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Harry Woollhead’s plaque was members’ 
choice at April’s “Challenge” 
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EDITORIAL: Making a Difference 
 
OK, we’re a woodturning club but members can be 

proud of our contribution to the community. There are 

numerous local events we support by demonstrations 

through the Outreach programme. Then most years 

we support a charity by donating things we have 

made for sale.  

This year we’ve gone further via our on-going 

volunteer programme to help students with learning 

difficulties at the Minstead Training Project. 

Alan Sturgess has put in a heroic effort to get this 

programme going and MTP have been delighted with 

progress. So have we volunteers but we need a 

couple more. Here’s a message from one of our 

number, Len Osborne: 

 
I would like to tell club members about my thoughts 
on showing the students at Minstead how to make 
things on a lathe. After I volunteered to help I realised 
I had no experience of even talking with people who 
were of restricted ability and I thought teaching them 
would give me problems. After my first day at 
Minstead all fears disappeared; the students are so 
pleased and happy when they have made something 
on the lathe. From a safety point of view, you let 
them hold the tool with your hands on the tool to 
control the cuts. If you tell them why you want the 
tool at a certain angle and what speed you want to 
travel they do take it in mostly. On Thursday 
afternoon Will and Emily were my two students, I set 
them the task of making a pair of dibbers with a cord 
line . Will turned his from square to round OK but I 
had to slow him down as he was taking too much 
wood off with each pass. Emily was much slower 
than Will and did not hold the gouge firmly on the rest 
so I had to hold the gouge with her and make the 
cuts. After marking out the dibbers I continued giving 
them about 10 mins each on the lathe with their own 
dibber and when they had finished them they did look 
like a pair. They both thanked me for showing and 
telling them what do; they enjoyed what they did and 
it was very satisfying for me. I now look forward to my 
one day a month at Minstead and I urge anyone who 
thinks they might like see what goes on to contact 
Alan Sturgess . Alan is looking for two more 
volunteers but if he got four I'm sure he would 
accommodate you. 
Come and join us at Minstead. 
 

Thank you Len. So how about a few more 
volunteers?   

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
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REPORTS OF HWA MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

4 March Steve Giles  

– Metal spinning and Resin work 

Soft metals like pewter 

and copper can be 

moulded around wooden 

formers when spun on a 

lathe. The technique is 

within the capability of 

most woodturners, though 

some new tools are 

needed to form and 

burnish the metal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spun metal items can either stand alone or act as 

decorative or functional inserts for turned wooden 

things. 

Steve started his demo with a pewter disc clamped 

between a bowl-shaped former at the head of the lathe 

and a block at the tail end.  

A curved forming 

tool was levered 

against the disc 

as it spun using a 

steel peg in a bar 

in the tool rest as 

a fulcrum. This 

stretched the 

metal to force it 

into the shape of 

the former.  

An additional “tool” is a wooden wedge held between 

the metal and the former (as can be seen in the top 

picture). This is withdrawn as the gap closes and is 

necessary to avoid what would otherwise be the 

unsupported edge going wavy. Steve demonstrated 

what happens without the wedge. Some of us thought 

the resulting wavy edge was quite attractive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stretching is unlikely to be uniform so the edge 

needs trimming. Turning tools will cut pewter quite easily 

so trimming can be done with the point of a skew chisel 

at right angles to the surface of the formed metal whilst 

the wooden former is still supporting it. 

Copper can also be spun though it work hardens and 

then must be annealed by heating to cherry red and 

dunking in cold water. 

 

The second part of Steve’s presentation was a talk about 

using coloured resins. He had drawn a pattern of lines on 

paper which he stuck on a bowl blank and cut it into 

pieces along the lines. The exposed surfaces had been 

sealed with clear resin to prevent the subsequent 

coloured resins bleeding into the wood. The pieces are 

then stuck back together with coloured resin, often with 

(tile) spacers to define the thickness. The re-assembled 

blank can then be turned as a normal bowl. 

 

The resins Steve was using are epoxy, coloured by the 

addition of a little artist’s oil paint. Mixing of resins with 

hardener can introduce air bubbles. Steve doesn’t 

usually see this as a problem. The removal of bubbles is 

possible with vacuum systems to suck the air out. This is 

a tricky operation as the resin tends to erupt as the 

bubbles expand under vacuum. Some claim vibration can 

be used to release bubbles but Steve doubts the efficacy 

of that method. 

  

Unfinished  

        Resin  

         Bowl 
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Steve, 
spinning, and a 
few of the tools 
you’ll need. 
Well we all like 
an excuse to 
buy tools, don’t 
we? 

 

 
Spun pewter dish and 
the wavy edge you get 
without the supporting 
wedge.  



 
Steve Giles, continued….. 

Polyester resins can also be used. These are more 

brittle but are less prone to retaining bubbles. 

