back, seem to have stabilized around the 
mid-90’s where they seem to be sustainable. 
The Novice section, which was reintroduced by Harry 
Woollhead with help from Bill Willits in 2008, has 
continued to attract new contributors.  
Thanks to the leadership and organization of Denis 
Hilditch, we supported the Wessex Heartbeat Trust 
last year and provided them with a good haul of 
turned items for auction at their Grand Dinner. The 
unsold items were sold through their charity shops. 
Takings in the raffle and the tea table are up on 
previous years and the club shop is doing really well 
thanks to Geoff and Helen’s marketing skills. One can 
hope that the success in the shop is because more of 
us are turning more often. The gallery table certainly 
seems to have been more full this year. 
Thanks to Dave Gibbard’s efforts, Your Turn has 
returned, as good as ever, in the form of a quarterly 
magazine and now shares much of its content with the 
website which has also been revamped and updated by 
new Webmaster; Dan Would.  
Last autumn we resurrected the all-day workshop with a 
very successful visit by Nick Agar. I’m sure that 
everyone who attended will agree that it was highly 
informative as well as entertaining. It was made even 
more memorable by the arrival of the Hampshire Fire 
Service when sanding dust set off the smoke detector - 
but that’s another story. 
Bob Hope laid on a great programme of events last 
year. Les, Mark Baker and Mark Sangar gave great 
professional demos as expected but let’s not forget 
the contributions of our own Steve Reed and Mike 
Haselden who gave us another couple of great 
evening presentations.  
Our Audio Visual Equipment is now working brilliantly 
and is the envy of the demonstration circuit thanks to 
Steve Page and Pete Buckles.  
Outreach activities have continued this year thanks to 
the organization of Chris West; with demos by 
several club members at various venues from village 
fetes to craft fairs.  
 
So there are many indicators that all is well with the 
HWA - but we shouldn’t rest on our laurels. On the 
agenda for this evening is a suggestions session 
where hopefully we’ll identify some ideas which we 
can build on to take the club forward to even better 
things over the next year and beyond. 

 
During the year two of our long-standing members, 
George Gale & Robert Collings passed away. As you 
all know they were both active and involved members 
of the club. George, who had served on the committee 
for many years, inspired the committee’s choice of 
charity for the forthcoming year. This year we will be 
asking members to support PCaSO, which is the local 
Prostate Cancer Support Organization and we hope to 
be able to provide them with turned items for one of 
their money raising events. Further details will be given 
out in future meetings, by email and in Your Turn. 
 
Finally, I’d like to thank my fellow committee members 
for their hard work and support over the year, much of 
it behind the scenes, ensuring that the club continues 
to be successful.  
 

Jon Gibbs, Chairman HWA, April 2010 
 
 
AGM - Treasurer’s Report for 2009-2010 
 
It has generally been a good year for finances as we 
remained within the agreed budget, and ended the 
year with a small surplus. 
Membership remained at around 85 but the club Shop 
sales increased from £250 to £961 and even in these 
lean times the monthly raffle made a profit of £200.  
Our total income was £3536.50 
 
Speakers expenses were up by over £300, all other 
outgoing remained much as the previous year.  We 
reintroduced the workshop in 2009 and I’m pleased to 
say it was well attended making a modest profit.  We 
also reintroduced the news letter Your Turn and cost 
have been kept to a minimum by over three quarters 
of the membership taking their copy by email and the 
web page. The web site has been moved to a new 
provider which cuts the hosting cost by around £80 a 
year. Our total expense was £3281.58 
 
Thus we had a surplus of £254.92 on the year, a big 
change around from last year’s loss of £676.43.  It 
was agreed by the committee and accepted by the 
meeting that subs for the coming year would remain at 
£20.  However if we are unable to get club members 
to contribute to the monthly programme then we will 
need to pay more speakers and that in turn could push 
up fees.  

