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Welcome to the latest issue of “Your Turn”  

with all  of the usual features and one new 

one, “Terry’s Top Tips” where Terry Smart of 

Chestnut Products will be sharing some useful 

finishing tips with us. I hope you will enjoy 

them. 

 

If you have any questions for Terry please 

email Andi4asg@aol.com. And we will get 

answers posted in a future issue. 

 

If you have any ideas for other features 

please either email, ring me or speak to me at 

one of the club nights. 

 

What a great three months of demonstrations 

we have had from three of our own in house 

team of Adrian, Les and Mike . We can now 

look forward to our Christmas Social in 

December, and then forward into 2018 with a 

great line up of demonstrators in place with 

thanks to Bob Hope who never lets us down. 

There is a full list of 2018 events a little further 

on 

 

Also in the issue is a list of HWA clothing, 

which you can also have your name 

embroidered on at no additional cost, and a 

choice of colours 

 

Have a very Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year 

 

 

Andi 
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Chairman’s Column November 2017 
 
Since we’ve had a website we get more and more requests from the public for help with wood 
related projects – often with little or no turning content . Some clubs don’t make it easy for people 
to contact their committee members but up to now we have put our contact details on the website.  
 
A lot of these requests come to me as chairman. In the last few months for example we have 
been asked to help with making:  
• lamps from snooker table legs 
• pegs for a photographic display stand 
• a new handle for a very old frying pan with sentimental value 
• a trophy from an old tree stump 
• spurtles (porridge stirrers) 
• And perhaps the oddest of all, making a collecting box from a steam engine chimney. 
 
Sometimes the request is circulated to members. John Holden picked up the “lamps from table 
legs” and has written it up. Mike Haselden has tackled the trophy. Others, like the pegs and 
spurtles, seem suitable projects for the Minstead students so they get done there in return for  
donations to the Trust. Just occasionally I take one on myself with a Minstead donation in lieu of a 
fee.  Here’s a brief synopsis of the story of the steam engine, a 1909 Kerr Stuart Sirdar class 0-4-
0 two foot gauge loco. 

Originally used in Wales during the 1
st
 World War to haul pit 

props it was named “Diana” at this time. Replaced by a diesel 
in 1943 there were several owners over the years but the  
engine slowly deteriorated. Restoration started in the 1970s but 
it was an on and off project because of funding problems and ill 
health.  
In 2014 Diana was purchased by its current owner, local man 
Phil Mason and it was decided to completely strip it down and 
restore it to its original condition.  
 
This was accomplished in time for the Vale of Rheidol gala in 

September 2015 and is now regularly hauling trains at the Bala Lake Railway.  
Diana is one of only 2 surviving Sirdar class locomotives, the other being in South Africa.  
 
Well, a project like this just eats money and Phil wanted a collecting box to be made from a spare 
cast iron chimney to attract donations when Diana appears in public. This involved making a 
wooden base and top to take a polished plaque. The satisfying result can be seen in the accom-
panying pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wonder what we will be asked to do next? 
 

Dave Gibbard 
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Hampshire Woodturner’s Association  

Programme of events and meeting dates 2018 
 

 

Wednesday 3rd January  

Turning, colouring and finishing  

with Hampshire Sheen products     Martin Saban-Smith 

 

Monday 5th February 

Club Night Turn In        Harry Woolhead, Chris Davey  

           and Alan Baker 

 

Monday 5th March 

Pole Lathe turning and furniture making    Charles Ash 

 

Saturday March 24th 

All day demo         Mark Sanger 

 

Wednesday 4th April 

Annual general meeting       Club Challenge 

 

Wednesday 2nd May 

Club Night Turn In        Members 

 

Monday 4th June 

Laced and Wired bowls       Andy Fortune 

 

Monday 2nd July 

Decorative Inlay on Turning with Milliput    Jim Overton 

 

Monday 6th August 

Club challenge         To Be Confirmed 

 

Monday 3rd September 

Painting on turning        Adrian Smith 

 

Monday 1st October 

Showtime 2018         Les Thorne 

 

Monday 5th November 

Mike’s Mystery Part  III       Mike Haselden 

 

Monday 3rd December 

Christmas Social  
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4
th

 September 2017  Adrian Smith 

 

“Some Turning, Some Colouring and a few other 
bits”. 