The subjects covered were clearly novel to many of us 

and a high proportion of members had turned out to see 

what it was all about. 

 

After Steve’s presentation, John Davis kindly gave a 

critique of the members’ gallery. There was a good 

display on the gallery table and pictures can be seen on 

the website.  

 

3 April. AGM & HWA CHALLENGE. 

 

The start of the AGM was delayed to allow members to 

vote for their choices of the entries for the Challenge. 13 

members had entered 20 items and there was some 

impressive work on the table. More later. 

 

Once the AGM got under way and last year’s minutes 

had been accepted, Chairman John Holden presented 

his penultimate report (he is obliged by the constitution 

to stand down next year). John’s report was quite 

upbeat and is printed later in this issue. Alan Sturgess 

gave a brief update on the Minstead Project followed by 

the Treasurer’s report. It reflected a stable financial 

position (they should make him Chancellor) with no 

increase in subscriptions necessary this year. The 

Treasurer’s summary and Minstead update are printed 

later. 

  

Two of the proposed changes to the constitution were 

accepted as simply tidying up; changing “Emergency” 

General Meeting to the more usual “Extraordinary” 

General Meeting and changing references to the “Club” 

to the “Association”. However the third, to allow just one 

signature on Association cheques, provoked a heated 

debate (how refreshing!).  

The proposal was intended to bring the constitution in 

line with current practice. Cheques are rarely used now 

and the bank does not require 2 signatures. It has 

become normal practice to issue cheques with a single 

signature of either the treasurer or chairman.   

The argument against the proposal was put by ex-

chairman and a founder member of the Association 

Brian Hannam. He stated that the 2 signature rule is 

common amongst small clubs and is designed to 

protect the clubs against fraud by a single officer and to 

protect the officers against such accusations.  

After a lively debate the proposal was soundly defeated 

by show of hands. The implication for the committee is 

that the bank should be approached and if they cannot or 

will not accept the 2 signature rule an alternative will 

have to be found. Brian suggested the Unity Trust Bank 

as a possibility. 

 

With that, the committee stood down and Chris Davey 

took over for what has become the formality of election of 

a new committee. All the committee were prepared to 

stand and there were no new nominations except Pierre 

Baumann had been co-opted onto the old committee. So 

you’ve got us lot for another year. You had your chance. 

 

Duly re-elected, John awarded member of the year 

trophy to Phil Bristow for his work on the website, taking 

on the visual equipment from Steve and his progress in 

his turning work. The Les Revell cup for novice of the 

year went to Alan Baker who had apologised for his 

absence. John subsequently made the award at Furzey. 

Bottles of wine were given as tokens of appreciation to all 

the non-committee helpers. 

 

During tea the votes for the Challenge had been 

counted and Lynda had written the certificates.  

The categories were:- 

A- A toy  (7 entries) 

B- An item featuring colouring (6 entries) 

C- An item featuring piercing (5 entries) 

D- A project for Minstead Training Project (2 entries) 

49 members voted and it was very close.  

First choice was Harry Woollhead’s pierced plaque, 

second was Pierre Baumann’s train and third Jean 

Turner’s pierced, coloured vase, decorated with beads.   

There was time for all the entrants, prodded by John, to 

say a few words about their entries.  

The standard of the entries was most impressive and 

pictures of all of them can be seen on the website.  

Dave Gibbard 

 

Members’ choices 

with certificates. 

Jean (3
rd

),  

Pierre (2
nd

),  

and Harry (1
st
)  
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Chairman’s Report 
 
An AGM is a time to review the past year and assess 
how it has been.  I think we have had a very good 
year.  Our membership now stands at 90 with 8 new 
members during the year.  I hope we will always be a 
club that is friendly and welcoming.  We have had 
seven demonstrators, Greg Morton, Mark Hancock, 
Dennis Keeling, Les Thorne, Steven Daysh, Mike 
Haselden and Steve Giles and also an all-day 
masterclass with Mark Sanger.  We had a turn-in by 
three members in August, a session of ‘What’s in my 
shed’, two challenges, three hands-on days at Old 
Alresford, a Christmas social and quiz and finally 21 
members went down to Axminster Tools for a day on 
March 20th.   So our special thanks are due to Bob 
Hope ,our secretary, who books the speakers and 
does lots else besides. 
 
The association has continued with various outreach 
activities which are now co-ordinated by Pierre 
Baumman.  In addition to the regular events like the 
Party-in-the-Park at Kilham Lane and the Scholing 
Valley Fair we were invited to take part in a Heritage 
Skills weekend at The Vyne near Basingstoke and a 
rota of members covered the two-day event.  We are 
always pleased to see members at these occasions 
and if you can help, please volunteer.  A major 
development has been the regular support for the 
Minstead Training Project starting in January.  This 
project provides training to adults with learning 
difficulties and two members attend every Thursday to 
work with them at two lathes.  We have been doing 
some simple spindle turning and it is very rewarding to 
see how the students are progressing.  Items are 
being sold in the Furzey Garden shop. 
It is good to see the gallery displaying members work 
each month and I would like to see more members 
taking part.  Please don’t be shy about bringing your 
work along any critique is there to be helpful.  We can 
all learn from each other. 
 
