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Editorial 
 
The “festive” season has come round too quickly 
again. That’s another year of my allocation gone. 
 
This Christmas we have seen quite a surge in 
membership which now stands at 91. Not quite back 
to the peak but nonetheless it is great to see this 
resurgence of interest and a noticeable reduction in 
the average age of our members. Our membership 
secretary, Bill Willits, has been unwell and has given 
up the post. We are pleased that Keith Barnes has 
been able to step in. In his column Keith describes 
some of the things we are doing to help new 
members develop their interest.  
 
The popularity of Harry Woollhead’s novice corner 
has presented some problems most clubs would love 
to have and the mentoring load has had to be spread 
by splitting the group. Alan Baker now shares the 
Monday evening slot and has asked whether some of 
the experienced turners could help field some of the 
questions.  
Bob Hope organised another hands-on day for 
members to get some practice under the watchful 
eyes of established turners. 
There is a planned change to our evening turn-ins 
too with more emphasis on giving members a chance 
to try things for themselves. We’ll see how it goes at 
the first one in February. 
 
Some of the new members first saw us at outreach 
events like Zionshill Copse (see the report on page 
6). Pierre Baumann has the job of keeping track of 
such events and seeing whether we, as a Club, can 
field people with lathes to demonstrate. If you belong 
to or know of a local organisation planning an event 
like a fete which would benefit from a woodturning 
display, Pierre would be interested to hear from you. 
Newcomers might like to know that a few years ago 
one of our members, Chris West, helped us get a 
grant from the National Lottery with which we bought 
a lathe and invested in audio visual equipment. Part 
of the justification for the award was to enable us to 
take our craft to the community. One way of doing 
this is via our “outreach” programme.     
 
Finally, I’d like to draw your attention to Bob’s 
impressive programme of events for next year on 
page 7. I hope you enjoy your turning in 2016. 

Dave Gibbard 

 
Cover picture – Lattice bowl by John Wyatt 
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REPORTS OF MEETINGS 
 
7 September – Jennie Starbuck 
 

Jennie, from Surrey 
Woodturners, is a 
regular visitor and can 
be relied upon to give 
an interesting 
presentation packed 
with ideas. She 
borrows materials and 
techniques from 
numerous unrelated 
crafts and applies 
them to her 
woodturning.  

Some things she does would bring a frown to the 
faces of traditionalists but she certainly gives 
anything a try. Often the results are most attractive, 
converting a plain turned item into something special.  
 
It was only possible for her to give a taste in a couple 
of hours, but Jennie has kindly offered to send details 
of her methods, tools and materials to any member 
who asks on jennie@artycraftywoodturning.com. I 
have copies and confirm that they are very 
comprehensive.  
 
Jennie’s lathe is a cheap one modified by engineer 
hubbie Chris to produce smooth running with lots of 
torque. Chris is also responsible for the numerous 
tools and jigs she uses. Do you rent him out, Jennie? 
 
 Her favourite turning tool is a Hamlet bowl gouge 
with a fairly normal grind. For her type of work she 
doesn’t like the more extreme ground back wings 
currently in vogue. She uses a Tru Grind jig for 
sharpening, considering it worth the outlay for speed 
and consistency. 
 

Her starting point is often a shallow bowl or platter but 

if intended for piercing e.g. with a burr on a Dremel 

tool, it has to be thin (as little as 1mm) requiring 

special care to cope with vibration. She had a few tips 

to deal with this. Firstly, leave a thicker bead right at 

the edge when turning a thin rim to give extra 

support. Vibration is usually speed sensitive so try 

going faster. Take very small cuts maybe with a 

larger tool. Try shear scraping. Hold a pad against 

the back of the bowl to act as a damper. Holding this 

and the tool on the rest at the same time needs a bit 

of practice.  For this and other operations she 

advocates taking time merely to practice rather than 

trying to make an end product as most of us do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A common starting point for many forms of decoration 
is to make a groove or recess which can be filled with 
polyester casting resin. The resin can be clear or 
loaded with dye or metal powder. It can be used to 
encapsulate thin items cut from wood or card etc or 
coloured granules. I particularly liked her platter with 
a black card ring encapsulated in the rim, the card 
having cut outs of various shapes.  
 

