
1 

 

YOUR TURN 

Hampshire Woodturners Association— 

Summer Issue—June 2019 

Your Club Needs  

You 

NEW EDITOR WANTED 

 



2 

Your Turn 

Summer Issue 

June 2019 

CONTENTS:- 

• Reports of Meetings:- 

• Mon 4th March - Stuart King 

• Mon 1st April - AGM Club Challenge 

• Treasurer’s Report—Alan Sturgess 

• Wed 8th May — Turn in Club Members 

• Sat 23rd March - Hands-0n Day 

• Minstead Update — Alan Sturgess 

• Membership - Keith Barnes 
• Len Osbourne Trophy– updates 
• Terry’s Top Tips - Finishing tips 
 

Coming Events:- 

• Mon 3rd June - Paul Hannaby 

• Mon 1st July -  

Something never seen before - Gary Rance 

•  Mon 5th August  

Club Night Club Challenge 

•  Mon 2nd September — Keith Fenton 

Crush-Grind Salt and Pepper Mills 

• Saturday 19th October –  
Jason Breach 10am-4pm 

 

 

Committee:- 

 
Dave Gibbard - Chairman 02380 262660 
gibbardmazdave@gmail.com 
Bob Hope - Secretary 01189 813552 
hopebob1@aol.com  
Mike Dutton—Treasurer 
07540 423176  mike@inchmery.com, 
Keith Barnes - Membership 01489 796433  
new.members.hwa@gmail.com  
Alan Baker - Novices 02380 269899  
ajsbaker@aol.com  
John Holden - Outreach - 02380 733627  
john.hwa@handjholden.plus.com 
Dave Simpson—Library - 07984 450840 
 gailsimpson66@hotmail.com 
Tom James   07919 577256 
tomjamestj@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Welcome to our Summer issue:- 

 

Sadly this is my final issue as editor and as an 

HWA member, but hopefully it won’t be the 

final issue ever.  For several months now Dave 

has been asking for a volunteer to take over 

the mantle of putting together the newsletter, 

and as you can see from the front cover times 

are now getting desperate, without a new 

editor “Your Turn” will cease to exist, which 

would be a great shame. I am more than happy 

to spend some time handing over the reigns, 

all you need is a little basic word processing 

knowledge you possibly wouldn’t even need to 

write up all of the monthly reports etc, as there 

are a few members out here who could help 

with that. So please give it some thought , and 

have a word with either Dave or myself . 

The timing of my final meeting report couldn’t 

have been more appropriate being the 

irrepressible Stuart King, he was one of the 

first demonstrators that I ever saw and now I 

have seen one of his final shows. I will still be 

doing a bit of turning at Eastleigh Mens Shed, 

which is my one remaining activity. 

 

In closing I would like to thank all of the many 

members and committee members who have 

been great to know over the past very 

enjoyable years. 

 

Andi  (Editor) 
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4th March – Something Magical -22 MARCH, 2019 

 

63 members plus 3 guests attended this month’s meeting at the Railway Institute. 

 

Our guest demonstrator this month was the irrepressible Stuart King, a well-known artist crafts-
man, demonstrator, international lecturer and photo-journalist. He was born in the Buckingham-
shire village of Holmer Green in 1942 and played as a child in the local Beech woods. The 
countryside and the trades and traditions of those that shaped it over centuries have always 
fascinated him and influenced his work. 

 

Stuart has spent a lifetime researching, recording and collecting anything about the rural past 
and today is still actively recording traditional crafts, local landscape and history via photog-
raphy and video and still appears occasionally on TV. 

Starting his demonstration cryptically named “something magical” he placed an Ash blank in the 
lathe and rounded it off with his trusty 14 year old roughing gouge somewhat shorter than the 
day he acquired it. At this point he took time to explain that although he had brought a case full 
of tools with him like the rest of us who have our workshop walls lined with vast amounts of 
woodturning tools, he only uses around half a dozen of these on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turning then to his preferred round skew he cut a series of nine coves which he then lightly 
dusted explaining that he would sand more at home. Stuart then applied shellac friction polish 
and buffed it to a quick finish. He would later finish this off with an acrylic lacquer which he buys 
from Halfords (other motor accessory outlets are available locally) 

 