The novice section continues to flourish under the 
guidance of Harry Woolhead.  The hands-on days at 
Old Alresford have proved very valuable and the last 
one was attended by thirteen members using six 
lathes.  
 
The association website is proving successful with 
about 28,000 hits last year and a number of contacts 
come through the site with requests and offers of 
wood etc.  So, thank you Phil for managing the site.  
Our newsletter Your Turn continues to be produced to 
a high standard by Dave Gibbard and he is always 
keen for contributions from members.  Dave also 
handles most of the club e-mails. 
 

A major contribution to the success of our meetings is 
the work put in by a lot of people.  There are the tea 
boys, the rafflers, the audio-visual men, the librarian, 
the welcome team, the display table and the shop.  
Behind the scenes the committee do a great job and as 
I said last year, they make my job easy.   
 
So I find it a privilege to be chairman of a great club. 
 

John Holden, April 2013 
 

Treasurer’s Summary 
 

My thanks to the committee and sub committees for 

staying within the agreed budget for the year. 

That fact plus the rise in membership rates to £25 last 

year has steadied the flow and the year-end sees our 

finances in good shape. 

 

Bob Hope has done a marvellous job in getting turners 

and speakers and remaining within the agreed budget  

but it’s getting harder to find professional turners that 

are willing to do an evening demo and like everyone 

else their costs are increasing. We will need to look for 

more members to do a turn or give a talk if we are to 

keep our overall cost down in the coming years. 

 

Our income was £3,958.00 with membership fees 

accounting for £2,260.00. The Raffle and Club Shop 

continue to do well and the Library is now getting more 

use and showing a small profit; likewise the Tea and 

coffee make a small profit. This year our Novice and 

Saturday workshops were also in the black. 

 

Expense was £3,047.84. Most expense items are very 

stable and move with, or slightly below inflation.  

However the purchase of shop stock was considerably 

lower than in the previous year. The one expense that 

continues to rise is postage. 

I do ask members to if at all possible take their copy of 

Your Turn by email.  Also membership renewal 

completed at the club saves postage costs. Reminder 

letters for membership renewal are also costly in terms 

of postage as well as time. 

 

On the year we had a surplus of £910.16.  It was 

agreed by the committee and accepted by the meeting 

that subs for the coming year would remain at £25.   

 

Alan Sturgess 

-5- 
 

 



8 May – Tony Halcrow  
 Multi-Centre Turning 

 

Tony has made multi centre 

turning something of a 

speciality with subjects 

ranging from female figures to 

canoes. He started his 

demonstration with a female 

figure with a hat. The blank 

was mounted between 

centres; the tailstock 

remaining in the centre but 

the headstock drive was 

moved to several offset 

positions to turn different 

parts of the figure.  

 

 

The female 

figure 

made on 

the night 

and a line-

up of 

others 

made 

previously  

 

 

 

 

You need a particular type of mind to foresee the final 

shape as the turning proceeds. Tony’s method is to 

draw the item and work out a pattern of centres which 

are marked on the end, then follow a sequence of 

turning on each centre. No doubt practice helps but 

I’m sure a lot of the designs happen by accident at 

first. 

Who’d have thought of making a wooden boat on a 

lathe? Well, taking his cue from Terry Scott’s “Wakas” 

(Maori canoes), Tony showed us how to make them 

with almost all operations being done on the lathe.  

He demonstrated just a part of 

the lengthy process and 

described the remainder. This 

time the off-centres A and B 

(picture right) are replicated at 

head and tailstock ends so that 

the boat remains parallel when 

offset.  

The top of the boat has to be sawn off and Tony likes 

to use a curved shape which is more interesting and 

accurate than a flat top. The canoe is then clamped in 

a jig to allow a number of positions along the length of 

the top to be presented to the gouge for scooping out. 

It’s easier to see what I mean from the picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fine example of a turned canoe. 

 

He finished by making a simple vase with both head 

and tailstock centres being repositioned according to 

his drawing. In this case he also included a spigot for 

holding in a chuck to drill the centre hole. Tony’s 

method is to shape as much of the inside of the neck 

as possible with a skew and with tailstock support 

before drilling the hole. Any discontinuity caused by 

movement will then occur well inside where it will not 

be noticeable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much food for thought. We’ll look forward to some 

interesting examples of the technique in future 

galleries.  

