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Welcome to the first 2018 issue of “Your Turn” 

Firstly an apology, 

Mike Hasleden spotted a mistake in the 

previous newsletter. I had misquoted him CAP 

bolt is what he said not CAT bolt, A cap bolt is 

a round headed hexagonal socketed bolt, 

which isewsletter driven with an Allen key.  

 

Secondly a mention for Derek Barkaway who 

has now handed over the running of the club 

shop to Pete Willcocks, and will also be 

stepping down from the committee in April. 

When I first joined HWA Derek and Lynda 

were the first members to take me under their 

wing and make me feel welcome, I then joined 

Derek serving on the shop table each month, 

before joining the committee and eventually 

becoming editor of this, so now you all know 

who to blame, but seriously many thanks take 

Mr & Mrs B for all of their efforts for our club to 

date, which I’m sure will continue. 

Hope you enjoy 

Andi (Editor) 
 

A Message from John Plater 

 

You may remember something of the 

demonstration I gave last June. At that time I 

was remiss in not knowing what timber it was I 

used ! I said that it was from a firewood pile 

and that my best guess was some variety of 

Cherry. Recently I met an arboriculturalist who 

confirmed for me that it is cherry, Japanese 

Columnar Cherry or Prunus Amanogawa to 

be precise. So, now I know !! 

 

Best wishes, John Plater 
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Notice of 2018 AGM of Hampshire Woodturners Association 
 

Your Committee hereby give notice of the Association’s Annual General Meeting to be held at the Railway Institute, 
Eastleigh on Wednesday 4th April 2018 starting at 7.30 pm 
 
Current Officers and Committee: 
 
Chairman    Dave Gibbard  Available for re-election  
Treasurer    Alan Sturgess  Available for re-election 
Secretary    Bob Hope   Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Lynda Barkaway  Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Andi Saunders  Available for re-election 
Committee Member  Alan Baker   Available for re election 
Committee Member  Keith Barnes   Available for re election 
Committee Member  John Holden   Available for re election 
Committee Member  Derek Barkaway   Standing down from committee  
 
Agenda for HWA AGM,   
1.   Apologies    
2.   Minutes of 2017 AGM 
3.   Matters arising  
4.   Chairman’s Report 
5.   Treasurer’s Report 
6.   Election of Officers 
7.   Election of Committee  
8.   Any Other Business  
   
Agenda Item 2  
Minutes of the AGM of Hampshire Woodturners Association, Monday 3rd April 2017  
 
Apologies for absence. 
A.Sturgess, I Woodford, R Caddy, D Gibbard. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting 
These were agreed as a true record. 
Proposed by Brian Hannam, seconded by Gerald Tilley. 
 
Matters Arising: 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Chairman’s Report: 
The Outgoing Chairman Lynda gave a report on the year’s events and thanked the committee and helpers for their 
hard work. The full text of the report was published in the Summer 2017 issue of Your Turn. 
 
Treasurer’s Report. 
This was given by John Holden in the absence of Alan Sturgess as he was recovering from an operation. 
The assets were as follows: 
Cash at bank    £4143.09 
Cash/cheques to hand   £  980.27 
Shop stock and float   £1304.50 
Library Float     £    37.80 
Raffle stock and float   £  212.80 
Total Assets     £6678.46 
 
The acceptance of the report was proposed by Roy Holder and seconded by John Davies. 
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Election of Officers: 
 
The retiring committee stood down and the election of officers was carried out by Chris Davey. 
The nominations were as follows. 
 
Position  Name    Proposer   Seconder 
Chairman  Dave Gibbard  John Holden   Andi Saunders 
Secretary  Bob Hope   Dave Gibbard  John Holden 
Treasurer  Alan Sturgess  Lynda Barkaway  Derek Barkaway 
Committee  Keith Barnes  Bob Hope   Alan Sturgess 
   Alan Baker   Alan Sturgess  Lynda Barkaway 
   Lynda Barkaway  Derek Barkaway  Alan Sturgess 
   John Holden   Andi Saunders  Derek Barkaway 
   Andi Saunders  John Holden   Derek Barkaway 
   Derek Barkaway  John Holden   Andi Saunders 
 
As there was only one nomination for each post he proposed that the nominees be elected en bloc 
and this was agreed by those present. 
 