 

54 members and 2 guests attended the September 
meeting which has become a club favourite on the 
calendar with a demonstration from our very own 
Adrian Smith, an experienced woodturner who brings 
to his demonstrations a light hearted approach that is 
filled with great humour and lots of very useful hints 
and tips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Turning: 

His first tip of the evening as he started to round of the 
piece of branchwood in the chuck, was a reminder that 
the roughing gouge he was using not only cuts wood 
but also metal, a reference to the dangers of working 
too close to the chuck. 

Adrian roughly measured the width of the wood in the 
chuck as one and a half inches, he then marked of the 
same along the length from the end with a parting tool 
and proceeded to round this off into a sphere. At this 
point he asked the audience “What do you think it is” 
this was met with a unanimous correct reply of a 
scoop. He then rounded down then tidied up the 
sphere with a scraper and then sanded it to a finish. 
Returning to the shaft, this was then reduced down to 
create a handle and cut off at a suitable length of a 
couple of inches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next step was to reset the sphere in the chuck at 
90 degrees with the handle between two of the jaws, 
and then hollow out the bowl of the scoop with ring  
tool, this was then passed around the room for closer 
inspection. 

 

 

Moving swiftly on to another piece of Branchwood, in 
which he had pre-drilled the centre to a depth of 
around four inches. Adrian then rounded off the outer 
edge to a similar length and then into a goblet shape, 
he then hollowed out again using the ring tool. At this 
point Adrian was also discussing hearing aids and the 
fact that he turns his off whilst working at home 
because “Nobody talks to you, and you don’t need to 
hear all that screaming”. Returning to the job in hand 
Adrian then finished off the outside with a bowl gouge 
and a scraper.  

In true Blue Peter fashion, he then produced “One he’d 
made earlier” and using a coping saw removed the top 
of the piece to leave another variation of a scoop. He 
then reduced the other end with his favourite gouge to 
produce the handle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were then introduced to a bit of Adrian’s ingenuity 
turning his lathe into a very effective “make do” belt 
sander, by running a loop of abrasive around the chuck 
and the tool rest, At home he is able to set his tool rest 
a lot further away from the chuck and also place a 
length of tube over the round tool rest to help it spin. 
This system also gives the user two rounded ends to 
sand over and shape their items, in this case he was 
able to work the scoop over the chuck and achieve a 
nice curved finish. 

 

Adrian with his  Lathe driven Belt Sander 

The finished scoop 
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Adrian Smith, continued 

 

Some Sharpening 

Having used a ring 
tool in his 
demonstration, 
something that is 
quite rare despite 
the fact that most 
turners will have at 
least one in their 
workshop, we were 
then shown how  
Adrian sharpens 
his.  

 

He very simply places a small conical stone (that you 
would usually use in a multi-tool, and can buy in sets for 
a few pounds) into the lathe chuck, and gently placed the 
ring tool over it. 

 

He then showed us how to sharpen a bandsaw blade this 
time using an angle grinder wheel again in the chuck. 
Another useful tip that solved a mystery for many of us 
was how to twist a bandsaw blade into a more 
manageable and safer size, by simply placing your foot 
inside the blade and securing it to the floor and then 
twisting the blade around twice whilst gently pushing the 
top downwards forming a triple ring, which you can then 
secure with a cable tie or similar. 

Some Colouring 

Adrian then touched on colouring, but due to time 
restraints was unable to go into any depth, he passed 
around two examples of his colouring technique using 
Zinsser BIN Paint. I think it is a safe bet that the 2018 
programme will see this subject covered in more detail 
by Mr Smith. 