Simple punches 
like this are 
available in craft 
shops to cut a 
large variety of 
shapes from 
card. 
 
 
Almost anything can be encapsulated in the resin 
though it may need sticking in place to prevent it 
floating up before becoming set. This includes coins 
or natural items like leaves or flower petals. It is a 
good precaution on light wood to seal the wood with 
acrylic sanding sealer before pouring coloured resin 
to prevent it bleeding through the pores. 
 

When using casting resin you always mix more than 
you use. A useful tip is to pour the excess each time 
into a plastic cup where it will set. The resulting block 
of various coloured resins can then be used as a 
turning blank. 

Continued….. 

 

  

 

 

 

Example of platter 
with pierced rim 

Punched card 
encapsulated in 
resin in rim of 
this platter 
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Jennie Starbuck, continued… 
 
The resin surface can be cut, sanded and polished as 
wood but it might be harder or softer than the wood 
so it is best to try not running the tool or sandpaper 
cross the boundary.  
 
When applying spray paint, stickers can be used as 
masks or stencils. If you carefully go round the outline 
with a pyrography tool it will seal the edge and 
prevent paint bleeding through the wood.  
 
I’m sure I only got a fraction of that but if it has 
whetted your appetite remember Jennie will send you 
all the details. 
 

Finally Jennie reviewed the members’ gallery which 
as usual had some very nice items but rather too few. 
We all love to see what others are making so how 
about some more work on the table? Pictures of all 
the gallery items can be seen on the website. 

Dave Gibbard 

 

5 October – John Wyatt, Lattice Bowls 
 
There was a good turnout considering it was a wet 
and windy October evening. We were treated to an 
interesting demonstration of Lattice Work Bowls by 
John Wyatt who is quite new to the demonstrating 
circuit. 
 
John is Chairman of the Forest of Beer Woodturners 
and regards himself as “just” a Hobby turner, having 
taken up turning upon his retirement 15 years ago. 
 
Due to the intricacy and repetitive nature of the work, 
John brought along a selection of pieces in poplar at 
different stages, so that he could move the 
demonstration along at a pace to fit into his time slot. 
A complete bowl would take too long to complete. 
 
Nonetheless, John found time to explain the 
difference between bowl and spindle gouges to the 
novices in the group when asked to do so by a 
member of the audience. 
 
Because of the nature of the work John turned the 
inside of the bowl first, unlike the normal method for  
a traditional bowl. Once the inside was shaped John 
then used a Dremel fitted to a customised sledge on 
a plywood shelf, to make a number of indexed cuts 
from near the centre of the bowl out to the rim. Using 
this method he was able to make angled cuts rather 
than straight ones. 

 Following the tea break, John reversed the piece on 
the lathe via the spigot he had left in the centre and 
proceeded to turn the outside of the bowl, using a set 
of LED lights on the inside to guide the depth of his 
cuts. He made a series of grooves to break through 
where they crossed the inside ones. 
 
He then explained how he tidies up the latticework 
using a small file, and then how he finishes the bowl 
with an oil coat. John is not a fan of colouring wood. 
 
Following a healthy round of applause John then 
moved over to the Gallery table to critique the work 
on display. Amongst the work on display was a 
number raided from the “Novice Corner” when only 
three pieces had been entered.  
 

Andi Saunders 
 
Thanks for standing in for me, Andi. It seems I 
missed a good demo. Shame about the poor show on 
the gallery table, thanks to the novices for saving the 
day. 