Awards and Presentations 
 
The award for Clubman of the Year was awarded to John Holden for his willing work in demonstrating to the club and for 
taking over the job of organising outside events. 
 
It was decided not to award the Les Revell Cup this year as there was no single outstanding candidate. 
 
The customary bottles of wine were presented to the non committee helpers in recognition of and thanks for their work 
over the past year. 
 
Keith Barnes outlined the installation of a new award to be called The Len Osborne Trophy 
to be awarded to the member who collected the most points over the year for entries into the gallery and competitions, 
one point being awarded for each entry with a maximum of one point per occasion. The plaque given to the club by Jen-
ny Starbuck will be used for the trophy and a roll of honour with the names of the winners will be kept with it. The award 
will be presented at the AGM. 
 
Any Other Business: 
Roy Nailor raised the issue of the difficult parking arrangements around the venue and asked that the committee looked 
into ways of improving the situation particularly for those who had to bring equipment to each meeting. After the discus-
sion started the matter was proposed by Roy Nailor and seconded by Derek Luke. 
 
The discussion ranged wildly for some time and various suggestions were given by members and these will be followed 
up by Bob Hope. The criteria for a change of venue will be  
Location near to Eastleigh 
Suitable parking nearby for about 50 cars 
Storage for the club lathe 
Reasonable cost 
Venue able to accommodate 70 members plus the usual tables for shop, Raffle ,Tea etc. 
 
Following the discussion the meeting closed at 20.25 
 
Agenda items 6 and 7  Nominations for Officers and Committee  
Nominations must be registered with the Secretary on or before 20th March 2018. These must be in writing with the sig-
natures of the Proposer, Seconder and Nominee, stating clearly for which position the nominee is being proposed. 
 
Send completed form to the Secretary:  
Bob Hope, Thornton House, Brimpton Common, Reading, RG7 4RF 
 
 

 
 

Post being proposed for: 

  
  Print Name Signature Date 

Nominee       

Proposed by       

Seconded by       
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Social Evening 4th December. 

13 Guests and visitors helped swell the attendance to 58 and they were all up for a bit of festive fun. 

Andi had commented that, following my poetic rendering of the Safe Evacuation Procedure last month, he wondered whether I 

might sing it this time. Well, I thought it would be better if we all joined in so we had a spirited rendition of the Procedure to the 

tune of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” led by those 2 ex-choir boys Bob Hope and Alan Baker. When we got to the bit about the 

fire exits, everyone was asked to stand up and point to their nearest one. I think everyone will now remember how to evacuate 

the hall. Thanks to Steve Page for helping get the musical accompaniment to play over the P.A. 

Eager to move on, everyone had already formed up into 6 teams for the quiz. With Bob as scorer we had 4 rounds before the 

interval on Sport, Current Affairs, The Movies and Cockney Rhyming Slang. At the interval it was closer than usual with The Ten-

ors having their noses in front of the Cherubs and Chisels and Chips. I was surprised that all the teams scored within a point of 

the maximum on the rhyming slang round. The sound of those Bow bells must carry a lot further than anyone thought possible.  

Lynda had prepared the food for the interval which was well received, washed down with tea and coffee courtesy of the regular 

tea boys. Some had prepared for the next item with a stronger tipple from the bar...  

11 members had risen to the Challenge and produced a cup and ball, 2 of them with 2 entries. John Holden and Alan Baker or-

ganised the catching contest. Bob Hope suffered an equipment malfunction (his string came off) but it soon became clear that 

Alan had been practising as he managed 10 catches in 20 seconds to take the prize. The other prize, for best looking cup and 

ball went to Lee Terry as judged by a panel of 3 guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the break there was a large spread of scores for the quiz round matching names of turners who had performed at HWA in 

the last couple of years to pictures of their work. A maximum for Faith Hope and Charity was helped by a strategic play of their 

joker and they nudged ahead. The lead was maintained for the following rounds on cars, pop music and Lynda’s round of things 

that sound like they could be parts of the body. The latter prompted a number of concessions to allow alternative plausible an-

swers. No matter, Faith Hope and Charity retained their slender lead to take first place. 

It just remained for the evening to be wound up by the raffle featuring a number of festive prizes with Keith Barnes and Susan 

standing in.  

All in all a most enjoyable time to round off the year with everyone joining in the spirit of the occasion. 

