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EDITORIAL:  
 
Another year on and time to reflect. 

Haven’t we been wonderfully entertained thanks to 

Bob’s great programme of events? 

There were top class visitors demonstrating, Steve 

Daysh, Steve Giles, Mark Sanger, Tony Halcrow, 

Stuart King, Mark Baker. What I thought was really 

encouraging though was the fact that some of our 

own members came forward to give an evening’s 

demo; Adrian Smith, Jean Turner and Mike 

Haselden. In my opinion they were every bit as 

interesting as the visitors. And of course we had Les 

Thorne who defies attempts to be pigeon-holed.  

We had more member participation at the turn-in and 

the hands-on day where a variety of techniques were 

explored and problems aired. (No, not those 

problems). 

 

The highlight for me was the appreciation for the help 

we were able to give to the students at Minstead 

Training Trust culminating in the supply of new 

equipment to replace the awful old lathes we had 

been struggling with. This was to a large extent 

thanks to the heroic efforts of Alan Sturgess and the 

generosity of Axminster Tools. Read more about this 

in the Minstead column in this issue.  

 

The low point I thought was our poor showing at the 

Forest of Beer open club competition. This raises the 

perennial subject of competitions and I’m forced to 

conclude that on the whole we’re not a competitive 

lot. A straw poll suggested that many of our members 

don’t even do much turning.  

Some may call this apathy but attendance at 

meetings is consistently about 70% and furthermore 

25% take an active role on the committee or 

supporting activities. These seem very high figures 

that don’t sound like apathy to me.  

If anyone has anything to say about any of that or 

indeed anything else, send me an Email or letter or 

hand me a note. It would be nice to resurrect the 

letters page which often used to get quite lively but 

I’ve long since dropped it for lack of correspondence. 

 
Anyway, I’d like to wish you all a happy Christmas as 
we look forward to the turn of the year. 
 

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
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REPORTS OF HWA MEETINGS 
 
2 September - Mark Baker* 
 

Look in any number of museums and you will see 

pottery and metal vessels with shapes that are still in 

use today. In spite of modern design concepts these 

classical forms endure and when used in woodturning 

can be relied upon to produce a pleasing shape. (Well, I 

suppose that might depend on the Turner!) Interestingly 

many had no foot on which to stand; they were placed 

on sand or, in the case of an amphora, in a wire frame.    

To illustrate the point, Mark had brought along several 

beautiful turned bowls finished to resemble bronze like 

the one in the photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The finish is a system using multiple applications of acid 

reactive paint. Very expensive apparently but the results 

are spectacular. Different finishes are possible including 

rusted iron. 

Taking his cue from the classics, Mark’s demonstration 

was a lidded pot. He started with a piece of ash roughly 

cut to an octagonal shape to reduce the turning. This 

was mounted between centres to shape the outside and 

form a spigot for later reversing to hollow the inside. 

Mark likes to support his work using the tailstock even 

when mounted in a chuck. This is more secure and 

minimises vibration. 

 

He touched on the use of scrapers. Although 

traditionalists might not approve because they allegedly 

do not produce as clean a surface as a gouge, some 

wood can defy efforts to cut with a gouge. Most people 

will also find it easier to refine a shape with a scraper. 

(The late, great Bert Marsh said that he hadn’t found a 

surface that couldn’t be improved by scraping. Good 

enough for me.- Editor). A scraper should trail which 

can be difficult to achieve in a confined space, so Mark 

likes negative rake scrapers where the top surface 

slopes down to the scraping edge. These will effectively 

trail even if used straight on to the wood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before reversing, the outside was decorated with a series 

of beads using a bead forming tool. Though the purists 

might look down their noses at such a tool, the 

alternative of cutting each bead without a beading tool is 

time consuming even if you have the skill. A bead 

forming tool will also produce identical beads though it is 

important not to cut the bead deep with it as the crown 

might tear out. The surface prior to beading should be 

the final level of the crowns of the beads. He used a 

parting tool to create flats between beads. 

