
1 

 

Autumn Issue September 2018 

Hampshire Woodturners Association Newsletter 

Featured in this issue 

Laced Bowls Inlaid Bowls 



2 

Your Turn 

Autumn Issue 

September 2018 

CONTENTS:- 

 

• Treasurer Update 

• Reports of Meetings:- 

•  June  Laced and Wired bowls  

     Andy Fortune 

• July  Decorative Inlay on Turning  

  with Milliput  Jim Overton 

• August  Club Challenge   

• Minstead update  -Alan Sturgess 

• Membership   - Keith Barnes 

• Terry’s Top Tips - Finishing tips 
 

Coming Events:- 

• Mon 3rd September  Adrian Smith 

Painting on turning 

•  Monday 1st October Les Thorne 

 Showtime 2018 

• Mon 5th November    Mike Haselden 

  Mike’s Mystery Part  III 

• Mon 3rd December Christmas Social 

 

Committee:- 

 
Dave Gibbard - Chairman 02380 262660 
d-m.gibbard@dsl.pipex.com  
Bob Hope - Secretary 01189 813552 
hopebob1@aol.com  
Alan Sturgess - Treasurer 02380 892622  
aesturg@sky.com  
Keith Barnes - Membership 01489 796433  
new.members.hwa@gmail.com  
Alan Baker - Novices 02380 269899  
ajsbaker@aol.com  
Andi Saunders - Editor 01489 786750  
andi4asg@aol.com  
John Holden - Outreach - 02380 733627  
john.hwa@handjholden.plus.com+  
Dave Simpson—Library 
 
Tom James   07919 577256 
tomjamestj@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Welcome to our Autumn issue:- 

 

Since the last issue we have enjoyed  

demonstrations from two turners relatively 

new to the circuit and both quite local, what 

they gave us was some simple and interesting 

methods for embellishing your turned items. 

The theme was then carried on to the Club 

Challenge, which in turn attracted a very wide 

range of entries of the usual very high 

standard that we have now come to expect on 

the gallery table every month. 

As you will note later in this issue, things are 

warming up in the hunt for this years Len 

Osborne Trophy. 

Staying on the “local” theme our next three 

club nights all have demonstrators from within 

our own membership Adrian, Les & Mike. 

With summer now coming to an end it is also 

the time of year for some outings, try these:- 

 

Yandles Woodworking Show 

7th & 8th September 

Hurst Works, Hurst, Martock,  

Somerset, TA12 6JU  

 

Screwfix Live—A massive event with more 

than 180 of Screwfix’s brand suppliers 

displaying their goods. 10% discount on the 

day. Also a goodie bag worth £30 to all 

attendees.  28—30 September at the 

Farnborough International Exhibition Centre, 

ETPS Road Farnborough, Hants GU14 6TQ  

 

Surrey Association of Woodturners  

Open Day 

Sunday 28th October 10.30—16.00 

This is always a good day out, with plenty of 

stalls and demonstrations.  

Mychett Centre, 140 Mychett Road,  

Mychett GU16 6AA 

 

Andi (Editor) 
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Chairman’s musing 

 

We’re all so aware of health hazards these days that you can’t venture into the shed until you’ve got 

your safety boots on, donned your smock, eye protection, face mask and turned on the dust extractor. 

By this time, nature reminds you that you didn’t use the loo before you came out. So it all has to come 

off again prior to a cursory brush down to go into the house. Whilst there you realise it’s about coffee 

time so you make one and read the paper whilst drinking it, maybe ponder over a few crossword clues 

before venturing out into the shed again.  

Finally you are back out there ready to start and you turn the radio on just for company. Of course it 

has to be turned up really loud and there’s no chance of hearing the phone or the door bell (could it be 

a neighbour come to complain about the noise?)  

 

This hot weather doesn’t help either and a headache is never very far away. 

As a way of avoiding much of this, let me introduce you to the joys of wet turning if you haven’t discov-

ered them already. There’s no dust you see, so no noise either. The shavings come streaming off the 

gouge with a gentle hiss in a strangely satisfying way. I remember watching Phil Irons reduce a green 

log to a mountain of long wet shavings. I’m sure he meant to make something bigger but became so 

mesmerised by the shavings streaming over his shoulder that he ended up with a small vase and a 

skip load of wet shavings. Never mind, it got me hooked.  