Editor 
   
 
 

  
 
  

 

 

 

Examples of John 
Wyatt’s lattice 
bowls and his 
Dremel “sledge” 
below. 
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   2 November – Les Thorne  Showtime  
 
Traffic chaos outside delayed the start and we went 
ahead without the video system as Steve hadn’t 
arrived. This was set up as Les carried on. If anyone 
can cope with such setbacks surely Les can? 
Eventually a record audience of 73 turned up. 
 
Acknowledging the large number of new and 
generally inexperienced members, Les went back to 
basics and demonstrated making a candlestick. This 
involved both spindle and “faceplate” turning, the 
latter referring to wood mounted on the lathe with 
grain at right angles to the axis. It also, involves a 
joint. It’s a good idea to draw the shape before 
starting or get one from a book. 
 
Starting with the base, there are many ways of 
holding the blank but since the hole would not be 
visible, a screw chuck was the obvious choice. The 
blank had been cut into an octagonal shape rather 
than circular to avoid creating a bias on the bandsaw 
blade. The time required to go from octagon to circle 
on the lathe is negligible. For this, Les used a bowl 
gouge, not a roughing gouge which is not designed 
for faceplate work. His bowl gouge was ground with a 
long grind which is more versatile than traditional 
grinds allowing both pull and push cuts. 
Turning speed should be as fast as vibration and your 
nerve will allow. Not only is it quicker but a smoother 
cut can be obtained.  
The underside was turned with a very slight concave 
shape for stability and a dovetail recess cut in the 
centre. This should be of a diameter to suit the chuck 
jaws which will only be circular at a particular 
diameter. Reversing onto this dovetail enabled the 
top surface to be turned and a hole made in the 
centre to take the spigot on the stem of the 
candlestick.  
 
Les had pre-drilled the hole in the end of the spindle 
for the metal cup which holds the candle. The 
tailstock revolving centre was inserted into this to 
ensure the hole is central when finished. If your 
centre does not fit, turn a simple plug. The spindle 
had been cut to an octagonal section. It is quicker to 
remove wood on the bandsaw and fewer shavings 
are produced. This time a roughing gouge is the tool 
for the job of turning a cylinder. A few strategic pencil 
marks were made to give a rough guide to the shape. 
Curved sections are separated by “punctuation 
marks” like beads and the transition between the 
base and stem is also disguised by a bead. The 
shaping was done by a spindle gouge and skew 
chisel before sanding. Les regards grits of 180 or 
courser as shaping grits and finer ones for 
smoothing.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Les Thorne all fired up 
 
Not content with having made a nice candlestick, Les 
went on to “age” it by burning with a blow torch. The 
purpose of this is to add some texture by removing 
the softer parts of the grain.  
 
After rubbing the 
burnt particles 
off with a liming 
brush he then 
sprayed with 
black lacquer 
and finished with 
liming wax.  
 
Les claims that 
this is a more 
interesting 
appearance 
which is reflected 
in the perceived 
value. 
 
 
As usual, my memory and the space available hardly 
do justice to the wealth of detail presented. Still, a 
large number of you were there to see it for 
yourselves and if you want some more then get the 
DVD or sign up for some hands-on tuition. Googling 
Les Thorne will point you in the right direction.  
 
Not only was attendance high, but after last month’s 
poor showing the gallery table this time had an 
impressive 18 items. Les did a helpful critique at tea 
time and commented on the quantity and quality of 
the work of members. You can see all the pictures on 
the website. 
 

Dave Gibbard   
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OTHER EVENTS 

 
3 September - Community Woodfair, 
Zionshill Copse, Chandlers Ford 
 
This annual free event organised by Test Valley 
council is a great outing for families and features a 
large range of woodland and wood related 
activities. In our neck of the woods we were 
rubbing shoulders with carvers and pole lathe 
turners. If you haven’t been, I recommend that you 
make the effort to do so next year. 
 
HWA has participated just about every year though 
it was almost overlooked this time. Despite the 
hurried last minute arrangements, it was well worth 
while being there.  
 
John Holden, Pete Willcocks and I were selling 
things as they came off the lathe and the total 
collected for Minstead was over £80. This sum was 
boosted by items which John had brought along.  
 