(Zinsser Bin Primer Sealer is a Shellac based paint and 
formulated to seal, prime and block out stains on 
previously painted or new work. Any oil or latex paint can 
be applied over it.) 

 

With time running out fast Dave Gibbard then provided 
us with a critique of a selection from the gallery table 
where 10 turners exhibited 17 items on the gallery table 
towards the L.O. trophy.  

2
nd

 October Les Thorne Showtime 

 

69 people turned up to see Les Thorne and brought 
along 22 quality items for the gallery table.  

They patiently sat through the opening announce-
ments before our popular megastar opened the 
show. 

 

 

 

 

 

The main demo involved turning a platter from a 
maple blank, which had a nice ripple, and colouring 
the rim. 

Mounted on a screw chuck the underside was 
turned using a pull cut with a bowl gouge with a 
long grind. The trick here is to get the tool angle 
right. With the flute too closed to the wood, the low-
er wing is just scraping and is unsupported. Rotat-
ing it clockwise gets the bevel rubbing but is unsta-
ble and prone to a massive dig-in (done that!). At an 
angle in between the bottom wing is supported by 
the bevel though still scraping and is stable. A finer 
finish is usually achieved with a push cut with the 
bevel fully rubbing and having turned the underside 
to an ogee shape with the pull cut Les went over the 
bed to finish with a push cut from centre to rim.  

 

 

The ogee curve is ancient and is defined as a curve 
consisting of 2 arcs in opposite senses. There are 
names for various versions of it like sigmoid and 
cyma which seem to depend on which sense comes 
first and the relative radius of each but basically it is 
an S shape and very pleasing to the eye.  
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Les Thorne Continued 

(A little known legend has it that the name was first 
coined by Archimedes in another eureka moment. He 
had just seen a piece of stone carved with an S shape 
profile and was so overcome that he exclaimed “Oh 
Gee!” ) 

Les turned a spigot on the base, proud of the ogee, for 
chucking. He prefers a spigot to a recess. As he says, 
“why would you want a hole in the bottom of your bowl?” 
Removing a chucking recess to finish the bowl is difficult 
whilst a spigot can be used as a foot or simply removed. 
The only time a recess has merit is in the case of a 
pedestal bowl when it can be used to accept the top of 
the pedestal. 

Reversing onto the spigot he trued up the top face with 
pull cuts and power sanded. Don’t be afraid to start 
sanding at 60 or 80 grit. And if painting or texturing, don’t 
bother to go finer than 240. He sprayed meths onto the 
surface prior to staining. This raises the grain to aid stain 
penetration.  

When staining, some open grain wood like ash is prone 
to colour bleeding. It is a good idea to put a stopping 
feature (Les calls it a punctuation mark) like a groove. 
The groove can be filled with contrasting paint or sealer. 
Another way is to burn it with a pyrography tool to seal 
the grain. However, this was sycamore which has quite a 
close grain and punctuation mark was not used.  

Spirit stains were applied in sequence, starting with the 
darkest and lightly sanded by hand in the direction of the 
ripple between coats. Les used blue, light blue, yellow 
then blue again and finally applying food safe oil and 
wiping off with the lathe rotating. 

 

 

 

 

He then hollowed the centre to leave the rim alone 
stained. There was some discussion about the rule of 
thirds. The general consensus seemed to be the hollow 
size should be what looks right, which often does obey 
the rule.  

You don’t want the gouge skidding back across the 
stained rim. The gouge should be presented to the 
surface with the bevel tangential to the edge of the 
hollow but of course there’s nothing for it to rub on at 
first. If worried about skidding back, put a stopping 
groove at this position. When hollowing, the gouge 
should swing round so that the bevel remains tangential 
to the surface otherwise the bottom of the bowl will be 
scraped by the tip of the gouge and give a poorer finish. 
Rubbing the bevel may not be possible in a deep hollow 
unless a gouge with a steep grind is used at the bottom. 
No such problem here as Les’s bowl had a fairly shallow 
hollow. Les used his “Tool Angle Indicator” (a pencil fixed 
to the end of the gouge with Blu Tac) to illustrate this 
argument. 