 

Seasoning wood? Forget it, just hack a branch off a tree and straight on the 

lathe with it. Woodturning for the impatient cheapskate. Of course there are 

snags. You’ll need to get the work pretty thin to avoid it splitting as it dries. But 

don’t worry; we’ve had demonstrators showing us how to convert such disas-

ters into decorative features by filling with coloured resins or lacing across the 

split.  

 

Very arty. You can actually feel the selling price rising as the split widens. 

 

 

Some wet turned items 

 

Treasurer – Change on the way 

 

It was at the AGM that I announced that Alan Sturgess, our long serving treasurer would be standing 

down by the 2019 AGM. Alan has been a stalwart of our Club seemingly forever and has performed 

the treasurer’s role for most of that time. The fact that our finances are in such good shape and the 

members are virtually unaware of it all speaks volumes for the efficiency of Alan’s work, the initiative 

he shows and the trust placed in him by the committee and members.  

 

I am delighted to tell you that Mike Dutton who has been a member since 2015 has agreed to take 

over. The timing is ideal as there will be a good period of overlap during which time Alan will progres-

sively hand over to Mike. 

 

I have come to know Mike since he signed up as a volunteer at Minstead Trust and have been im-

pressed by his willingness to get involved and go about things in a calm and confident manner. I am 

sure that under Mike we can look forward to a seamless transition and continuing sound financial man-

agement. 

 

Of course, Alan continues as treasurer until next April when although he will be stepping down from 

that role he still expects to be an active member of the Club as well as continuing as a volunteer and 

prime mover in our support of Minstead Trust.  

Dave Gibbard 

Chairman 
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4th June 2018 - Andy Fortune Laced Bowls 
 
This month’s demonstrator was Andy Fortune from the Isle of Wight, 
Formally a Self-employed Plumber, Andy started turning in 1997 and has been a full-time turner since 2013. 
Trading as The Mulberry Tree Woodturnery. He makes handmade bowls, platters and hollow forms from 
locally sourced green timber on the Isle of Wight at his workshop and gallery in Newtown. He also provides 
bowl turning courses for individuals and groups and supplies timber, tools and equipment.  
He has been a member of the Register of Professional Turners since 2014. 
 
As Andy turns most of his items from ‘green’ timber there is a chance that a piece may split as the timber 
releases its moisture. Often the drying process will just change the shape of a piece but when this change 
happens too rapidly splitting can happen. After spending time making a piece and especially when the item 
has turned out better than expected, it can be difficult to discard it. So he has developed his method of 
leather thong or copper wire stitching, and this is to be the theme of the evening 
 
Andy is also an active member of the Wight Woodturners, his latest project has been making replica bowls 
in the style of Tudor artefacts found on the wreck of the Mary Rose, Henry the VIII’s flagship which sank in 
the Solent in 1545. 
 
In the absence of chairman Dave it was left for Bob to get the meeting started with the usual notices prior 
to introducing our demonstrator for the evening. 56 members attended along with 9 visitors including 3 
young boys and a member’s son visiting from Sydney, Australia.  
1 new member Jason Wilkins from Ringwood, who chose us over Dorset turners as we are a friendlier 
group, giving a total of 66 on the night 
 
Andy started his demonstration explaining that he almost exclusively uses Record Power tools in his turn-
ing. He placed a spalted Beech bowl blank into the chuck, pointing out the split already in the side. and pro-
ceeded to use a roughing gouge to at first skim the face before starting to roughly shape outside of the 
bowl. Taking the role of a tutor Andy explained his techniques as he worked pushing the handle away for 
concave shape and then back towards him for the opposite curve, performing both in one smooth opera-
tion. Moving onto a scraper that he has ground to a gradual curve. He then tidied up the outside and base 
before cutting in a 50mm recess ready for reversing in the chuck. At this point Andy mentioned the “3 ups” 
Tool Rest, Handle Height and Speed needed for this part. He then sanded through several grades of abra-
sive and then applied Tung Oil which due to the nature of his work he uses almost exclusively keeping his 
need for finishing products to a minimum, something a lot of us could adopt. Asked if Tung Oil is “Food 
Friendly” Andy’s answer was that “it’s not on the tin but seems ok and appears pretty stable when dry”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andy Fortune Demonstrating 
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4th June 2018 - Andy Fortune Laced Bowls  Continued 
 