At this point Stuart asked if the lathe would go any faster, which required quick action from 
Dave and Bob to adjust the drive belts, this took a little longer than at first anticipated so Stuart 
broke away and held a very early critique of the gallery. Generally he was very complimentary 
but did treat us to a few examples of his unique wit, and at one point managed to create a bit of 
controversy with Alan Baker over the history of Grecian vases. 
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 With the lathe now running at the required faster speed, Stuart proceeded to reduce the rest of the 
blank down to a slight taper still working with the skew. He then explained the connection to 
“Something Magical” linking the freshly turned “wand” with Harry Potter. He then asked for a 
“young” lady to assist him, jokingly settling for Lynda, who graciously accepted the request and 
joined him at the front. He asked her to hold the end of the wand and pull it away from him, at 
which point the end came away followed by a long length of bunting, which he had created from a 
silk scarf, and on the end was a miniature wooden goblet, to which he then made a second Harry 
Potter reference “The Goblet of Fire” and with that he asked Lynda to cup her hands and then as if 
by magic poured glitter out of the open end into her hands. 

 

Moving on Stuart introduced a piece of Australian Walnut with which he was going to make a stop-
per for the open-ended wand. Taking a Parting knife he had made from a mortice chisel he cut the 
blank down to half-length and then turned a stopper to fit the open end of the wand, demonstrating 
some very delicate work with the skew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returning to the lathe Stuart referred back to the Miniature Goblet of Fire that he had magically 
produced from the wand and proceeded to produce one from a piece of Box wood, which he re-
duced down to fit a small glass tube that will be inserted into wand to hold the glitter. Adding some 
more humour to the demonstration he resorted to one of his stock stories of how he always leaves 
a small pimple in the bottom of bowls and boxes as a bit of a trademark, although many people 
have tried to copy this over the years. You could say this is one of his “trademark” jokes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He then finished off the stopper with a nice curved design, fitting nicely into one end of the glass 
tube and sealing the other end gluing a small cork stopper into it. 
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With time running a little short Stuart showed us a pendant he made from an Elm bell hanger res-
cued from St Pauls Cathedral when the bells had been refurbished, he had planned to demon-
strate making one of these but didn’t have time so briefly explained how it was made. 

 

Moving on at some speed he produced some Alternative Ivory, and quickly produced a circular 
flower design using a Bill Jones cutting tool, similar to a splitting saw which he cut down into a 
small disk size which could then be used as an insert in a box, lid. 

 

On a similar ilk he then produced an Ebony blank, which he rounded off and then produced a pat-
tern of the end using a Decorating Elf tool made by Henry Taylor, a clever tool that uses three 
different rotating bits with different cutting heads, which produce an array of patterns, which due 
to the angle and pressure of how it is applied to the wood is very difficult to replicate. Due to the 
darkness of the Ebony he then applied some gold coloured wax paste, which immediately high-
lighted the effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With time fast passing Stuart quickly gave us a five-minute skew masterclass, using a bit of 
B&Q’s finest 2”x2” pine turned a chess piece with his round skew including the requisite captive 
ring, ending to a warm round of applause. Sadly, this is probably the last time we will see this 
master woodturning demonstrator as he intends to retire at the end of the year, while he is still 
physically able to perform with the looming probability of a hip replacement on the cards. 
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AGM and Challenge 1
st

 April 20199 

 

The full minutes of tonight’s AGM will be published with the announcement for next year’s meeting so I’ll just give 

a brief overview here.  This is Dave Gibbard’s  report. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

As we enter our 30
th
 year I’d like to pay tribute to the man who has held the purse strings for over 20 of those 

years – Alan Sturgess who is standing down tonight as Treasurer. We have rather taken for granted that the fi-

nances have been in safe hands over the years but it wasn’t always so. Alan took over as treasurer from his role 

as secretary following an unfortunate incident of disappearance of the incumbent along with some funds.  

(Allegedly). Once when I was telling Alan I was growing tired of doing the newsletter and asked him how he felt 

he said he was in his job for the long term. I guess we can now agree he meant it. To use a nautical analogy (that 

will not be lost on Alan), his has been a wise and steady hand on the financial tiller and the Club owes him a 

great debt of gratitude.  

 

Mike Dutton has been shadowing Alan for a while and has bravely volunteered to take on the role. We are very 

grateful Mike and hope you are not too daunted by those big shoes. 