Normally Les would reverse the bowl onto soft jaws to 
finish the foot but with time pressing he moved on to a 
quick demo of skew techniques. Les likes a rolled edge 
skew as it retains stiffness compared with an oval one but 
slides over the tool rest more easily than a rectangular 
one. There are 3 cutting positions – long point, short point 
and the centre in between. The centre gives the finest 
finish but is very sensitive to position and the slightest 
deviation can cause a sickening dig-in. The short point is 
safer and the finish is almost as good. The long point is 
safest and slightly the worst finish. He demonstrated 
cutting beads with the chisel in each position and 
recommended that you practice dig-ins to understand 
how they happen. Les in fact generally uses the long 
point as it is safe and the finish degradation is hardly 
discernible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, he asked, what is the point of the short point? You 
should buy the Les Thorne multi-purpose tool which is a 
round skew except the end is straight. That means you 
have 2 points to use and can go twice as long before re-
sharpening. It is similar to the Gary Rance version but a 
bit smaller. In a scientifically controlled test (??) Les 
proceeded to demonstrate a dig-in every time with Gary’s 
but never with his! Proving, as he said, that the size of 
your tool doesn’t matter, it’s how you use it that counts.   

Footnote 

Les gave a critique of all 
the items on the very 
impressive gallery table 
just after tea break which 
was much appreciated. He 
showed that it can be done 

rather than just selecting a 
few items for comment. Some 
of us will have to get a bit 
slicker at critique technique. 
The entire gallery can be 
seen on the website. 

Dave Gibbard 
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Monday 6
th

 November – Mike Haselden – 

Mike’s Mystery II 

62 members attended the November meeting, with 1 

visitor giving a total of 63. 

Chairman Dave Gibbard got the evening off to a great 

start with a poetic rendition of the fire drill, which probably 

got more attention than the usual version, perhaps he will 

sing it next month? 

Following the latest notices Dave introduced our inhouse 

demonstrator for the evening Mike Haselden,  

Mike always keeps 

his subject matter 

close to his chest 

until the evening 

hence the “Mike’s 

Mystery II”, and 

even then, he only 

released the detail 

as he progressed. 

1st reveal was it’s going to be a bowl. Mike is a very 

interesting demonstrator who interlaces his 

demonstrations with lots of useful tips and some very 

clever homemade solutions to the challenges of his 

project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike started with a piece of holly about 12” long and 6” 

wide, this was set-up using Mike’s homemade centre 

finder, basically a circular sheet of Perspex with several 

circles marked on it and a small centre hole. Centres, 

marked the Holly was set between centres, with a Mike 

manufactured steb centre in the chuck, he makes his 

own from a cat bolt. He also used a ring centre in the tail 

stock.  

 

 

 

Mike then hollowed out the rest of the bowl using a Rolly 

Munro hollowing tool, this really is a very effective tool for 

hollowing. He then used a variety of tools mainly gouges 

to create a very attractive central handle, somewhat 

reminiscent of a chess piece.  

 

Starting with a roughing gouge he rounded off the blank 

at the tail end and cut a chucking point on the end, using 

callipers to match the size of chuck jaw opening. Mike 

then used a spindle gouge to form the basic outside of 

the bowl, before reversing it in the chuck, and reverting to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a revolving centre in the tail stock. Then using a parting 

tools cut four deep equally spaced rings into the blank 

above the rim of the bowl, he then moved to the end of 

the blank and used the parting tool to “Hollow” through 

the end on the Holly to produce four “Doughnut” rings. At 

this point revealing that the bowl was to have a long 

central handle. The remaining core/handle was then 

cleaned up with the roughing gouge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike then hollowed out the rest of the bowl using a Rolly 

