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MARCH 2022 

Monday 4th April: AGM, Brian Eley:- Boathouse 4 Talk. 

Monday 4th May: Brian Milam:- Beyond Colour. 

Monday 6th June:  Alex Potter:- Turning a Banjo. 

Chairman’s report 2022 

It almost a year since I took over from Dave Gibbard as 

Chairman, but it only seems a few days ago! I thought the role 

of Chairman would be busy however, if I am honest, I 

underestimated the amount of effort needed and working full 

time does not help. Despite this, I have also continued to do 

the photography of the Gallery items and the demonstrations 

and events, and my thanks go to John Holden who selflessly 

helps me gathering the items to photograph. I have also 

occasionally taken the notes and written the article for the 

Newsletter when Dave Simpson could not make it; a sucker for 

punishment some might say!   

Just like we could not have predicted COVID, I also did not 

predict a recent catastrophic failure of my PC, and even though 

I backed my data up, I still lost a few months data and emails 

and as a result, remembering what we did this year as a club 

was challenging, luckily, we do a monthly newsletter on the 

website, thanks again to Dave Simpson! 

This year we also picked up a new Treasurer in Richard Nicholls 

and he has done a great job and clearly has the patience of a 

saint; there have been significant challenges getting some 

changes done regards the Bank Account, and at one stage he 

seemed to be in the Bank every day, and unfortunately, it is still 

not resolved. 

In the early part of the new Financial Year, we continued to 

meet on-line and in cahoots with Test Valley Woodturners, in 

order to keep the costs down and we saw some interesting 

demonstrators from across the pond, something we would not 

have achieved had COVID not come along.  

Eventually, once things had settled, we plucked up the courage 

to get back to face to face meetings at the Eastleigh Railway 

institute. 

The first meeting back face to face was in August and was a 

three Lathe turn in. I have to say that I was a little apprehensive 

that nobody would turn up and that being huddled together 

around a Lathe was not a great idea for the first meeting back 

however, it was a great night, with chance to catch up with club 

members that we had not seen for such a long time. Everyone 

was sensible regards wearing masks etc. 

The first demonstrator back was Martin Sabin-Smith in 

September, and as he pointed out, he was also the last ‘live’ 

demonstrator that we saw prior to COVID and once again he 

gave a colourful demonstration. 

In October we should have had Les Thorne however, he 

become ill at the last minute, and so Tom James, of You Tube 

fame, stepped into the breach at the very last minute and saved 

the day.  It was his first demo to the club and was great fun. We 

will hopefully see him demonstrate again, but with a bit more 

notice next time! 

November saw Mike Haselden demo, and as usual, we did not 

have a clue what was coming but we knew it would be 

interesting and we saw him make a ring, a Chess Piece, and a 

small goblet with a captive ring. 

The Christmas Quiz went off as usual, busy for me and I think a 

change of how the quiz is delivered is in order as I can’t say I 

personally enjoyed it, although I know others did! Once again 

Keith Barnes and his good wife Susan laid on a splendid spread 

– that bit I did enjoy. 

January was a club challenge with John Holden and Richard 

Bray manning the Lathes and turning some candlesticks, both 

were great efforts and John’s had a twist, literally, in that he did 

some off-centre spindle turning and an idea perpetuated from 

his Christmas present of a book on the subject of Off Centre 

Turning. 

February finally saw the return of Les Thorne with his demo of 

a ‘Pointless piece with a point’ and was delivered with his usual 

panache and associated banter. 

In March we had a club challenge to make a ‘Something with a 

Natural Edge’ and the turnout of items was good, the second 

half of the night was a “Question and Answer session”; this was 

something we had not done in isolation before, but there were 

some good questions and club members were able to 

contribute and I would like to thank in particular Harry 

Woolhead as he imparted his knowledge and experience. 