 

Those who serve as officers and helpers form the essential fabric of the Club and it is encouraging to see new 

people like Mike taking on the roles. In that vein I’d like to say thank you to new member Stephen Jones and  

Tony Mercer who have volunteered to take over from Bryan Matcham who, with Horace Baker, are retiring from 

running the raffle. Thanks too to Bryan and Horace for doing such a good job over the years. 

 

The contribution of all the helpers is recognised in the awards which follow. But we still need some help with 

serving the tea and Andi Saunders, the editor of Your Turn, will not be able to attend so many meetings this year 

and is looking for a reporter to cover some of them. If any member has a budding journalist inside them please 

have a word with Andi. 

 

And there’s the perpetual cry for more volunteers for our work at Minstead Trust. 

The Trust supports people with learning disabilities and is doing well in the hard pressed care sector. Whilst the 

students we take for woodturning are unlikely to ever become great craftsmen, they clearly look forward to their 

sessions with us and their satisfaction is heartwarming. With our help some nice items are produced which are 

sold to help raise funds. To help with this activity you just need basic woodturning skills, a patient disposition and 

be able to spare a few mornings a month.     

 

Looking back over the year it started on a sad note with the wake of Denis Hilditch, an active member for many 

years with a quirky style and rampant imagination. True to form Denis didn’t have a funeral, having donated his 

body to medicine and had written the programme for his wake. There was not a dry eye in the place with a lot of 

laughter. Just as he would have wanted it. 

 

We had another splendid and varied programme with 6 visiting demonstrators including an all day workshop and 

other evenings where our own members provided the entertainment, notably Lynda Barkaway, Mike Haselden 

and Adrian Smith. The programme as ever was instructive and entertaining at the same time, arranged by anoth-

er stalwart of the Club, our secretary Bob Hope. Thank you Bob and all those members who contributed.  A per-

sonal highlight was the privilege of being present at what was probably one of the last demonstrations by the in-

comparable Stuart King.  

 

 

I’d just like to end with a brief word about membership. Inevitably some members drop out during the year and 

our hard working membership secretary Keith Barnes gets a bit anxious as it is not until renewal time that the 

drop in numbers is perceived. However, new members join during the year and current membership at 90 is al-

most the same as last year’s 92. The influx of new and active members willing9 to participate in our activities is 

the lifeblood of the Club and bodes well for the future. It helps us keep on turning.  
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Summary of Treasurer’s report (Full accounts were available at the AGM) 

 

Alan Sturgess made his final report leaving the club finances in a very strong position. 

A full copy of Alan’s report follows on the next page 

 

A question from the floor from Tony Lidington about shop purchases from Chestnut products provoked some discus-

sion. To qualify for a discount from Chestnut, a minimum order is necessary. This causes a delay waiting for more 

members to order items. It was explained that the shop cannot carry surplus stock of slow moving items particularly if 

they have a shelf life.  

Alan proposed that the bank account for the club should be changed so that it could be managed on line and that cash 

access and statements will be available. The account would be operated with one signature and a vote to accept this 

change was taken proposed by Chris West and seconded by Steve Page and carrieded unanimously. Mike Dutton will 

look into the change and report to the committee. 

 

There was a proposal from the floor by Roy Nailor that Alan Sturgess be made a life member the club. This was se-

conded by Chris West and carried unanimously. 

 

This led on to 2 minor changes to the constitution. One was to allow visitors to stay during the AGM provided they 

took no part (as opposed to not allowing them to attend). The other was to remove the details of arrangements for visi-

tors from the constitution because it is really simply a management matter. These were duly passed without dissent. 

 

Awards and gifts  

 

The Clubman of the year trophy was awarded  to Alan Sturgess 

The Les Revell Trophy for Novice of the Year was awarded to Thomas Pine and accepted on his behalf by his  

granddad Harry. We hope Thomas will be at the next meeting for a re-presentation of his award. 

The Len Osborne Trophy for Gallery participation narrowly went to Mike Hasleden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The customary bottles of wine gifts were presented to the helpers: 

 

Tea crew,    Roy Nailor, Phil Hill, Chris Davey 

Sound and vision:   Steve Page and Ian Truslove. 

Raffle:    Bryan Matcham and Horace Baker. 

Shop:    Pete Wilcocks and Keith Bateman 

Photos:    Pete Broadbent 

Novices:    Harry Woollhead 

Gallery:    Martin Stallard. 