Dave Gibbard 

The competitors line 

up for the cup & Ball 

challenge 

Lee Terry’s entry winner of 

Best Looking Cup & Ball 
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Wednesday 3
rd

 January – Martin Saban Smith – 
Some turning, some colouring and some finishing 

 
39 Members attended yesterday meeting. Including 2 
new members, Peter Skidmore from Nursling and 
Carlton Bath from Chandlers Ford, Giving a total of 41. 
We also had 4 visitors from Wimborne who had 
particularly come to see the demo by Martin Saban 
Smith 
 
From his workshop in Four Marks, Hampshire, Martin 
teaches, turns, and films his creative woodturning 
creations on social media. He also makes the popular 
Hampshire Sheen range of wax and oil finishes as well 
as blending the atmospheric Intrinsic Collection of 
coloured dyes.  
Martin is a well known YouTubing woodturner with an 
internationally known and respected channel with around 
200 turning and business oriented videos on it. As the 
developer of Hampshire Sheen, Martin personally makes 
each tin for UK and European customers and retailers, 
taking pride in the fact that it has become a go-to finish 
for turners everywhere. He continues to strive to 
produce, by hand, the best finishing waxes available 

 

Colouring wood is a passion for Martin, and many of his 
pieces have colour applied to them, as well as other 
embellishments. In early 2017, he blended his own range 
of water based colours in shades that he prefers – the 
Intrinsic Colour Collection. This range of moody shades 
are different to the other brighter colours on the market, 
and lend an additional level of atmosphere to turned 
work.  
Martin’s own turning is more artistic rather than practical. 
Many pieces can be found on his YouTube channel. 
 
Martin went on to show us how he produces, colours and 
finished one of his circular pieces of Art. Placing a rather 
fetching example on display next to his lathe, that he has 
decided will not be sold but had provisionally been priced 
at £700. 
 
He started his demonstration with a Sycamore blank, he 
likes sycamore as it is a close grained wood capable of 
taking a fine finish and its pale colour is a good basis for 
colouring. Starting with a half inch bowl gouge he formed 
the “frame” on the outside edge moving onto 3/8

th 
gouge. 

When turning  
 

 
Martin watches the top edge of 
piece rather than the end of 
the tool this he feels gives him 
a better idea of how the work 
is progressing. Then back to 
½” gouge to reduce the 
thickness of the piece by at 
least ½” all over to leave an 
overall thickness of 1¼” to 1½”  
 

Then he started to “dome” the face removing a little 
tear out with the 3/8” gouge. 
Martin discussed “rule of 1/3rds” and the “Golden rule” 
of 1:1.168. 
(Phi is the basis for the Golden Ratio, Section or 
Mean The ratio, or proportion, determined by Phi 
(1.618 ...) was known to the Greeks as the "dividing 
a line in the extreme and mean ratio" and to 
Renaissance artists as the "Divine Proportion”.) 
 
He then marked a pencil ring approx. 1/3 from centre, 
cut a dip and dome to create central boss which was 
then tidied up with scraper. At this point he would then 
normally sand using 120 – 140 – 180 - 240 and then 
400 grit, he doesn’t feel the need to use 320. 
 
INTERVAL 
Martin then did a gallery critique. As with most of our 
recent speakers he was very complimentary about the 
items on display and took time to discuss each piece 
with each and every turner, dropping in some good 
advice where appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colouring 
On the subject of “should woodturners use colour or 
not?” Martin’s stock answer is “It’s my wood, I’ll do 
what I want with it”. In explaining how he selects 
colours and finishes Martin used a word new to my 
vocabulary “Chatoyance” 
 