 

Speaking of which, the gallery tonight included a 

section for members to submit items for selection for 

the Forest of Bere Club competition. Pictures of our 

entries and the other gallery items can be seen on the 

website. There is a separate report on the Forest of 

Bere event. 

Dave Gibbard 
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A lovely ballerina 
by Tony 

 

 

One of 
Tony’s 
multi-
centre 
turned 
vases. 



REPORTS OF OTHER EVENTS 
 

 Saturday 2nd March. HANDS ON DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday dawned bright and sunny as I waited for the 
rush of lathes and helpers to arrive. We had bookings 
for thirteen candidates so I had dragooned some extra 
helpers and lathes so that everyone managed to have 
some good lathe time. I allocated two or three persons 
to each lathe while I manned the ever busy sharpening 
station.  
Harry had two complete novices from Old Alresford, 
potential new members and taught them to turn dibbers 
and goblets while John was teaching spindle and pen 
turning. 
Keith manfully was also turning dibbers and a goblet 
while Ian was showing box turning. 
Alan was showing a first time turner the basics and 
Mike was showing correct tool use on spindles etc. 
All went very well until we overloaded the trip with all 
the equipment running and our in house sparkies, Keith 
and Pierre came to the rescue and diverted the load to 
another circuit! 
Just as well the kettle was not affected! After lunch the 
teaching continued and everyone got some good hands 
on time which of course was the aim of the day. 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 9 March. MARK SANGER MASTERCLASS 
 

20 of us gathered at the Community Centre, Badger 
Farm, Winchester for the Mark Sanger Experience. 
Mark’s work is decorative rather than functional and his 
designs are simple and often delicate, based on his 
observations of forms found in nature. 
Mark started with one of his standards, a small bowl 

with curved wings made from wet wood, in this case 

sycamore. As a rule of thumb, if green timber is turned 

to a wall thickness of 6mm or less it will dry without 

splitting though there will be some distortion. He had 

split a log of about 5” diameter along its axis and 

trimmed the long edges and mounted on a screw chuck 

as shown in the first picture. Mark uses the tailstock for 

additional support for safety wherever possible. When 

turning wood that is not circular, it is important to keep 

the fingers the safe side of the tool rest. 

 

Mark setting up 
his first demo, 
a winged bowl. 
The finished 
bowl is shown 
below 

 

 

 

My thanks to all who gave their time and the loan 
of the equipment and for the members who came 
to learn. 

Bob Hope 
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Mark Sanger, continued 
Mark likes the versatility of a long grind gouge and he 

used this with pull cuts to shape the underside of the 

wings and bowl, finishing with a shear scraper. He left a 

spigot at the bottom of the bowl which he used to 

reverse the bowl to turn the top. The wings must be 

turned a bit at a time from the outside inwards to leave 

enough wood to support the edge as you go. A bright 

light behind the work can be useful when judging the 

thickness of the bowl. He reversed the bowl again onto 

a friction chuck with a pad of paper towel, pressure 

being applied by the tailstock. Mark keeps the scrap 

pieces of wood left in the chuck from earlier turning to 

use as friction chucks. These are roughly shaped to suit 

the bowl of the current job.    

Some sanding can be done with the lathe rotating but 

the wings are sanded by hand. Mark applies Lemon oil 

before sanding. Although the sandpaper tends to clog, 

there is no dust. The oil dries matt and a final finish can 

be applied afterwards if desired. 

 
The inspiration for 

the second demo 

was Mark’s 

interest in 

Japanese culture 

and the thought 

that imperfections 

can be perfect. 

Very deep!   

For these vessels, he uses timber (often green oak) 

containing splits. Starting with the blank between 

centres with grain parallel to the axis, the outside was 

turned with a conventionally ground gouge forming a 

spigot at the base. The vessel was left thick above the 

spigot at this stage to provide support for hollowing. 

Reversing onto the chuck allowed the inside to be 

hollowed. A pilot hole can be drilled with a saw tooth bit 

or a gouge plunged in. For the former method, Mark 

favours Colt saw tooth bits which stay sharp longer than 

most.  

Mark often scorches these vessels black. He would do 

so at this stage as the burning could damage the rim 

detail which is the next step. In fact he didn’t do any 

burning for fear of setting off the fire alarm (again). The 

rim was drilled and cut with a Japanese type saw. (Cuts 

on the draw stroke).  

Mark has found a cheap source of these saws in Lidl. 

He parted off and finished the base with a power carver 

– also from Lidl! Mark’s advice is to throw away the 

cutter that comes with it and use a decent flexicutter. 

 

For his 3
rd

 demo, Mark made a small hollow form with a 

hole far too small for a hollowing tool. There would be 

no visual difference compared with just drilling a hole; 

but hollowing makes it lighter for a better feel. The 

method was to start forming the outside shape and part 

off the top and set aside. The hollow form was made 

with a large hole, using a gouge or a hollowing tool to 

remove the inside.  