 

Mark apologised for not doing any sanding. He suffers 

from a dust allergy and his workshop is equipped with 

extraction and filtration. He admitted this is a most 

inconvenient condition for a professional wood worker. 

 

He gave a useful tip for 

cleaning up features like 

beads where sanding is 

time consuming and likely 

to remove sharp detail. He 

uses radial bristle brushes 

by 3M available in 

different grades of 

coarseness.  

 

After reversing the pot onto a chuck a slight adjustment 

was needed before doing the inside. Mark used a coring 

tool to remove a large plug of wood which subsequently 

became the lid. Such tools save wood and reduce 

shaving waste. The inside was hollowed with gouges, the 

bottom of the hollow needing a steep square grind to 

enable the bevel to rub. A ledge was left in the inside wall 

for the loose fitting lid to rest on.  

…contined… 
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Mark Baker, continued… 

Footnote: Old clay pots were finished with a variety of 

feet. Often they were simply parted off. A simple 

extension of this was to make a domed hollow in the 

base which was easy when the clay was still wet. More 

expensive pots featured a rim with parallel sides. The 

centre of the rim continued the curve of the pot.  

 

Mark showed how this can be done on a wooden pot. A 

scrap block in the chuck can be turned to take the rim 

of the pot with a pad of soft material in between. A 

microfiber towel makes an ideal pad or a piece of foam 

backed abrasive (with foam towards the pot of course). 

With the tailstock supporting the centre, the inside of 

the foot can be cut with a parting tool leaving a small 

area in the middle to be hand finished. This can be 

further developed by cutting away the rim to leave 3 

feet on which the pot stands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A helpful critique of the gallery rounded off a well 

presented and fascinating evening. All the gallery 

pictures can be seen on the website. 

Dave Gibbard 

*Mark Baker is a professional Turner and Editor of 

Woodturning Magazine as well as a welcome regular 

visitor to the Club  

 
7 October – Adrian Smith 
 
Adrian’s first challenge was to get the lathe to work, but 
it did not take long to change a fuse.  He started by 
passing round the three items shown in the gallery.  
Are they vases or hollow forms?  The important feature 
is that the neck is very narrow and they are hollowed 
out from the bottom.  He told me that the narrow neck 
was so that Mark Baker could not get his finger in and 
comment on the finish inside. 
Adrian started with a prepared piece with chucking 
spigots at each end and had been pre-drilled part way 
from the designated top.  He then roughed out the 
shape but did not make the neck too narrow as when 
re-mounted he needed the rigidity for the hollowing.   

Having roughed the shape the foot end was parted 
off creating a spigot to glue back into the base.  He 
also marked with a pencil the alignment of the pieces 
so a grain match could easily be made later. 
It was then time to do the hollowing by reversing the 
piece in the chuck, first with a gouge and then with a 
hollowing tool.  With the small hollowing tool he used 
a mole wrench clamped onto the stem to help control 
the tool, it can also double as a depth gauge. 
 
Having done the hollowing with a wall thickness of 
approximately 5-6mm, the foot was carefully fitted 
and glued in.  Then, ‘using one he prepared earlier’ 
Adrian mounted the foot end in the chuck to refine 
the top to give a pleasing flared shaped and also 
finished the body shape.  As he was planning to paint 
the piece it was sanded and then roughed slightly 
using a brass wire brush.  The final part of the turning 
was to turn a mandrel to fit the neck so that the foot 
could be finished off. 
 
The result was a most enjoyable and informative 
demonstration.  Adrian’s enthusiasm and relaxed 
style was appreciated by all.  He admitted never 
having had a lesson, that it was very difficult to turn 
with the lathe running backwards and he called his 
tools diamond ground as the bevels are multi-
faceted!  But he did emphasise the cutting edge must 
be sharp. 
 
So, Adrian, thanks for a great evening. 