Coined from the French "œil de chat", meaning "cat's 
eye", chatoyancy arises either from the fibrous 
structure of a material, Chatoyancy in wood occurs in 
various species – particularly hardwoods, and 
particularly where stresses from the weight of the 
growing tree result in denser patches, or where 
stresses cause burl or bird’s eye. This ‘figure’, which 
has a striking three-dimensional appearance, is highly 
prized by woodworkers and their clients alike, and is 
featured regularly in furniture, musical instruments, and 
other decorative wood products. Figuring takes on a 
variety of forms and is referred to as flame, ribbon, 
tiger stripe, quilting, among other names. 
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He started with a “Blue Peter” blank (one he prepared 
earlier) which he had stained black and then sanded 
back to almost original leaving a small area still partially 
coloured which emphasised some of the natural 
Chatoyance of the wood. Then using a selection of 
colours from his own “Intrinsic colour” range he applied a 
combination of black and brown to the frame area using 
very small amount on his paper towel from a spray bottle. 
This is then gently applied without the lathe running, just 
turning the wood manually. This done he then moved 
onto the centre of the piece applying a combination of 
colours that complement each other - first Flame then 
Burnt Orange, Yellow and finally Ruby. Always darkest 
colour first. He applied the stain in patches and feathered 
out as it dries allowing a soft merging of the colours 
rather than hard lines where they meet. The remains of 
the original black darken the additional colouring 
highlighting the Chatoyance of the wood. Then “Honey” 
was applied in the centre of the boss followed by Flame 
and blended together, lightly sanded back with a 400 grit 
pad by hand. Martin then touched up the sanded area 
with more Honey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then using his Robert Sorby texture tool at approx. 500 
RPM he cut some textured rings on the centre, starting at 
the centre and applying the tool for a count of five, 
moving out and repeating three more equally spaced 
circles, Martin then changed to another texture wheel for 
the a final ring, he then used a point tool to make a 
couple of border rings. 

Finishing 
 
Martin applied a sanding sealer, he explained that 
the water base of the colouring raises the grain of 
the wood but the sealer then removes it 
 
He used a microcrystal-
line wax stick to the out-
side frame to achieve a 
high gloss finish, Moving 
onto the main part of the 
piece Martin then used 
some white Ti-Wax to fill 
gaps on the surface and 
then buffed it off. Alt-
hough designed as an 
embellishing wax Ti-Wax 
also works as a finishing 
wax. He then finished it 
off with Hampshire 
Sheen Hi Gloss 
 
Martin then finished off the evening with a quick 
Q&A followed by the usual raffle. 
 
A guide to Martin’s Intrinsic colour range 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black: In several coats you can build up a deep, 
pure black shade. 
Burnt Orange: A dark orange, on the orangey side 
of brown. 
Earth: A warm brown, the colour of drying mud. 
Sounds bad, but makes a great undercoat or accent 
colour. 
Flame: A bright yellow-orange. Add luxurious fire by 
blending with Burnt Orange and Ruby. 
Forest Green: Rich green, quite dark, a lot like 
Jade. A great accent colour and blends well with 
Straw and Honey. 
Honey: A glorious yellow. Superb as a bold single 
colour or a ‘wash’ overcoat. 
Midnight Blue: Deep blue with hint of purple. Add 
to quilted figure and catch the purple glint as you 
turn the piece. 
Plum: Sumptuous Purple. Looks quite Royal, lend-
ing an air of expense to your work. 
Ruby: Darkish red, Ruby adds a deep and opulent 
shade which blends superbly with Burnt Orange 
Stone Blue: A fairly bright blue. Mixes magnificent-
ly with Midnight Blue. 
Straw: A rich yellowy-green. Almost grasslike, one 
of the brightest colours and mixes well with Stone 
Blue to create a luxury green. 
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5
th

 February, Club Night – Turn In 
 
A good turnout of 68 members and one visitor 
attended the popular “Turn-in” evening. We had 
three lathes in operation Alan Baker was 
challenging members to show off or improve 
their Skew techniques on the Charnwood lathe 
with his selection of Skews. Alan attracted a 
wide selection of the membership from novices 
right through to our more experienced 
members, and as usual even the experts were 
learning from their peers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Always popular, Harry Woollhead was probably 
the busiest, showing us pendant making with 
offset turned centres, and turning goblets with 
natural edges from branch wood. As usual we 
were treated to some rather old jokes mixed 
with some very good advice as well as some 
rather unique tricks of the trade, such as 
“securing” a pendant on the lathe using a screw 
chuck, several small squares of plywood, 
kitchen unit melamine and a couple of layers of 
double sided carpet tape. 
 
The plywood was just a spacer due to the 
length of the screw, and the white melamine 
very cleverly showed through once the hole 
Harry was boring through the pendant reached 
the required depth. The Carpet tape was very 
effective in holding the piece, so much so that it 
had to be removed using a craft knife to break 
the seal the remaining sticky patch was then 
cleaned off with cellulose thinners. 

Harry then hung the finished pendant on a 
leather necklace. He purchases his leather 
strands from Creative Crafts in Winchester for 
about 12p a metre (other craft retailers are 
available). 
 
