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YOUR TURN 
HAMPSHIRE WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

VICE CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME TO OUR WINTER ISSUE 

Ladies and Gents, 

By the time you read this we will be over the midway point of the necessary 

evil that is a second lockdown! However, the main difference to the previous 

lockdown, is the news that there are some viable vaccines on the horizon 

which brings hope that we are a step closer to meeting up again. Hopefully, 

you are all managing to get in your shed, garage or wherever you turn and 

produce some shavings and of course something to be proud of. 

Christmas is fast approaching and hopefully you are already thinking about, 

or have already made, your entry to the ‘turning something festive’ 

competition. If, like me, you are still thinking about it, then I encourage you 

to be creative and get turning! You need to get the pictures of your entry to 

Phil Bristow by Monday 7 December at philip_bristow@hotmail.com. 

On the demonstration front, Bob Hope has kindly arranged the next one to 

be on Monday 7 December with Jeff Horning, times, and links to follow. 

As well as our own demonstrations I have also tuned into the free Chestnut 

‘Conker’ demonstrations and was impressed with Richard Findley’s efforts. 

I also watched a you tube demo by ‘William Hunt’ about turning a 

Laburnum Vase which was good and added a bit of light humour at the end 

regarding another country’s COVID vaccine; the link can be found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0WzCi7Yv_k 

It just remains to say, thanks for your continued support to the club, it is 

appreciated and keep safe and keep turning. 

Pete Broadbent Vice Chairman HWA 

EDITOR’S COLUMN 

Meanwhile, life goes on here at HWA and we are still having our monthly 

Members galleries, which together with the seasonal competitions is always 

interesting and keeps us  thinking,  

We have kept you up to date on all the club’s going-on’s with the monthly 

reports and quarterly ‘Your Turn’. Our Chairman Dave Gibbard and Vice 

Chairman Pete Broadbent frequently update us with their informative 

‘round-robin’ emails. We have also had several on-line demonstrations via 

Zoom, the last being by Les Thorn and Martin Saban-Smith. This was 

“attended” by about 38 members who were treated to a masterful and 

humorous demo. 

I am still looking for some articles, hints, tips, or photos of things that you 

have made during lockdown, to be included in future issues. 

Dave Simpson, Editor.   

CONTENTS: 

Reports of Meetings: 

• September 

• October – Les Thorn and Martin Saban-
Smith demo 

• November 

Terry’s Top Tips 

Novice Corner – Alan Baker 

Minstead Trust 

Treasurers Report 
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Shed Watch – Bob Hope 
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Virtual Gallery 
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SEPTEMBER 2020 

Well, there goes another month, September is here already and 

still no end in sight with regards to the global situation. As if 

Covid wasn’t bad enough we will soon be in the ‘cold and flu’ 

season. This means that we will have to continue with our 

current system of Virtual Galleries to showcase your 

handywork and Zoom demo’s  with professional turners to 

further inspire us. 

Les Thorne is booked to give the October Zoom demo and he 

is asking for suggestions or ‘wood turning’ questions from us so 

that he can tailor-make his demo to suit individual HWA 

members. I have already submitted my question to Bob Hope 

who will forward that, and any other question you may have, 

to Les before the October meeting. 

Please remember that you will only be ‘invited’ to participate in 

the Zoom meeting if you have paid your £12.50 subs, Details 

below.   

HWA bank account, details of which are given below.  

Please send your HWA subscription of £12.50 to the 

following ASAP  

Bank  HSBC 

Sort Code  40-42-18 

Account Number 24026462 

Account Name Hampshire Wood Turners Association 

Please Include your name as payment reference.   

Postal Address for alternative payment by cheque: 

Keith Barnes 

2 Granada Road 

Hedge End. 

SO30 4AN 

In the Autumn edition of Your Turn we started a new article 

called,  “SO, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE IN LOCKDOWN” and it 

featured a very informative piece by Steve Howell. I asked for 

you to send in your items as they could be of interest to all. 

My hope was that others would contribute by sending in their 

achievements, ideas, or home-made workshop gadgets that 

improve our work or make it easier to achieve good results. 

This month Chairman Dave Gibbard has forwarded details of 

his achievement, that benefitted The Minstead Trust. 

Here is a picture of a 

pair of spindles I made 

for a carver for the 

stand of the rocking 

horse he was making. I 

have also included a picture of the finished horse, but I can't 

take credit for that.  