John Holden 
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Adrian and a nicely 
coloured version of 
one of his vases 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The regular November slot for Les Thorne is as 

popular as ever judging from the attendance and 

gallery entries. It’s easy to see why. Les always has 

something interesting to say and does so in a 

compelling if sometimes provocative fashion.  

Tonight his main course was about salt and pepper 

mills and there was a delicious dessert to follow. 

It’s a pity our mill specialist Chris West wasn’t there to 

heckle, I think Les was actually looking forward to the 

banter, but in the event there was no shortage of that. 

So, on with the show… 

 

Les tries to standardise designs and procedures as far 

as possible to reduce production time to a minimum. 

He has developed a particular design for his mills and 

makes them in batches of about 50. However he gives 

them a “bespoke” appearance by varying the finish. He 

always colours them because plain wooden mills are 

readily available and cheap. The coloured finish makes 

each one individual and helps to justify a price of about 

£60 a time.  

He only uses the crush grind type mechanism in spite 

of the cost. These always work, so he gets no 

complaints, and are guaranteed for a long time. Even 

the occasional one replaced under warranty is turned 

into an earner since a new mill is required because the 

mechanism doesn’t come out and the mill is 

chargeable. Even O’Leary could learn something from 

this man! 

 

The picture 

shows a section 

through a mill 

together with 

the mechanism.  

 

Les starts with a hexagonal blank (always worth 

taking the “corners” off a square section with a band 

saw to reduce turning time and initial vibration). 

Before turning, the blanks are drilled on the lathe 

using Forstner bits for the large holes and a twist drill 

for the straight through as that is much faster. 

Beware though, drilling on the lathe like this requires 

a powerful lathe with robust bearings and tailstock 

mechanism. The recess for the securing tabs on the 

grinder is cut with a recess tool as used in thread 

chasing but it is common practice to simply glue the 

grinder in place. Either way it is almost impossible to 

remove it once it is in. 

 

Using the drilled hole to locate the blank, it is 

mounted between centres and driven by friction. The 

bead at the bottom is turned and shaped by sanding. 

This is quicker than cutting the bead. It is then spray 

painted black before the body is turned. This avoids 

the need for fiddly masking or brushwork because 

the overspray is turned away.  

The cap is turned with the capstan in position for 

support. The end grain at the top doesn’t stain well 

so it too is spray painted black. It’s also a nice 

contrast with the body stain. 

 

The 2 parts are pushed together and stained with 

acrylic stains. Les applies different colours in turn, 

allowing each to dry and gently sanding with the 

grain between applications. The variation in wood 

hardness, particularly if there is a natural ripple 

produces a pleasing variation in colour density. Final 

finish is with multiple coats of acrylic clear gloss for a 

shiny hard wearing finish. Finally a button of black or 

white Corion is popped in the hole in the top to 

indicate salt or pepper. Les usually leaves this until 

the customer has selected the mills. He does not 

attempt to make matched pairs as experienced has 

taught him that people like to select them individually 

anyway. 

 

The “dessert” was pure indulgence. Les doesn’t 

regard wet turning as commercially worthwhile (Bert 

Marsh might have disagreed) but it can be great fun 

and there’s plenty of wood around after the gales. 

 
…continued… 
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Les Thorne, continued… 
 

The joy of making streams of shavings from a log of holly 

was evident and prompted Steve Page to shelter under 

his brolly. (OK Les, we’ll clear it up).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaping the inside first is a challenge to most people as 

you can’t see the shape but if you can get away with it, it 

leaves the easier task of turning the outside to a very thin 

wall thickness.  

Les made me promise not to use the more exciting 

images from the demo for fear of woodturning police so I’ll 

just say it involved illuminating from the inside of the bowl 

with the house lights off.  

 

Great entertainment and a brilliant result. 

 

There was just time for a few well chosen words about 

some of the items on the gallery table. A most impressive 

display of 19 items tonight, pictures of which can be seen 

on the website. Follow that! 

Dave Gibbard  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Les’s delightful wet turned bowl.    
 