With the wood reversed in the chuck Andy started to scoop out the inside with his trusty scraper using a 
lot of arm movement, He likes to hollow out in two stages, i.e. half way in and then to the final depth of 
cut. He then returned to the gouge to shape the top edge before sanding and oiling. So, a very quickly 
turned bowl ready to have the split emphasised with some lacing after the interval. 
 
Following the tea break we were treated to a very thorough gallery critique by club veteran Brian Hannam, 
who took time to talk about every item on the table, he was even complimentary about a very well deco-
rated Oak bowl which amused many of the older members who were aware of his particular dislike of this 
wood for turning purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We then returned to Andy for a rather brief second half, where he drilled several lacing holes on either 
side of the split in the side of the bowl, pointing out the importance of following the line of the split to 
avoid getting two holes on the same side of the split. He then showed us a large selection of leather 
thongs which are offcuts which he gets from his son who is a leather worker. He then selected a thong 
that was a good contrast to beech and proceeded to lace through the holes, cutting off the ends and glu-
ing them into the last holes at each end. 
 
Andy regularly uses copper and framing wire as alternatives to leather. He also showed us some other al-
ternatives such a something that looked like brake cable. All in all, an interesting  demonstration of an al-
ternative way of bowl finishing, which was well received by the assembled audience. The meeting then 
came to a slightly earlier than usual ending with the drawing of the raffle, which had some particularly nice 
prizes on offer. 
 

Andi Saunders 

Brian  Hannam Critiques the Gallery 

A selection of Andy’s work 
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Monday 2
nd

 July – Jim Overton Inlaying with Milliput 

 
51 members attended including 3 new members, from Durley, Woodlands and Chandlers Ford. 
6 Visitors, this included 3 young lads under the age of 16, 57 in total for the evening.  
 
Our demonstrator for July was Jim Overton,  
or Dr. James Overton BDS (Lond.), LDSRCS (Eng.) to give him his full title.  
Jim is a working dental surgeon who lives on the edge of the New Forest in Hampshire in the 
UK. Who in his spare time makes and creates things, mainly out of wood. a lot of  
Woodturning but also wood carving, cold casting, knife making and leatherwork. Jim has also 
built up a large international following online with his own You-Tube Channel on which he 
shows us a lot of experimental woodturning and other crafts. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6h82LH3PtdiSHaj_7f09Fg 

He is now regarded by many as the King of Milliput. Although Jim has demonstrated his craft 

at many trade shows across the country, this was to be his first ever club demonstration. 

Jim started his demonstration with a sycamore bowl blank in his “Easy Wood Tools” chuck, he quickly turned the 

outside of the blank to its finished shape, before moving onto cutting the required channel for the Milliput inlay with 

a scraper, approximately an inch wide along the centre line of the outside edge. Jim recommends inlaying the out-

side before hollowing out. 

In preparing the inlay, he uses a slow set epoxy resin prior to applying the Milliput this improves grip, stability and 

quality. 

He then prepared the Milliput, for this demonstration Jim used two colours black and white, Jim mixed equal parts 

of the two-part pack, at first just folding and pinching in his hands until the colour was consistent throughout, keep-

ing both colours separate, each was rolled out very thin using a rolling pin and baking parchment. He then trimmed 

the pieces into thin one-inch strips using a Stanley blade with a Milliput handle to chop the edges rather than slide 

the blade through. Jim wears gloves for the mixing process mainly to avoid contamination between the colours but 

also due to skin sensitivity, the colours do wash off the hands quite easily with soap and water. He enveloped four 

layers of the two colours before twisting, Zig-Zagging and “Squidging” it into a long sausage shaped piece, which 

he then broke into smaller lengths to inlay into the bowl.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Jim starts to inlay the Milliput                                    Milliput now set and ready for turning 