The carver, Mark Soper, has made several horses for his 

grandchildren, but the person who usually turns the spindles is 

unwell. Had we been 

working at Minstead I 

might have tried to get the 

students to do the job, 

though making two of 

anything to match each 

other is always a challenge 

there. Instead I offered to 

make them in return for a donation to Minstead Trust. Mark 

was happy with that and I forwarded his £30 donation which 

was gratefully received.  

He gave me a bonus of a bottle of wine which I confess I did not 

pass on to Minstead!  

Dave Gibbard 

I also had an interesting item sent in by Mario Demontis 

regarding his use of Lichtenberg pyrography on his 

woodturning. Here is his article: 

This article has been removed at the request of
the Associated Woodturners of Great Britain (AWGB)
a nonrecommended process.
  23.11.2020
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MESSAGE FROM LES THORNE 

I know some of you are aware of the changes to my situation, 

but I thought it would be good to let the members have brief 

explanation of what has been happening. 

Myself and Martin Saban-Smith of Hampshire Sheen have 

joined forces to open The Woodturning Shop and Learning 

Centre based at Garthowen Garden Centre in Four Marks. 

Currently the retail side is only web based so no personal 

callers at the moment please.  The Classroom is up and running 

and we are taking bookings via the website. 

The physical shop and wood store will be under construction 

from next week so watch social media for updates. The ‘No 

Turning Back’ production side is also carrying on as normal at 

the new workshop. We can be contacted via the attached link 

below. 

https://www.thewoodturningshop.com/product/les-thorne-

group-beginners-2-day-courses/  

HWA SHOP 

You may remember that at the start of Coronavirus lockdown 

our shopkeeper Pete Willcocks generously offered to supply 

things from stock to any member to collect from his home in 

Lordswood, Southampton. 

If you need resupplying with Woodturning goods, please 

remember to contact Pete. Pete's Email address is 

pete.willcocks@ntlworld.com and phone number 

02380395335. 

If you have any ideas that may help the club stay active, then 

please let us know. 

I hope that you are all staying safe and keeping well. 

Dave Simpson (Editor) 

OCTOBER 2020 

Les Thorne together with Martin Saban Smith were booked to 

give the October Zoom demo, and Les had asked for 

‘suggestions’ or ‘wood turning’ questions from HWA members 

so that he could tailor-make his demo to suit individual HWA 

members. Several members sent in suggestions asking Les to 

demonstrate the Skew chisel, Hollowing and Jam-Chucking.  

Les’s demo was (as usual) highly informative and humorous 

with Les doing the ‘fun’ part of the actual Demo, and Martin 

doing the ‘technical’ bit of operating the cameras, sound, and 

computer aspect of the demo.  

There were lots of handy hints on Skew chisel operation, 

hollowing and a ‘how to’ on successful Jam Chucking, and there 

were numerous questions being asked by  the audience of 38 

HWA members who attended the virtual demo.  

Thank you to both Les and Martin for a very enjoyable and 

entertaining Demo. We wish both Les and Martin all the very  

best in their new joint enterprise and their commercial 

partnership ‘The Woodturning Shop and Learning Centre’  

https://www.thewoodturningshop.com/product/les-thorne-

group-beginners-2-day-courses/  

SUBS PAYMENT 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has paid their subs this 

year, almost the whole membership has renewed their 

subscriptions so thank you all for supporting our efforts to keep 

the club going. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thewoodturningshop.com%2Fproduct%2Fles-thorne-group-beginners-2-day-courses%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfcf2385df64e4e66b6a708d85ae2330f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637359274843388861&sdata=gj03TueGdB%2BBmdovMzEugrEsG97HxvGuuVcshKAuyd4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thewoodturningshop.com%2Fproduct%2Fles-thorne-group-beginners-2-day-courses%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfcf2385df64e4e66b6a708d85ae2330f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637359274843388861&sdata=gj03TueGdB%2BBmdovMzEugrEsG97HxvGuuVcshKAuyd4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pete.willcocks@ntlworld.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thewoodturningshop.com%2Fproduct%2Fles-thorne-group-beginners-2-day-courses%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfcf2385df64e4e66b6a708d85ae2330f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637359274843388861&sdata=gj03TueGdB%2BBmdovMzEugrEsG97HxvGuuVcshKAuyd4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thewoodturningshop.com%2Fproduct%2Fles-thorne-group-beginners-2-day-courses%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfcf2385df64e4e66b6a708d85ae2330f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637359274843388861&sdata=gj03TueGdB%2BBmdovMzEugrEsG97HxvGuuVcshKAuyd4%3D&reserved=0
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Those of you who have recently visited our HWA Website  

may have noticed that we have removed the contact email 

addresses for the Committee members. 