Munro hollowing tool, this really is a very effective tool for 

hollowing. He then used a variety of tools mainly gouges 

to create a very attractive central handle, somewhat 

reminiscent of a chess piece.  
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Mike Gluing goblet base into jam chuck 

Mike Haselden continued 

Bob Hope kicked off the second half with a critique of 

the gallery, finding time to discuss every exhibit in some 

small detail, we are certainly seeing a great variety of 

very good turning on the table every month, averaging 

twenty items per month since the launch of the Len Os-

borne trophy 

 

We then returned to Mike’s demonstration, where he 

briefly showed us how to finish off the bowl without any 

damage to the central handle, using a large jam chuck 

with a centrally bored hole to accommodate the handle 

these were held together with masking tape at the joint 

to enable Mike to finish off the base of the bowl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike then moved onto turning a goblet from sycamore, 

Mike had pre-prepared the blank by removing the cor-

ners on his bandsaw. He secured this between centres 

to cut a chucking point, and then used this to secure it 

into the chuck jaws, He then prepared the base of the 

goblet, cutting a small circular recess into which he se-

cured one of his own “Brand” disks. These he makes 

from 3mm thick white holly and then uses his branding 

iron to produce the disks, Mike then used a decorating 

Elf to put two embellishing rings around the brand, the 

outer one done with the lathe in reverse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next step was to place an oak dolly into the 

chuck, in which he cut a recess to accept the base of 

the goblet, these were then secured together using a 

hot melt glue gun. Turning with the tail stock in place 

Mike used a roughing gouge to round off the outside, 

and then a spindle gouge to hollow out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With time running out Mike decided that he would not 

be able to finish the goblet, but took the time to re-

move the glue from the base and tidy that up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Selection of Mikes other goblets 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike’s branding iron and a finished disk 
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We have had some very interesting demonstrations and 
some of the points made me think about what I do and 
are worth further consideration. 

When you are learning and you have finished a cut and 
the result is not as you expected it to be, the questions 
that come to mind are;  

• Is it the wood? 

• Is it me not using the tool correctly? 

• Is the edge of my tool blunt? 

Well the first item requires a repeat of the cut to see if it 
really is the wood and not you. 

The second requires a certain amount of experience to 
over come problems but you have to think of the basics 
firstly. Have I kept the bevel rubbing? Have I approached 
the work at the correct angle? Have I followed the cut 
through correctly and smoothly? This may not be as easy 
as the professional turners make it look when they make 
a slight change to the tool position before they start the 
cut again. I have noticed that the experts make fewer 
cuts than me and get a good finish when required.  

The third requires a little experience knowing know how 
sharp, sharp is. Well the best way to find out is to lightly 
dress the edge of your tool either on a stone or sanding 
paper mounted on a flat surface, to find out. Do not be 
afraid to attempt to sharpen your tools as part of the 
solution. After all the professionals all suggest you 
sharpen your tools before you make the final cut. But to 
get to that shape you want, try to make all the cuts as 
smooth as you can.   

Sharpening is one of the skills we have to learn by 
making mistakes then doing it again and again and 
again. My attempts to sharpen my tools took me on a 
journey that is still progressing. I have tried wet grinders 
and white wheel grinders, laid my bench out twice and 
now feel that I am getting better thanks to help from our 
talented treasurer Alan. But the one item it took me a 
little time to adjust to was, you can never have too sharp 
an edge on your tools. If you have any doubt re-sharpen 
your tools before you adjust or change any thing. 

Production turners can leave the grindstone switched on 
and visit it every few minutes and just lightly dress the 
edge.  

I must say I am still working on my sharpening skills and 
the old adage is true the more you sharpen, the sharper 
your tools become. 