 

 

This brought us to the tea break, during which Jim was kept very busy talking to members who had lots of question 

for him. 

continued 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6h82LH3PtdiSHaj_7f09Fg
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Jim Overton continued 

Following the interval, we had a Blue Peter moment, Jim had replaced the original piece with another similar one that he had 

prepared earlier (some six months earlier) so the Milliput had had plenty of time to cure, it is normally ready to work in 24 

hours. You can use pretty much any tool to cut the Milliput back, Jim tends to use either his Record Power heavy duty square 

scraper or his carbide tool from Easy Wood Tools. 

Initially the cured Milliput was quite white and dull but the more it was turned the more the pattern emerged the black still  

looking a little grey but darkens as it is polished. Using a Simon Hope sander Jim used 180 and 380 grits before using cellulose 

sanding sealer (in his own workshop he prefers to use the aerosol version) Mike Hasleden asked if he dilutes the sanding sealer, 

which he confirmed he does, which met with a favourable response from the audience, although not recommended by Terry 

from Chestnut products. He then finished with a couple of applications of Yorkshire Grit, which he feels removes the need to 

use a wider range of abrasive grits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jim Reducing the Milliput flush with bowl                                             Once the lathe stops the pattern appears 

 

Following a thank you from Dave Gibbard on behalf of those present, Jim then somewhat reluctantly agreed to give his first 

ever gallery critique, only due to the fact that he felt what was on display was of a standard too high for him to critique, so he 

just picked out several of the items and gave his admiration to the work. 

Some more examples of Jim’s work 

 

 

About the Milliput Company 

In 1968 Jack and Lena Rickman founded The Milliput Company to manufacture a two-part epoxy putty for Industry and DIY 

markets. It was during 1970 that modellers worldwide soon began adopting Standard Milliput to fill gaps in metal models, 

converting stock figurines, making buildings and scenic base work and for the production of master models for commercial 

purposes. 

In 1979 Milliput moved to larger premises in Dolgellau, Mid Wales which enabled the product to be developed further. 

In 1991 The Milliput Company received official recognition of their efforts with a prestigious ‘Rural Enterprise Award’ from the 

Development Board for Rural Wales. 

Jack and Lena retired from the business and handed over the running of the company to their son Eddie and his wife Jane, 

successfully maintaining the 'family' stamp on the Company for the future. Their son Stephen joined the business in 2006. 

Milliput is located in Dolgellau, a small town in the beautiful Snowdonia National Park 

Andi Saunders 
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Monday 6th August 

Club challenge and Talk on the history of the New Forest 

We had 48 members attend with 2 new members and 3 

honorary members (under 18) giving us 53 in total on the 

night. New members are Peter Draper from Southampton and 

Stuart Morgan from Lee on Solent. A good turnout 

considering the very hot weather and holiday period. 

As the title suggests the evening was in two parts, firstly the 

Club Challenge to turn something incorporating a material 

other than wood. An ideal opportunity to try one of the 

themes from our previous three meetings gilding, lacing or 

resin filler.  And secondly an illustrated talk by Richard 

Duponte about Management of the New Forest. 

The Challenge attracted an excellent range of entries, one or 

two which initially prompted the question “where is the other 

material?” most of which were resolved by closer inspection 

for example one item had been gilded on the underside of the 

edge, which wasn’t apparent until it was picked up. Members 

had until the break to inspect the entries and then submit 

their 1st, 2nd & 3rd place votes into the ballot box, this said 

voting was concluded very quickly and John Holden was able 

to collate the results in good time for Lynda Barkaway to 

produce the certificates in her usual hand calligraphed style 

during the tea break. Results to follow below. 

Our guest speaker for the evening was Richard Duponte, a 

Ranger in the New Forest who has a wide knowledge of the 

forest current and past. Richard’s talk took us on an illustrated 

whistle stop tour of the history of the forest from its early 

uses right up to the current management of what is now a 

National Park. The talk was accompanied by a large selection 

of projected slides. I think it safe to say that the majority of 

the audience were not only well entertained but also learned 

quite a few things that they did not know beforehand. The 

New Forest has never been a forest in the way that we 

generally use the name today, it was actually placed under 

“Forest Law” by William the Conqueror i.e. an area set aside 

for the sole use of the King in pursuit of his hunting activities. 