Alan Sturgess 
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 COMING EVENTS 
7 June – Paul Nesbitt  
    Self re-winding spinning top. 
5 July – Bob Hope  
    An introduction to wood carving. 
2 August – Denis Hilditch and Lynda Clark 
   Denis will be showing how he made his segmented 
bottle stand and Lynda gilding on turned objects. 
Members can bring along something they have made 
which they would like to try to gild. It can be a small 
feature on a large object or a larger region of a small 
object. This is to be a hands-on creative session with 
something to take away afterwards. 
The area to be gilded can be up to a maximum of 4" 
across (dictated by the size of 1 leaf which is worth 
about £1), although smaller is obviously desirable. 

It'll look better if the colour of the area surrounding the 
gold leaf contrasts with the gold. So either stained, 
coloured, ebonised or a naturally dark timber. 
4 September – Community Woodfair, Zionshill 
Copse 
HWA have been invited to participate in this year’s 
event at Zionshill Copse, Valley park, Chandlers Ford. 
See my report from last year’s event in the Winter 
2009 issue of Your Turn. We will need some intrepid 
outdoor loving volunteers for what promises to be a 
fascinating day. 
13 November – Stuart Mortimer Workshop 
Another whole day master class at Stuart’s workshop 
in Grateley. Numbers limited so see Bob Hope with 
your booking. A bargain at £20. 

 
HWA Charity for 2010 - PCaSO 

 
The Charity being supported this 
year by Hampshire Woodturners 
Association is the local branch of 
the prostate cancer network 
PCaSO. The May meeting 
included a presentation by Ian 
Graham-Jones from the charity 
(picture right). 
You can find out more on the 
website www.pcaso.com  
You are invited to donate turned items you have made via 
the HWA monthly galleries for PCaSO to convert into funds. 
Just indicate on the gallery slip that you wish to donate the 
item. Of course if you wish to make donations of work (or 
cash of course) separately from the gallery, just let me or 
another committee member know. 
 
PCaSO have a major fund raising event as part of the 
Dummer Golf Day on 12th July (www.pcaso-doyt.info). 
There will, hopefully, be a professional auctioneer to do an 
auction of quality prizes, and also a raffle, so it would be 
marvellous if we could let them have some items before 
then. Please bring anything you wish to donate to the 
June or July meeting. 
To get the ball rolling 
Denis Hilditch has 
donated his segmented 
bottle stand from the 
April gallery. 
As you know, George 
Gale was a victim of 
prostate cancer. 
We raised £13.40 by 
selling his old 
woodturning magazines 
at the April meeting 
which will go into the 
PCaSO pot.  I’m sure we can rely on our members for 
another great charitable effort this year. 

                                                           Dave Gibbard 
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Denis Hilditch donated his 
gallery item to the PCaSO 
appeal . I’m not sure if the bottle 
was included! 



 
NEW COMPETITION PROPOSALS 

 
Once again the subject of a turning competition in the 
Club (or lack of one) raised its head at the discussion 
forum following the AGM. You can read my summary 
of the discussion on page 4. 
As a result of the lively discussion the subject was 
subsequently discussed in committee and it was 
agreed that there was sufficient interest to give it 
another try. Here’s an extract from the minutes: 
 
“There was some good support for a competition to 
be held through the year with the aim of improving the 
standard of turning in the club and to encourage more 
participation by the members. The committee 
discussed the mechanics of this in particular the 
judging system. Jon had borrowed the judging system 
rules from Surrey Association and the general feeling 
was that these were quite complicated. Various 
alternatives were discussed including popular vote 
from the members using markers or coins and judging 
by an expert panel. The decision was to hold an open 
competition four times a year on club nights with the 
novice annual award continuing as at present. The 
competition will have an open section and a themed 
section.  
The first competition will be held on 4th October.”   

Ian Woodford and I have been asked to set it up. 
Apparently we were the ones with most to say on the 
subject at the discussion forum so naturally we were 
given the job. Jon must have been honing his 
management skills!  
We’ll let you know more details at meetings, via the 
website and Your Turn as we progress. If you have 
any comments prior to that just let me or Ian know 
(preferably written down, it can get very difficult for 
us to remember things that are said when we are 
busy at meetings).  
Or phone me, write or E-mail. 
 