This is because there have been several ‘spurious’ emails sent 

using those addresses. 

Members are always welcome to contact the committee 

members directly (just keep a copy of our email addresses 

which can be found on back issues of Your Turn) 

Non-members can still contact the HWA via the ‘Enquiries’ 

line on the website. 

VICE CHAIRMAN INTRODUCTION 

I hope that you all would have seen the introductory  ‘round 

robin’ email that was sent to all HWA members from our Vice 

Chairman Pete Broadbent.  

Pete was co-opted into the role of the club’s Vice Chairman to 

take some of the workload from our long-standing Chairman 

Dave Gibbard, and as such Pete will be in contact with us 

more often as he takes on more of the chairman’s role. Pete 

will avail himself for election to take over from Dave at our 

next AGM. 

(Rather embarrassingly I had to search in my Spam folder to 

find the email that was sent on 10/10/20, despite Pete being 

in my contacts list !!) (Editor) 

HWA SHOP 

You may remember that at the start of Coronavirus lockdown 

our shopkeeper Pete Willcocks generously offered to supply 

things from stock to any member to collect from his home in 

Lordswood, Southampton. 

If you need resupplying with Woodturning goods, please 

remember to contact Pete. Pete's Email address is 

pete.willcocks@ntlworld.com 

His phone number  is:-  023 8039 5335. 

CHRISTMAS COMPETITION 

The theme of his year’s Christmas Competition will be 

“Something Seasonal”. This is an extremely broad theme so 

there are a multitude of options such as Nut Crackers, 

Christmas Trees, Ornaments, Toys, Jewellery box’s, Earring 

holders, etc. So, it is nearly time to get your thinking caps on 

and get planning and turning. Let’s see if we can get a bumper 

Christmas Gallery this year. 

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING DURING LOCKDOWN 

This month’s submission is a fantastic one from Alan Baker 

who has obviously been very busy in the workshop. 

I had been drawn to trying to make a 3D block work mat. This 

had been inspired from a 

web site called Pinterest 

given to me by Bob Hope 

our secretary who has a 

lot more experience 

than me in searching the 

web.  I had a lot of scrap 

pieces of wood from 

segmented turning projects, it seemed a good idea. So I 

attempted to make a 3D block   After trying to make the shapes 

myself and getting some practice with my chop saw I gave up 

and looked further on the You tube “How to make a 3D board 

“ and was surprised at how many different videos there are. I 

discovered a clever method of making a block with a central 

diamond and squares on the outside that could be sliced up 

and glued together to make a board.  

Whilst I would not put this on the 

table as it has a few errors with the 

joins, the finish and the overall 

proportions, it was an interesting 

exercise on what the eye sees and 

how you make it are not 

necessarily the same. It was well 

worth the exploring and it improved my chop saw skills.  

On the Pinterest web site, I was taken with how to make a bowl 

from boards and especially the following items from turners in 

America,  who have been doing this for a little while and making 

show pieces.  

This got me going with how they 

do that, and I decided to make 

one. This would take some 

practice, as I had found out from 

the 3D blocks. So, a good rummage 

through the scrap pile to find blocks of 20 * 20* 200mm. The 

200mm dimension was the limit of my thicknesser.  I decided 

to see how a board bowl would turn out, so the first trial was 

to get the hang of cutting the board.  

This involves gluing the strips of 

wood together into identical halves, 

then taping them together and 

drawing concentric circles over the 

top. You separate the two halves  so 

mailto:pete.willcocks@ntlworld.com
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you can make band saw cuts at 45deg to form semicircle angled 

wedges, these can be glued together to form a ring. You invert 

the rings and stack them on top of one another to form a cone 

which when stuck together forms your bowl.  If you are none 

the wiser and wish for more detail, I can recommend you watch 

Wood Turning – the economy bowl on YouTube. 

The first of the American vases in the above pictures is made 

up of 5 rings, but the angle that they have been cut seems to 

be greater than the 45 degrees the limit of my bandsaw.  

I stuck to the 45 degrees angle on my first attempt. To ensure 

you get good joins you should sand the top of your finished 

rings. I used the planer to save generating too much dust, but 

soon learnt that you have to be careful when presenting your 

work to the machine, as it may grab and tip the work to give 

you a damaged ring. I 

pushed on and enjoyed 

turning the bowl. This was a 

surprise and encouraged 

me to continue.  