There are probably more trees there now than in William’s 

time.  

The large stock of Oak and Beech currently to be found were 

planted in the early 1800’s initially planned to be used in ship 

building for the Royal Navy.  

In 1949 following the reduction in stock during the two 

world wars, 5000 acres of open forest land were set 

aside for new pine plantations known as “Verderers En-

closures” which continue to be harvested to this day, 

these are then being returned to open heath land. Rich-

ard continued his presentation with a brief introduction 

to his current project which is the New Forest Reptile 

Centre, located two miles to the west of Lyndhurst 

where Specially created display enclosures allow you to 

study these animals in close-up. They have the only col-

lection of all the native lizards, snakes, frogs and toads, 

including Britain's only venomous snake - the adder - 

and rarest lizard - the sand lizard. 

Richard then answered Questions from the audience, 

before receiving a warm round of applause. 

We then moved onto the Challenge results and presen-

tation of certificates, Dave Gibbard announced the re-

sults in traditional reverse order 

3rd Tom James Metal Rose on a wooden Base and 
Glass dome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd  Dave Simpson infilled bowl using an acrylic pen 
blank 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st Mike Hasleden  Multi-Offset turned 
bowl with inlaid Milliput and wooden ball in the centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictures of  all of the entries  can be found on the Club 
website. 
We now look forward to September’s meeting with the 
inimitable Adrian Smith returning to complete his 
presentation from last year. 

Andi Saunders 
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The Minstead Trust Summer Fete was held on 

Saturday 7th July attendance was down a bit, 

this was thought to be due to some football 

competition being held in Russia and a big 

match kicking off at 3pm.  But our Woodturning 

stall ably manned by Susan and Keith Barnes 

still managed to take around £130, well done 

Susan and Keith. Again, this was down on last 

year. the total takings for the whole event were 

£5500.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks also to Mike Dutton for helping to set 

up the stall in the morning with Dave Gibbard.  

Dave was using the Club’s Charnwood lathe to 

demonstrate with a couple of the more able 

students in the afternoon.  But the 

demonstration was short lived when the motor 

control PCB in the lathe burnt out after just 20 

minutes or so.  Best laid plans again 

scuppered. 

 

The Trust also had a marquee at the New 

Forest Show in July with quite an array of the 

student Woodturning on display.  The stand 

was in a quiet corner but still attracted a good 

number of visitors and was seen by the Trust 

Directors as a good way to promote the work 

and ethos of Minstead Trust. 

 

 

During the holiday season it has been difficult to 

cover all the Monday sessions with two turners.  

On one occasion I had to cancel the session as 

we had no turners available.  That was the first 

time in four and a half years we had not 

manned a planned session. But so far all the 

Thursdays have been covered by at least one 

turner. 

 

The student numbers per session have dropped 

to two lots of three. So one student gets a 1 to 1 

in each session.  The drop off is not lack of 

interest it’s due to changes in local authority 

funding.  A number of the students have had 

their time at Minstead reduced.  This has meant 

they have changed their day, lost a day or been 

moved to half days.  So they are still there but 

not at the time we have the Woodturning 

sessions.  I guess the pressure on funding 

won’t change but hopefully we can encourage a 

couple of new students to pick up the vacant 

slots during the autumn term. 

Alan Stugess 

A display of 

turned items 

was for sale 

There was plenty to 

sing and dance about 
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I am always amazed with the passion members 
have with their wood turning, Harry is no 
exception.  
 
Before his accident golf was Harry’s main 
hobby but with his arm now not suited to a golf 
swing it had to come to an end. 
 
Still being a member of the golf club he was 
asked to turn a number of trophy bases for the 
club using wood from an old blackthorn tree 
felled on the golf course.  
 