You will have noticed that the Website was static for some time, 

mainly because Phil Bristow was strapped for time with work 

and family commitments, and which eventually meant that he 

stepped down and left the club, my thanks to Phil for his 

dedication and effort over the years. This was going to be a 

challenging role to fill but luckily another Phil, in the form of 

relatively newcomer Phil Hewitt stepped up; he has updated 

the website with the Newsletters and missing galleries, the 

transition seems to have been seamless.   
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Of course, these events at the club do not ‘just happen’ and the 

fact that they do, is down to our secretary Bob Hope and my 

thanks go to him for all his help and support. As you will be 

aware, Bob is stepping down as secretary after many years! He 

has done sterling job, not only in his secretarial work but also 

organising the events for the club. As a result of the effort 

involved, the consensus was to split the role into secretary and 

event organiser. 

Phil Hewitt has also kindly stepped into the secretary role and 

will take this up at the AGM and so like me, will be double 

hatted; the event organiser position is still needed but, to keep 

us on track, Bob has done a great job of setting the events for 

the coming months.  

As Dave Gibbard said in the last Chairman’s report, the number 

of volunteers to support the Minstead charity in the New Forest 

has dwindled and it is a combination of the sad passing of two 

HWA volunteers and people’s personal circumstances 

changing. Despite repeatedly asking for more volunteers and 

being unsuccessful, we had to let the Minstead charity know 

that we can no longer support them; disappointing but it would 

not have been fair on the two remaining volunteers!  

As we were deep in COVID, there was no outreach and as such 

Richard Bray has not being able to pursue this aspect however, 

there are a couple of events that will be forthcoming in the 

Spring that will allow us to demonstrate what the club does. 

Due to COVID and ‘zoom’ meetings, the ‘Novice section’ has 

initially seen little action. If you recall, the novice section was 

run by Harry Woolhead and Alan Baker. Alan is about to move 

out of area and so will step down and in his place steps Richard 

Bray; the handover will be taking place soon.  

Some of you will remember the day we had at Alresford Hall 

some years ago in which there were a number of Lathes and 

Lathe drivers and some newbies who could get their hands on 

and pick up some valuable tips, I went along myself. Well, 

Richard has done a ‘deal’ with Les Thorne and is organising an 

event at Les’ workshop which means he will provide the Lathes 

and tools and individuals need to just bring some wood or a 

part made piece that you are having trouble with. 

Finally, the Committee do a great job in keeping things going 

over the pandemic, but there are those others who seamlessly 

volunteer to make the events run, this includes Steve Page on 

the audio and camera, Phil Hill with the tea and coffee, Steve 

Jones on the Raffle and Alan Truslove with the microphones. 

Sadly, the shop has lost its owner and so is no longer running, 

and Keith Barnes is in the process of recovering the shop and 

its contents and we will decide what to do thereafter. 

In terms of club members, I know the Committee were 

concerned that COVID could have driven people away, but 

despite a few people leaving, the club has grown slightly with 

an influx of recent new joiners – thanks to Keith Barnes for all 

his efforts with the new joiners. 

My hope is that COVID disappears, and that people find the 

confidence to return to the club and we can get back to how it 

was, or as near as is possible. 

Pete Broadbent Chairman 

2022 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Hampshire 

Woodturners Association 

To be held via at 7.30pm on Monday 4 April 2022 at the 

Eastleigh Railway Club.  

This document describing the agenda and its attachments is 

being circulated in advance by email (and by post to the small 

number of members without an Email address).  

Members are invited to indicate their votes for or against 

certain items in advance of the meeting by email or post 

according to the instructions at the end of this document. 

There will be another chance to do so at the meeting for those 

attending.  

Agenda for the AGM 

Item No Event 

1 Apologies 

2 Minutes of 2021 AGM 

3 Matters arising 

4 Chairman’s Report 

5 Treasurer’s Report 

6 Awards 

7 Election of Officers 

8 Election of Committee 

9 Any other Business 

Item 2 – minutes of the AGM 

The minutes of the 2021 AGM are attached as a separate 

document and will be taken as read. Members attending the 

AGM will be invited to vote to accept the minutes. Members 

wishing to do so in advance should follow the instructions at 

the end of this document.  

