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JANUARY 2021 

Monday 1st  February 2021:- Virtual Gallery. 

Monday 1st March:- Virtual Gallery. 

The January meeting was a Zoom meeting on ‘How to make a 

chess set’ hosted by Mike Peace.  

Mike lives in Suwanee, Georgia USA with his wife Barbara. 

Before retirement, he worked at ADP as a payroll software 

project manager. After serving on active duty in the US Army, 

Mike continued as a reservist, retiring with the rank of 

Lieutenant Colonel.  

Mike has published articles in American Woodturner, More 

Woodturning, Woodturning Design, and Woodturning 

Fundamentals.  He has a YouTube channel, Mike Peace 

Woodturning, with almost 500 woodturning videos including 

a playlist on turning chessmen.   

Mike enjoys every aspect of woodturning including 

demonstrating and teaching. He has demonstrated at the 

American Association of Woodturners symposia in 2016 and 

2018, as well as Regional Symposia and at many clubs in the 

Southeast USA, and more recently Interactive Remote 

Demonstrations to clubs throughout the US. He has taught at 

the John C. Campbell Folk School. 

More information on his woodturning can be found on his 

website at http://mikepeacewoodturning.com/  

Mike’s demo was attended by 27 HWA members who were 

shown how he makes his chess pieces by using a ‘Story Board’ 

which is a scale silhouette of the particular Chess piece he 

wants to turn.  

Mike starts by making a mandrel with a face that is the same 

diameter as the base of his chosen chess piece, and it needs a 

spigot that will be used to hold each piece, this has a screw 

threaded into the centre so that it can securely grip each of 

blanks. This spigot needs to be a large enough diameter to 

accept a one penny piece. 

 He cuts each blank to the exact length of the particular chess 

piece that he is going to turn then puts it in his pin-jaws and 

bores a hole in the tailstock end with a Forstner bit that is the 

same size as a one penny piece. He drills a hole deep enough 

to take 4 coins then removes the Forstner bit and drills a 

deeper hole with a drill bit that suits the screw in the mandrel. 

He then takes the blank from the pin-jaws and pushes the 

spigot of the of the mandrel into the Forstner bit hole and 

secures it by tightening the screw. 

Mike then puts the mandrel and wooden blank in the chuck 

and offers up the Story Board. He pencil marked where he 

wants the cuts to be and turns the blank to the required 

shape. He recommends making the pieces in batches, for 

example all the Pawns, then Rooks, Bishops etc so that you 

get in the routine and skilled at each piece. 

Each individual piece is made to the shape of its own ‘story-

board’ and he uses the same routine. 

The Knights require a different technique as they are in two 

parts. Mike turns the base as usual but also makes a small 

spigot on the top. He then makes or carves a separate horses 

head from a flat piece of stock He draws the shape on to the 

wood then cuts it out  with a scroll saw or carves it with other  

tools. The head is then glued to the spigot on the base. 

The castellations on the Queen’s crown can be made by 

scoring with a file or wood carving tools. 

The cross on the King’s crown can be any shape you like but a 

Maltese Cross is the more usual. This is made by turning a 

small disc on  the top of the crown and then ‘flattening’ it with 

a file or knife. 

Mike tends to make all 32 pieces from the same type of wood 

and stain one set with a contrasting colour, he then applies a 

coat of lacquer and buffs them all to a high polish. 

Each piece is ‘weighted’ at the bottom with 4 pennies that 

drop into the pre-drilled hole that fits snugly onto the 

mandrel. When completed Mike makes felt discs to glue onto 

the bottom of each piece. 

Mike has learned that hard woods make better chess pieces, 

as the close grain tends to hold the coves and beads better. 

For this demo he used Bradford Pear Wood to make all the 

pieces. 

Mike did not make a chess board as part of his demo but 

showed us several options. They can be made with squares of 

dyed wood glued onto ¼ inch plywood in the traditional 

checker pattern, or the squares could be marked or patterned 

with a pyrography tool. 

A few points to note, that the king is always the largest Chess  

piece, and that the base of the King should not be greater 

than 70% of the size of the squares. This ensures that there is 

always good separation between the pieces during play.  

Pictures of various chess piece design can be found on 

‘Chessbazzar’ and ‘Chessking’ on the internet, Mike copies 

and prints the images then  uses these as his ‘Story Board’ 

http://www.youtube.com/c/mikepeacewoodturning
http://www.youtube.com/c/mikepeacewoodturning


2 
 

Thanks to Mike for a very interesting and informative demo, , 

and also very many thanks to Bob Hope for arranging another 

successful Zoom meeting. 