The name of the club, “Old Thorns” Liphook.    
At the start of his new hobby he was able to sell 
his turned items at an outlet in Chichester. He 
went on to tell me he is not afraid of selling his 
items at reasonable prices to cover the cost of 
the material and his labour, which he feels is 
justified for the time he spends making them. 
Quality made items will always sell at realistic 
prices.  
 
Harry’s lounge is an Aladdin’s cave of his 
turned work from clocks, boxes, goblets, 
platters, large and small bowls, you name it 
Harry has turned it with the quality of the finish 
outstanding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beech, Yew and most English hard woods are 
his main choice for turning.  A lot of his turning 
is now for commission pieces, or sold to a 
Gallery.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

continued 

We welcome 4 new members. Jason Wilkins 
from Ringwood.  Jamie, Arthur and Alfred 
Barton-Hide from Chandlers Ford, Peter Trodd 
from Woodlands, Tony Lidington from Durley, 
Peter Draper from Southampton and Stuart 
Morgan from Lee on the Solent. This now gives 
us 13 new members who have joined in 2018. 

Our present membership now stands at 83.  

We are still waiting on some membership fees 
to be paid. 

Members attending monthly meetings.  

June 57. July 51. August 53.  

Visitors.  

June 9, July 6, August 0 

Data Protection Policy 

All our current members have now signed up to 
the DPP Thank you for your support in helping 
the committee conform to this Government 
regulation.  

Keith Barnes. 
Membership Secretary. 

Telephone No, 01489 796433 

 In this issue : - Harry Butler kindly agreed to 
show me around his home and workshop which 
is located in a small village close to Petersfield  
where he has locally grown hard wood readily 
available. Harry has recently returned to the 
club. He found travelling to Eastleigh at night 
very daunting but now has a lift with other 
members who live in the same area. Harry has 
been turning since 2000 and is self-taught.  
 
After serving in the Metropolitan police for 
25years, he then started up his own business, 
which he later sold. He and his wife moved to 
Portugal for the sunshine, but returned to the 
U.K. to be closer to their family.  
They were involved in a major road accident 
which left Harry with his right arm unable to 
straighten out fully. This was when he started to 
find pleasure in wood turning as a hobby, 
starting with pen making then progressing on to 
other forms. 

What’s in My Shed? 
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What’s in my Shed Continued 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His workshop is in 3 sections. The first section 
holds his lathe. In front of his lathe is a double 
door which opens up to the yard. A free stand-

ing extractor fan blows a lot of the dust away 
to the outside area.  
Behind where he stands at his lathe is a  
plastic curtain on a runner, behind this curtain 
in reaching distance for ease of sharpening his 
turning tools is a slow grinder installed with a 
CBN wheel. He told me the CBN wheel has 
made a lot of difference to his tool grinding 
and finishing.  
The 2nd section is for preparation with the 3rd 
area for finishing. 
The main Items in the workshop includes his 
lathe, large band saw, floor mounted planer, 

 
I asked the question what are your dislikes 
with wood turning? 
Colouring of natural wood with the exception 
of ebonising beech when making for a 
commission piece.  
 
Wax polish is the only finish he uses as he 
finds others impair the wood by not letting it 
breath. 
 
Likes and dislikes with H.W.A.  
 
Harry finds the Gallery an important part of 
the clubs activities, he gets a lot of his ideas 
from here. 
Learning from friendly likeminded people who 
are willing to discuss their turning with him. 
He likes to pass his turning knowledge on to 
others people by practical means in his work 
shop. 
He would like to see more DVDs in the club’s 
collection, and would be willing to pay more to 
hire them out or have the membership fee  
increased to offset the cost. 
 
Are there any points you would like to pass  
onto other members?  
Use sanding sealer diluted down in thinners to 
60 – 70%. This will allows it to soak into the 
grain of the wood and not just lay on the top 
surface. 
 
The use of a CBN wheel for sharpening  
turning tools. It gives better results than a 
standard white wheel. 
 
My thanks to Harry for his time in seeing and 
showing me round his workshop. 
 

Keith Barnes. 
 