Item 4 – Chairman’s report  

The Chairman’s report is attached as a separate document. 

Item 5 – Treasurers’ report 
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The Treasurer’s Report with proposal for subscriptions, Income 

and Expenditure Summaries for 2021-2022 are attached as 

separate documents. Members attending the AGM will be 

invited to vote to approve the Report and Summaries. 

Members wishing to do so in advance should follow the 

instructions at the end of this document. 

Item 6 Awards 

Club Member of the year Trophy: Not being awarded this year 

Len Osborne Trophy for gallery participation: Peter Broadbent 

Les Revell Novice Trophy: Phil Hewitt 

Items 7 and 8 – election of Officer and Committee  

The current Secretary Bob Hope and Committee Member Alan 

Baker are standing down.  

Nominations have been received as follows: 

Position Nominee 

Chairman Peter Broadbent 

Secretary Phil Hewitt 

Event Organiser TBC 

Treasurer Richard Nicholls 

Editor Dave Simpson 

Committee member Keith Barnes 

Committee member Tom James 

Committee member Richard Bray 

MARCH 2022 Club Meeting and Challenge 

For this month’s meeting we had our quarterly Club Challenge 

which was ‘to make something with a Natural Edge’ and we also 

incorporated a ‘Question and Answer’ session with a ‘Tips and 

Tricks’ informal brainstorming chat between ourselves. 

The event was attended by sixteen club members, with one 

new member (Malcolm Calvert) and another three visitors, 

giving a total of twenty in all. 

A very warm welcome to Malcolm who has now officially joined 

our ranks, and here’s hoping that the three visitors also decide 

to stay with us. 

Chairman Pete Broadbent outlined the evening’s 

entertainment, and also in his role of club photographer took 

the photos of the twelve Natural Edge items that had been 

produced for the Club Challenge by the members. 

There was an interesting and varied collection of Natural Edged 

items on the table, and each member was given a voting slip to 

select their personal favourites for 1st  2nd and 3rd choices with 

the winner being announced at the end of the evening. 

There were lots of interesting questions that were asked by 

members, and the answers then led on to more questions and 

an explanation of how to overcome some woodturning issues  

that some members had. 

Steve Howell asked about turning Green Yew. It must be 

remembered that Yew is a poisonous tree that MUST NOT be 

used for anything that is likely to contain food. No amount of 

wax or lacquer will render the wood of the YEW tree food safe. 

Yew is undoubtedly a stunningly beautiful and popular wood to 

turn, but it is not safe to use it to contain food or drink. 

Another point was raised was ‘How long can you store wood’ 

before you use it. The general consensus was that wood can be 

used at any time depending on what you want to use it for. 

Bearing in mind that wood is an organic thing and will degrade 

or perish over time. 

Some members said that they store very little amounts of wood 

and prefer to use it almost straight away. 

If you are turning freshly felled or green wood the trick is to 

turn the sides and the base as thinly as you can. 

This will enable the natural moisture within the wood to 

dissipate at an even rate, and this in turn will help prevent 

cracking and splitting due to uneven drying speeds of thicker 

wood. This is especially relevant to the thickness of the base of 

the green-turned item, if the base is left quite thick it will dry 

unevenly and will almost certainly split and ruin your 

handiwork.  

Another benefit of turning green wood thinly is that as it dries, 

the wood will start to distort, and it will create the most 

amazing and unique ripples and shapes that will continue to 

change until the moisture contained within the wood fibres has 

stabilised with the atmosphere of the room that you have 

placed it in. 

‘Chatter’ and the removal of chatter marks was another topic 

that was broadly discussed. 