 

 

The Committee stood down and Chris Davey took over the Chair for the election of officers and committee members. 

Alan Sturgess and Andi Saunders stood down, the remainder were elected en bloc.  

 

 

With no other business the AGM closed, tea was served and members were invited to vote for their favourite toys, the 

subject of tonight’s challenge. 



8 

Treasurers HWA Accounts report for 2018 – 2019 
 
Well here is my last AGM Statement, I must thank the many past Chairman and committee 
members for their support since 1995 and thank Mike Dutton for stepping up and taking over 
as Treasurer.  I’m sure he will continue to receive the same level of support from both the 
committee and the membership that I have enjoyed. 
 
Secondly a special thank you to those members who run our sub groups and collect monies 
on our behalf.  
So a big personal thank you from me to, Phil Hill, Brian Matcham, Keith Barnes, Dave  
Simpson and Peter Wilcocks.  Without these guys running the various functions the club 
would not be the same vibrant and very social operation that it is. 
 
The account is very much the same as pervious five years and within the agreed budget for 
the year. Membership has remained fairly stable at around 90 with 17 members leaving and 
16 new members joining.  The workshops have been well attended the raffle well supported 
and the shop and tea teams continues to provide a service and still break even or above. 
Our intrepid secretary Bob Hope has yet again provided an excellent programme of events 
and remained within the agreed budget.  There have been no committee expense’s that in 
no small part due to Keith and Susan Barnes hosting our committee meeting. 
 
So our Expense was       £4,139.16.   
And our Income was        £3,960.99 
Thus producing a very small loss on the year of  £178.97 
 
The committee agreed once again to keep subscriptions at £25 due to the overall cash 
funds and stocks available. 
 
HWA Assets are recorded as follows:- 
Bank Account Santander   £4,668.32 
Cash/un cleared cheques to hand £   302.50 
Shop stock and float.    £1,467.08 
Library float.     £        8.00 
Raffle stock and float.   £    120.00 
Total HWA Assets.    £6,565.90 
 
If you were unable to attend the AGM and would like more details please contact me. 
 

Alan Sturgess Signing off. 
 
Thank You, from Alan Sturgess 
 
I felt very honoured and yet somewhat embarrassed at the AGM when it was proposed that I 
should be given Honorary Life membership.  Honoured to think that my 25 years on the 
committee had been recognised as successful by the membership.  But I must say there are 
a number of other members who have been working behind the scenes and on the  
committee for almost as long 
 
I thank all members past and present for the tremendous support I received as treasurer, 
along with the 9 Chairman and their committees I have been a part off.  
 
 
 

Thank You. 
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The Challenge 

 

After an encouraging year for the gallery the challenge entry was disappointing at just 8. 

Whilst the votes were counted by Alan Baker and the certificates written by Lynda, the Chairman fronted a 

discussion about the entries before awarding prizes to the winners:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Dave Simpson for his locomotive,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Tom James for his ship full of Vikings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and 3rd Derek Holdaway for his descending woodpecker. 

 

 Worthy winners but a few more entries would have been nice. Pictures on the website. 

 

Dave Gibbard 
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Monday 6th May Turn-in. 

 

The evening started with the usual greetings and safety brief, but with the added bonus of the 

presentation of the Novice of the Year trophy to Thomas Pine, a very worthy winner and somebody 

who shows a lot of potential as an already accomplished woodturner. 

The Turn in was attended by 49 people 2 of whom were visitors and 1 new member, the display 

gallery had a large number of items on display, which were all of the usual very high standard. 

The evenings main event was the Turn-in and for that we had three lathes and three willing club 

demonstrators to show us how they do what they do best. 

We had John Holden who had chosen to show us how to do Inside-out Turning, 

Tom James, who had also chosen to show his method of Inside-out Turning, plus bowl turning with 

a ‘scorched’ finish. 

And Alan Baker who was demonstrating Skew work with the challenge of ‘Making an egg’ 

John’s method of Inside-out turning started by him choosing 4x lengths of Pine 1 inch by 7 inch 

(approx.) which were PVA glued together between newspaper and marked on the top face 

A.B.C.D. with arrows pointing to the centre as a reference for when the wood is later split and 

turned. John also tacked a square of thin plywood on to each end and marked the centre before 

attaching the piece to the lathe and turning to the required internal shape with a gouge. (the ply-

wood also gives a little extra strength and support when spinning on the lathe) 

The important thing to remember is NOT to turn to much wood away at this stage as it is easy to 

make the piece too thin and fragile. 