 
Post script.  
36 hours later, the wet bowl had shrunk to give a 
delightful wavy edge, one of the things I love about 
wet turning. However, the foot had split. I know there 
was no time at the demo but I’m sure Les would 
agree that if you want such a foot on a wet turned 
bowl it is safer to make a separate one from 
contrasting dry wood and join the two parts. 

 
  

 

3 Wheeled buggy challenge 
 

I can’t put all the gallery pictures in; you can see them all on the website. 
 But I thought I’d just show you this one as an 
example of what you could make for the 
Christmas buggy challenge. It is Chairman John’s 
effort.  
Just to remind you, you are invited to make a 3 
wheeled buggy entirely of wood, (apart from glue 
and the finish), no more than 6” wide.  
The entries will be released down an 8 foot ramp. 
The buggy travelling furthest across the hall in a 
straight line will be the winner.  
There will also be a prize for the best looking 
buggy. 
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REPORTS OF OTHER EVENTS 
 

7 September – Community Woodfair, Zionshill 

Copse, Chandlers Ford. 
 
At 8.30 Denis Hilditch, Pierre Baumann, Dave Gibbard 
and I met at the Knightwood Leisure Centre to load all 
the gear into Pierre’s trailer to take into the woods for 
the Community Woodfair. We had 2 generators, lathes, 
gazebos, chairs, turning tools, boxes of wood, tables, 
packed lunches and lots of odds and ends. The weather 
looked unsettled which presented us with the first 
challenge of the day, to erect the gazebos without the 
instructions!  We must have made an amusing 
spectacle that resembled an episode of Dad’s army but 
eventually four great minds achieved the result albeit 
after a call to Dave’s son-in-law for advice. Later we 
were glad of the cover and at one time we had a dozen 
members of the public sheltering under them. Dave 
tried to charge them £1 each but they mistook his offer 
as a joke.  
 
Visitors were a little slow to start with but through the 
day there was a steady stream of people who were 
interested in what we were doing. Several club 
members and a few potential members came along as 
well and it was good to see them.  
 
I had taken along a box of assorted items very modestly 
priced and these were displayed on the table.  At the 
lathes we turned various objects to help stock the table 
as well. The coloured apples attracted everyone’s 
attention but they did not sell. Too realistic maybe; one 
young lad tried to take a bite out of one! However, the 
mushrooms, spinning tops and ‘Bic’ pens and goblets 
sold well. In all we took an amazing £87.60 which we 
will use to support our work at the Minstead Training 
Project. 

The Community Woodfair is organised by Test Valley 
Borough Council and is a really good event, not only is it 
free but there is something for everyone in the family.  It 
was clear the children were having a great time, as did 
we. I hope we can continue to support this event in the 
future. 

John Holden 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

Bad for your Elf 
Father Christmas was playing golf with one of his helpers, an elf called Tipsy. He was not called 

Tipsy for nothing and he was missing every shot. And when he missed, he cried "Jesus wept!" 

Now Santa was a great pal of God’s and this offended him. He warned Tipsy not to take The Lord's 

name in vain. But the next shot was way off the fairway and Tipsy again exclaimed "Jesus wept!" 

"If you continue to blaspheme like that, God will strike you dead," warned Father Christmas.  

They played again and Tipsy missed the green. "Jesus wept!" he shouted.  

With that, a black thundercloud loomed overhead and a bolt of lightning crashed down and struck 

dead ... Father Christmas!  

And from the heavens came an anguished cry….. "Jesus wept!"  
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COMING EVENTS 

 
2 December – Christmas Social 
  
You are invited to make a 3 wheeled buggy entirely of 
wood, no more than 6” wide which will be released 
down an 8 foot ramp. The buggy travelling furthest 
across the hall in a straight line will be the winner.  
There will also be a prize for the best looking buggy. 
There will be no gallery other than the display of 
buggies. 
We will, as usual hold a quiz with prizes for the 
winning team. 
Free mince pies, tea and coffee.  
You are welcome to bring wives/ spouses/ partners/ 
lovers etc, perhaps not at the same time. 
 