The other item that has come up at club has been 
finishing and this is a big topic on its own and we have 
had a demonstration on the use of finishing products 
recently. The one bit of advice I would want to give is that 
after you have finished turning and are starting to finish 
your work, stop, go and have a cup of tea then come 
back to your work. Examine the finish surface critically 
and if like me you have to clean your glasses first, do so. 
After using your eyes use your fingers and feel the 
surface. Make sure you do not need to sand a little more 
or apply sealant and re-sand. Then examine your work 
again as any imperfection will show. Take your time as a 
minor imperfection will spoil your work.  

Happy Chipping 

Alan Baker 

 

 

 

We’ve had a few months of turning festive items, mixed 
as always with requests. 

Christmas decorations for the tree, yule log and for the 
holly wreath have taken the majority of sessions but 
there is a constant demand for mushrooms. 

As a gimmick we made a big one, about 10” high and the 
orders flooded in.  They really did look great but I’m still 
at a loss to know what the buyers use them for. 

Having done a large mushroom we were asked for large 
snowmen again 10” high so off we went cutting up the 
blanks and turning giant snowmen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was helped by the short video Axminster Tools put 
out showing how to make a snowman, two types of 
Christmas tree and a tree decoration.  Each process, all 
with the skew, lasts about 90 seconds each in the film.  I 
know it was speeded up, but showing it to the students 
and telling them they needed to improve their speed 
caused a few choice comments, and an amount of 
laughter which is always good for the session. 

Having done with the larger items we reversed the 
thought and made snowmen and Christmas tree light 
pulls.  They can be used as tree decorations or to add a 
sort of festive feel to the pull cord in the smallest room. 

Well that’s it for this year, short and sweet.  It brings to 
an end our fourth year giving support to the Minstead 
students and having fun doing it.  I think it’s fair to say 
that my understanding and comfort of being around 
adults with learning difficulties has changed enormously 
over the 4 years.  What started for me as a very nervous 
unknown session demonstrating to a group of students in 
October 2014 to see what their interest was, then moving 
on to the first teaching session in January 2015 has been 
some journey, but one I would not have missed.  My 
personal thanks to the other 10 turners from HWA who 
have given so much of their time to make this venture a 
great success.   

And to the staff at Minstead for their constant support 
and encouragement.  Thank You. 

Alan Sturgess 
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We welcome 2 new members.  

Peter Finch from Romsey and  

Mario Demontis from Gosport. 

 

Members attending monthly meetings. 

September 54, October 69, November 62. 

Visitors. 

September 2, October 3, November 1.  

Our membership numbers now stand at 89 this includes 

3 honorary members. 

16 people decided not to re-join H.W.A. this year. 

If you know the reason why an ex member has not  

re-joined the club would you let me know as the 

committee may be able to prevent the problem occurring 

in the future?  

 

The parking situation is not helping with the membership. 

With the loss of parking now M&S have opened up their 

food hall in one of the main parking areas used by 

members. Members are finding it difficult to find other 

places to park. When they do they have to walk quite a 

distance. That’s not good if the weather is poor and in the 

dark. It may help if you leave home a little earlier to find a 

space in one of the side roads.  

 

The Len Osborne Trophy is turning out to be a success 

story with 32 members displaying 141 turned items on 

the gallery table and we are only 7 months into the 

scheme.  

Please remember it not a competition just a way to 

encourage, inspire and give practical and visual 

experience to other members to help them display their 

turned items. 

We also have a section on the table for the novice 

turners.  

Next time you turn an item please bring it to the club and 

place it on the gallery table for all of us to admire. 

We have recently had 4 professional wood turners who 

have commented on the club’s gallery table, they have 

said not many Wood turning clubs in the country can 

boast of such a splendid gallery table.  

Congratulation to all the members who have placed items 

on the table. 