 
 
 
 

John doing a 
turn in the 
woods 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 3 of us enjoyed talking and demonstrating to 
the public who were generally interested, curious 
and young. One or two have even come along to 
subsequent Club meetings. 
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21 November - Hands-on day,  
Village Hall, Old Alresford 
 
With a surge in new members recently, the hands-on 
day was very well attended by 13 members looking for 
some guidance and 9 senior members on hand to 
provide it. The 6 lathes were going all day with 
members doing things ranging from spindle work 
through hollow forms to wet turning.  
 
There was also a lot of interest in tool sharpening on 
the grinder. Having once again seen the fine consistent 
grinds possible using a jig I find myself weakening in 
spite of the cost. Christmas is coming.  
 
After the lunch break Alan Sturgess gave a brief but 
comprehensive talk and demonstration of various 
methods of finishing. Then it was hands-on again.  
 
Thanks to Bob Hope and Harry Woollhead for putting 
on this valuable event and for the senior members who 
came along to give the benefit of their experience. 
 

One of our newest 
members and 
certainly the 
youngest, George 
Treasure is pleased 
with his day’s work 

 
 
 
 
 
Surinder Vir gets 
right down to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
As Bob said afterwards:  
 
“Seeing someone progress under instruction makes it 
all worthwhile and also does wonders in integrating new 
people into the club”. 
 
We look forward to seeing some more great work on 
the gallery table very soon. 

Dave Gibbard 

 

  

 

 

 



COMING EVENTS 
 

7 December - Christmas Social 
Another fun packed evening of seasonal jollifications 
including the quiz with questions on a variety of 
topics, most unrelated to wood. Members are invited 
to bring a spouse, partner or friend to join in the fun. 
The bar will be open and light refreshments will be 
available run by committee members to give the 
regular tea boys the night off. 
 
As usual there will be a competition. This time you 
are invited to make a diabolo. Prizes will be awarded 
for the best performing and best looking diabolos.  
  
There will be a raffle but no shop, library or gallery.  
 

4th January - Squared Edged Box  
  Kevin Hutson specialises in aesthetic shapes in 
ash and sycamore, often with oriental inspiration. 
 

1 February - Club Challenge  

– “Fruit and Veg.” 
The challenge this time is to make an item or a group 
of fruit or vegetables. That includes fungi. 
You might want to add interest by making something 
in the form of a box, or add colour for realism, or 
make a stand of mushrooms on a base etc. 
 
Whatever you do, the members will make their first, 
second and third choices by ballot for which there will 
be prizes of £30, £20 and £10. 
 
There will be no gallery other than the challenge 
entries. 
 
There will also be a turn-in with several lathes and 
senior members on hand to help with practical turning 
experience. So it’s hands-on for anyone who would 
like to try something or get advice. 
 

Monday 8th February - Axminster Tools  
a special outing with demonstrations by Colwin Way 
and Jason Beech and a conducted tour. We can 
order lunch in advance and tea or coffee is provided.  
We need to arrange our own transport, please share 
lifts. The visit begins at 10.0 and finishes by 4.0 
There’s a discount on anything bought on the day. 
16 is the maximum number so please give your name 
to Lynda Barkaway 02392266191 
lynda@woofgone.org.uk . 

PROGRAMME FOR 2016 
 
(All are Monday evenings unless stated otherwise.) 
 

4th January - Squared Edged Box  

  - Kevin Hutson 
 

1st February  - Club Challenge – “Fruit and 
Veg.” (see column on left), and Hands-on Turn-in 

 

Monday 8th February  - Visit to Axminster 
Tools.      This is an all- day outing, see Lynda  
 

7th March  - Making an Hour Glass  
   -  John Holden 
 

Saturday 5th March - Nick Agar Masterclass. 
          