On a visit to Sydney 
Australia in 2003 
Harry was introduced 
to Mike Darlow who 
he has kept in touch 
with. 
Mike is a well-known 
respected wood 
turner in Australia 
having written books 
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Braishfield flower show. 14 July. 

For the second year I attended the annual show of 

the Braishfield Horticultural Society on behalf of 

Minstead Trust. This is essentially a show for the 

members with a bewildering list of competition 

categories held in the village hall. In the afternoon 

the show is opened to the public and the new 

chairman is trying to get a few craft type stalls 

added to spread the interest. Last year I was doing 

demos helped by John Holden and Keith and 

Susan Barnes. This year our new lathe had failed 

(again) so I just went along on my own to sell work 

made in the woodturning section at Minstead and 

give out HWA info to anyone interested.  

It was a lovely afternoon and better attended by 

the local general public this time in spite of football 

and tennis on TV. I took £76 for the Trust and 

enjoyed some interesting chat.  

 

 

 

 

There were 2 other stalls on the rec. Plant sales 

and dyers, spinners and weavers. I saw an expert 

spinning with drop spindles of the type we were 

asked to make at Minstead though it was slow 

compared to the spinning wheel which he also had 

on show. I wondered what the hammering was all 

about and when I investigated found someone 

hammering leaves between cloth which transferred 

a pattern of tannin. Fixing the tannin with ferrous 

sulphate left very nice natural looking leaf patterns 

dyed into the cloth. I failed to see how this might 

be used for wood but feel free to have a go. 

Dave Gibbard 

 
Len Osborne Trophy 2018-19 Leader Board 

 
Points System 

 
Normal meeting. 2 Point for an entry plus 1 bonus point 
for second entry 
 
Challenge night. 2 Points for an entry plus 1 bonus 
point for second entry  
 
Christmas Social 2 Points for an entry plus 1 bonus 
point for second entry  
 
Pair of items placed on table ie 2 table lamps, 2 condi-
ments mills = 2points + 1 bonus point unless in a chal-
lenge / social event. 
 

Current Leader Board 

 

Outreach 

 No. of Total Bonus 

NAME Items Points Points 

    

Mike Haselden 8 10 3 

Steve Howell  11 8 4 

Dave Simpson 5 8 1 

Alan Baker 4 8 0 

Tom James  5 6 2 

Dave Gibbard 4 6 1 

Harry Woollhead 4 6 1 

Adrian Smith 3 6 0 

Mario Demontis 3 6 0 

Paul Patterson  5 4 2 

Ian Woodford 3 4 1 

Harry Butler 3 4 1 

Mike Dutton 3 4 1 

Roger Charlesworth 3 4 1 

Greg Long 3 4 1 

Peter Osborne 3 4 1 

Brian Eyley 2 4 0 

John Holden 2 4 0 

Jason Wilkins 2 4 0 

Phil Bristow 2 4 0 

Tony Lidington 3 2 1 

John R Davis 1 2 0 

Pete Broadbent 1 2 0 

Carlton Bath 1 2 0 

Peter Draper 1 2 0 

Tomas Pine 1 2 0 

Keith Barnes 
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In this regular feature Terry Smart from Chestnut  
Products will be sharing some of the more interesting 

responses to questions to Chestnut’s helpline 

 

Times when it’s ok to use thinners in Cellulose Sanding Sealer 

This time were returning to the question of thinning down products and in particular our Cellulose 

Sanding Sealer. It’s such a contentious issue. So much so that we’re going into our studio to make 

some more YouTube films soon and this will be the subject of one of them. 

 

Regular readers will know that we do not recommend over-thinning the Cellulose Sanding Sealer; 

it’s a common myth that it needs to be thinned 50/50 to work better, but as a general rule this is in-

correct. But there are a limited number of occasions where it is of benefit, and that’s what this 

week’s newsletter is about. 

 

The first one is when working on a very fibrous, spalted or ‘punky’ piece of wood. You know the 

type, however careful you are and however sharp your chisels are you always get a patch or two of 

tear out which spoils the look of your piece. A thinned down coat of Cellulose Sanding Sealer (or in-

deed Melamine Lacquer) will help – apply it liberally to the affected area and allow it to soak in and 

dry. Once it has dried it will bind the timber together more and make it easier to cut, acting like a 

wood hardener to give a firmer surface to work on. (In the case of the Melamine Lacquer if you 

leave a few days to harden it’ll be even better, as it will give the lacquer time to cure a little). 