Our final demonstrator of the evening, taking a 
break from the tea table was Chris Davey our in
-house Lace Bobbin supremo. Chris was using 
his own 35-year-old home-made treadle lathe, 
based upon an old singer sewing machine 
treadle frame topped off with a very simple 
lathe including a self-made wooden chuck using 
small screws to hold the bobbin blanks in place. 
When asked if the lathe was variable speed his 
reply was it depended upon how fast his feet 
moved. This gives him great control over the 
turning speed. It’s a great test of a turner’s skill 
to combine turning fine detail with his hands 
whilst peddling the treadle at varying speeds 
with his feet. 
 
Chris kept his audience 
engaged by producing a 
wide range of bobbins 
along with his vast 
knowledge of the many 
hundreds of specific 
bobbins used by the 
various regional and 
international lace makers 

 
 
Following the tea interval Ian Woodford was 

volunteered to give us a 
critique of yet another very 
impressive gallery table. Ian 
imparted some of his 
woodturning knowledge with 
some useful tips such as 
setting aside some part 
turned boxes and lids 
allowing them to move 
before coming back later to 
finish them off. This helps 
with the fit of lids etc. 

 
We then returned to the three lathes for the rest 
of the evening, stopping briefly for the raffle. 

Andi Saunders 

Alan  Baker 

skewing with  

Steve Howell 

Above  
Chris Davey with his 

“Singer” lathe 
 

Left - 
One of his many bobbins 
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We enter into our fifth year as volunteers giving 

woodturning instruction to the students at 

Minstead with some very good news.  Another 

HWA member has volunteered to join us.   

Mike Dutton has completed his induction and 

has now joined us in the sessions to gain an 

understanding of the workshop operation whilst 

getting to know the students.  Welcome Mike I 

hope you get as much enjoyment from it as I 

do. 

And yet another volunteer has started the 

process of induction.  A local woodcarver who 

also does woodturning.  I’m very hopeful that I 

will be able to introduce him in the next Your 

Turn.  So a positive start for 2018 but we 

always have room for more volunteers to join 

in. 

 

Our sessions have had an Easter theme with 

Eggs and Chicks being made.  We have also 

had requests for more Earring Stands.  With a 

bit of concentration we achieve two finished 

stands in a morning or two 90 minute sessions.  

Session one is cut out the components, turn the 

base plus the long spindle and finial.  Second 

session is turn the top, drill the 24  2mm holes, 

finish and polish the components then 

assemble and glue.  There must be a lot of 

ladies who wear dangly earring.  Or is it just a 

present with a difference?  Whatever they sell 

as fast as they are finished. 

 

A date for your diaries is the Minstead Trust 

Summer Fete which is on Saturday 7
th
 July. We 

will be there with a stall of some sort. So before 

Easter is over we will be starting our 

preparation for the Summer Fete.  You are all 

welcome to attend this event so why not come 

and see what HWA has been supporting the 

last 5 years?   

Sometimes progress is slow, but at Minstead 

even the smallest progress is a triumph.  We 

have one student who insisted on wearing ear 

defenders as he hates noise, but enjoyed 

woodturning.  It’s been very difficult to get him 

to understand instruction. However he does 

have good control of the tools, but getting his 

attention and his understanding has proved 

difficult.  One of our turners has encouraged 

him to remove the ear defenders before starting 

and see how long he could cope with the noise.  

After a few months he is now no longer wearing 

them.    

Now he hears the instruction and responds 

accordingly.  His woodturning has improved 

beyond our best hopes. So a little progress 

that’s put a smile on his face as well as ours. 

 

Happy Easter to you all, don’t forget if you have 

the Grandchildren over the school holidays the 

sister charity to Minstead, Furzey Gardens is 

open.  Lots of open space for them to explore 

and Fairy Doors to find.  There’s also a very 

nice café for you to have a coffee or take your 

own picnic and find one of the many tables in 

the grounds.  It really is a good day out, and 

they sell some of the items we make.  Look out 

for the Easter chicks.  