6 January – Paul Nesbitt  
We welcome back Paul from Surrey Woodturners who 
will be making a table lamp. 
 

3 February Club Challenge and Minstead 
presentation 
  
The challenge this time is an open competition.  
Make what you like. Prizes of £30, £20 and £10 for 1

st
, 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 choices of the members attending. 
Please have a go, even if you are not very 
experienced. Remember novice turners have done 
well in previous rounds of the Challenge. 
 
We also hope to have a presentation by the Minstead 
Training Trust explaining their work and aims and how 
the help HWA are providing fits in.   
 

REMAINING PROGRAMME FOR 2014: 
 
EVENING MEETINGS: 
 
Monday 3 March  Paul Jones, 

         Long stem goblet 

Monday 7 April – AGM  
 

Tuesday 6 May – Turn-in 
 
Monday 2 June – Peter Moncrief-Jury 

          Oriental design 

Monday 7 July – Ron Caddy 
           Pen making 

Monday 4 August – Robert Bishop 
           Hollow Forms 

Monday 1 September  

           Club Challenge 

Monday 6 October – Ian Woodford 
 

Monday 3 November – Les Thorne 
 
Monday 1 December – Christmas Social 
 

SATURDAY WORKSHOP: 
 
15 March – Colwyn Way of Axminster Tools. 

To be held at the community centre, Badger Farm 
Winchester (next to Sainsbury’s). See Bob Hope to 
reserve your place.  
 
Our thanks are due to Bob for producing yet another 
great programme of outstanding value. Editor   
 

SHOP NEWS 
 
Derek Barkaway and Andi Saunders have taken over 
the shop.  
Here’s a summary of the items currently stocked  
 
Hermes Sanding cloth at £3.50 per metre,  
   Grits P80, 120, 150, 180, 240, 320, 400, 600. 
Hermes 2” sanding discs, Velcro backed at £1.50 per 
pack of 10. Grits P80, 100, 120, 150, 180, 240, 400.  
Disc pads, 2”, £7.00 each 
Dust masks FFP2S EN 149 at £3.00 each 
Cyanoacrylate (super) glue, 50g bottles thin, medium 
and thick at £5.00 each.  
Cyanoacrylate de-bonder £2.00 each 
Accelerator £3.00 each 
Polyurethane adhesive £7.50 
Food grade finishing oil, £3.00 per 500 ml. 
Rubber stoppers £4.40 per pack of 10 

Derek and Andi would like your views on the items 
stocked and what you would like to see that you might 
buy regularly. 
 
And here’s an update from Bob Hope about the 

Axminster tools discount. 
 
As you may recall we have negotiated a discount from 
the Woodturning section of their catalogue which is 
10% off lathes and 15% off other items in that section. 
This has not worked too well so far, so the Committee 
has decided that orders should be for goods over the 
value of £100 per individual order from one member, 
paid for in advance.  The goods have to be delivered 
to one designated location and will be brought to a 
club meeting from there. 
If you wish to place an order please contact Bob Hope 
by e mail hopebob1@aol.com and he will place the 
order and bring the goods to the following meeting. 
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Well what a 3 months it has been with so much going 
on apart from teaching the students. 
 
Firstly and sadly Peter Wilcocks had to stand down due 
to his ongoing hip problems. He found it impossible to 
stand at the lathe for 6 hours. We hope that once he 
has had surgery he will return and wish him well in the 
meantime. 
Our efforts of fundraising were far more successful than 
we could ever have hoped for.  Thanks to donations 
from members and companies plus the takings from the 
Zionshill event we managed to raise £1,000.  Some of 
the donations qualified for Gift Aid Tax Relief so the true 
value was more in the region of £1200 plus the £200 gift 
from Nationwide we had a real budget to work with. 
 