Dave Simpson 

WOOD ALLERGINS AND TOXICITY 

If you remember back in the June 2020 Newsletter there was 

an article relating to an allergic reaction to wet Cherry wood 

by Dave Gibbard and Alan Baker and the respective 

symptoms that they each suffered from as a result. 

I like lots of other turners have also experienced unusual 

reaction when exposed to wood dust, I had itchy reddening on 

my unprotected wrists and hands when using Purple heart. 

Having searched through  the internet, I have found a couple 

of very good sites that give details of a huge selection of 

woods that have known side effects when the woods are 

worked. Below you will find links to two very good charts 

naming various wood species, along with their reported side 

effects and properties. The information on these charts have 

been compiled from many sources. As quoted by Eric Meier, 

(creator of THE WOOD DATABASE) when viewing the charts, 

please keep the follow in mind. 

Just because any given wood is not listed on the charts, does 

not mean that it is completely safe to use. It simply means 

that adverse reactions have not been reported as of yet. (The 

wood may be very obscure or unknown.) One helpful thing to 

do if you have confirmed that you are allergic to a specific 

species of wood, is to check for related species (listed at the 

end of each wood profile page). Many times, a wood in a 

particular genus will share similar allergic compounds with 

other related woods, resulting in cross-reactions.) For 

example, Cocobolo is in the Dalbergia genus, and is also 

closely related to other woods such as Kingwood Tulipwood, 

Honduran Rosewood, etc. Also, you may notice two wood 

types that sound like they’re related, such as Black Cherry 

(Prunus genus) and Brazilian Cherry (Hymenaea genus), but 

they are actually quite unrelated. 

All inhaled wood dust is hazardous to your long-term health. 

The charts simply list specific woods that can aggravate 

symptoms through allergic reactions, or woods that are 

outright toxic in and of themselves. However, all woods 

produce fine dust when worked, which in turn can damage 

your lungs and cause a number of other adverse health 

reactions.  

This link will take you to the very informative and useful site 

that shows the likely reactions that we can protect ourselves 

from. www.wood-database.com 

Another brilliant website is one from an Australian Wood 

products company called U-beaut which also has a very 

comprehensive wood allergies chart on their website 

www.ubeaut.com.au/woodstuf.htm  

HWA AGM 

April will soon be upon us, and that means that it will be time 

for our AGM. 

This year’s AGM will have to be held over a Zoom-type virtual 

setting, so it will be totally different to what we are used to. 

This will make it difficult for ‘group’ discussions, or protracted 

debate over any issues that may be raised, so we are asking 

for any queries or suggestions that you may wish to raise, to 

be submitted in advance so that the committee can prepare 

the necessary response. This will save a lot of time and also 

prevent lots of “over-talking” on the zoom meeting. . The 

agenda reports and voting slips will be distributed in advance 

for postal/Email response from those who do not do Zoom. 

As we all know, in April last year we had to forego our usual 

AGM due to the Covid pandemic and in order to maintain 

continuity, the pre-existing Chairman Dave Gibbard and all of 

the committee members agreed to continue in their roles 

until they could be re-voted into their posts, or new 

committee members could be elected. 

We have now come to the point where we need to offer the 

HWA membership the chance to re-elect the committee or 

offer your own services and put yourselves up for Election on 

the committee. 

Our Chairman Dave Gibbard should have stood down last year 

(as he has been in post for his three-year tenure), but he 

agreed to stay on to ensure a smooth hand-over to his deputy 

Pete Broadbent during the pandemic. 

Please can you consider putting yourselves up for election to 

the committee, as there will be a few vacancies. In particular 

we are looking for a new Treasurer as Mike Dutton will be 

standing down. Mike has been instrumental in updating our 

bank accounts and has done a brilliant job over a difficult 

period. 

If you have any questions, suggestions or ideas that will help 

the club function more effectively , or If you feel that you 

could fill the role of Treasurer, or any other role on the 

https://www.wood-database.com/cocobolo/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-identification/by-scientific-name/#dalbergia
https://www.wood-database.com/kingwood/
https://www.wood-database.com/tulipwood/
https://www.wood-database.com/honduran-rosewood/
https://www.wood-database.com/black-cherry/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-identification/by-scientific-name/#prunus
https://www.wood-database.com/jatoba/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-identification/by-scientific-name/#hymenaea
http://www.wood-database.com/
http://www.ubeaut.com.au/woodstuf.htm
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committee then please consider submitting your details closer 

to the date when the forms will be published.  

Many thanks in advance and please stay safe.  Dave Simpson  

 

 

JANUARY  GALLERY 

 

 

 

     

    

   

 

   

     