I must say, personally I enjoyed the competitions we 
used to have and learned a lot too. Like others I 
sometimes took issue with judging decisions but the 
debates thus provoked were grist to the mill and 
added to the interest. I regretted when they were 
stopped for lack of entries but it really became 
frustrating when there were often only 3 or 4 entries. 
It also became pointless for the winner to have such 
a hollow victory.   
 
So we need your support if it’s going to succeed this 
time.    

Dave Gibbard 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS & MEMBERSHIP 
 

2 new members: 
 
Helen Chapman from Swaythling and 
Derek Luke from Basingstoke. 
 
Please make them welcome and help them settle in. 

About half of our members have renewed their 
membership so far. If you are one of them, thank 
you. If not, please see me at the next meeting or if 
you can’t be there, you can send a cheque for £20 
payable to Hampshire Woodturners Association to 
me, Denis Hilditch  at:-  
6 Oregon Close,  
Southampton,  
SO19 2PS. 
 
If you are not going to renew, it would be helpful if 
you would let me know. 

Denis Hilditch 
 



SHOLING VALLEYS SUMMER FAYRE 
 

I’ve had a late request for a couple of volunteers to 
do the Sholing Valleys Summer Fayre  for HWA as 
part of our outreach programme.  
This is a 1-day event on Saturday 3 July at Sholing 
Valleys Study Centre, Station Road, Sholing, 
Southampton SO19 8FP. 
The proceeds of the Fayre help fund the site and 
the organisation which successfully rescued the it 
from developers for community use. 

HWA has supported this event the last 2 years. Last 
year Mike Haselden was on his own which is neither 
fair nor satisfactory. I was there the previous year 
with others and had a great time with lots of interest 
from the public. 
What is involved is bringing a few items for an exhibit 
table (chance of a few sales maybe) and bit of 
demonstrating simple turning on one of the Club 
lathes. If you can help, please let Chris West, Jon 
Gibbs or me know ASAP. 

Dave Gibbard 
 

SIGNING OFF 
 

It’s been a bit of a rush getting this done between 
returning from holiday and the June deadline. I hope 
it doesn’t show too much.  
 
It’s good to see some new blood on the committee. 
I don’t quite know why our hobby attracts so few 
women but some of those we have had have been 
particularly active and made significant contributions 
– Sue Dixon and Hillary Bowen come to mind. So 
welcome Lynda. 
Let me remind you that Lynda will be demonstrating 
gilding at the August meeting and you are invited to 
bring something along to have some gilding 
decoration added. See page 8.   
 

Keith is a relatively new member but has quickly 
made his mark as an active contributor to the Club 
and to Your Turn (see below). Welcome Keith too. 
 
HWA charity support is for PCaSO this year. Our 
typical member is in the most at-risk group for 
prostate cancer so this choice is particularly relevant. 
See the article on page 8. Remember PCaSO’s 
major fund raising event is in July so we need to get 
some donations in early. Anything you can donate 
should be brought to the June and July meetings. 
You may put the items in the gallery or just let me 
have them. 

Dave Gibbard 

 
FROG STORY 

 
This comes via the aforementioned Keith Barnes 
and it rather tickled me. Well, we all like to be 
tickled occasionally, don’t we? 
 
A frog went into a bank and approached the 
cashier. He saw from her badge that her name 
was Patricia Whack. 
"Miss Whack, I'd like a £10,000 loan to take a 
holiday."  
Patty looked at the frog doubtfully and asked his 
name. 
The frog said his name is Kermit Jagger, his dad 
is Mick Jagger, and that it's OK, he knows the 
manager. 
Patty explained that normally the bank would ask 
for some security for the loan. 
The frog said, "Sure. I have this," and produced 
a tiny porcelain elephant, about an inch tall, 
bright pink and perfectly formed. 
 

Patty said that she'd have to consult the manager. 
She found the manager and said,  
"There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out there 
who claims to know you and wants to borrow 
£10,000, and he wants to use this as collateral." 
She held up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, what 
on earth is this?" 
The bank manager looked back at her and said. 
 
"It's a knick-knack, Patty Whack;  
give the frog a loan, 
His old man's a Rolling Stone." 
 
 
That really is the end. That’s all folks… 

 


