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JUNE 2020 

JULY MEETING 

Monday 6th July:- Live ZOOM meeting demo with Tom James. 

Monday August 3rd:- Club Challenge “Involuted Turning” (also 

known as “Inside-out” Turning) OR Off Centre Turning. 

JUNE MEETING 

The June meeting was cancelled in line with the current 

Government guidelines for Coronavirus and the need to 

continue to socially distance from people, so instead, the 

members of the HWA Committee held a practice ‘virtual’ 

ZOOM meeting via the internet.  

We did this as a test so that we could get an understanding of 

how the ‘Zoom’ computer conferencing programme works, 

and so that we could see if it is a suitable platform for us  to 

use for on-line Club Demo’s with potentially 80+ members 

watching.  

The HWA committee are acutely aware that there is nothing 

quite like our monthly gatherings, but we are all missing them, 

and we must do as much as we can to maintain contact 

between members  and continue to help keep interest alive. 

One way of keeping in touch is via Zoom. 

Closer to the date Bob Hope will email us all the details on 

how we can prepare ourselves (and our computer or iPad type 

device) for the 6th July event. This will be our first attempt at 

a Zoom meeting and will  be a Mystery Demo by our very own 

Tom James. 

A CAUTIONARY TALE FROM CHAIRMAN DAVE G. 

Dave Gibbard has sent me this email exchange between him 

and Alan Baker regarding Turning green Cherry wood. 

We had 2 cherry trees in our garden which were growing 

there when we moved in over 30 years ago. They had been 

gradually dying back for ages and I had been lopping dead 

branches every year. So, with some enforced Corona time at 

home I decided enough was enough and cut them down. They 

had lots of lumps on them and I thought the grain patterns 

might be interesting. So it proved as anyone who has looked 

at my pictures for our on-line gallery lately might have 

noticed. 

…Soon after the lockdown started, I got a sore throat and felt 

a tightness in my upper chest. My pulse rate was high too. 

Naturally, I feared that I might have picked up the virus. 

Though I did not have the main symptoms, temperature, 

cough, no sense of smell, the papers were full of stories of 

how many people experienced a wide range of unlikely 

symptoms. Anyway, my chest problem passed, and no other 

symptoms emerged, and Marion was OK, so I relaxed a bit. A 

week later it happened again and then again, a while later. As 

a precaution I even had a Covid 19 test which was negative. 

Finally, I made the connection that my symptoms coincided 

with my workshop sessions turning my lovely cherry wood. 

Consulting Mr Google revealed that other wood workers had 

experienced allergic reactions involving chest and throat when 

working with cherry, some very serious.  

Despite my scientific training I resolved not to test the theory 

by repeating the experiment but simply to stop using the 

cherry wood and assume a probable cause and effect, 

particularly as I believe it is possible to become sensitised to 

an irritant by repeated exposure.  

Now before you shake your head and say I have been careless 

with precautions, let me tell you I have a dust extractor, a 

microclene recirculating filter and I use a dust mask (recently a 

power hood) when sanding, though not usually when turning. 

I have been turning for many years and have not had such a 

reaction before despite having used a wide variety of native 

and foreign wood.  

The lesson I take from this is to look up the risks of allergic 

reactions of any wood before using it, even wood from 

common native trees that I would have assumed to be safe. 

Dave Gibbard 

Chairman Dave G. also gave some of the same Cherry to Alan 

Baker who had this to say. 

Hi Dave, 

Funny you should mention this as I have had 2 sessions with 

the wet cherry and ended up both times with a headache and 

slight cough. As it was wet wood, I did not wear a mask. I used 

my chip/dust extractor when turning. I have taken my blood 

pressure which is normal, and I do not suffer from headaches, 

so the wood could be the culprit. 

Alan Baker  

So just a reminder to us all that despite precautions we can all 

still become susceptible to various forms of reaction to wood 

dust or fluids from those woods.  

Many thanks to Chairman Dave G and Alan Baker for sharing 

their experiences, if you have any Cautionary Tales to pass on, 

please let me know. 
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I thought I would show 

you these three lovely ‘zip 

vases’ that were made by 

Denis Drew of Otway 

Turners (Australia) who 

sent them to us via their 

newsletter. Thank You 

Denis. 

I think they are very interesting and I have been considering 

making something similar for some time now.  

(Ed) 

GALLERY 

As usual there was a brilliant collection of entries for our 

(virtual!) Gallery table, there were 16 members who 

contributed a total of 34 items. All the gallery pictures have 

already been posted on the HWA website by our Web master 

Phil Bristow and are also included here for your enjoyment. 

They are in no particular order so if you would like to try to 

guess who made what you are more than welcome to have a 

go. The correct owners and larger pictures can be found by 

visiting the website. Stay safe and keep Turning.
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