 

The top piece was 

turned to fit as a plug 

before finishing the 

outside and 

disguising the join 

with a series of 

grooves.  

 

To maintain the illusion it is important to select wood 

with a fairly straight grain pattern and make sure the 

grain on the plug lines up. An alternative would be to 

use a piece of contrasting wood. 

 

Finally Mark made a 

pot for an incense 

burner. He used a 

metal conical insert 

which can be filled with 

rice or sand to support 

incense sticks. The 

inserts are available 

from Axminster at 

£4.50.  

But if you look around you might find small jars (like fish 

paste jars) for free, provided you like fish paste.  

Alternatively you could take a leaf out of Steve Giles’s 

book and spin your own (4 March meeting). Mark often 

colours the outside with a red spirit stain overall and 

then Liberon verdigris wax. If the pot has been 

decorated with beads or grooves, the verdigris can be 

rubbed off leaving it just in the grooves. 

 

What a busy, instructive day! I hope it will inspire you to 

try a few new things and bring the results to the gallery.  

Dave Gibbard 
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20 March Visit to Axminster Tool Centre  
 

Bob Hope had arranged a group visit to Axminster 

tools and 22 of us made our way there via a car 

sharing scheme organised by Alan Sturgess. I shared 

Alan Baker’s car with Steve Page and Bill Edmunds 

and enjoyed a wide ranging discussion which would 

have solved all the country’s problems and more 

besides had I been able to recall any of it. One thing 

that does stick in my mind though is from Steve’s 

collection of Useless but Strangely Compelling Facts 

and concerns the stag gate to Charnborough Park 

Estate that you pass on the A31 near Sturminster 

Marshall. According to Steve, the view from the 

House gave the appearance of the stag having only 3 

legs. This offended the lady of the House who had a 

post added which looked like the missing 4
th
 leg. 

Unfortunately, viewed from other angles it looks like a 

fifth leg. Are you keeping up or have you nodded off? 

Sadly much craning of necks as we drove past failed 

to confirm the assertion and soon all speculation was 

suspended as we were treated to some really 

interesting stuff at Axminster. 

Our party gathered in 
the Skill Centre 
reception around a 
huge bowl which 
served as a centre 
piece and table. The 
workshops were well 
equipped and 
spotless and there 
was plenty of 
evidence of the 
numerous courses 
they run. I particularly 
liked the Windsor 
chairs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We were split into 2 groups for a programme of 
demos by Colwin Way and Jason Breach and guided 
tours of the factory and distribution centre. 
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I hadn’t seen Jason before 
and was impressed by his 
assured making of a nice box 
in olive. I resolved to try 
some of the interesting 
grinds on scrapers which 
allowed him to produce some 
fine finishes.  
Bob said he’d see if he can get Jason to come to the 
Club one day.  

Colwin gave a very 

assured demo of a 

small natural edge 

bowl in juniper. I do 

quite a few of this type 

of thing but still found 

plenty of things to be 

learned from this 

confident professional. 

He did a nice platter for 

the other group. 

 

On the tour we saw the results of investment in NC 

machines. Axminster now make all their chucks in 

house for worldwide sales. Demand is particularly 

strong for the new Evolution chuck now that teething 

troubles are said to have been overcome.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course the Axminster business 

is much larger than just the in-

house items and the large 

warehouse operation handles 

goods being received, stored and 

picked for delivery. Roy and Pierre 

had a ride on the multi-storey fork 

lift truck. The rest of us sulked a bit.  

 

 

 

 

 



Axminster Visit, continued… 
 

Most of us took the opportunity to buy from the 

extensive catalogue and the numerous special items 

at discounted prices.  

 

Tired but happy we picked up our purchases and 

nervously made or way home to face the inquisition.  

 

Dave Gibbard 

 

Footnote (or more precisely, legnote) 

On the return journey  we again tried and failed to 

count the legs of the stag in the failing light. Later I 

Googled “Stag Gate, Dorset” and lo it appeared on 

the British Listed Buildings website but with no 

mention of the leg issue. There was a section on the 

site for comments but none had been posted and 

another for pictures but again there were none. I think 

Steve owes it to us to make a visit on foot and take 

some pictures. Armed with the evidence he should 

add a comment and picture to the listing for the 

titillation of all. 

 

 
11/12 May - Forest of Bere Woodturners 
Open Days & Club Competition 
 
As always, a warm welcome greets you on entry and 
continues as you take in all that there is to be seen. 
There was a good variety of activities, you could see 
Mel Turner, not turning but demonstrating the art of 
piercing with his tiny dentist drills. Robin Lacy was the 
wood burner (pyrography) my wood burner keeps the 
workshop warm!  The pen turner was inviting visitors 
to try their hands and was getting takers. There were 
two demonstrators doing natural edge ‘pots’  and I did 
see one quite large log decide to ‘jump’ off the lathe. 
The club had devised an unusual challenge for their 
members. They had to turn something with the same 
initials as their own names and I must say some had 
been very inventive!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Mel Turner in action 

There was of course the inter-club competition where 
HWA took a well- deserved third prize ……… 
…..out of three!   
Let’s do better next year! 