 

Another use for a thinned sealer is when staining wood; some timbers are notoriously patchy in their 

absorbency (yes Pine, I’m talking to you!) and more stain will soak into some areas more than oth-

ers. A coat of thinned sealer (cellulose or shellac) will assist here as well, as it will seal the absor-

bent areas as it is soaked in but will have very little or no effect on the non-absorbent areas – there’s 

not enough sealer present to do the job. Allow the sealer to dry and cut back as usual and the stain 

will go on much more evenly. 

 

Both of the above help, I think, to show the need to use the sealer as undiluted as possible to get 

the best sealing result from it. 

 

The other time you might want to add thinners to sealer is when you’re getting to the bottom of the 
tin. However much you limit the opportunity for solvent to escape from the can, natural evaporation 
occurs every time you open the tin (or carelessly leave the lid off!) meaning that by the time you get 
towards the end of the can the sealer has probably started to thicken up, so you might need to add 
some thinners to it to bring it back to its normal consistency. We don’t really see this as thinning the 
sealer, just returning it to its original state. 
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Continued 

Care of Waxed Bowls, Burning through Lacquer and Beech Chairs 

The first question (which came from a newsletter reader) was about how to advise customers 

about the care of waxed bowls and the use of ‘domestic’ aerosol waxes on them. There should 

be no problems with compatibility here, there’s often not a great deal to them (one was even 

advertised once as ‘wax free’ which worried me a little) but they shouldn’t damage the wax finish. 

They probably also won’t do much to enhance it either sadly. 

We’d suggest buffing the existing finish as and when needed with a clean cloth, wax is easy to 

revitalise and this can be done a surprising number of times. Once the shine stops returning an 

aerosol wax can be used but a paste wax – even just a furniture wax – would be better both for 

the wood and for the appearance. Thanks Alex for the question and your very kind words about 

us. 

 

Another email this morning asked about using our Buffing System on an Acrylic Gloss Lacquer 

finish. Even after leaving it for 72 hours the buffing wheel seemed to be melting the finish and 

leaving a blemish. 

We reckon that too much lacquer was being applied – it’s possibly skinning over on the surface 

and stopping the lacquer beneath from drying. When pressure (in this case from the wheel) is 

applied it breaks through the surface and exposes the still-wet lacquer beneath and will make a 

bit of a mess. A lighter coating should do the trick – we’re waiting to hear as I write this. 

UPDATE – We’ve heard back and the problem has been solved, we’re not sure if it was a thinner 
coat or a slower buffing speed or possibly a combination of the two but job done! 

 

Someone using Ebonising Lacquer has asked about applying it to very small areas, for fine detail 
work but to still match in with other larger areas sprayed black with the lacquer. Masking off 
wasn’t an option, so we suggested spraying some of the lacquer into a suitable receptacle (glass 
would be ideal but a small plastic lid would work just as well) so that there’s sufficient for the job, 
then applying it with a brush. It’ll need to be done quickly as the lacquer dries fast, but it should 
stay wet long enough for this to be possible. 

 

In a similar vein…we don’t normally suggest applying anything over our Acrylic Blanks, but what, 
someone asked, should they do if they’re using just a very small piece of one in a larger item 
made of wood? (In this case it was as the eye in a sculpture). The problem with applying a 
coating over the blanks is getting it to stick; the good news here is that on such a small piece this 
really shouldn’t be a problem so it’ll be fine to do this. 

 

Another Ebonising Lacquer user asked if the product was toy safe. Our answer was that we 
didn’t know, it hasn’t been tested as we hadn’t thought many people used it on toys. So we sent 
it away to the lab we use and had it tested. We’ve just heard back that it passed, so although it’ll 
take a while for the labelling to catch up we can now say that all of the lacquers in our range, 
regardless of solvent base, finish or colour are safe for use on toys and nursery furniture. 