My bowl (pictured above) was made of Teak, Ash, Purple 

Heart . 

I found that the lighter wood was subjected to dust ‘carry-over’ 

and it therefore needed careful cleaning before finishing. 

Also, the grain direction of the wood must be considered when 

making your strips, as you can see the top ring of Ash looks 

completely different to the bottom.  The Ash that I had used, 

though very distinct, is not necessarily the best choice for 

future attempts due to the ‘open grain’ in one dimension. 

I wanted to be able to produce the fine contrasting lines of the 

lighter wood, as shown in the professional items opposite, but 

this gave me more work in the construction of the strips. So, I 

simplified the next production by just using two types of wood, 

Ash and Teak.  

If you look carefully you will see that 

between the top and the second ring 

the Teak is misaligned, this was a 

problem that I had to overcome. I 

also  had an issue with the thickness 

of the turned bowl and I ended up with a hole in the wall. 

So, how do you get steep-sided bowls ? I started to draw out 

the results and experimenting with the angle of cut and the 

depth of wood to see what could be done.  

You will notice that I still have 

issues with the alignment of the 

rings so that the vertical wood is 

lined up completely. I decided 

that part of the problem was 

with the cutting of the angle rings on the band saw. I had been 

using a 15mm wide blade and found I could purchase a 5mm 

wide blade that would act more like a fret saw which allowed 

me to cut the curves more accurately. I also made sure that the 

start and finish points of the semicircle cuts were in exactly the 

same place on both  halves of the wood.  

I left this bowl unfinished at the bottom as it was still a ‘trial-

piece’ and it still needed further design changes. The next 

improvement was to put a horizontal ring on top of the board. 

This meant that I had to produce a thin sheet of white wood. 

Here I have nearly achieved my 

objective, with the drawing out 

of thicker blocks, using different 

cutting angles, and a thinner 

band saw blade I have an 

improved product. The 

introduction of the horizontal 

ring has helped to improve look. But I still have a slight problem 

with the alignment of the top ring as it still  does not look right. 

I have also decided that my cutting of the rings needs further 

work, and I will also attempt to fix the wood with a ‘pivot 

centre’ that the wood would be turned around so all rings are 

cut evenly, and hopefully when all glued up, will turn out 

evenly.  

I also need to find a better method of how to align the rings 

when gluing them together, and to ensure that during the act 

of pressing the rings together they do not slide out of 

alignment. I will then make another item that should be a little 

closer to being acceptable.  

Another skill to be mastered is to determine how to achieve the 

‘tapered’ effect of the horizontal rings. 

Having recently purchased some 

part-turned Acacia bowls I 

decided to put them on the lathe 

and finish them in different 

styles. They had been produced  

some 18 years ago, but as I started turning, two things 

happened. Firstly, rather a lot of dust was being produced and 

secondly, as I tried to get smooth finish, I suffered tear out. 

After sharpening my tools and starting again the whole 

experience improved but it made me think that in the future, I 
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might consider looking at the moisture content of future 

useable wood. The basic shape had already been formed, as 

the wood was part turned, but I wanted to try to create 

something a little different to the top rim. Instead of being flat 

and parallel to the chuck face, I put a gentle curve on it . It was 

the first time that I had turned several pieces of a similar shape 

and I found that by waiting a 

day or so before starting the 

next one (with  the previous 

one still fresh in my mind) I had 

made the design decisions 

before I started on the lathe.  

The slight change to the rim profile.  The falling off from the rim 

onto the side of the bowl. The steepness of the bowls curve and 

the size and type of base were all decisions that change its final 

form and when you compare 

them, they effect the result. The 

wood has a wonderful grain 

pattern, and the results were 

very pleasing.  I will be giving 

them away to the family as Christmas presents as you can only 

have so many bowls in the house.   

Happy Chipping. 

Alan Baker  

VIRTUAL GALLERY 

As  normal we invite you all to send in photos of what you had 

made during the last month in your workshops. This month we 

had a rather disappointing entry list of only 8 items submitted 

for the Virtual Photo Gallery. We normally have a very 

impressive selection of photos of your work so please can you 

remember to submit your photos to Phil Bristow in time for 

him to publish them on the website before the next club 

(virtual) meeting. 

This month’s Virtual Gallery can be found at the end of this 

issue. 

If you have any ideas that may help the club stay active, then 

please let us know. 