Denis Hilditch 

 

 

 

 

Home Win 

for FoB in 

the Club 

competition 

 

 

 

18 May – Sholing Valleys Spring Fayre 
 

The event was attended on behalf of H.W.A. by Mike 

Haselden, Denis Hilditch & Keith Barnes.  

The fair opened for visitors at 11 o’clock.   

The rain held off but the attendance was not great for 

such a warm bright day. 

Mike turned a spalted sycamore bowl to give as a 

prize in a draw. 

This was very well received by the visitors. 

Takings for the bowl were divided between Sholing 

Valleys and the Minstead Training Project. 

Denis & Keith turned a number of small items. 

Including Dibbers, spinning tops, egg cups, apples 

and of course the favourite mushrooms. 

We took along a charity donation box (M.T.P.) for the 

visitors to give a donation for the small items turned 

on the day. 

Keith Barnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denis shows how it’s done at Sholing 
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MINSTEAD TRAINING PROJECT   
 

The students at Minstead Lodge continue to amaze me 
with their optimism and energy for woodturning.  I’m 
also surprised at the level of progress the HWA team 
has achieved to date. 
These students get about 45 minutes real time on the 
lathe each week and the same amount of time watching 
and already we are seeing 4 or 5 students being able to 
make simple cuts on their own. 
The whole process is very gratifying and we are getting 
good reports back from the centre staff on the keenness 
of the students to attend and the fact that they are 
getting items they can sell at Furzey Gardens.  
 
Last month 4 members went to Furzey Gardens to 
prepare an 80 year old boat for painting. John Holden, 
Alan Baker, Jack Mansfield and I spent best part of a 
day removing tripping hazards from the decks, cleaning 
and sanding in readiness for the students to paint.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the boat refurb team 
 
The boat will be put in the adventure area for children to 
climb over and no doubt play out their fantasies. 
   
All in all the whole experience at Minstead has been 
very rewarding.   
 
Please take time to read Len Osborne’s experience (in 
Dave’s Editorial) and give some serious thought to 
joining us volunteers at Minstead.  

Alan Sturgess 
 

 
John takes the   
opportunity to award 
the Les Revell 
trophy to 
 Novice of the Year 
  Alan Baker. 

 
 

 

A Golden Day at Furzey 
  
Thursday 25

th
 April was a beautiful spring day and a 

special day for Furzey Gardens and the Minstead 
Project.  It was the day when the garden which 
achieved a Gold at Chelsea last year was opened, 
having been rebuilt back at the gardens where it was 
conceived.  All the students, families, volunteers and 
friends were invited to share in the occasion including 
our small team of woodturners.  A large crowd came 
to witness the garden designer Chris Beardshaw open 
the garden.  He paid tribute to all the hard work put in 
by staff and students to create the garden, and 
expressed his pleasure in seeing the garden rebuilt at 
Furzey.  There was a lovely party atmosphere there 
and it was good to see how much the students we 
work with on Thursdays were enjoying the occasion.   

John Holden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Furzey Gold Medal Garden 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students from Minstead celebrate the opening of 
the re-sited Gold Medal garden at Furzey with 
Laura Trant on BBC’s South Today. There are a 
few faces familiar to HWA volunteers among this 
group. 
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Hi, All. 
Well summer is now with us. It seems to have been a long 
time coming this year so hopefully we can now spend 
more time in the workshop without our toes and fingers 
freezing. Or are you one of the lucky ones that have a 
heated workshop so no matter the temperature outside 
you can still use your workshop? That is of course if you 
can afford the energy bill.  
I try to read books or watch D.V.D. on turning or if possible 
go and watch a professional turner, this helps to give me 
inspiration for when it gets warm enough to go into the 
workshop. Another good way to get ideas is from the 
internet. “Wood Turning On Line” is a good place to start, 
and “You Tube” has lots of short videos to watch. 
 
Tool Sharpening 
I’m told consistency is more important than the actual 
profile of the cutting tool. Otherwise we are using a 
different tool after every trip to the grinder. 
It doesn't matter what the grinding wheel is made of, how 
fast it spins, whether the tool is held in a jig or freehand, or 
if we use a belt sander, so long as the same edge profile is 
repeated every time we use it. 
 
Chucking with a Tenon 
When you cut a tenon to hold your wood to a chuck try to 
make it 40% of the wood diameter.  
You also need to have a flat edge for the tenon to seat 
against the chuck. 
 