John’s first demo showed what can happen if too much wood is turned away. When removed from 

the lathe, the four pieces of wood were separated and carefully turned 180 degrees so that the 

shaped pieces were facing inwards to face each other, they were then screwed back together to 

ensure it was safe and secure and the plywood square re attached. 

When turning the final outside shape John took a little too much wood away and he saw that the 
piece was now too weak to continue, he removed it from the lathe and broke it apart by hand and 
what was to have been an inside-out turning was transformed into two rather nice and intricate al-
most Tulip shaped egg cups! 

For John’s second demo he had a cone shaped finial that he was going to place inside his Inside-
out turning. By using the same method as before (his Blue Peter ‘here’s one I prepared earlier’ pre 
glued 4 piece Pine lumps) he started to turn, and by continually offering-up the finial to his work he 
carefully matched the shape of his cuts to mirror the shape of the finial and made an impressively 
accurate and close fitting void that the finial would fit very closely into when the four pieces of wood 
were split and turned inside-out. 

 

We unfortunately ran out of time so didn’t see the fruits of John’s labours. 
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Tom’s method of Inside-out turning was slightly different to Johns, Tom elected not to glue his 4x 
1.5 inch x 8 inch (approx.) pieces of Pine but, for the purposes of the evening, bound them to-
gether with a large Jubilee Clip on each end, this is a speedier method as you do not have to wait 
for glue to dry, but he does prefer the newspaper glue method. The pieces were similarly marked 
A.B.C.D. with arrow marks pointing towards the centre in order to show the orientation of each 
piece.  

Tom ‘rough turned’ the outside shape of his piece to the desired shape then lit the blow-torch to 
scorch the pine, he wire brushed it to remove the blackened wood leaving the raised brown grain 
to reveal a pleasing Rustic look, if you prefer an different ‘internal’ finish then this is the time to 
decide and sand to your liking. 

Tom removed the piece from the lathe, unscrewed the clips and carefully turned the four pieces 
180 degrees with the arrow marks now pointing outward and the scorched outer now became the 
scorched inner, re secured the clips and continued turning to the desired shape. 

Tom also turned a Pine blank into a rough bowl and again scorched it with his blow torch, he then 
wire-brushed the blackened wood to reveal the raised grain. The harder or softer that you brush 
will give different visual results and depth of colour. He then ‘warmed’ the bowl with the blow-
torch to a point where it raised the grain and was hot to touch but not hot enough to scorch and 
quickly rubbed wax into it, this was almost instantly absorbed into the wood as it penetrates deep 
into the warm grain giving it a waxy lustre. 

Alan was showing novices and other seasoned Turners how to use the Skew to turn an egg. 

Alan chose to use a piece of Beech to make his egg and had a good gathering of spectators, he 
ran his lathe at a steady 18,000rpm and showed the crowd how to use the skew and turned a few 
well shaped eggs. 

Not many of the members took up his offer to have a go themselves and practice their Skew 
skills, but Richard was one who did and I believe it was his first attempt at using the skew. Alan 
took time to explain the best method of using the skew and answer his questions. One question 
was ‘how do you know if you’re cutting too much off’, Alan replied “you will know as the sound will 
change, the amount of shavings will increase, and the lathe vibrations will increase”. I think this is 
a good mantra for wood turning, if it sounds and feels good, then it probably is good. 

Alan then had a challenge from Harry Woolhead who produced what appeared to be a small 
speckled bird’s egg, that he had turned from some kind of a nut  (Harry couldn’t remember what 
type of nut, other than it was an extremely hard nut). Alan attached the nut to the lathe and start-
ed to turn it, within a very short time you could see that the inside was a beautiful speckled colour 
but it started to spin, despite his best efforts Alan was unable to grip the small nut (about the size 
of a Pecan nut) in the chuck tight enough, it continued to spin and started to get hot and a bit 
smelly. Unfortunately Alan had to abandon the Nut Challenge as the evening was coming to a 
close.  