One of the main causes of ‘chatter’ is the tool bouncing as the 

item rotates on the lathe. Chatter can be almost completely 

eliminated by adjusting the tool rest to a different height and 

by turning the end point of the tool rest into the mouth of the 

vase or vessel that you are hollowing and allowing the cutting 

edge of the tool to get closer to the face. The ‘chatter’ is caused 
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by the shank of the tool being incorrectly supported by the tool 

rest. 

There was the question regarding the thinning of Sander Sealer, 

According to Chestnut Products the need to thin it 50/50 is a 

myth, it is designed to be used at its natural consistency. 

However, there is always an exception to this rule. When 

turning some spalted beech, which is  very soft, could they use 

Cellulose Sanding Sealer to harden it? The answer is yes, 

(Melamine Lacquer could also be used), but to get the best 

result thin the sealer or lacquer by 50%. This will help it soak 

into the wood, making the soft fibres below firmer and easier 

to turn. 

On newly cut wood it is a good idea to ‘seal’ the ends of the 

timber with PA glue or a liquid wax, this prevents the rapid 

evaporation of the wood’s natural liquid from the cut ends, 

then place the wood in a cool well aired position. 

Small cracks, splits or shakes can be filled or stabilised with CA 

glue and either sawdust or coper / brass filings, or two-part 

epoxy resins which can have coloured dye added for extra 

effect if required.  

The important points to remember are:- 

That your personal safety must always be paramount, if you are 

not sure that a piece of wood is safe, then do not use it.  

To always make sure that the piece is held securely in the chuck, 

and supported, if necessary, with the tailstock 

Always use sharp tools. 

Always use good quality face and lung protection. 

Quote of the day came from Harry Woolhead. 

Turn fast, Sand Slow ! 

A very enjoyable evening was had by all. 

NATURAL EDGE COMPETITION 

The votes cast by members were counted and the results 

showed that the winner was a lovely Cherry Vase made by 

Steve Howell, his vase was made from a piece of Cherry that 

was felled three weeks ago, so it was still green. Steve used CA 

glue to make sure that the natural edge bark stayed on the vase 

during turning. 

Second place was Harry Woolhead’s very artistic vase that was 

green turned from an unknown piece of wood that came from 

a fallen shrub on the Isle of Wight that he had salvaged. 

Harry Woolhead also got third place with his ‘Spiral Log’ 

There was a total of 12 items on the Gallery Table. 

TERRYS TOP TIPS 

Let’s start with Spirit Stains. To colour the wood, they need to 

be absorbed by it and therefore sealing is a no-no, or very 

nearly a no-no. If you have an open grain or softwood, you may 

find that after staining you have a blotchy appearance. This is 

caused by the stain being drawn in at different rates over the 

surface. A Cellulose Sanding Sealer, diluted 50/50 with 

Cellulose Thinners will be absorbed and dry just below the 

surface of the timber preventing the stain from being drawn in 

too far. This is the only time we would recommend sealing prior 

to staining. Spirit Stains are very versatile and will allow you to 

seal and finish with just about any finish in our range – oils, 

waxes, and lacquers. 

Oils also need bare wood when being applied so no sealer 

should be used. They can be used over stains because the stain 

doesn’t form a barrier on the surface of the wood – it merely 

colours the fibres of the timber. Once a first coat is applied the 

stain will be locked in, and additional coats will not affect the 

staining. I should say here that if timber is stained, then too 

much mechanical action (brushing, wiping etc) on the first coat 

may lift some stain, but this should stop after the first coat has 

dried. If using Oils, then you should always stick with Oil or Wax, 

and preferably with the same oil, and if you move onto Wax, 

you shouldn’t go back to Oil, only more wax! 

Food Safe Products should only be used with other food safe 

products. If used with anything else the product ceases to be 

Food Safe. You cannot guarantee that, for example, solvents 

used in our Finishing Oil wouldn’t leach into Food Safe Finish or 

Microcrystalline Wax. So, if your item needs to be safe for food 

contact, then only use our Food Safe Finish or Microcrystalline 

Wax. 