Sanding on the lathe  
Do not sand without covering your nose and mouth with a 
respirator or air filter which is approved for fine wood dust.  
A cheap paper mask is neither.  
If you think that this isn't important, come back in 20 years’ 
time and tell me again that it isn’t.  
That’s if I’m still around then. 
Try to sand from the lower or under side when possible so 
the turning direction is away from your fingers and not into 
them.  
With a variable speed lathe, you can sand at a lower 
speed, with the lathe in reverse, but from the top.  
Remove the tool rest first.  
Some turners want to sand too fast-- trying to get it done 
quickly... But sanding fast creates more friction than is 
desired--and more heat! Don't spin the piece in the lathe 
so fast that you can feel the abrasive getting hot. 
Eventually your sandpaper will stop cutting and just glaze 
over the surface. In addition, the heat can burn the wood. 
250 rpm is a good guide for maximum lathe speed on most 
pieces.  
Before applying finish to straight, tapered, or gradual 
contours, stop the lathe, and use fine grit sandpaper to 
lightly finish and sand with the grain. 

New Products 
Some of you in the past may have used Plastic Padding; 
you may still be using it for small repairs around the 
house or on the car. 
Denis Hilditch has found a similar more up to date 
product called Sugru. It is a rubber type of dough 
(silicone) that is self-setting and can be formed and 
shaped by hand for up to 30 minutes. The manufacturers 
claim once it is cured, its durable properties mean it’s 
comfortable in extreme environments from dishwashers 
to oceans in Antarctica. Cure time = 24hours. When 
cured it’s soft and flexible rather than rigid. It also has 
good electrical insulating properties.  
It forms a strong bond to most materials including wood.  
Denis was thinking it could be used to adhere a turning 
blank to a face plate as it can be removed by cutting with 
a sharp knife or chisel. 
Due to the curing time I would keep to the proven hot 
glue gun or screws, but as a general repair for 
broken tools and items like kettles etc. it could be 
useful.  
It is an American product, but I’m told you can buy it 
on the internet at a price, starting from £1.64. 
http://sugru.com/about  
If you purchase a pack or have used “Sugru” before 
can you let me know how you got on with it? So I can 
let other members know. Thanks  
Workshop Safety Lighting  
If you have fluorescent lighting in your workshop and it is 
close to your lathe you should consider fitting plastic 
sleeves over the tubes for your safety.  
Should a piece of wood or debris fly off the lathe and hit a 
protected  tube, all of the shattered glass will remain 
inside the plastic sleeve instead of spraying all over you 
and your lathe.   
These sleeves are available from good electrical 
suppliers, to fit, just slip them over the outside of 
each fluorescent tube, or buy the tube already 
encapsulated. This has got to be money well spent! 
Sticky Lids 
Are you tired of the screw lid sealing shut on your 
finishes or other jars and tins? It becomes a major job to 
get them off.  
Just put a wrap of PTFE thread tape (Teflon white 
plumbers’ tape) around the thread before you put the lid 
back on. No more stuck lids. 
This has got to be the tip of the year. 
Lathe Safety. 
Please Remember 
Before you start the lathe, spin the wood to check that it 
won't hit anything on the way round. Check that all 
bolts/clamps are tight too. Remember your safety glasses 
just in case the unexpected happens! If you are sanding 
the wood wear an air filter, especially with exotic 
hardwoods. 
I know I have written this before and I will probably 
write it again in the months to come.SO PLEASE 
WORK WITH YOUR SAFETY IN MIND. 
                       

                      Continued……                                        



 Hints and Tips Continued… 

Good Service at Wickes. 
I’m sure most of us at some time or other have had 
problems with the warranty on tools.  
Back in 2008 I purchased an electric compound mitre 
saw from Wickes. I was very impressed with its 
performance but sadly the lifting guard to the blade 
developed a fault and would not swivel when cutting. 
On closer inspection I found a part needed replacing.  
Draper Tools were the manufacturers, so I 
telephoned their spares department. Drapers were 
very helpful but told me the spares were no longer 
available for this model as it was over 4 years old. 
As the saw was in such good condition and over the 
years had had very little use I decided to contact 
Wickes direct, I first went on to their web site and 
contacted them explaining  my problem and asking 
for a trade in discount  on a new machine. 
Wickes telephone me back the same day informing 
me that discounts were at the branch manager’s 
discretion. 
So off I went to my local Wickes where I purchased 
the saw with the receipt and the old saw. The Branch 
Manager was unavailable so I spoke to the duty 
manager. I went told her of my problem and asked 
how much discount they would give me off a new 
saw. I was told they would give me 15% off. I said I 
could get 10% at B&Q and asked for the Branch 
Manager. An internal call was made and I could hear 
the duty manager say “he’s not happy with 15% and 
would like to discuss it with you”. The Branch 
Manager arrived a few minutes later and asked me 
the percentage I would consider to be fair. I said I 
was hoping for 25%. We agreed on 20% but the saw 
I would have liked was out of stock.  
The Manager was very apologetic and asked if I 
would I consider a Makita compound saw if he gave 
me the full purchase price of the old saw as a trade 
in. Considering the Makita has a much higher 
specification and I had had my saw over 4 years I 
agreed. I was also able to keep the old saw. 
 