 

 

Alan Sturgess 
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Richard has only been turning for 5 years. He 
decided to join H.W.A. 4 years ago to gain 
more knowledge from like-minded people. 
Joining HWA was one of the best choices he 
said he had made in his woodturning journey. 
Richard has been pleased to have introduced a 
number of new members to the Club as he 
knows they will benefit as much as he has.  
He sells a lot of his turning work at craft fairs; 
this is not to make a profit but to recoup some 
of the cost that he spends on tools and 
materials.  
Richard is always willing to learn new ways to 
improve on his turning skills by visiting many of 
the turning exhibitions in the south.  
His workshop is well laid out with 2 Axminster 
lathes, Dust extractor and 3 sharpening 
systems. He tells me his best purchase was 
CBN wheels for his low speed grinders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dislikes:-  Colouring and lacquering of wood. 
Quote, If wood was intended to be shiny it 
would be naturally shiny, unquote.  
Likes:-  Making Hollow forms, turned Items 
from Burrs, spalted wood and pieces showing 
knots and splits. Passing his knowledge on to 
others. 
Recommends:- Use ample lighting when 
turning. Make sure you use adequate dust 
extraction. Have the best sharpening system 
you can afford.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like more information on Richard’s 
experiences you will find him at most HWA 
meetings. Have a chat with him, You will find 
how passionate he is with his turning. 
 

Keith Barnes  

 
 
WIMS (Whats In My Shed 
 
 
In 2011 I had the privilege of visiting a number 
of member’s homes to photograph the inside of 
their workshops. I was looking for any modifi-
cation; ingenuities or ideas they may have cre-
ated to help their turning skills and that other 
member could benefit from. I was not disap-
pointed. I found simple ingenuous ideas such 
as a shower curtain on a slide rail hung behind 
the turner to prevent wood shaving from 
spreading across the workshop, in another 
workshop a roller blind had been fitted for the 
same reason. An engineer’s vice fixed to a 
section of wood so it could be clamped into a 
carpenters vice on a work bench making it 
portable, I also saw a trip wire fitted at low level 
between the front legs on a lathe to operate a 
trip switch. If an emergency should arise the 
turner could stop his lathe by tripping the wire 
with his leg. A remote hand held control similar 
to a television control was used to start and 
stop items that were not easily accessible like 
dust extractors and lighting.  
These were just a few examples I found during 
my visits. We called it “What’s in my Shed”.  
It was suggested I carry out a similar write up 
for “Your Turn”. So here we go.  
My first visit in December last year was to 
Richard Bray’s workshop in Gosport. Richard 
has a passion for wood. Before he retired in 
2016 he was a carpenter and joiner. Having 
left school he served an apprenticeship with a 
local building company so he has a good 
knowledge and understanding of wood.  
 
He has built himself an 8 x 6 workshop in his 
back garden where his lathes and sharpening 
systems are located,  
His garage has a partitioned off room where 
his other equipment and wood is housed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note the amount of lighting and  
number of socket outlets. 
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It is the 3rd club meeting in a row when the guest giving 
the appraisal has praised the Novice corner. This is such 
a good sign that the Novices are confident enough to 
present their work and long may it last. I am sure other 
clubs would welcome their new members being so 
positive and enthusiastic enough to do this. It is a credit 
to Harry and his helpers and the club members who so 
freely chip in with advice.  
My advice to the Novices is to always bring a piece of 
work to the Novice corner for advice then put it on the 
table for appraisal. With all the entries we are getting at 
the moment it may not be picked up by the appraiser but 
you stand the chance of having two bites at the cherry. 

 

This leads me onto wood. I put a Yew bowl onto the table 
which was a little bit of a punt. The Yew log was given to 
me and after slicing into bowl size sections I discovered 
the tree was past its sell by date and rotting. I tried by 
putting super glue onto the rotten areas after roughing 
out the shape. But it did not hold the fibres together 
enough for me to get any form of finish.  I decided to 
leave the bowl thick and accept the poor finish in the 
name of art. I know it did not work. But I was given some 
advice by our very experienced treasurer Alan Sturgess. 
He said I should have soaked the poor quality wood in 
sanding sealer as this would have bound the fibres 
together and allowed me to continue to finish the shape 
and achieved a reasonable finish. So, do not be afraid to 
use the sealer as a healer. After all you have nothing to 
lose if the wood is rotting. 

 

I have always been inspired by the variety of the items 
on the table and would advise you all to inspect them 
carefully. If anything gets your interest and I would be 
very disappointed if it did not and would have to 
recommend a Doctor. But remember that turners love 
nothing better than to talk about their work. So do not be 
afraid to seek out the turner and ask them.  