I am always looking for other members to submit their “What 

have you been doing in Lockdown” articles, so that we can all 

be enlightened by your ideas. 

I hope that you are all staying safe and keeping well. 

Regards to you all. 

Dave Simpson (Editor) 

NOVEMBER 

November at HWA was a very quiet month with nothing 

significant to report. 

But our thanks go out to those of you who sent in the photos 

of your productive efforts in your workshops. There was a 

bumper amount of entries for the virtual Gallery which can be 

seen at the end of this edition. 

TERRY’S TOP TIPS 

In this regular feature, Terry Smart from Chestnut Products 

shares some of the more interesting responses to questions to 

Chestnuts helpline. 

We were asked about whether using Food Safe Finish on a 

spalted bowl would make it completely food safe. We do not 

know for certain, but we suspect not and would not 

recommend that this is done. The spalting is caused by fungi so 

whilst not dangerous by itself in most cases, there is a risk that 

it could affect food in contact with it. Food Safe Finish (or 

Microcrystalline Wax, which is also food safe) probably will not 

create enough of a barrier to prevent contamination. In 

summary, these products will maintain the 'safety' and offer 

some protection to the timber, but they will not upgrade an 

already poisonous/dangerous wood. 

When you think about it, there are many ways to shake an 

aerosol can, but there is conflicting advice about the BEST way, 

and we were asked about this recently; is shaking really the 

best way, or maybe a stirring motion? 

We checked with our aerosol experts, who tell us that the very 

best way to get a good mix in the can is to invert it and shake 

vigorously for at least 30 seconds after you hear the ball 

rattling. Shaking the inverted can 'washes' any settlement from 

the base. So now you know! 

Another favourite question, What's the best way to store 

Cyanoacrylate Superglues? Some people keep their glues in the 

fridge, which is ok, but the most important thing (after keeping 

the lid on!) is to avoid heat sources and direct sunlight; cool and 

dark is best for Cyanoacrylates. Fridge storage works well in 

places like Dubai; it is probably not always necessary in the UK, 

although we have just had a heatwave. Do not freeze them 

though, as this can have adverse effects. 

I have recently talking about spalted timber and food safety. 

This created more questions and comments from 

Chestnuteers, whether the fungus was still live at this stage and 

others. Thank you for all of them. There is a lot of information 
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about spalted timber and it all makes interesting reading, the 

most annoying part is that I cannot verify any of it. Opinion 

seems to be that the spalting can only occur when the timber 

is wet, and that if it is dried then the fungus is dormant in the 

wood. That means that, whilst not dead, it is no longer 

reproducing or producing spores. Any current spores in the 

wood will be sealed in by the finish. 

I report this for interest and make no claim to fully understand 

this nor that the information above is correct. It makes sense 

but is unverified. 

Another query came in from someone making the top of a bird 

bath to go on an existing pedestal - the 'bath part' itself. What 

could be used to seal the wood that also would not harm the 

birds visiting it? I have talked about outdoor pieces a lot 

recently, the normal problem being with them getting wet in 

the rain. This would have the reverse problem, it should be wet 

all the time, either being deliberately filled with water or when 

the rain comes down. This is a lot to ask a finish to stand up to, 

short of using a resin which could look a bit plasticky. I was at a 

bit of a loss, until I realised that the easiest solution was to 

bypass a finish altogether. A suitably sized glass bowl, sitting on 

a wooden base (possibly finished with Finishing Oil or Hard Wax 

Oil) would solve the problem. It would also have the advantage 

of being easy to remove so that it could be washed easily as 

well. Sometimes, just sometimes, the finish is not the answer! 

Another question about reviving some cane furniture. One of 

our customers has done some detailed experimenting in the 

past with our Spirit Stains and these work well on cane, but no 

colour change was needed here, just a bit of a spruce up. Our 

emailer was already thinking about a good clean down and 

apply a wax, which is what we would suggest, but he was 

looking for a simpler way to buff the wax - ideally a mechanical 

buffing tool. We suggested the Dome Brush for Drills. Made in 

the UK, the bristles on these brushes are specially chosen for 

buffing waxes. They are hard enough to remove any surplus 

wax (extremely useful for intricate cane work) yet soft enough 

to buff the wax to a bright, resilient finish. They will work with 

any of our waxes and are designed to be used in a drill, although 

they are also compatible with our Buffing System and can be 

mounted on a lathe, where they are also used to buff  the inside 

of bowls. They are not cheap, but they last a very long time and 

are very multi-purpose. 