 

 A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO  

YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

 

Keith Barnes  

 

 

 

 

 

Community Woodfair 2nd Sept 

 

Once again the Hampshire Woodturners were able to 

have a pitch at the Community Woodfair which is held in 

Zionshill Copse, Valley Park.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event is set in among the trees and is free, which 

makes it a great day out for families.  This year we 

enjoyed a lovely dry sunny day in sharp contrast to last 

year when we finished in heavy rain and were soaked 

through. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Gibbard, Alan Truslove, Alan Baker and myself 

arrived on site by 9.00am to set get up.  As we were 

promised a dry day we did not need to use a gazebo and 

we were able to spread ourselves out.  We had two 

lathes, tables, chairs and boxes and displayed some 

turned items on a table.  The fine day attracted a good 

crowd and we had a steady stream of people passing  by 

 

We were certainly kept busy turning small items and 

talking to people.  There seemed to be a number who 

appeared genuinely interested in our craft. 

 

The event ended at 5.00pm which made it a long day so 

four turners made their weary way home  feeling well 

pleased with a good day turning in the woods and 

meeting a lot of people. 

 

John Holden 
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Prices for Personalised HWA clothing 

 

Sweatshirts with Badge and name of member  -£20.00 

 

Fleeces with Badge and name of member   -  £30.00 

 

Formal shirts with Badge and name    -  £25.00 

 

Caps with Badge only      -  £10.00 

 

Choice of colour 

Burgundy or Blue  

 

 

 

 

 

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORKSHOP 

I was happily turning a biggish bowl the other day, 
watching ribbons of wood slicing off the gouge, curling 
off the flute then flying over my arm.  Only about 5mm 
of cutting edge was engaging the wood and I marvelled 
at the ease and speed which the bowl shape was 
developing.  I also thought how demanding a task the 
bowl gouge was performing.  So let’s put some figures 
to this action. 

I stopped turning and got my tape and calculator out 
and did some maths and was impressed. 

So, check this out.  The bowl had an average 
circumference of 1020mm.  Yes, quite big.  My turning 
speed was about 500 rpm.  So every minute the tool 
would be cutting about 500m of wood.  I worked on this 
project for over an hour, during which time the tool 
would have cut through about 30 km of wood – the 
equivalent of Southampton to Bedhampton.  WOW.  No 
wonder I had to visit the grinder a few times and the 
bowl is nowhere near finished yet. 

Mike Haselden 

Howzat for a bowl? 

You can’t fail to have noticed a number of large monkey 
puzzle (Chilean Pine) items on the gallery table from Mike 
Haselden and Phil Bristow.  

Well the wood came from trees in the grounds of the 
Ageas Bowl, home of Hampshire County Cricket. Mike is 
a regular walker of the woods and when he heard the 
trees were to be felled he negotiated the timber in return 
for a piece of work made from it.  

On Wednesday 30 August Mike delivered his side of the 
bargain to Greig Stewart and Ian Tulk of the ground staff. 
Greig and Ian were bowled over by Mike’s magnificent 
piece of work, finished to the extremely high standard we 
have come to expect from him. The bowl is likely to end 
up with pride of place in the boardroom. 

A great story Mike and a lovely bowl. 

Dave Gibbard 

 

 

 

 The pictures are Mike’s bowl and Mike with the bowl  

being presented to Greig. 
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In this new regular feature Terry Smart from Chestnut 
Products will be sharing some of the more interesting 

responses to questions to Chestnut’s helpline 

• We were asked about using meths to dilute the stain to produce a wash effect. This can be done but if using 
lighter colours (yellow and orange particularly) the purple dye in the meths is likely to affect the colour. A better 
choice would be Spirit Thinners which is the perfect thinner for Spirit Stains. 

 

• A simple question sent in by email from France this week. We were asked if our Tung Oil is a pure oil or if it 
contains any solvents or other additives. The answer is that our Tung Oil is completely natural, with nothing 
added or taken away - which is great if you're looking for a hard-wearing solvent free finish, but there is a trade
-off here, Tung Oil can be very slow drying, taking days or even weeks if applied too thickly. Your patience will 
be rewarded with a lovely finish though! 