 

 Why did they choose that shape? 

 What decisions did they make in choosing the wood? 

 What difficulties did they have in getting the finish? 

You will definitely learn a few gems. 

 

I am currently trying to decide what shape I should make 
for a finial that will sit on top of a cup. When I 
remembered Bert Marsh’s book Woodturner, where he 
recommends Brighton Pavilion as an inspiration on 
shapes. It is awash with different domes and well worth a 
visit inside as well. Take your camera and take lots of 
pictures. Bert Marsh like Gaudi the great Spanish 
designer used nature to gain inspiration on forms and 
with the advent of spring the garden will be an ideal 
place to start. 

Happy Chipping  

Alan Baker  

 

We welcome 2 new members:- 
 
Carlton Bath from Romsey,  
Pete Skidmore from Nursling. 
 
Members attending monthly meetings. 
December 45, January 41 February 58 
 
Visitors. 
December 13, January 4 February 1 
 
Our membership numbers now stand at 91 this includes 
3 honorary members. 
 
April is the clubs AGM. This is also the time of year your 
membership fees for 2018/19 are due. The committee 
again are hoping to keep these fees at their present level 
of £25.00. 
 
We will know for certain by the end of March if this is the 
case. 
 
Where else would you get an evening entertainment for 
less than £2.10p? And a magazine 4 times a year 
(Perhaps I should not have written that). Any comments 
address them to Dave Gibbard and please keep them 
clean. 
 
You will also know H.W.A. give great value for the fees 
you pay. By re-joining and keeping member’s numbers in 
the high 90 we have the opportunity to keep these fees 
as low as possible and are less likely any increase will be 
made. 
 
It would be of immense help if you pay your membership 
fees on time. This saves time and trips to the bank. 
 
Bob Hope the club secretary on our behalf has lined up a 
year of excellent demonstrators and events not to be 
missed. 
 
If for any reason you will not be re-joining can you please 
let me know ASAP? This again saves my time and cost 
as I would normally send out reminders by post and 
email if you have not decided to re-join by June. 
 
 

Keith Barnes. 
 

Membership Secretary. 
 

01489 796433 
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New Lamps for Old Legs 

 

From time to time we receive requests for some turning and one of the more unusual occurred this 

Autumn.  The request was to create lamp bases from the legs of a snooker table.  When a request 

is circulated I often wonder whether anyone takes on the job.  Well this time I rashly thought I could 

have a go, after all I have a long hole boring tool to drill the hole and a bandsaw to remove the top 

square section, what could go wrong? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My idea was to remove all but 1/2” of the top square section on the bandsaw, use my largest saw-

tooth bit to create a chucking recess in the bottom, mount the leg on the lathe and turn a tenon to 

fit my chuck on the top.  Then the leg would be ready for boring once from one end, then with it 

turned round from the other.  What could go wrong? 

So I tentatively contacted the owner and arranged for him to come over to my workshop and to-

gether we completed one of the legs.  The first problem we found was that the round part of the 

legs was just too fat, by only 1/8”, and I could not use the bandsaw.  The solution was to use a 

portable circular saw on each face of the square section and finish the cut with a hand saw.  Next 

in order to use the sawtooth bit it was necessary to drill and plug a hole in the base to provide a 

centre for the large bit.  The problem with this job is that however careful you are in setting up the 

legs they were always going to be out of balance.  Fortunately you only need about 500rpm and 

21lbs of unbalanced wood was just manageable and the boring could proceed.  The boring always 

takes a little time as you must withdraw the auger frequently to prevent the build up of shavings 

pushing the tool off line or jamming it completely.  The final task was to remove the tenon on the 

top which was easily done as it was only held by 3 dowels. 

It only remained to do the other seven.  Thankfully the owner was delighted with the result and he 

thanked me for being brave enough to have a go.  So if anyone you know would like an unusual 

lamp I can put you in touch. 

 

John Holden 
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Personalised HWA clothing 

 

Sweatshirts with Badge and name of member   

£20.00 

Fleeces with Badge and name of member 

£30.00 

Formal shirts with Badge and name 

£25.00 

Caps with Badge only 

£10.00 

 

Choice of colour 

Burgundy or Blue  

 

 

These can all be ordered from Keith Barnes at 
club nights on the welcome table or you can 
contact him directly on the following:- 

01489 796433 or 

new.members.hwa@gmail.com  

 
The club shop which operates at our monthly 
meetings is now managed by Pete Willcocks  
 

 
 
 
The shop stocks a wide range of essential turn-
ing consumables, from abrasives to finishing 
products. All items are very competitive prices, 
there’s a small selection of the range in the pho-
to below 

Pete also keeps copies of the Axminster Tools 
catalogues from which their products can be or-
dered for a discount price. 
 