4th April  - Annual General Meeting  
         Plus event TBA 
 

Wednesday 4th  May - Club Night – Turn-in 
 

6th June - Branchwood Bowl  
  -  John Plater 
 

4th July  - Mike’s Mystery  

    – Mike Haselden 
 

1st August - Club challenge – Topic TBA 

       and Hands-on Turn-in 
 

5th September –Threads and Boxes  
 - Paul Hannaby  
 

3rd October - Adrian’s Balls!  
   – Adrian Smith 
 

7th November - Showtime  
   – Les Thorne 
 

5th December - Christmas Social 
 

Bob Hope 
 
Thanks, Bob for organising another excellent 
programme. 

Editor 
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HINTS AND TIPS  
AND THINGS 
 
Hi all. I’d like to start with 
               

L.E.D.s  (Light Emitting Diodes) 
  
At the October meeting John Wyatt showed us the 
way in which he uses L.E.D. lighting to show up his 
depth of cut when turning lattice bowls.  
We can also use L.ED lighting when turning hollow 
forms in the same way John uses on his bowl work. 
You may also need additional lighting to see that final 
cut. Or if you are like me you require better lighting for 
close up work. 
 
Low voltage L.E.D. lighting is the ideal choice to use 
on your lathe. They will stand up to vibration, are very 
small in size, exceptional light output and inexpensive 
to run. They operate from a 12volt D.C supply of 
electricity so they are safe to use in most conditions.  
 
You can buy ready made up units, but If you are D.I.Y 
minded, making your own light unit can be rewarding 
and cost effective.  
 
If you do decide to make your own, to get the best 
light output a group of L.V. LEDs will be required.  
L.V. L.E.Ds are normally sold in strips.  
The smallest strip to my knowledge is 1 metre long,  
They come in single or double row strips.  
 
For each light unit you make you need a minimum 
block of 3 LEDs if you require a lot of light you can use 
as many multiples of 3 as required. 
 A 240 A.C to 12 volt D.C appropriate transformer will 
be required. These can be obtained from your local 
DIY store, or on line.  
 
If you are only making up a group of 3 - 24 L.E.Ds a 
small plug in charger / transformer should be suitable.   
 
The other options open to you are to make up a 12 
volt battery box. This will be a series of batteries to 
make up to 12 volts. Or a 12 volt car battery. Failing 
these options you could run the L.E.D. from a 12 volt 
D.C Car battery charger. 

 
I made up a row of 21 LEDs (3 x 7) and attached them 
to a piece of 12.7mm strip of self-adhesive magnetic 
tape bought from a hobby shop. 
 

I found the magnetic tape was sufficient to hold a 
group of 21 LEDs to my lathe tool rest. You may need 
to fit double sided tape to the strip of LEDs and the 
magnetic tape to get better adhesion. 
I also fitted a strip of LEDs to my Band saw, wiring it 
up so when I start my saw up the lights came on.   
Another way you could try is to glue a strip of LEDs to 
a block of plastic / wood then by counter boring holes 
in the block, glue round magnets into these holes. 
Alan Sturgess did just this in the picture below.    
 
For the connecting up of the LED strip you will need a 
small soldering iron and a steady hand and maybe a 
small piece of multicore solder in case you need to tin 
the supply cable. 
The soldering spot on the light strip is difficult to 
solder to. By cleaning back the insulation you will 
have a larger area to solder. Be careful to leave a 
gap between connections as a short circuit may 
result.  
You will also need a suitable transformer / charger. I 
used a 12volt torch plug in charger.    
 