As the cleaning up was being done Ron Caddy carried out the critique of the members display 
items, there were some fabulous items on display and Ron did a very measured critique and of-
fered loads of good advice. Ron also mentioned the fact that most woodturners are ‘getting on’ a 
bit and made a plea for members to try to import new younger male and female members into our 
hobby, he also reminded us there are openings for apprenticeships for young turners and he 
knows of several youngsters who are about to go professional in the field of woodturning. 

Thanks again to John Holden, Alan Baker and Tom James for their demonstrations and to Ron 
Caddy for the critique, and everyone else who helped make the evening a success. 

 

Dave Simpson 
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Hands on Day 23 March 

 

We turned up at the usual venue in Old Alresford for the Bob and Harry hands-on day to find 

the hall occupied by gyrating young ladies in lycra. Having established that hands-on didn’t ap-

ply to them and anyway they didn’t want to join a woodturning club, we stayed outside for the 

appointed time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Gibbard 

 

Stuart King had obviously triggered some  

interest in miniature goblets and there 

was quite a line up on Alan B’s lathe as 

you can see in the picture.   

Mario Demontis had seen a video on U Tube of 

peasant craftsmen and women making  

Russian dolls. They completed the whole  

process on rudimentary lathes with just 1 tool 

which looked like a cross between a skew chisel 

and a kitchen knife. Mario had made one of these 

and we tried using it with limited success.   

It probably needs a few generations of practice.  

Keep at it Mario. 

6 lathes were set up and a variety of types of work were being  

undertaken with the intention of helping the more inexperienced 

turners pick up a few tips. I was one of the “instructors”, along with 

Mike Haselden, Alan Baker, Richard Bray, John Holden and Alan 

Sturgess with Bob and Harry in a roving role (no, the ladies had 

gone home).  

There were bowls with and without natural edges, boxes, goblets 

and some off centre work in progress.  I think those attending took 

some useful tips and experience away; I certainly learned a few 

things. I hope we can look forward to some interesting items on 

future galleries. 
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We currently only have 5 turners operating on a Monday session so it’s a bit of a strain, 2 weeks 

on 1 week off and covering holidays even more difficult.  However we have decided to continue 

throughout the summer with Mondays & Thursdays.  Student’s numbers have dropped to 3 stu-

dents in each session which gives the opportunity for one student to have a good go at some 

tasks alone in a one to one situation.  This has given a marked improvement with a couple of the 

students ability so is quite rewarding. 

 

  

 

We were asked by the Café at Furzey Gardens to 

make some rustic pots for the knives and forks to go 

on the outside tables.  It proved a challenge but with 

the help of the “BTC” Hollowing tool and a bit of  

patience the task was successfully completed. 

The picture shows just a few of the cutlery Pots 

made by the Students albeit with quite a lot of help 

from the Turners.  The pots were well received and 

can be seen during your visit to Furzey Gardens 

The next project requested was for Finials to fit inside 

Scaffold tubes, which will be used to mark a walkway 

and some steps. 

The plan is to encase the tubes with slats taken from 

old pallets. 

Turn an Acorn Finial with a long enough stem to pass 

through a square top section and fix into the Scaffold 

tube.  Always up for the challenge we had a go.  The 

finished results will be just fine. 

To finish off.  Minstead Trust Summer Fete is  

scheduled for June 22
nd

 11:00 until 14:30.  We will 

have a stall and hopefully a working lathe with a  

student demonstrator.  If you happen to be at a 

loose end, need entertainment for the Grandchildren 

or just feel like coming to see what it’s all about. 

Please come along, you’ll be very welcome. 
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Jason Breach -Saturday 19th October – 10am-4pm 
 
We have arranged a full day demonstration on this date to be given by Jason Breach, a  
professional turner who works for Axminster tools. 
 
Jason is an excellent and experienced international demonstrator and has designed a range of 
tools for box making. 
 
The demo will be at Badger Farm Winchester and will start at 10.00 and cost £20 per head. 
 
Please put this date in your diary and further details will be given nearer the time 
 
Kind regards 
Bob Hope 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

We welcome 2 new members.   Derek Holdaway from Totton and Paul Walsh from Shirrell 
Heath.  Our membership numbers cannot be finalized until all the outstanding membership fees 
for 2019/20 have been paid in.    
 
Members attending monthly meetings.  
 
March 63.  
April    62.  
May    46. 
 
Visitors.   
March  3.  
April    1.  
May    2. 

 

Keith Barnes. 