A chance meeting with Colwin Way and Alan Styles at 
the New Forest Show at the end of July led to them 
offering very favourable terms for our replacement lathe 
project.  A few letters and emails later they also 
committed to donate the chucks to suit. In late 
September we ordered two Axminster AT1416vs lathes. 
Superb lathes with electronic variable speed and good 
quality build complete with live and drive centres. Two 
sets of Crown turning tools, screw chucks, a Creusen 
grinder and some consumables. True to their word 
Axminster supplied two Evolution SK114 chucks with ‘C’ 
jaws. 
 
We agreed a new layout for the lathes with the staff at 
Minstead and Russell built us a new set of benches. 
The equipment arrived on 23rd October. Len and I 
checked and put it together after our session on 24

th
. 

Russell completed the benches and bolted the lathes in 
position in time for the Pierre & Dave’s session on the 
31st.  So we can no longer blame the equipment.  We 
have a few more mods to make but this has been a 
great leap forward.  We will be inviting Axminster to 
come and do an official handover as soon as we finish 
the installation. 
 
The article Dave Gibbard has written for the 
Woodturning magazine is due to be published in 
February (we think) in issue 262. 
 
September also saw the Minstead Training trust Open 
Days. John, Len, Dave and I were in attendance with 
some of our students doing some turning. 

Visitors to the open days were mainly families with a 
prospective student visiting to judge suitability, but 
there were also the board of trustees, general public 
and neighbours.  
 
At the end of Saturday we were visited by BBC South 
Today news reader and presenter Laura Trant who 
was very impressed with what the students had 
achieved and purchased quite a few items, she was 
good enough to have photos taken with the students 
present. (see front page). In fact we sold over £200 
worth of goods on the Saturday alone. 
 
As for the woodturning the progress is still moving in 
the right direction and currently the focus is on making 
Christmas decorations. 

Alan Sturgess 
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Natalie wonders if things 
will be better with a new 
lathe….. 
 
Dave shows off his 
Christmas tree made on 
that shiny new lathe. 

 

Some items made 
by students 
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Hi, All. 
You may have guessed by now my background is in 
Electrical Engineering, Contracting and Maintenance of 
electrical machine and equipment. 
So I have a lot of knowledge of “Safe Electrical systems 
and practices”.  
With Gas you can smell it. Water you can see it. 
Electricity you can’t smell it, or see it, only feel it and when 
you do it hurts and can cause death. 
( O/K I said this before) 
So be prepared, check your electrical equipment on a 
regular basis, get things correct first time and you won’t 
have any problems. If it helps keep a written log for when 
you last checked your electrical systems and equipment 
out.      
 
Electrical Safety 
Before you carry out any maintenance on your equipment 
wait for the machine to stop moving. i.e., blades or cutters 
have stopped rotating.  
Isolate it from the electrical supply this can be by switching 
the main supply off at the mains unit or pulling out the 
plug. Don’t rely on just switching the switch on the socket 
off.   
The above is not only for electrical but any repair / 
maintenance of your equipment. 
If you do not check the condition of extension leads, 
cables and connection and use them correctly, you could 
get an electric shock. 
 
All modern electrical equipment in the U.K. uses the 
familiar square- pin 13 amp plug. These plugs are fitted to 
most of the equipment we use as wood turners. 
For industrial use colour coded plugs are often used with 
their own individual control/ fuses.   
All plugs and cables can suffer damage, particularly if they 
are connected to hand-held tools. Checking a plug and its 
cable does not need a lot of detailed electrical knowledge 
and these tips should help. 
With the plug removed from the socket, check the cable 
from end to end and ask the following question. 
Is the cable cut, worn or damaged in any way? 
One common place a cable can get damaged is at the 
entry into a plug or at the point where the cable enters the 
hand tool. The inner coloured cables can get severed with 
the constant movement.  
There should preferably be no joints in the cable, and 
certainly no repairs with insulating tape. 
 
Checking the plug 
Remove the plug from the socket and check the plug is not 
damaged. 
 