You can purchase ready made up units at around 
£20 + P.P  from www.woodart-products.co.uk  
 
To purchase Low Voltage L.E.Ds in 1metre strips 
would be about £7 for single row. + P&P. £15.for 
double row + P&P from www.jmgoods.co.uk  
 
 

 
Picture courtesy of Alan Sturgess 

 
The picture shows a single row of a round 30 single 
L.E.Ds mounted on a plastic block with 2 round 
magnets securing it to a tool rest. 
 

   continued on next page. 
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HINTS AND TIPS Continued 
 

Gorilla Glue 
Recently I needed to glue pieces of carpet to metal 
stands, checking on the glues in my workshop, none 
were suitable for the job I had in mind.  
Looking up on the Internet I found Gorilla glue. They 
make a range of glues for different applications. I 
went for the general purpose type.  
 The glue comes with instructions but the thing that 
separates this glue from others is that you apply the 
glue to both surfaces you are joining together. Prior to 
this, one side is lightly dampened with a wet cloth or 
spray as this helps in the curing time, you are then 
able to move the surfaces for about 60 second before 
the glue foams up, so you need to make sure you 
fully grip the items you are gluing together.  
When the glue is curing it will expand 3-4 times so 
only a small amount is required so it needs to be 
spread very thinly. 
The glue is advertised as 100 % water proof so it can 
be used outside or under water. 
They also produce clear glue for use on wood so I 
hope to try this very soon. 
I purchased mine from Screw Fix then on a recent trip 
to B & Q I saw that they keep the Gorilla Glue range. 
I’m sure other local shops keep it as well. 
 

Have you been out of full time employment? 
  
A friend of mine was out of work. Being an animal 
lover he thought he would try the local Zoo for work. 
“Do you have any jobs going?” he asked. “Yes we do” 
was the reply, “our gorilla died yesterday and we 
need someone to take his place until we can get a 
replacement Gorilla. If you take the job we will pay 
you £1000 a week”. “What will I need to do for this?” 
my friend asked. “Well, we will dress you in a Gorilla 
suit and then you will need to act like a Gorilla 
swinging up and down in the enclosure”.  
“When can I start?” was his reply.  
“Tomorrow at 8.30 before the visitors arrive”. 
The following day my friend arrived at the Zoo, put on 
the Gorilla suit and started swinging up and down.  
Then the rope broke and he landed in the Lion 
enclose. Seeing the lion roaring up to him he started 
to shout “HELP, HELP!” At this point the lion said to 
my friend in a very low voice, “keep the noise down 
mate or they will give us the sack and both of us will 
be out of a job.” 
 
So next time you are at Marwell and outside the 
Gorilla enclosures please spare a little time to see if 
my friend is still working there.   
 

Pen Making 
 
I see some Americans have come up with using C.A. 
glue (cyanoacrylate) as a finish build-up of gloss on 
pens. Well, they are taking the credit for it. 
With the blanks in the mandrel they are turned down 
to just below the spacer level.  The C.A. glue is then 
spread thinly as possible all-over the finished turned 
wood or acrylic outer, wiping gently with a cloth or 
paper wipe keeping it as smooth as possible, after 
each application of C.A. they are then sprayed over 
with an activator agent to speed up the process.  
They recommend you start with the first coats of 
THIN then to MEDIUM and the final coats using 
THICK. 
This process is continued for up to 10 applications or 
when the glue surface is slightly proud of the mandrel 
spacers.  
On the final application the surface is wiped over with 
a clean dry cloth and left overnight. Once dry the 
surfaces should be slightly higher than the spacers. If 
not more coats of C.A. glue and activator agent 
should be applied.  
With the items completely dry they are then sanded 
through the grits up to 600 grit until the surfaces are 
even and level with the spacers. This process 
continues with using slightly dampened Micro-Mesh 
Soft Touch Pads from 1500 grit to 12000grit sanding 
to a high gloss finish.  
The final finishing takes place by using 
Microcrystalline wax or similar polish. 
                                    Well done the Americans 

 
 

New Members 
 

With my new role within the club as “New members 
coordinator”, I will be aiming to pair up new members 
for a few hours basic turning instruction with an 
existing member of our club at their home workshop.  
This will be an informal agreement between both 
people. 
I would like the instructor to have a safe working 
environment. His or her tools need to be in safe 
working order and if possible a first aid kit available, 
just in case of minor cuts.    
If you would like to be part of this would you please 
contact me?  
                           Many Thanks 
          Have a good Christmas and New year 

                              
                                      Happy turning in 2016 
                                             Keith Barnes 
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It’s that Christmas Theme time again. 
 