Membership Secretary. 
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LEN OSBORNE TROPHY FINAL Table 2018/19  

      Total Bonus 

    No of items Points  Points 

      

      

1 Mike Haselden  20 24 7 

2 Steve Howell    23 20 9 

3 Dave Simpson  11 18 2 

4 Mario Demontis  9 16 1 

4 Alan Baker   9 16 1 

5 Dave Gibbard   10 14 3 

5 Adrian Smith   17 14 2 

5 Tom James    12 14 4 

6 Tony Lidington  19 12 6 

6 Tomas Pine   6 12 0 

6 Harry Butler   9 12 3 

7 Paul Patterson   11 10 5 

7 Brian Eyley   7 10 1 

7 Roger Charlesworth  8 10 3 

7 Harry Woollhead  9 10 2 

8 John Holden   5 8 1 

9 Greg Long   4 6 1 

9 Peter Osborne  4 6 1 

9 Peter Draper   3 6 0 

9 Jason Wilkins   4 6 1 

9 Graham Barnard  3 6 0 

9 Ian Woodford  6 6 2 

10 Keith Barnes   3 5 0 

10 Mike Dutton   3 5 1 

11 Phil Bristow   2 4 0 

11 Pete Broadbent  2 4 0 

11 Alfredo Barton-Hide  2 4 0 

11 Arthur Barton-Hide  2 4 0 

11 Stuart Morgan  2 4 1 

11 John R Davis   2 4 0 

12 Carlton Bath   1 2 0 

12 Jamie Barton-Hide  1 2 0 

12 Chris Davey   11 2 1 

12 Richard Bray   1 2 0 

12 Peter Finch   1 2 0 

12 Minstead Trust  1 2 0 

12 Pierre Baumann  1 2 0 

12 Bob Hope   2 2 1 

12 Alan Sturgess  1 2 0 

12 Ivan Taylor   2 2 1 

12 Lee Terry   1 2 0 

12 Martin Rooney  3 2 1 

 

Total number of items placed on gallery table. 254 

 

Total number of turners to date.   156 

   Points   Total B/P TOTAL  
   April May    
 
Harry Butler  1 2 4 1 5 
Steve Howell   1 5 4 1 5 
Adrian Smith  1 2 4 1 5 
Dave Simpson 1 1 4 0 4 
Tom James   1 1 4 0 4 
Mario Demontis 1 1 4 0 4 
Mike Haselden 1 1 4 0 4 
Tony Lidington 0 5 2 1 3 
Alan Truslove  0 2 2 1 3 
Tomas Pine  0 2 2 1 3 
Roger Charlesworth 0 2 2 1 3 
Derek Holdaway 1 0 2 0 2 
Ian Woodford 0 1 2 0 2 
Eric Rogers  0 1 2 0 2 
Harry Woollhead 0 1 2 0 2 
Alan Sturgess  0 1 2 0 2 
 
Number of  

turned items  8 28 36 

Turners taking part 8 15 23 
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In this regular feature Terry Smart from Chestnut  
Products will be sharing some of the more interesting 

responses to questions to Chestnut’s helpline 

 

During the show at Newark I was asked many times about the difference between the three types 
of sanding sealer that we supply. I'd guess that it's not common to see all of them together in a 
shop so this doesn't arise elsewhere. I think I may have covered this before but with the number 
of new readers we have I think it's worth re-visiting and a reminder is never a bad thing, so this is 
a 'Sealer Special'. 
 
First, let's just cover the point and purpose of a sealer... 

• It seals the surface of the wood meaning you need less of the next coating to get a finish -
always a good thing as the less you use the less likely it is to be damaged. It's good for the 
pocket too! 

• The sealer binds the loose fibres of the timber together giving you a better foundation for the 
next coat and a more resilient finish 

• The sealer also contains a sanding agent which lubricates the abrasive to make the sanding 
process easier. 

We have three types of sanding sealer: 
 
Cellulose Sanding Sealer 
Still our most popular sanding sealer, for many reasons. 

• It's very quick drying (about thirty seconds) 

• Very multi-purpose, can be used in many ways, very popular on turnings especially, but a little 
harder to apply on larger areas. 

• It's easy to use (apply with cloth, brush or spray) 

• It's pretty much universal (you can use it with any of our products that benefit from the use of a 
sealer - which is all of them apart from the oils). 