Something that took me a while to get my head around was the 

compatibility, or not, of Acrylic and Cellulose finishes. I couldn’t 

understand why you could put an Acrylic Lacquer over a 

Cellulose Sanding Sealer, but not Melamine over Acrylic 

Sanding Sealer. I got there in the end! The solvent in Melamine 

is very aggressive and, if used over Acrylic, Oil or Wax, could 

lead to the first coat ‘pickling’ or blistering. The cellulose is 

attacking the previous coat. If sealing timber, it would seem to 

me that the best sealer to use (which would be borne out by 

the quantity we sell), is the Cellulose Sanding Sealer. Once dry, 

apart from Oils, you can finish with just about anything – 

Acrylic, Cellulose, Friction Polish, or Wax.  
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If using the Acrylic Sanding Sealer, the finish can be Acrylic or 

wax, or indeed our French or Friction Polish. With both of these 

sealers, you can also apply the Iridescent or Metallic paints, or 

our Rainbow Waxes on top. If you have painted or Rainbow 

waxed the bare timber though, you are then limited to the 

Acrylic Sanding Sealer. A bit more limiting, but a more 

traditional approach to finishing, is using the Shellac Sanding 

Sealer. It can be used over the Spirit Stains, but again care 

would be needed. As they share a common solvent, it will lift 

the stain. Traditionally, you would then finish with the French 

Polish, Friction Polish or waxes. 

You should also try to avoid using a harder finish over a softer 

finish. I know that people do, and swear by doing so, but there 

is always the risk that a hard finish (say, a Lacquer or a Sanding 

Sealer) will crack, or craze, if used over a wax (say Gilt Cream or 

Rainbow Wax used to pick out the grain on an Ebonised piece 

of work). Best option is always to go softer. It is good to point 

out here that a harder wearing finish is not the same as a 

harder finish. So, you can safely apply the Microcrystalline Wax 

over the Woodwax 22 because it is still a wax. The difference 

between the two is that the particles in the Microcrystalline 

knit tighter together as it dries forming the harder wearing 

finish, but the coating itself is still as flexible. 

The Iridescent and Metallic Paints, and Rainbow Waxes have 

been hugely popular since their introduction to our range and 

add another interesting aspect to colouring and finishing. The 

Rainbow Wax is an Acrylic based wax and can therefore be 

treated in the same way as the paints. They can be thinned with 

reducer and be used as a paint or applied direct from the tub 

as a wax. All of the above products work well on bare timber, 

but also work very well over Ebonising Lacquer, or indeed our 

Spirit Stain. The beauty of these products is that you can then 

finish with either the Acrylic Gloss or Satin Lacquers, or indeed 

the waxes.  

When using the Gilt Creams for the highlighting of grain, after 

removing the excess Gilt Wax with any of our Oil finishes (Food 

Safe Finish is good here), the finish to use is Woodwax 22 or 

Microcrystalline Wax. Anything else can lead to compatibility 

problems. 

Burnishing Cream is a great way to really make your finish ‘pop’ 

and can safely be used on many finishes. Not to be used on 

waxes or some oils, but perfectly safe on lacquers, French and 

Friction Polish. You can, of course apply a wax after burnishing, 

but should not be burnishing after the Wax. 

A question that is asked quite often is how to enhance the finish 

on our Acrylic Blanks. Again, this is where the Burnishing Cream 

holds its own. A buff with the Burnishing Cream should bring 

your pens up to a brilliant shine. A coat of the Microcrystalline 

Wax after will offer some protection against finger marks etc. 

How do you finish a piece of furniture that has previously been 

finished? How do you know what is compatible? There is really 

only one safe answer to this question. If you don’t want to go 

to all the work involved in stripping off the old finish, then the 

go-to products are our waxes. Waxes are quite the universal 

finishing product and will give a good shine to just about any 

substrate. 

Dave Simpson  
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The HWA Gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   

 

   