Last November we 
made a concerted 
effort to get the 
students producing 
Christmas 
decorations, mainly 
tree ornaments.  
They sold very well 
at the “Herald” 
Office in Hythe and 
at the café in Furzey 
Gardens.  So it was 
no surprise that 
mid-October we 
were asked if we 
could do it again. 

                          Alan Sturgess 
 
So we are currently in full flow with Snowmen, 
Robins, Angels, Christmas Trees, Bells and Baubles.  
Just hope they do as well this Christmas as they did 
last year. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of this year’s Christmas decorations made by 
the Minstead students. 

 
The students are still very keen and most are still 
improving, but the biggest problem is their ability to 
remember what they did last week.  However 
constant repetition works, albeit slowly.  It’s now 
nearly three years since we started the Thursday 
sessions, and six months since the beginning of our 
Monday session.  You really can see the difference 
between the two groups, which is so encouraging and 
shows the progress the Thursday group have made 
and what the Monday group can strive to achieve. 
 
At times they amaze me, even shock me.  I now just 
see them as young adults with their lust for a full and 
active life.  The discussion can get a bit difficult 
especially around topics such as romance.  At which 
point I try to get back to a woodturning topic, or start 
singing one of my terrible songs. More in my comfort 
zone. 
 
Recently we have had a donation of blanks all 
approximately 250 mm dia and 35 mm thick, good 
quality Ash, Beech and Oak.  We sent a letter of 
thanks to the donor and surprise, surprise, it was 
followed by yet another donation of short planks in 
the same timbers approximately 30 x 300 mm by 1 
meter long.  We are now about to embark on getting 
the students making a couple of bread boards and 
bowls to send back as a thank you. 
 
Another project with the donated timber was three 
legged stools.  The students turned the components 
in their sessions with us.  Then during their sessions 
in the carpentry shop drilled the holes for the legs and 
glued them in.  There is now an idea to use stencils 
of cartoon charters or animals on the tops and burn in 
with a pyrography tool. 
 
Don’t forget if you ever feel like joining our merry 
team, or just paying a visit to the facility you’d be very 
welcome. 
 

Alan Sturgess 
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NOVICE 
CORNER 
 
There have been a few 
changes since the last 
magazine and the most 
interesting is the increased 
number of members. So 
welcome to all new 
members and thank you to 
all who have helped in the 
start-up of a new table for 
beginners. 
 
We had a discussion about the external shape of a 
bowl. Well I am not sure we have enough space to do 
the subject justice but I found the Bert Marsh book 
“Woodturner” an excellent place to get inspiration. He 
was a master of form and covers the subject in some 
detail. It is available in the library. 
 
The subject arose because a member had produced 
a bowl that looked unfinished at the base. Of course 
shape is a matter of taste but sometimes things just 
don’t look right. One of the suggestions was that it 
should taper to the base with an accentuated curve 
that flows from the rim down to the base. The design 
has to be thought about before you start making your 
bowl as it will contain the chucking point.  
 
You can either incorporate a dovetail recess for the 
chuck in expansion mode within the base of the bowl 
or you can create a spigot as a foot for the bowl to 
stand on. The spigot is used to hold the bowl with the 
chuck in compression mode.  
 
The dovetail method will usually result in a broader, 
stable base though the purists would prefer not to see 
the chucking point in the finished bowl. On the other 
hand a foot will raise the bowl above the table for 
arguably a more elegant appearance with the illusion 
of the bowl floating above the surface. 
If you decide on a dovetail for chucking you should 
finish it before reversing onto the chuck to turn the 
top side.  
 
A spigot may also be finished before reversing to turn 
the top but it may get marked by the chuck jaws and 
should ideally be re-finished at the end of the 
process. This can be done by hand or by reversing 
the bowl, holding it at the rim to alter the foot. That’s 
another story…  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This bowl is designed for stability. The rim around the 
dovetail adds to the stability and partially disguises 
the chucking point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This bowl has a spigot as a foot that raises the bowl 
and emphasises its shape. 
 