Another question this week was about using Melamine Lacquer 

on pens. How long to wait before using Burnishing Cream, and 

how long before overcoating with Microcrystalline Wax? 

The most important thing is to make sure that the lacquer is 

completely dry. Care should be taken to only apply a thin coat; 

too thick and the lacquer will skin over, which will break during 

burnishing exposing soft material below. 

Because I use the Burnishing Cream mostly at demos, I apply it 

after about 15 minutes, the lacquer is dry enough to allow this. 

However, I am told that if you can leave it 24 hours, in which 

time it will get even harder, then it burnishes even better. It 

depends on how impatient you are! 

Microcrystalline Wax can be applied as soon as the lacquer is 

dry, there is no need to wait for it to cure and the wax will not 

impede this. 

Confusion about colouring. A reader has been watching 

YouTube demos on colouring and the methods have left him 

unsure about the best way of using the stains, paints and what 

to put over the top of them. The real problem is that too many 

of the people on YouTube have no qualifications in, or 

understanding of, how to use the products they are showing, 

so it's always best to question what you see. In this case, 

multiple coats of sanding sealer were being applied, pretty 

much between each decorative layer. This is totally 

unnecessary and potentially detrimental to the final finish. 

Sanding sealer should be applied to the bare (or stained) 

timber. Then, in this case, the Ebonising Lacquer, then 

Iridescent Paints, and finally a coat (or two) of Gloss Lacquer. 

Job done! Anything else is a waste of product and multiple 

coats of sealer could lead to the final crazing in the future. 

I was asked about the difference between Tung Oil and 

Finishing Oil. 

Our Tung Oil is 100% pure, there are no solvents or driers in it. 

That makes it ideal if you are looking for something with no 

additives- but it does mean that it is slower drying. 

Finishing Oil contains Tung Oil, but a solvent, driers and UV 

filters have also been added. This makes it just a little easier to 

apply and a lot quicker drying - usually within eight hours. Both 

oils have an amber colour, Finishing Oil is, however, the paler 

of the two. The performance and protection offered is similar, 

so the choice is yours! 

A slightly strange question next – but we get a lot of them, so 

we expect it. Can the Iridescent Paints be used on rubber?  

The Iridescents are good at sticking to most things and rubber 

should not cause any issues for adhesion, but I would worry 

they were not flexible enough if the rubber was going to be 

stretched or flexed a lot. This application was to go onto a tyre, 

which would be decorative so that should not be a problem. As 
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it was going outside, I did suggest a coat of the Acrylic Gloss or 

Satin Lacquer over the top to give it extra protection. We await 

definitive reports! 

Someone contacted us who was in the process of restoring a 

very old wooden attaché case made by their grandfather. The 

question was, once they had removed all the cracked and 

flaking finish, should they seal it or not? I am a big fan of 

sealers; they do an important job and can help the next coating 

look good and last longer. In this case (pardon the pun!) a wax 

was the intended finish. The answer here really depends on 

whether all of the previous coatings are removed, and the 

surface is taken back to bare wood. If so, a sealer would be a 

good idea. But if not, or if there is any uncertainty, it is probably 

best not to use one, as it could react with any of the previous 

coating that is still lurking behind. The choice of wax will also 

be important; something like WoodWax 22 would be ideal as it 

is quick drying enough to work on bare wood and give a good-

looking finish. Microcrystalline Wax could then be applied on 

top, for a harder wearing finish. (If used on bare wood the 

Microcrystalline Wax would soak in whilst drying, requiring 

several coats to achieve a shine). 

This one comes up a lot, which is how to revive some Gilt Cream 

that has dried out in the jar. We have tried everything we can 

to stop this from happening, but I think a lot of the problem is 

that it is used so infrequently that some solvent loss is 

inevitable. The answer is quite simple, adding white spirit will 

bring the product back to life. We relayed this answer back to a 

customer recently and their response was this: ‘I tried white 

spirit and it seemed to work even though I think the gilt cream 

is somewhat 3 years old, good result.’ Which nicely correlates 

with both of my points above! 

A question about rejuvenating and old family table. It has been 

bashed and scratched over the years and our emailer would like 

to reduce the battle scars. He had tried the Burnishing Cream 

on a patch with good results and wanted to confirm he was 

doing the right thing. 