 

• Another correspondent enquired about an acrylic lacquer that would be very water resistant. We suggested 
the Acrylic Gloss Lacquer aerosol but he wasn't keen on spraying and asked if the contents could be collected 
and applied with a brush. We've never tried it but we reckon it'd be very difficult - but probably not impossible 
on small items. The resins in the acrylic aerosols are very quick drying, hard wearing and very water resistant 
but don't lend themselves to a brush application although they are ideal for an aerosol. Sorry! 

 

• A follow up to a question asked at a recent club demo. I'll just reproduce the email here which should tell the 
full story:. 'Hi Terry, I spoke to you at the club meeting last Monday (3rd) regarding the poor finish I had on my 
oak worktop after having applied 5 coats of finishing oil. You suggested I do a wet sand, which I did using the 
Orange NyWeb Pad, followed by a second wet sand 24 Hrs later and I’m pleased to say it worked ! Very hap-
py with the finish now,  

 

• A question we've been asked before. Our caller was having difficulty getting a good finish from Melamine 
Gloss Lacquer - it was patchy and unattractive. In fact he'd already worked out the cause but not the solution. 
It was a bit cold in his workshop when he did the spraying and consequently it was a little bit damp too, and it 
was the moisture in the air that was causing the problem. Most finishes, and particularly cellulose based ones, 
don't like a damp atmosphere, it gets into the finish and stops it from drying properly. Our caller had taken the 
item into a warmer environment after spraying, hoping this would cure the issue, but sadly the damage had 
been done by then. Always consider the ambient conditions when you're finishing and if it's a bit cold and 
damp it might be best to wait for it to get warmer. 

 

• Another enquiry about our Spirit Stains this week, we were asked which blue - Royal Blue or Blue - would work 
best as a primary colour. Whilst the stain colours aren't 'pure' primary colours, the Blue along with the Red and 
Yellow will achieve a wide palette of other colours. 

 
Chestnut Products was created in the last decade of the twentieth century and quickly became a major supplier of 
wood finishing materials to the hobby and professional woodturner as well as to other woodworking disciplines.  
Before forming Chestnut Products, Terry had already worked for what was then one of the biggest names in the 
coatings industry for eight years, during which time he gained vital experience in all aspects of manufacturing,  
formulation and technical support, as well as the sales and marketing associated with a top brand.  
Terry saw a need to make quality finishing products available to the serious amateur. The brand became well known 
through exhibitions and demand from other parts of the country grew, leading to a major change when the majority of 
orders were sent by carrier with Terry maintaining the personal touch with more local deliveries. 
Now over 25 years later, Chestnut Products hold an enviable position of being a major supplier to both hobby and 
professional woodworkers both in UK, Europe and the rest of the world. It might surprise you to know that despite 
this massive growth Chestnut Products is still only a very small company and the personal touch continues. Terry 
remains at the helm and as there is only one other full time employee has to be very hands on in all aspects of the 
company’s business. 
 
 
The Club Shop stocks a wide range of Chestnut Products and others can be ordered for you on request 
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Hands On Day, 25th November 2017 

 

The day had a frosty start but nine turners and seven helpers braved the cold to meet at Old Alresford Village hall to 
make shavings and eat Lynda’s generous supply of cakes. 

 

We started with five lathes but soon broke one, sorry Alan, and continued with four and a sharpening station.  

The day was soon in full swing with the experienced members passing on their skills, the novices making bowls, 
platters, pens and mushrooms under expert guidance. 

 

These days are well received by the learners and thanks go to those who gave up their time, equipment and wood 
so that others could embark on the journey to woodturning perfection 

 

My thanks to Dave G, Harry W, Alan B, Keith B, John H and Lynda B for their contributions. Also thanks to the 
learners for making our day so fulfilling. 

Bob Hope. 

It’s Mike Haselden again!! 
Harry in teaching mode 

John Holden picking up tips Who was that “Masked Man”? 