Now for the reality check, when you start with a 
design in mind do not be upset if the final product 
does not turn out to be as per the design. This is the 
luck of the novice but also a blessing for as faults 
occur you have to try to correct them and during this 
process you are gaining valuable practice in the art of 
turning. I have a small stool in my workshop which is 
called the “stool of contemplation” where I often sit 
and consider my next move!  
 
From the recent demonstrations the following 3 points 
seemed to be worth mentioning. 
 
1. The corners of a skew to be rounded off to prevent 
it from digging in. This will take away the fear that we 
have in using the tool and enable you to practice with 
confidence. 
 
2.  A small fan to be fitted to blow dust away from 
your face whilst turning.  
 
(I heard Les propose this and I can’t say I agree. 
Much better to extract the dust rather than blow it into 
the air to be inhaled later! – Editor.) 
 
3. Keep your chuck faces clean to stop any sticking 
and ease the removal from the lathe. 
 
Hope this helps, happy chipping 

Alan Baker 
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Welcome to all of you to our latest edition of Your 
Turn and very grateful thanks to Dave for the hours 
of time that he gives to making it such a successful 
and useful club magazine. 
In October we had a fascinating evening with John 
Wyatt, the chairman from Forest of Bere club in 
Havant. He turned a beautiful lattice bowl and 
clearly showed how to set up the router so as not to 
cut too far. I hope that your lattice work turning is 
now improving well so that in January there will be 
some evidence of new skills learnt and improved 
and not just a heap of kindling wood.  

I hope that your brain and memory kept up with Les 
Thorne on Monday night. His demo as usual was 
packed full of sensible advice and reasons for doing 
what we do. How much can we manage to do in 3 
cuts?  He is also able to give us high entertainment 
while we all learn something new. We had our largest 
turnout for a very long time despite the fog and slow 
traffic from all directions. We wish him well in his 
recovery from major back surgery and look forward to 
seeing him upright next time. 
 
Les has always expressed a special affinity with 
HWA, the Club he joined before he became so well-
known and we have offered him honorary 
membership. Les was touched by the gesture and 
was pleased to accept. Welcome aboard Les, now 
about your fee….  
 
As we come to Christmas with so many other 
activities to take up your time the committee wish you 
a happy time with family and friends and a peaceful 
escape to your workshop to avoid bulk washing up. 
I hope that you enjoy celebrating Christ’s birth at this 
special time. 

Lynda Barkaway 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
First of all I would like to welcome 5 new members to our club, Ian 
Shatwell, Charles Waterman, Mike Dutton, Michael Stokes and George 
Treasure. 
 
Our membership now stands at 91 plus 2 honorary members. 
Attendance for September was 54, October 53, November 73. (Well done 
Les Thorne). This does not include visitors who hopefully will become 
members after 2 visits. 
 
Due to ill health Bill Willits has given up the position of membership 
secretary but will continue to help with Meeting and Greeting on club nights.    
I have been asked by the committee to take over from Bill. I was very 
pleased to accept. 
This may not be a total surprise to most of you as you would have seen me helping out at the signing in 
table for the last 3 months during Bill’s sickness. 
 
I have made a few minor changes with signing in at the desk, so minor you may not have noticed them. If 
you should have any concerns with these changes or any other issues with signing in, please let me know. 
 
It’s most important we all sign in on club nights as we are required to keep a record of attendance In case 
the emergency services should need them. We also need to know numbers for our own records. 
 
I’m busy trying to get our records up to date. If you have changed your circumstances since joining H.W.A 
would you please let me know. We would not like to send the Club’s Newsletter or other correspondence to 
the wrong address. 
 
Hope to see you at the next meeting. 

Keith Barnes,  Membership Secretary. 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S  

MESSAGE 