Check that the screws holding the three coloured   wires 
are tight and each wire is securely fitted in its connection.  
Look for signs of overheating, such as discoloured 
casing, cable or blue marks on the plug pins. 
Check that the plug is marked British Standard BS 1363 
if it not, replace it. 
Plugs not of BS standard can be a safety hazard.   
Check that the cable sheath is firmly clamped in the plug 
and that no colour wires are showing. (or bare wires) 
Check that: 
The brown wire goes to live (L): 
The blue wire goes to neutral (N):  
The green-yellow wire goes to earth. (E)  
If you have pre 1970 equipment Red is live (L)  
Black is neutral (N)   
Green is earth (E) 
 
Checking Extension leads. 
If for any reason you need to check that an extension 
lead cable is correctly wired and fused, carry out the 
following. 
Remove the plug from the socket, and remove the cover 
in the same way as checking the equipment lead. 
Check the trailing socket in the same manner as the plug. 
This is the same for all plugs and trailing sockets. 
The plug and cable can suffer damage, particularly if they 
are connected to your hand held tools, or used in rough 
terrain.   
Check that the screws holding the three wires are tight. 
And each wire is securely fitted.  
Check fuse rating. Is it correct? 
The cable clamp must also be secure on the cable 
Again as with equipment leads there should preferably be 
no joints in the cable, and no repairs with insulating tape 
or any other form of tape. 
 
Plug fuse rating. 
For your convenience you will need just 2 standard plug 
fuses with ratings of (3A and13A). 
For equipment up to 700watts, you use 3amp fuses. For 
those over 700 watts, you use a 13 amp fuse. 
 
Standard electrical equation.  
Volts x Amps = Watts  
                     i.e. ( 230volts x 3 amps = 690 watts)   
Watts ÷ Volts = Amps  
                     i.e. ( 690 watts ÷ 230volts = 3.0 amps) 
 
As pointed out in previous issue of “Your Turn” if you are 
using your electrical tools/equipment outside in the open 
make sure you use a RCD unit whether it is a plug in type 
or a fitted R.C.C.D socket. 
                             
 Happy turning and be “SAFE” 
  
                                                       Keith Barnes 



NOVICE CORNER 
 
When I started to turning I had a shock as it dawned on 
me that I had to learn how to learn. After a career in 
Engineering and being badminton coach I was good at 
giving orders on subjects I was familiar with. But coming 
cold to turning it was obvious after a while things were 
not sinking in. I was paying more attention to getting the 
feel correct rather than the basic positions that have to 
be maintained. It did not help that I am a left handed 
and turned right handed. It was not until I had been told 
twice sometimes 3 times the point would sink in.  
So on the premise that a good point is worth making 
twice I intend to repeat some of the tips that have been 
given before. After all nothing is new, just recycled a 
different way. 
 
Sanding sealer  
 
I am aware of 3 possibilities and I am sure the experts 
will give a lot more, but they are. 
 
1.  Apply the cellulose sealer neat straight from the tin. 
This is fine but why do some woods take the coating 
better than others and why do I get groves even though 
the coating was applied with paper towels and virtually 
burnished straight away at 2000 rpm?  
 
2.  On Harry Woollhead’s advice I mixed a 50/50 
solution of cellulose thinners and sealer. Took one of 
my granddaughters old feeding bottles cut the top of the 
dummy down to allow a brush to remain suspended like 
a nail varnish bottle. This was fine and I managed to 
end up with a smoother coated product. 
 
3.  Dave Gibbard offered a different approach that he 
had picked up from the late great Bert Marsh as follows:  
Apply several times during the process of sanding 
through the grits, starting after the first grit (60 or 
80).This allows it to penetrate whilst the surface is still 
fairly rough. If the wood is a bit flaky (e.g. spalted) it 
helps stabilise it too. Then sand again with the same grit 
before moving on. Do this 3 times after progressing to 
finer grits and don’t usually put any more on after the 
last one, just the final finish of e.g. wax. By the way, 
stop the lathe after each grit and sand by hand in the 
direction of the grain. This removes any “rings” of 
scratches. 
 