Yep! Burnishing Cream is a great cleaner, it will remove any 

grime and muck from the surface and polish up the coating at 

the same time. It will not repair scratches, but it will clean them 

and make them less obvious. It can be applied by hand or used 

with a powered buffing mop. So, if the original finish is sound, 

but jaded and grubby, Burnishing Cream is a great first step to 

getting it looking great again. It’s also great on turned work, of 

course, where the lathe does the hard work. 

A follow-on question from the above was what to ‘finish up 

with to get a bit of a shine? Options here are limited, as we do 

not know for sure what was applied beforehand. Although, 

even if we knew, the earlier use of Burnishing Cream would rule 

out lacquers anyway. The simplest and easiest solution is to use 

a wax, Microcrystalline Wax being the best option as it is a bit 

harder wearing and will stand up better on a family table. It will 

still need some maintenance to keep it looking good, but this 

will be quite easy, as it is with all waxes. Just apply another thin 

coat and buff up! 

I was asked about the difference between Tung Oil and 

Finishing Oil. Our Tung Oil is 100% pure, there are no solvents 

or driers in it. That makes it ideal if you are looking for 

something with no additives- but it does mean that it is slower 

drying. 

Finishing Oil contains Tung Oil, but a solvent, driers and UV 

filters have been added. This makes it just a little easier to apply 

and a lot quicker drying – usually within eight hours. Both oils 

have an amber colour, Finishing Oil is, however, the paler of the 

two. The performance and protection offered is similar, so the 

choice is yours! 

A couple of weeks ago I mentioned about Machine Wax and 

that we do not produce one as such, as either of our paste 

waxes can be used for this. This rang a bell this week when I 

was asked about a sanding wax… 

Now, that is not to be confused with an abrasive wax such as 

our Cut’n’Polish. That is a soft wax with a fine abrasive 

dispersed within it, which can be used either on bare wood 

(usually after sanding to 240 grit) or on sealed wood. The 

abrasive in the wax cuts back at an exceptionally fine level, 

breaking down and getting finer in use, leaving a very smooth 

surface. The wax stays on the surface as well and provides 

either a final finish or a base for another coating, usually more 

wax or Friction Polish. 

There are many reasons for using an abrasive wax, one of the 

most common cited is that it cuts down on the amount of 

sanding dust generated, which is true. So where does a sanding 

wax come in? 

A ‘sanding wax’ is used to lubricate the abrasive paper/cloth, 

and at the same time the wax collects any dust that is 

generated and prevents it circulating in the workshop. This can 

be highly effective and allows for the use of an abrasive to your 

chosen grade. Where this falls is that I have then heard of 

people cleaning off the wax with a solvent before applying 

another finish, which strikes me as crazy. It’s impossible to 

remove all of the wax, part of the beauty of using a wax like this 

is that it impregnates the timber with the wax, forming a great 

foundation for, you guessed it, more wax. Putting a lacquer on 
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top of it is asking for trouble, any amount of wax left behind will 

stop the lacquer from sticking properly. 

And what solvent are you going to use to remove the wax? 

Chances are it is at least as hazardous as the dust you are trying 

to avoid, so there is no health advantage either. 

And ‘sanding wax’? In the same way that waxes are not clever 

enough to know whether they are being applied to wood or 

metal, they are also too dumb to realise how they are being 

applied. Whether it is with a cloth or an abrasive. The 

important thing here is to use a slower drying wax, so that it 

stays ‘wet’ long enough to do the job. WoodWax 22 will work 

on small items, but this is one situation where its quick drying 

time is not an advantage. The Microcrystalline Wax is ideal 

though, whatever the size you are working on, because it stays 

wet for a good ten minutes, giving plenty of time to lubricate 

and collect the dust. 

Some people advocate ‘removing the wax’ as mentioned above 

and then applying an oil over the top. That is taking crazy to a 

new level. 

Oils work beautifully for wet sanding. They’re slower drying to 

begin with, so act as lubrication and dust collector for a long 

time, and sanding with oil gives an exceptionally smooth 

surface, can create a slurry which fills the pores of the wood, 

and will be applying fine coats of oil as you work. Using a wax 

for sanding is totally redundant in this case. The sanding dust 

usually forms into clumps which fall away, rather than being 

circulated in the workshop. Once you have finished sanding 

simply apply more of the oil to get the finish you want. 

An option on this is to use the Food Safe Finish very sparingly, 

applying a thin coat to the work before sanding. Because this is 

a very slow drying, thick oil, by the time you’ve worked through 

all the grits you’ll have removed all of the oil, leaving a clean 

surface which can be finished with pretty much any product 

you want to use. You will know if you have removed all the oil 

and are safe to use a different finish as dust will start coming 

off when you sand). 