Please ask if there is something you would like 
to see on the shop table, this is run by members 
for members not for profit. 
 
You can contact Pete on:- 
 
02380 395335 or  
 
pete.willcocks@ntlworld.com 
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In this new regular feature Terry Smart from Chestnut 
Products will be sharing some of the more interesting 

responses to questions to Chestnut’s helpline 

This month’s questions start with one about something that confuses a lot of people. Many of our products are 

marked as highly flammable (in the case of the aerosols they’re extremely flammable) and people worry that they 

aren’t safe to use on candlesticks and tealight holders etc. The flammability is because of the solvent in them, once 

the product (wax, lacquer, sealer etc) has dried and the solvent evaporated away it’s no more flammable than any 

other coating such as a paint or varnish, so there’s no need to worry about that. 

A product that is surprisingly flammable, or more accurately ‘easy to ignite’ is Steel Wool and especially the 0000 

grade, something we’ve not so much been asked about as told about after the event. Steel Wool is great to have in 

the workshop, but make sure you store it away from any heat source or naked flames – or sparks. Is it near your 

grinder maybe? 

Another (common) question is whether a toy safe finish is also food safe. Not necessarily: the test for food safety is 

far more stringent and not only tests for different elements with lower allowable levels but the finishes are exposed to 

much harsher use (including contact with solvents designed to emulate contact with different foodstuffs). 

An easy one, about whether to use a sanding sealer underneath Oil. That’s a resounding ‘no’, oils need to penetrate 

the timber and using a sealer first will dramatically impede this. 

Someone else asked about what speed to run our Buffing Wheels at. The answer is at whatever speed you feel com-

fortable at, anything between 600 and 1500rpm is fine. I favour 1200rpm personally.  At slower speeds the wheels 

will distort to follow awkward shapes so this could be an advantage. We’ve been told that it’s also possible to buff 

finishes such as WoodWax 22 at slower speeds whereas higher speeds could cause it to smear, We’ve been asked 

about what speed to use with the various polishing brushes. As always with these things, the starting point is the 

speed you feel comfortable at; we’d say around 500rpm is fine, you can go faster but we wouldn’t recommend any-

thing over 1000rpm. 

Our new Microcrystalline Wax Stick has attracted a lot of attention, and we’ve been asked about the best way to use 

it. It can be used on the ‘C’ wheel of our Buffing System or applied onto a sealed piece of wood on the lathe, using 

the friction caused by contact to melt the wax on. The most important thing to remember is to use it sparingly, like it’s 

paste version less really is more and you don’t need to apply very much of it. 

In a similar vein, we’ve been asked a couple of times if it’s ok to use the Microcrystalline Wax (either version) and the 

Carnauaba Wax Stick on the same wheel, and the answer is yes, they don’t mind sharing but try to make sure 

there’s not too much of the Microcrystalline Wax on the wheel; a quick clean up with some abrasive can sometimes 

help get a better result. 

I was asked about the difference between the three grades of Superglue. The Thin one is ideal for sealing small 

cracks in timber and wicks into them to do the job. It dries very quickly. 

The Medium one is slightly slower drying (about 20 seconds) and is a good ‘all-rounder’ for most uses, including join-

ing wood, sticking together pen barrels and your fingers. Always keep some DeBonder handy! I especially like the 

Medium one because it stays where you put it. The Thick version is popular for gap filling and is often mixed with 

sawdust to colour it. This one can take a couple of minutes to dry. 

Lastly this time we were asked about storing Cellulose Sanding Sealer and if it could be put in a plastic milk bottle. 

From a Health and Safety point of view we can’t recommend this, it should be stored in the original container with all 

the safety warnings present. We wouldn’t use a plastic bottle anyway as the solvents in the sealer will eventually eat 

away at it; the thinner the plastic the quicker this will happen. If you need to decant it into something a glass jar is 

always best, and of course you should pour any unused material back into the tin before storing it safely. 