If you have seen any of Dave’s work on the table you 
know this works 

 
Oil finishing was a preferred option by Harry at the 
last meeting for his Walnut bowl. He had put on 4 
coats, with a rest in between to allow the oil to soak 
before applying the next coat. Then he applied a wax 
finish.  
 
Carnauba Wax was mentioned and how to use it. The 
wax had to be burnished on to the polishing wheel by 
holding it hard against the wheel max speed around 
3000 rpm. This generates enough heat to melt it on to 
the material. Then with firm grip the wood can be 
polished. Ensure you offer the wood up to the bottom 
of the wheel. Use a white Webrax pad to finish the 
work off.  
 
Long Worth Chuck. 
 
I had pleasant surprise after talking to Pierre 
Baumann he sent me a copy of an article on how to 
make a Longworth chuck that was very interesting. I 
will be putting on to the web site but if anybody would 
like a copy please let me know. I will have few paper 
copies at the next meeting.  
 
Harry made a very good point at the last meeting as 
he had suffered from his grandchildren using his 
rather splendid bowl as a car race track. So the moral 
must be to keep the kids away from your latest entry 
for the club table. 
 

Alan Baker 
 
Alan has taken over the Novice Corner It’s good to 
have another contributor, hopefully on a regular basis. 
I like the way advice on methods is related to personal 
difficulties. It would be nice if Alan could get other 
novices to describe what they are struggling with and 
come up with some advice or at least relate the 
problem here for suggestions from members.  

Editor 
 

Hot off the Press – Hands-on day 

 
Harry has booked the Alresford Church hall for the 
22

nd
 February for another “Hands-On” day with lathes 

and experienced turners to help you hone your skills. 
Make a note in your diary as it is well worth attending 
and look out for more details. Contact Bob Hope or 
Harry if you’d like to come..  
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Another issue wrapped up. It really helps to have regular contributions from Alan Sturgess, 
Bob Hope, Keith Barnes, Denis Hilditch and now Alan Baker. Thanks to John Holden for 
the Adrian Smith report from the meeting I missed and Derek Barkaway and Andi 
Saunders for the shop item.  
It can still be a bit daunting when the time comes to get it all together.  
I can now have a think about that buggy for the Christmas meeting.  
Appreciating the sophisticated humour of our members, I leave you with these gems from 
last year’s Christmas crackers… Ho Ho Ho 

Dave Gibbard, Editor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
We have another 2 new members, Chris White from Alresford and Greg Long from Gosport.  
Membership currently stands at 86.  
 
Recorded attendance at recent meetings was September 59, October 59, November 56. Anyone who 
was at the November meeting will find it hard to believe the recorded figure of 56. It appears that 
some members are still forgetting to sign in so please try to make it a habit. This is a requirement of 
health and safety. If we have to evacuate the building (unlikely but possible), say in the event of fire I 
have to account for everyone being out safely. 
 
Finally, Remember to let me know about changes of postal and E-mail addresses and ‘phone 
numbers. 
                                                                                                     Merry Christmas. 

Denis Hilditch. Membership Secretary. 

Just Checking, mates 
Nothing to do with membership, but while I have the floor, I wonder if anyone can help with this… 
 

I have several sets of brass chess 
pieces which were to be matched with 
aluminium ones which were failures!  
Now I need a way to colour the brass 
pieces in 2 different colours of course. 
Bearing in mind they will be handled a 
lot and suffer some knocks, can 
anyone suggest a method of colouring 
please? 

 

What do a sperm and a 

lawyer have in common? 

They both have a one in a 

billion chance of becoming a 

human. 

A French Cat, Un Deux Trois, and 

an English cat, One Two Three, 

went for a swimming race round a 

lake. Who won? 

One Two Thee, because Un Deux 

Trois Quatre Cinque. 

 