I’m always surprised by the number of people who haven’t 

come across the idea of wet sanding before; it might not be 

suitable for every job but it certainly has its benefits and could 

be worth thinking about on your next job. 

(13-11) 

NOVICE CORNER 

Nothing for the Novice this quarter as Alan has done such a 

sterling article on 3D work for the October’s newsletter, which 

was both interesting and educational. 

Very many thanks to Alan. 

MINSTEAD TRUST 

As many of you know we have 

supported Minstead Trust for several 

years by providing help and guidance to 

those of their students who are interested in woodturning. We 

generally go along on Monday and Thursday mornings and 

create a myriad of different objects - many of which are sold at 

the summer fete. 

So, although Minstead has taken some small steps towards 

opening up, none of the volunteer led programmes have been 

restarted and it is some time till we anticipate there being a 

chance for us to get back there, a great shame. We will keep 

you posted. 

Mike Dutton 

TREASURERS REPORT 

As you can imagine there is little to report at the moment.  

Our membership has remained buoyant and your payment of 

this years ‘reduced subs’ has been very welcome. So, a huge 

thank you to everyone for supporting our club, especially as 

were not getting the benefit of physically meeting up, chatting 

together, or seeing each other’s lathe handiwork 

The funds generated from the subs will go some way to 

financing our future Zoom demonstrations 

Mike Dutton 

WELSH WOODMAN YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Just to remind you all that our very own Tom James has his 

YouTube channel which is full of interesting hints, tips, and 

projects. Especially as he now has a little helper, a beautiful 

Collie Puppy called Connie, so there is even more reason to 

subscribe to his channel at:-

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9ic2ktv0u6Nl_rj6BzFzDg 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9ic2ktv0u6Nl_rj6BzFzDg
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WORKSHOP WATCH 

Woodturners are naturally nosey and 

we can’t help wondering what other 

‘turners’ sheds or workshops are like, 

what equipment they have and how 

they are set-up. This is your space to show off your shed / 

workshop setups. 

Here is Bob Hope’s Workshop: 

This is a shot of my workshop 

which I built two years ago 

when we moved to a new 

house 

 

This is a general shot of the 

inside, yes, it is messy, but I do a 

lot of work in it and usually clear 

everything up when I have 

finished a project. 

 

 

This is a shot of my Felder 11-

inch cut bandsaw, a great 

machine. 

 

 

 

I have adapted my dust extraction to cover three machines, the 

bandsaw, planer, and drum sander and I just change the hose 

to the machine in use at the time. I have made a jig for re 

sawing wide boards, useful in preparing planks for 

boatbuilding. 

This is a picture of my One-Way 

lathe bought about 20 years 

ago when Les Thorne was the 

agent. I have never had a bit of 

trouble with it and it performs 

perfectly.  

 

 

The is a shot of my ‘Shopsmith’ 

multipurpose machine, bought 

about 45 years ago and still 

going strong. It used to be my 

lathe as well, but the bearings 

are not up to fine turning. There 

are not many days when I do not use one of the many functions 

and it has  got me out of trouble many times. 

This is my sharpening area 

together with a slow running 

woodturners grinder with a CBR 

wheel which I keep by my lathe. 

 

This is my newest machine a 

drum sander which I use for 

segmented turning among 

other things, A bit of a luxury 

but what the heck! 

 

This is a general shot of my very 

busy bench and my crosscut 

saw which I also have had for 

about 40 years. 

 

I use the workshop for woodturning, woodcarving and 

furniture making, and I have also built two wooden boats using 

this equipment. I have been collecting tools for about 60 years 

now, so it is no wonder that the workshop is full, but they all 

get used at some point. 

My workshop gives me pleasure each day I work in it. I am also 

a member of two woodturning groups, and a carving group and 

enjoy them all and have made many good friends in 

woodworking over the years as woodworkers are the kindest 

and most sharing people I have come across in my life. 

Bob Hope 

FINAL NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

I hope that you all remain safe and well and are enjoying some 

time in your workshops. 

Please remember to send me in any work that would like to 

‘showcase’ in Your Turn so that you can share your hobby with 

other members. 

Dave Simpson (Editor) 
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SEPTEMBER GALLERY 
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OCTOBER GALLERY 
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NOVEMBER GALLERY 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

     

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

 

 

      
 

 