So many thanks to the Branch Manager at Wickes 
Hedge End. I will be back to your store knowing you 
are a very fair and helpful company to purchase tools 
from. 
 
Club Night 
During discussions at a recent club meeting the 
question was asked, what causes a pimple in the 
centre of our work when turning a bowl?                                                          
Well it’s all down to the cutting edge alignment. 
When setting the tool rest, line up the cutting edge of 
the tool to the "sweet" spot. The sweet spot is an 
imaginary line drawn from the centre of the work 
piece. Above or below this line can give different 
results than anticipated. 

 

 Another Question was when to use a “Scraper”? 
Looking this up I found that you can turn an entire bowl 
or anything else, inside and out, with a scraper. It just 
takes a lot longer and there is no reason for the finish 
to be any different from that of a gouge.  
Richard Raffan contradicts this in his book “Turning 
Boxes” he tells us scrapers are strictly for internal use. 
When you need to scrape on the outside of your work, 
you’ll have more control using a skew chisel.  
The scraper is the only tool that enables you to get 
cleanly cut surfaces inside a box exactly where you 
want them.  
I would go along with Richard as I found when using a 
scraper on external shaping it tends to tear the grain or 
you can get a bad catch.  
Did you know, If you shear scrape, it is known to dull 
the tool 30 times faster than a gouge?  
 

 
 
Gallery 
Novices are encouraged to show their work on the 
gallery table at club nights. However, the person 
making the comments is unaware of the skill level. 
Some novices have been disappointed with the 
feedback they received. 
Should we have more information on the entry slips, so 
the person giving the comment is aware of the turner’s 
experience? More constructive advice could then be 
given.  What do you think?                                                                                             
  
Trophy Man 
Alan Baker was nominated “Novice of The Year”. 
Good Luck Alan, keep up the good work.  
You may remember seeing Alan’s segmented vase in 
the Spring issue of “Your Turn”. 
I understand it was a difficult decision to make this 
year as a number of new members were considered 
worthy of the trophy. Better luck next year to the other 
novices. 
At the May challenge meeting we were shown items 
from members who were previous “Novices of the 
Year” as the saying goes, from little seeds to beautiful 
trees. Or is it little acorns?   

 

 

 

 

                                 Happy turning, Keith Barnes                              

Keith.hwa@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 

  
-13- 

mailto:Keith.hwa@mypostoffice.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 

After such a busy 3 months, there’s still more to look 
forward to:- 
 

EVENING MEETINGS:  
 
3 June – Jean Turner  
In-house talent on show tonight with Jean 
demonstrating Pyrography & Vacuum Chucks 

 
1 July – Stuart King  
Always entertaining, Stuart’s topic tonight is– 
Little Boxes 
 
5 August – Turn-in  

 

OTHER EVENTS: 
 
15 June – Old Alresford Village Fete  

Come along and support Harry and the lads 

  
Party in the Park - Kilham Lane, Winchester  
End of June, to be confirmed. 

 
7 September – Community Woodfair, 
Zionshill Copse, Chandler’s Ford 
After last year’s rest, this great event is back on for 
2013 and HWA will be there. Great fun in the woods 
for the whole family. 

  

 

S
ig
n
in
g
 
O
ff
 

  

 

I hope you enjoy this bumper Summer issue of Your Turn which 

follows a busy Spring for the Club. 

A lot of people put in a great deal of work to manage such a 

programme and we need the continuing support of the members. 

For example, it would be good to see some more volunteers for the 

Minstead Project. 

And personally I’d really like some more contributions to Your Turn. 

Have a good Summer.. 

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
We have 2 new members, Rick Turner, from Salisbury and Andi Saunders, From Hedge End  
 
Recorded attendance at recent meetings was March 70, April 47, May 47. 
Please remember to sign in when you arrive! 
 
Thanks to 53 members who have paid their subs so far. If you are not one of these I would be 
grateful if you would attend to this matter in the near future. To make it simple, put a cheque in an 
envelope and send it to me at 6 Oregon Close, Southampton, SO19 2PS. If the cheque is in your 
own name there is no need for a covering letter. I will send a label to stick on your membership card. 
 

Denis C Hilditch. Membership Secretary. 
 
  
 
   
Also remember to let me know about changes of postal and E-mail addresses and ‘phone numbers. 

 
Denis Hilditch, Membership Secretary. 