 
Cellulose Sanding Sealer is based on nitrocellulose, so it's a bit smelly and highly flammable, so 
you need to exercise a bit of common sense when using and storing it. It's a simple product that 
does exactly what it's supposed to, and works best when applied undiluted or diluted 20% at 
most. 
Apply one coat only before following with a wax, lacquer or polish. 
Cellulose Sanding Sealer is also available as an aerosol, it's pretty much the same product and 
should be used in much the same way. The only difference is that we increase the solids content 
to compensate for it being thinned to deliver through a spray nozzle. 
 
Shellac Sanding Sealer 
A more traditional sealer, based on bleached shellac and meths. 

• Fast drying (about 20 minutes) 

• Apply by brush, cloth or spray 

• Great for turning and also larger items such as furniture and architectural projects 

• Use as a base for waxes and polishes. 
 
Shellac Sanding Sealer is probably the original form of sanding sealer, and being based on meths 
it's still a little smelly and flammable. Always use it undiluted and as with all sealers allow it to dry 
completely before sanding and applying the next coat. This one isn't available in an aerosol as it 
would be liable to clog up the nozzle in no time at all! 
. 



17 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Acrylic Sanding Sealer 
 
A more modern type of sealer, completely water based. 
 

• Touch dry in five minutes, can be sanded after 20 minutes but should be left for two hours if 
applying Acrylic Lacquer over it. 

• Use as a base for Acrylic Lacquer, Waxes and Polishes 

• The clearest of the sealers in our range 

• Can be used on a wide variety of items 
 
If you're looking for a product with virtually no smell and absolutely no flammability then Acrylic 
Sanding Sealer is the one for you. 
 
Supplied ready for use it can be thinned up to 10% with water if absolutely necessary but avoid 
this if you can. Don't stock up on this product, it has a limited shelf life; bottles have a 'best 
before' date on them, you should get an extra six months past that though. All the time it's a 
liquid you can use it. 
 
Acrylic Sanding Sealer is also available as an aerosol, it's slightly different to the brushing 
version and is hard dry in 20 minutes. This is the one to use with the aerosol lacquers (except 
Melamine Gloss Lacquer), waxes and polishes. 
 
Extolling the virtues and many uses of Burnishing Cream. It really is a multi-use product and will 
improve the shine of many surfaces without affecting the original coating. I was asked if it was 
necessary to put anything on top of a surface burnished with the cream, and the answer is that it 
depends on the previous coating. If it’s a finish in its own right (a lacquer or oil etc) then no, the 
coating is still the finish. If it’s used over a sealer then a coating over the top is recommended. If 
you decide you do want to put a coating on top of something you’ve used Burnishing Cream on 
we’d suggest any of our waxes or Friction Polish. 
 
Lemon Oil is a very low-build product – that is, it’s a very thin liquid, designed to soak into the 
timber and leave an almost imperceptible coating. It’s also a near-matt finish as well, which does 
nothing to aid its visibility. It does provide a water-resistant finish and it will help keep the surface 
of the wood clean too. Several coats can be applied (leave about eight hours between coats) for 
extra protection if required but it won’t increase the gloss level. 
Lemon Oil does have a lovely lemon aroma, and we’ve recently switched to using a de-
aromatised solvent in it to really allow the smell to shine through. If a brighter finish is required 
wax can be applied over Lemon Oil. 
One last thing to say about it, it’s also great for wet sanding. The oil will lubricate the abrasive 
giving an exceptionally fine finish and will apply a light coat at the same time. 
 
I often speak about compatibility (time to mention our Compatibility Chart for anyone new here) 
and this week I was asked about stains; should water-based stains be used with water-based 
finishes etc? We prefer Spirit Stains because they allow us to use extremely fade resistant 
pigments for long-lasting colours, and they are pretty much compatible with any of our finishes, 
although a degree of care is needed if using Cellulose Sanding Sealer, Melamine Lacquer or 
Shellac Sanding Sealer over them (aerosol versions are fine and recommended). Water based 
stains are fine under most finishes as well, but not always as long lasting. Oil based stains are 
rare these days and best under shellac finishes. 
 

If you have enjoyed reading these tips and would like a weekly supply,  

Just go to the Chestnut website and sign up for Terry’s newsletter 

https://chestnutproducts.co.uk/welcome-to-our-newsletters 
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